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We depart for Europe—a miſunderſtanding ariſes between 
2 ptain and — , _ the ſcandalous aſper- 
frons of Crampley—the captain dies—Crampley tyran- 
riſes over the ſurgeon, who falls a victim to his cruelty. 
 —lam alſo ull-uſed—the ſhip ftrikes—the behaviour of 
2 and the ſeamen on that occafion—T get on 
ſhore, challenge the captain to jingle coinbat=—am trea- 

. cheroufly knocked down, wounded and robbed. | 
OW that I could return to my native country in a 
creditable way, I felt exceſſive pleaſure in finding 
myſelf out of ſight of that fatal iſland, which has been 
the grave of ſo many Europeans ; and as I was accom- 
modated with every thing to render the paſſage agreea- 
ble, I reſolved to enjoy myſelf as much as the inſolence 
of Crampley would permit. —This infdious ſlanderer 
had found means already to cauſe a miſunderſtanding 
between the ſurgeon and captain, who by his age and 
infirmities was rendered intolerably peeviſh, his diſpo- 
ſition having alſo been ſoured by a long courſe of diſap- 
pointments. He had a particular averſion to all young 
men, eſpecially to ſurgeons, whom he conſidered as un- 
neceſſary animals on board of a ſhip; and in conſe- 
quence of theſe ſentiments, never conſulted the doctor, 
notwithſtanding his being ſeized with a violent fit of the 
gout and gravel; but applied to a caik of Holland gin, 
which was his ſovereign preſcription againſt all diſtem- 
pers: Whether he was at this time too ſparing, or took 

an over doſe of his cordial, certain it is, he departed in 

the night, without any ceremony, which indeed was a 
thing he always deſpiſed, and was found ſtiff, next 
morning, to the no ſmall ſatisfaction of Crampley, who 
ſucceeded to the command of the veſſel. For that very 
reaſon Mr, Tomlins and I had no cauſe to rejoice at this 
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event, fearing that the tyranny of our new commander 


would now be as unlimited as his power. The firſt day 
of his command juſtified our apprehenſion : For on pre- 
tence that the decks were too much crowded, he ordered 
the ſurgeon's hen-coops, with all his fowls to be thrown 
overboard : and at the ſame time prohibited him and 
me from appearing on the quarter-deck. Mr. Tom- 
lins could not help complaining of theſe injuries, and in 
the courſe of his expoſtulation dropped ſome haſty words, 
of which Crampley taking hold,. confined him to his 
cabin, where, in few days, for want of air, he was at- 
tacked by a fever, which ſoon put an end to his life, 
after he had made his will, by which he bequeathed all 
his eftate, perſonal and real, to his fiſter ; and left to me 


his watch and inſtruments as memorials of his friend- 


ſhip.—-I was penetrated with grief on this melancholy 
occaſion ; the more becauſe there was nobody on board, 
to whom I could communicate my ſorrows, or of whom 
I could receive the leaſt conſolation or advice. 
Crampley was ſo far from diſcovering the leaſt re- 
morſe for his barbarity, at the news of the ſurgeon's 
death, that he infulted his memory in the moſt abuſive 
manner, and affirmed he had poiſoned himſelf out of pure 
fear, dreading to be brought to a court-martial for mu- 
tiny ; for which reaſon, he would not ſuffer the ſervice 
of the dead tobe read over his body, before it was thrown 
| over-board. 5 

Nothing but a ſpeedy deliverance could have ſup- 
ported me under the brutal ſway of this baſhaw, who, 
to render my life the more irkſome, ſignified tomy meſs- 
mates, a defire that I ſhould be expelled from their ſo- 
ciety.— This was no ſooner hinted, than they granted 
his requeſt ; and I was fain to eat in a ſolitary manner 
by mytelf during the reſt of the paſſage, which, however 
ſoon drew to a period. 

We had been ſeven weeks at ſea, when the gunner 
told the captain, that by his reckoning we muſt be in 
ſoundings, and deſired he would order the lead to be 
 heaved, —Crampley ſwore, he did not know gy to 
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: RODERIC RANDOM. 
keep the ſhip's way, for we were not within a hundred 
leagues of ſoundings, and therefore he would not give 
himſelf the trouble to caſt the lead. —Accordingly we 
continued our courſe all that afternoon and night, with- 
out ſhortening ſail, although the gunner pretended to 


| diſcover Scilly light; and next morning proteſted in 


form againſt the captain's conduct ; for which condu& . 
he was put in confinement.—We diſcovered no land all 


that day, and Crampley was ſtill ſo infatuated as to 


negle& ſounding ; but at three o'clock in the morning, 
the ſhip ſtruck, and remained faſt on a fand-bank. 
This accident. alarmed. the whole crew; the boat was 
immediately hoiſted cut, but as we could not diſcern 
which way the ſhore lay, we were obliged to wait for 


day-light. In the mean time, the wind encreaſed, and 


the waves beat againſt the floop with ſuch violence, that 
we expected ſhe would have gone to pieces. The gun- 
ner was releaſed and conſulted: He adviſed the captain 
to cut away the maſt, in order to lighten her; this ex- 
pedient was performed without fucceſs: the ſailors 
ſeeing things in a deſperate fituation, according to cuſ- 
tom, broke up the cheſts belonging to the officers, dreſ- 
ſed themſelves in their clothes, drank their liquors 
without ceremony; and drunkenneſs, tumult and con- 
fuſion enſued. —In the midſt of this uproar, I went be- 
low to ſecure my own effects; and found the carpen- 
ter's mate hewing down the purſer's cabin with his 
hatchet, whiſtling all the while with great compoſure. 
When I aſked his intention in ſo doing, he repli ed very 
calmly, © I only want to taſte the purſer's rum, that's 
all, maſter.”*—At that inſtant the purſer coming down, 
and ſeeing his effects going to wreck, complained bit- 
terly of the injuſtice done to him, and afked the tellow, 
what occaſion he had for liquor, when, in all likelihood, 
he ſhould be in eternity in a few minutes. All's one 
for that (faid the plunderer) let us live while we can.“ 
* Miſerable wretch that thou art, (cried the purſer) 
what muſt be thy lot in the other world, if thou dieſt in 


the commiſſion of robbery? — Why hell, I fup- 
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| Poſe,” replied the other, with great deliberation ; 
while the purſer fell on his knees, and begged of hea- 
ven that we might not all periſh for the ſake of one 
Jonas.—During this dialogue, I cloathed myſelf in my 
beſt apparel, girded on my hanger, ſtuck my piſtols 
loaded in my belt, diſpoſed of all my valuable movea- 
bles about my perſon, and came upon deck with a re- 
ſolution of taking the firſt opportunity to get on ſhore, 
_ which when the day broke, appeared at the diſtance of 
three miles a-head. —Crampley, finding his efforts to 
get the ſhip off ineffectual, determined to conſult his 
own ſafety, by going into the boat, which he had no 
ſooner done, than the ſhip's company followed ſo faſt, 
that ſhe would have ſunk along: ſide, had not ſome one 
wiſer than the reſt, cut the rope and put off.— But be- 
fore this happened, I had made ſeveral attempts to get 
in, and was always baulked by the captain, who was 
ſo eager in excluding me, that he did not mind the en- 
deayours of any other body.—Enraged at this inhuman 
partiality, and ſeeing the rope cut, I pulled one of my 
piſtols from my belt, and cocking it, ſwore I would 
ſhoot any man who ſhould preſume to obſtrutt my en- 
trance. So ſaying, I leaped with my full exertion, and 
got on board of the boat with the loſs of the ſkin of my 
ſhins.— I chanced in my deſcent to overturn Crampley, 
who no ſooner got up than he ſtruck at me ſeveral 
times with a cutlaſs, and ordered the men to throw me 
over-board ; but they were too anxious about their own | 
ſafety to mind what he ſaid.— Though the boat was 
2 deeply loaded, and the ſea terribly high, we made 
ſnift to get upon dry land in leſs than an hour after we 
parted from the ſloop.— As ſoon as I ſet foot on terra 
firma, my indignation, which had boiled fo long within 
me, broke out againſt Crampley, whom I immediately 
challenged to fingle combat, preſenting my piſtols that 
he might take his choice: He took one without heſita- 
tion, and, before I could cock the other, fired in my face, 
throwing the piſtol after the ſhot. —I felt myſelf ſtunned 
and, imagining the bullet had entered my brain, diſ- 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 7 
charged mine as quick as poſſible, that I might not die 
unfevenged : then, flying upon my antagoniſt, knocked 
out ſeveral of his fore teeth with the but end of the 
piece, and would certainly have made an end of him 
with that inſtrument, had he not diſengaged himſelf, 
and ſeized his cutlaſs which he had given to his ſer- 
vant, when he received the piſtol. Seeing him armed 
in this manner, I drew my hanger, and, having flung my 


piſtol at his head, cloſed with him ina tranſport of tury, 


and thruſt my weapon into his mouth which enlarged 


it on one fide to his ear.—Whether the ſmart of this 
wound diſconcerted him, or the unevenneſs of the 
ground made him reel, I know not; but he ſtaggered 
ſome paces back : I followed cloſe, and with one ſtroke 
cut the tendons on the back of his hand, upon which 
the cutlaſs dropped, and he remained defenceleſs.—I 
know not with what cruelty my rage might have in- 
ſpired me, if I had not at that inſtant been felled to the 
ground by a blow on the back part of my head, which 
deprived me of all ſenſation.— In this deplorable fitua- 
tion, expoſed to the rage of an incenſed barbarian, and 


rapine of an inhuman crew, I remained for ſome time; 


and whether any diſputes aroſe among them during the 
ſtate of my annihilation, I cannot pretend to determine; 
but in one particular they ſeem to have been unanimous 
and acted with equal dexterity and diſpatch ; for, when 


I recovered the uſe of underſtanding, I found myſelf 
alone in a deſolate place, ſtript of my clothes, money, 
watch, buckles, and every thing but my ſhoes, ſtockings, 


breeches and ſhirt. What a diſcovery muſt this have 
been to me, who, but an hour before, was worth fixty 
guineas in caſh ! I curſed the hour of my birth, the pa- 
rents that gave me being, the ſea that did not ſwallow 
me up, the poniard of the enemy, which could not find 


the way to my heart, the villainy of thoſe who had left 


me in that miſerable condition; and, in the extacy of 
deſpair, reſolved to lie ſtill where I was and periſh. « 
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I get up, and crawwlinto a barn, where I am in danger of 
periſhing through the fear of the country people—their 
iabumanity I am fuccoured by a reputed witch—her 
ber advice —iſbe recommends me as a valet to a 
ſingle lady, wvhoſe character ſhe explains . 
BUT as I lay ruminating, my paſſion inſenſibly abated; 
I conſidered my ſituation in quite another light from 
that in which it appeared to me at firſt, and the reſult 
of my deliberation, was to riſe if I could, and crawl to 
1 the next inhabited place for aſſiſtance. With ſome dif- 
hk ficulty I got upon my legs, and, having examined my 
x body, found I had received no other injury than tuo 
large contuſed wounds, one on the fore, and another on 
the hinder part of my head, which ſeemed to be.occa- 
fioned by the ſame weapon: namely, the but end of a 
piſtol. I looked towards the ſea, but could diſcern no 
remains of the ſhip ; 1o that I concluded ſhe was gone 
to pieces, and that thoſe who remained in her, had pe- 
riſhed : But, as I aiterwards learned, the gunner, who 
had more ſagacity than Crampley, obſerving that it was 
flood when, he left her, and that ſhe would probably 
float at high water, made no noiſe about getting on 
ſhore, but continued on deck, in-hopes of bringing her 
fate into ſome harbour, after the commander ſhould have 
deſerted her, for which piece of ſervice he expected, no 
doubt, to be handſomely rewarded. This ſcheme he 
accordingly executed, and was promiſed great things, by 
the admiralty for ſaving his Majeſty's ſhip; but I never 
heard he reaped the fruits of his expectation.— As for 
1 my own part, I directed my courſe towards a- ſmall 
1 cottage I perceived, and in the road picked up, a ſeaman's 
1 old jacket, which I ſuppoſe the thief who dreſſed himſelf 
11 in my. clothes had thrown away; this was a very com- 
fortable acquiſition to me, who was almoſt ſtiff with 
cold: I therefore put it on, and as my natural heat re 
vived, my wounds, which had left off bleeding, burſt 
out afreſh : ſo that finding myſelf exceſſively exhauſted, 
I was about to lie down in the fields, when I diſcovered 
| a barn 
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. RODERIC RANDOM. |. 9 
a barn on my left hand, within a few yards of me : thi- 
ther J made ſhift to ſtagger, and, finding the door open, 
went in, but taw nobody; however, I threw myſelf 
upon a truſs of ſtraw, hoping to be ſoon relieved by 
ſome perſon or other.—TI had not lain here many mi- 
nutes, when I {aw a countryman coming in with a pitch= 
fork in his hand, which he was on the point of thraſting 
into the ſtraw that concealed me, and in all probability, 
would have done my buſineſs, had I not uttered a 


| dreadful groan, after having eſſayed in vain to ſpeak.— 


This melancholy note alarmed the clown, who ſtarted 
back, and, diſcovering a body all beſmeared with blood, 
ſtood trembling, with the pitch-fork extended before 


bim, his hair briſtling up, his eyes ſtaring, his noſtrils 


dilated, and his mouth wide open.—At another time I 
ſhould have been much diverted by this figure, which 
preſerved the ſame attitude very near ten minutes, during 
which time I made many unſucceſsful efforts to implore 
his compaſſion and aſſiſtance; but my tongue failed me, 
and my language was only a repetition of groans : at 
length an old man arrived, who, ſeeing the other in ſuch 
a poſture, cried, Mercy upon un! the lead's be- 
witched ;——why Dick, beeſt thou beſayd thyfelf! — 
Dick, without moving his eyes from the object that 
terrified him, replied, © O vather! vather! here be 
either the devil or a dead mon: I doan't know which 
on un, but a groans woundily.— The father, whole eye 
ſight was none of the beſt, pulled out his ſpectacles, and, 
having applicd tham to his noſe, reconnoitered me over 
his ſon's ſhoulder: But no ſooner did he behold me, 
than he was ſeized with a fit of ſhaking, even more vio- 
tent than Dick's, and with a broken accent addreſſed 
me thus: In the name of the Vather, Zun, and Holy 
Ghoſt, I charge you an you been Satan to be gone to 
the Red Zea; but an you be a moodered mon, ſpeak, 
that you may have Chriſtom burial.” —As I was not in 
a condition to Jatisſy him in this particular, he repeated 
his conjuration to no purpoſe 3 and they continued a 
god while in the agonies of fear,-At length the fa- 
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cher propoſed that the ſon ſhould draw nearer, and take 
a more diſtinct view of the apparition ; but Dick was 
of opinion that his father ſhould advance firſt, as being 
an old man paſt his labour, and, if he received any miſ- 
chief, the loſs would be the ſmaller; whereas he himſelf 
might eſcape and be uſeful in his generation.— This 
prudential reaſon had no effect upon the ſenior, who 
{till kept Dick between me and him. —In the mean time 
I endeavoured to raiſe one hand as a ſignal of diſtreſs, 
but had only ſtrength ſufficient to produce a ruſtling 
among the ſtraw, which diſcompoſed the young peaſant 
ſo much, that he ſprung out at the door, and overthrew 
his father in his flight.—The old gentleman would not 
ſpend time in getting up, but crawled backwards like a 
crab, with great ſpeed, till he had got over the threſhold, 
mumbling exorciſms all the way.—I was exceedingly 
mortified to find myſelf in danger of periſhing through 
the ignorance and cowardice of theſe clowns : and felt 
my ſpirits decay apace, when an old woman entered the 
barn, followed by the two fugitives, and with great in- 
trepidity advanced, to the place where I lay, ſaying, 
if it be the devil I fearen not, and for a dead mon, a 
can do us no harm. When ſhe ſaw my condition, ſhe 
cried, ** Here be no devil, but in your fool's head. — 
Here be a poor miſerable wretch, bleeding to death, ami 
if a dies, we muſt be at the charge of burying him; 


he is more eable than we to lay out money upon poor va- 
grants. — Her advice was taken, and immediately put 
in execution: I was rolled to the other farmer's door, 
where I was tumbled out like a heap of dung; and 
would certainly have fallen a prey to the hogs, if my 
groans had not diſturbed the family, and brought ſome 
of them out to view my ſituation. But Hodge reſem 
bled the Jew more than the good Samaritan, and order- 
ted me to he carried to the houſe of the parſon, whoſe 
buſineſs it was to practiſe as well as to preach charity: 
Obſerving, that it was ſufficient for him to pay his 
1 23 N qua 


therefore, Dick, go vetch the old wheel-barrow, and | 
puten in, and carry en to Goodman Hodge's back-door, | 
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quola towards the maintenance of the poor belonging to his 
own pariſh, When I was ſer down at the vicar's gate, he 
fell into a mighty paſſion, and threatened to excommu- 


nicate him who ſent, as well as thoſe who brought me, 


unleſs they would move me immediately to another 
lace.— About this time I fainted with the fatigue I 
had undergone, and afterwards underſtood that I was 


bandied from door to door through a whole village, no- 


body having humanity enough to adminiſter the leaſt 
relief to me, until an old woman, who was ſuſpected of 
witchcraft by the neighbourhood, hearing of my diſtreſs, 


received me into her houſe, and, having dreſſed my 


wounds, brought me to myſelf with cordials of her own 
preparing. — I was treated with great care ancttender- 
neſs by this grave matron, who, after J had recovered 
ſome ftrength, deſired to know the particulars of my laſt 
diſaſter. This piece of ſatisfaction I could not refuſe 
to one who had ſaved my life, therefore related all my 
adventures without exageration or reſerve. She ſeemed 
furpriſed at the viciſſitudes I had undergone, and drew 
a happy preſage of my future life from my paſt ſuffer- 


ings, then launched out into the praiſe of adverſity with 


with ſo much ardour and good ſenſe, that I concluded ſhe 
was a perſon who had ſeen better days, and conceived a 
longing defire to hear her ſtory.—She perceived my drift 
by ſome words I dropped, and, ſmiling told me, there 
was nothing either entertaining or extraordinary in the 
courſe of her fortune ; but, however, ſhe would com- 
municate to me, in conſideration of the confidence I had 
repoſed in her.— . It is of little confidence, (ſhe ſaid) 
to tell the names of my parents, who are dead many 
years ago: Let it ſuffice to aſſure you, they were 
wealthy, and had no other child than me; ſo that I was 
looked upon as heireſs to a conſiderable eſtate, and 
teized with addreſſes on that account. Among the 
number of my admirers, there was a young gentleman 


of no fortune, whoſe ſole dependance was on his pro- 


motion in the army, in which, at that time, he bore a 
lieutenant's commiſſion, —I conceived an affection for 
. B 2 this 
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amiable officer, which in a ſhort time encreaſed to a 
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violent paſſion, and without entering into minute cir- 
cumſtances, married him privately.— We had not en- 


Jo yed one another long in ſtolen interviews, when he 


was ordered with his regiment to Flanders; but, beſore 
he ſet out, it was agreed between us, that he ſhould de- 
clare our marriage to my father by letter, and implore 
his pardon for the ſtep we had taken without his appro- 
bation.—This diſcovery was made while I was abroad 
viſit ing, and juſt as I was about to return home, I re- 
ceived a letter from my father, importing, that ſince TI 
had acted fo undutifully and mtanly as to marry a beg- 
gar, without his privity or conſent, to the diſgrace of 


his family, as well as the diappointment of his hopes, 


he renounced me to the miſerable fate I had entauded 
upon myſelf, and charged me never to ſet foot within 
his doors again.—This rigid ſentence was confirmed by 
my mother, who, in a poſtſcript, gave me to underſtand, 
that her ſentiments were exactly conformable to thoſe of 
my father, and that I might fave myſelf the trouble of 
making any applications, for her reſolutions were unal- 
terable.—Thunderftruck with my evil fortune, I called a 
coach, and drove to my huſband's lodgings, where I 
found him waiting the event of his letter.—— Thou 

he could eaſily divine by my looks the iſſue of his decla- 
ration, he read with great ſteadineſs the epiſtle I had re- 
ceived; and with a ſmile full of tenderneſs, which I 
thall never forget, embraced me, ſaying, I believe. the 


good lady, your mother, might have ſpared herſelf the 


trouble of the laſt part of her poſtſcript, —Well, my 
dear Betty, you muſt lay aſide all thoughts of a coach, 
till I can procure the command of a regiment.— This 
unconcerned behaviour, while it enabled me to ſupport 
my reverſe of fortune, at the ſame time endeared him to 
me the more, by convincing me of his diſintereſted views 
in eſpouſing me.— I was next day boarded in company 
with the wife of another officer, who had long been the 
friend and confident of my huſband, at a village not far 
trom London, where they parted from us in the moit 


melting 
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melting manner, went to Flanders, and were killed in: 
fight of one another, at the battle of the Wood. Why 


ſhould I tire you with a deſcription of our unutterable 
forrow at the fatal news of this event, the remembrance 
of which now fills my aged eyes with tears. When our 
grief ſubſided a little, and reflection came to our aid, we 
found ourſelves deſerted by the whole world, and in 
danger of periſhing by want: Whereupon we made ap- 
plication for the penſion, and were put -upon the liſt. 
Then vowing eternal friendſhip, fold our jewels and 
ſuperfluous clothes, retircd to this place (which is the 
county of Suſſex) bought this little houſe, where we lived 
many years in a folitary manner, indulging our mutual 
{orrow, till it pleaſed heaven to call away my compa- 


nion two years ago, fince which time I have lingered 


out an unhappy being, in hopes of a ſpeedy diſſolution, 
when I promiſe myſelf the eternal reward of all my 
cares. In the mean time I muſt inform you of the cha- 
racter I bear among the netghbours :—My converſa- 
tion being different from that of the inhabitants of the 
village, my recluſe way of life, my {kill in curing diſ- 
tempers, which I acquired from books ſince J ſettled 
here, and laſtly, my age, have made the common peo- 
ple look upon me as ſomething preternatural ; and Iam 
actually at this hour believed to be a witch. The par- 
ſon of the pariſh, whoſe acquaintance I have not been 
at much pains to cultivate, taking umbrage at my ſup- 
poſed diſreſpect, has contributed not a little towards the 
confirmation of this opinion, by dropping certain hints 
to my prejudice among the vulgar, who are alſo very 
much ſcandalized at my entertaining this poor tabby 
cat with the collar about her neck, which was a favourite 
of my deceaſed companion.“ | a 

The whole behaviour of this venerable perſon was ſo 
primitive, innocent, ſenſible, and humane, that I con- 
tracted a filial reſpect for her, and begged her advice 
with regard to my future conduct, as ſoon as I was in a 
condition to act for myſelf.— She diſſuaded me from a 


deſign I had formed of travelling to London, in hopes of 
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14 THE ADVENTURES OF 
retrieving my clothes and pay, by returning to my ſuip, 
which by this time, I read in the news- papers, was 
ſafely arrived in the river Thames : * Becauic (ſaid ſhe) 
you run the hazard of being treated not only as a de- 
ſerter, in quitting the ſloop, but alſo as a mutineer, in 
aſſaulting your commanding officer, to the malice of 
whoſe revenge you will moreover be expoſed.” —She 
then promited to recommend me as a ſervant to a ſingle 
lady of her acquaintance, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood with her nephew, who was a young fox-hunter of 
great fortune, where I might be very RApP3' provided 


I could bear the diſpoſition and manners of my miſtreſs, 


which were ſomewhat whimſical and particular. But 
above all things, ſhe counſelled me to conceal my ſtory, 
the knowledge of which would effectually poiſon my en- 
tertainment ; for it was a maxim amongſt moſt pæople 
of condition, that no gentleman in diftreſs ought to be 
admitted into a family, as a domeſtic, leſt he become 
e lazy, and inſolent.— I was fain to embrace this 


umble propoſal, becauſe my affairs were deſperate, and 
in a few days was hired by this lady, to ſerve in quality 
of her footman: having been repreſented by my hoſteſs 
as a young man who was bred up to the ſea by his rela- 
tions againſt his will, and had ſuffered ſhipwreck, which 
had encreaſed his diſguſt to that way of lite ſo much, 
that he rather choſe to go to. ſervice on ſhore, than enter 
himſelf on board of any other ſhip.— Before I took poſ- 
ſeſſion of my place, ſhe gave me a ſketch of my niiftreſs's 
character, that I might know better how to regulate - 
my conduct. Your lady (faid ſhe) is a maiden of 
forty years, not ſo remarkable for her beauty as her 
learning and tafte, which is famous all over the country - 
— Indeed ſhe is a perfect female virtuoſo, and fo eager 
after the purſuit of knowledge, that ſhe neglects her 
perſon even to a degree of ſluttiſnneſs; this negligence; 
together with her contempt of the male part of the cren- 
tien, gives her nephew no great concern, as by theſe 
means, he will probably keep her fortune, which is conſi- 
derable, in the family. He therefore permits her to 
| live 
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lire in her own way, which is ſomething extraordinary, 
and gratifies her in all her whimſical deſires. Her apart- 

ment is at ſome diſtance from the other inhabited parts - 

of the houſe; and conſiſt of a dining-room, bed-chamber, 

and ſtudy. She keeps a cook-maid, waiting-woman, 

and footman of her own, and ſeldom eats or converſes 
with any of her family but her niece, who is a very 

lovely creature, and humours her aunt often to the pre- 

judice of her own health, by ſetting up with her whole 
nights together; for your miſtreſs is toa much of a 

phile ſopher to be ſwayed by the cuſtoms of the world, 

and never ſleeps or eats like other people. Among other 

odd notions, ſhe profeſſes the principles of Roſicrucius, 

and believes the earth, air, and fea, are inhabited by in- 

viſible beings, with whom it is poſſible for the human 

ſpecies to entertain correſpondence and intimacy on the 

ealy condition of living chaſte.— As ſhehopes one day to 

be admitted into an acquaintance of this kind, the no- 

{5oner heard of me and my cat, than ſhe paid me a v.ſit, 

with a view, as ſhe ſince owned, to be introduced to my 

familiar; and was greatly mortified to find herſelf diſap- 

pointed in her expectation. Beingsdy this viſionary 

turn cf mind, abſtraSted as it were from the world, the 
cannot advert to I common occurrences of lite; and 
therefore is frequently ſo abſent as to commit very ſtrange 

miſtakes and extravagancies, which you will do well to 

rectiſy and repair, as your prudence ſhall ſuggeſt. 

| EMAP. 

Ip reception by that lady I brcome enamouned of Narciſſa 
recount the perticulers of my laſt mi gfortune — acquire 
the good opinion of my 4 * account of the young 
fauirc—1 am made acquainted with more particulars of 
Narcifa's fitraton—concetve a mortal hatred againſt 
Sir Timothy—examine my lady's library and perform- 
ance hen extravagant behaviour. : 

FRAUGHT with theſe uſeful inſtructions, IJ repaired 

to the place of her habitation, and was introduced 

hy the waiting-woman to the preſence of my lady, who 
had not before ſeen me.,—She ſat in her ſtudy, with one 
foot 
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6 THE ADVENTURES OF 

foot on the ground, and the other upon a high ſtool at 
ſome diſtance from her ſeat : heryandy locks hung down 
in a diſorder I cannot call beautiful, from her head, 
which was deprived of its coif, for the benefit of ſcratch- 
ing with one hand, while ſhe held the ſtump of a pen 
in the other. Her forehead was high and wrinkled ; her 
eyes were large, grey, and prominent; her noſe was 

dine, her mouth of vaſt capacity; 
her viſage meagre and freckled, and her chin peeked like 
2 ſhoe-maker's paring-knife ; her upper lip contained 
a large quantity of plain Spaniſh, which, by continual 
falling, had embroidered her neck, that was not natu- 
rally very white, and the breaſt of her gown, that flowed 
looſe about her with a negligence truly poetic, diſcover- 
ing linen that was very fine, and, toall appearance, never 
waſhed but in Caftalian ftreams.—Around her lay heaps 


of books, globes, quadrants, teleſcopes, and other 


learned apparatus. Her ſnuff-box ſtood at her right 
hand, at her left-hand lay her handkerchief ſufficiently 
uſed, and a convenience to ſpit in, appeared on one fide of 
her chair. She being in a reverie when we entered, the 
maid did not think proper to diſturb her: fo that we 


- waited ſome minutes unobſerved, during which time 


ſhe bit the ow ſeveral times, altered her poſition, made 
many wry faces, and at length, with an air of triumph, 
repeated aloud: | gh 


“ Nor dare th' immortal gods my rage oppoſe. 


Having committed her ſucceſs to paper, ſhe turned to- 
wards the door, and, perceiving us, cried, © What's the 


matter? —““ Here's the young man (replied my con- 


ductreſs) whom Mrs, Sagely recommended as a footman 
to your ladyſhip. On this information ſhe ſtared in 
my face a conſiderable time, and then atked my name, 
which I thought proper to conceal under that of John 
Brown.—After having ſurveyed me with a curious eye, 
ſhe broke out into O! ay, thou wait ſhipwreck'd, I 
remember. Whether didſt thou come oa ſhore on the 
back 
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back of a whale or a dolphin! To this J anſwered, 


I had ſwam aſhore without any aſſiſtance. Then ſhe de- 


manded to know if I had ever been at the Helleſpont, 
and ſwam from Seſtos to Abydos. I replied in the ne- 
gative. 


duty: ſo ſaying, ſhe ſpit in her ſnuff- box, and wiped her 
noſe with her cap, which lay on the table, inſtead of an 
handkerchief, We returned to the kitchen, where I was 
regaled by the maids, who ſeemed to vie with each other, 
in expreſſing their regard for me: and from them I un- 
derſtood that my buſineſs corfſifted in cleaning knives 
and forks, laying the cloth, waiting at table, carrying 
meſſages, and attending my lady when ſhe went abroad. 
There was a good ſuit of livery in the houſe, which had 
belonged to my predeceflor deceaſed, and fitted me ex- 
actly; ſo that there was no occaſion for employing a 


tailor on my account.—T had not long been equipped in 


this manner, when my lady's bell rung; upon which, I 
ran up ſtairs, and found her ſtalking about the room in 


Upon which, ſhe bade the maid order a ſuit of 
new livery for me, and inſtruct me in the articles of my 


her ſhift and under-petticoat only. I would have imme- 


diately retired as became me, but ſhe bid me come in, and 
air a clean ſhift for her; which operation I having per- 
formed with ſome backwardneſs, ſhe put it on before 
me without any ceremony, and I verily believe was ig- 
norant of my ſex all that time, as being quite abſorbed in 


_ contemplation. —About four o'clock in the afternoon, I 


was ordered to lay the cloth, and place two covers, 
which I underſtood were for my miſtreſs and her niece, 
whom I had not as yet ſeen, Though I was not very 
dextrous at this work, I performed it pretty well for a 


beginner: and when dinner was upon the table, ſaw my 


miſtreſs approach, accompanied by the young lady, whoſe 
name for the pretent ſhalt be Narciſſa.— So much ſweet- 
neſs appeared m the countenance and carriage of this 


amiable apparition, that my heart was captivated at firſt | 


ſight, and, while dinner laſted, I gazed upon her without 

intermiſſion.— Her age ſeemed to be ſeventeen, her ſta- 

ture tall, her ape unexceptionable; her hair, that fell 
7 down 
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18 THE ADVENTURES OF 


down upon her ivory neck in ringlets, black as jet: her 


arched eye-brows of the ſame colour; her eyes piercing, 


yet tender; her lips of the conſiſtence and hue of cher- 
ries; her complexion clear, delicate, and healthy ; her 
aſpect noble, ingenuous, and humane; and the whole per- 
ſon ſo raviſhingly delightful, that it was impoſſible for 
any creature, endued with ſenſibility, to ſee without ad- 
miring, and admire without loving her to exceſs! I be- 
gan to curſe the ſervile ſtation that placed me ſo far be- 
neath the regard of this idol of my adoration! and yetT 
blefled my - that enabled me to enjoy _ the fight 
of ſo much perfection! When ſhe ſpoke, I liftened with 
rm but when ſhe ſpoke to me, my ſoul was thril- 


led with an extaſy of tumultuous joy ! I was even ſo happy 


as to be the ſubject of their converſation. For Narciſſa 
having obſerved me, ſaid to her aunt, I ſee your new 
footman is come. Then addrefling herſelf to me, 
aſked with ineffable complacency, if I was the perſon 
who had been ſo cruelly uſed by robbers? When I ſa- 
tisfied her in this, ſhe — a deſire of knowing the 
other particulars of my fortune both before and ſince my 
being ſhipwreck'd. Hereupon (as Mrs. Sagely had 
counſelled me) I told her that I had been bound apprentice 
to the maſter of a ſhip, contrary to my inclination, which 
ſhip had foundered at ſea; that I and four more, who 
chanced to be on deck when ſhe went down, made ſhift 
to ſwim to the ſhore, when my companions, after hav- 
ing overpowered me, ſtript me to the ſhirt, and left me, 
as they imagined, dead of the wounds I received in my 
own defence. Then I related the circumſtances of my 
being found in a barn, with the inhuman treatment I 
met with from the country people and parſon; the de- 
ſcription of which, I perceived, drew tears from the 
charming creature's eyes? When J had finiſhed my re- 
cital, my miſtreſs ſaid, . Ma foy! le garcon eff bien 
fait! To which opinion Narciſſa aſſented, with a 
compliment to my underſtanding in the ſame language, 
that flattered my vanity extremely. | 
The converſation, among other ſubje&s, turned upon 
8 | the 
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the young ſquire, whom my lady enquired after, under 
the title of the Savage; and was informed by her niece, 
that he was ſtill in bed, repairing the fatigue of lait 
night's debauch, and recruiting ſtrength and ſpirits to 
undergo 2 fox-chace tomorrow morning, in company 
with Sir Timothy Thicket, Squire Bumper, and a great 
many other gentlemen of the ſame ſtamp, whom he had 
mvited on that occaſion; ſo that by day-break, the 
whole houſe would be in an uproar.— This was a very 
diſagreeable piece of news to the wirtuoſo, who proteſted 
fie would ſtuff her ears with cotton when ſhe went to 
bed, and take a doſe of opium to make her ſleep the 
more ſound, that ſhe might not be diſturbed and diſ- 
tracted by the clamour of the brutes. 58 
When their dinner was over, I and my fellow. ſer- 
vants ſet down to ours in the kitchen, where I under- 
ſtood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy knight 
m the neighbourhood, between whom and Narcifla a 
match had been projected by her brother, who promiſed 
at the ſame time to eſpouſe Sir Timothy's ſiſter; by 
which means, as their fortunes were pretty equal, the 
young ladies would be provided for, and their brothers 
be never the poorer: but that the ladies did not concur 
in the ſcheme, each of them entertaining a hearty con- 


tempt for the perſon allotted to her for a huſbaud, by 


this agreement.—This information begat in me a mor- 
tal averſion to Sir Timothy, whom I looked upon as my 
rival, and curſed in my heart. for his preſumption. — 
Next morning by day-break, being awakened by the 
noiſe of the hunters and hounds, I roſe to view the ca- 
valcade, and had a ſight of my competitor, whoſe accom- 
phſhments (the eſtate excluded) did not ſeem brilliant, 
enough to give me much uneaſineſs with reſpect to Nar- 
cifla, who, I flattered myſelf, was not to be won by quali- 
fications as he was maſter of, either as to perſon or 
mind. —_My miſtreſs, notwithſtanding her precaution, 
was ſo much diſturbed by her nephew's company, that 
fhe did not rife till five o' clock in the afternoon; So that 
I had an opportunity of examining her ſtudy at leture, 

NF to 


rible manner 
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to which examination I was ſtrongly prompted by my 
curioſity. —Here I found a thouſand ſcraps of her own 
poetry, conſiſting of three, four, ten, twelve, and twenty 
lines,” on an infinity of ſubjeëts, which, as whim in- 
ſpired, ſhe had begun, w:chout conſtancy or capacity to 
bring to any degree of compoſition. But what was 


very extraordinary in a female poet, there was not the 


leaſt mention made of love in any of her performances. 


I counted fragments of five tragedies, the titles of which 


were, The Stern Philoſopher.— The Double Mur- 
der.—The Sacrilegious 'Traitor.—The Fall of Lu- 
cifer ;—and the Laſt Day.” From whence I gathered 
that. her. diſpoſition was gioomy, and her imagination 
delighted with objects of horror.— Her library was com- 
poſed of the beſt Engliſh hiſtorians, poets, and philoſo- 
phers; of all the French critics and poets, and of a few 
books in Italian, chiefly poetry, at the head of which 
were Taſſo and Arioſto, pretty much uſed. Beſides 
theſe, tranſlations of the claſſics into French, but not one 


book in Greek or Latin; a circumſtance that diſcovered 


her ignorance in theſe languages.—After having taken 
a full view of this collection, I retired, and at the ulual 
time was preparing to lay the cloth, when I was told by 
the maid that her miſtreſs was ſtill in bed, and had been 
ſo affected with the notes of the hounds in the morning, 
that ſhe actually believed herſelf a hare, beſet by the hun- 
ters; and begged a few greens to munch tor breakfaſt .— 
When I expreſſed my ſurpriſe at this unaccountable ima- 
gination, ſhe gave me to. underitand, that her lady was 
very much ſubject to whims of this nature; fometimes 
fancying herſelf an animal, fometimes a piece of furni- 
ure, durifig which conceited transformations, it was 

ery dangerous to come near her, eſpecially when ſhe 
Fepreſented a beait ; for that latly, in the character of a 
cat, ſhe had flown at her and ſcratched her face in a ter-- 
that fome months ago, ſhe propheſied 


the general conflagration was at hand, and nothing would 

be able to quench it hat her water, which therefore ſhe 

kept fo long that her life was in danger; and ihe muſt 
| | 2 | needs 
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necds have died of the retention, had they not found an 
expedient to make her evacuate, by kindling a bonfire 
under her chamber- window, and perſuading her that the 
houſe was in flames; upon which, with great delibera- 
tion, ſhe bade them bring all the tubs and veſlels they 
could find, to be filled, for the preſervation of the houſe, 
into one of which ſhe immediately diſcharged the cauſe 
of her diſtemper.— I was allo informed, that nothing 
contributed ſo much to the recovery of her reaſon, as 
muſic, which was always adminiſtered on the occa- 
ſions by Narcifla, who played perfectly well on the harp- 
ſichord, and to whom ſhe (the maid) was juſt then going 
to intimate her aunt's diſorder.— She was no fooner 
gone, than I was ſummoned by the bell to my lady's 
chamber, where I found her ſitting ſquat on her arms, 
on the floor, in the manner of puts when ſhe liſtens to the 
outcries of her purſuers. When I appeared, ſhe ſtarted 
up with an alarmed look, and ſprung to the other fide 
of the room to avoid me, whom without doubt, ſhe miſ- 
took for a beagle thirſting after her life. —Perceiving her 
extreme confuſion, I retired, and on the ſtaĩir- caſe met 
the adorable, Narciſſa coming up, to whom I imparted 
the ſituation of my miſtreſs; She ſaid not a word, but 
imiling with unſpeakable grace, went into her aunt's 
apartment, and.in a little time my ears were raviſhed 
with the effects of her ſkill. She accompanied the in- 
ſtrument with a voice ſo ſweet and melodicus, that I 
did not wonder at the ſurpriſing change it produced on 
the ſpirits of my miſtreſs, which were toon compoſed to 
peace and ſober reflection. | | 

About ſeven o'clock, the hunters arrived, with the 
iKins of two foxes and one badger, carried before them 
4s trophies of their ſucceſs. And when they were about 
to fit down at dinner (or ſupper) Sir Timothy Thicket 


deſired that Narciſſa would honour the table with her 


preſence ; But this requeſt, notwithſtanding her bro- 
ther's threats and intreaties, ſhe refuſed, on pretence of 
attending her aunt, who was indifpoſed ; fo I enjoyed 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing my rival mortified : But this 
Vor. II. 18. 5 diiappoint- 


—— —— ̃ ?:: — 


> — 
> 2 — 
—— 


— 
— IS A 
— eos eee 9 
_— 
CES os Ht 


ä — — — — — 
— . oY? _ — 2 — — _ 
2 ” 3 1 
P oe — rr — — 
— —— — * — a £ __ pf Pi - = 
——— — — ke 2 


[ 
1 
. 
500 
[4H 
54 
b 
i 
* 
7 
tl 
ar 
J 
\ 
1 
15 
3 
6 


13 
$i 
1 15 
* 
4 
1 
* 1 
11 
mr 
. * 
4 
6 15 
1 
$5 
Bi? 


„ THE ADVENTURES OF 
diſappointment made no great impreſſion on him, who con- 
ſoled himſelf with the bottle, of which the whole company 
became ſo enamoured, that after a moſt horrid uproar 
of laughing, ſinging, ſwearing, dancing, and fighting, 
they were all carried to bed in a ſtate of utter oblivion, 
My duty being altogether detached from the Squire 
and his family, I led a pretty eaſy and comfortable lite, 
drinking daily intoxicating draughts of love from the 
charms of Narciſſa, which brightened on my contempla- 
tion every day more and more. Inglorious as my pre- 
ſent ſtation was, I became blind to my own unworthi- 
nets, and even conceived hopes of one : in enjoying this 
amiable creature, whoſe affability greatly encouraged 
theſe preſumptuous thoughts. 


CH AM TY. 
My muſtreſs 1s 


{furpriſed at my learning—communicates 


her performances to me I impart ſome of mine to ber— MF 
am mortiſied \at ber faint praiſe—Narciſſa approves f v 
my condutt—h gain an muoluntary conqueſt over the h 
cook-<ench and dairy-maid—their mutual reſentment Ke 
and infinuations—the jealouſy of their lowers. t 
DURNG this ſeaton of love and tranquillity, my 1 
muſe which had lain dormant ſo long, awoke, and 5 
produced ſeveral ſmall performances on the ſubje& of t. 
my flame: But as it concerned me nearly, to remain K 
undiſcovered in my real character and ſentiments, I was * 
under a neceſſity of mortitying my deſire of praite, by q 
confining my works to my own peruſal and applauſe. t 
In the mean time I ſtrove to inſinuate myſelf into tie 2 


good opinion of both ladies; and fucceeded ſo well, by + 
my diligence and dutiful behaviour, that in a little time, 


I was at leaſt a favourite ſervant, and frequently en- d 
joyed the opportunity of hearing my name mentioned t 
in French and Italian, with ſome degree of warmth and 1 


ſurpriſe, by the dear obſect of all my wiſhes, as a perſon 
who had to much of the gentleman in my appearance i , 
and diſccurſe, that ſhe could not for her ſoul, treat me 
Ike a common lacquey. My prudence and modeſty 1 
were not long proof againſt theſe bewitching compli- H , 
7 oY 5 ments 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 23 
ments. One day, while I waited at dinner, the con- 


verſation turned upon a knotty paſſage of Taſſo's Gie- 


ruſalem, which, it ſeems had puzzled them both: After 
a great many unſatisfactory conjectures, my miſtreſs 
taking the book out of her pocket, turned up to the 
place in queſtion, and read the fentence over and over 
without ſucceſs ; at length, deſpairing of finding the 
author's meaning, ſhe turned to me, ſaying Come 


hither, Bruno, let us ſee what fortune will do for us ; L 


will interpret to thee what goes before and what follows 
this obſcure paragraph, the particular words of which I 
will alſo explain, that thou mayeſt, by comparing one 
with another, gueſs the ſenſe of that which perplexes 
us. -I was too vain to let flip this opportunity of diſ- 
playing my talents, therefore, without heſitation, read 
and explained the whole of, that which had diſconcerted 
them, to the utter aſtoniſhment of both. Narciſſa's face 
and lovely neck were overipread with bluſhes, from 
which I drew a favourable omen ; while her aunt, after 


having ſtared at me a good while, with a look of amaze- 


ment, exclaimed, ©* In the name of heaven! Who art 
thou? -I told her I had picked up a ſmattering of 
Italian, during a voyage up the ſtraits.—At this expla- 
nation ſhe ſhook her head, and obſerved, that no ſmat- 
terer could read as I had done.—She then deſired to 
know if I underſtood French ?—To which queſtion I 
anſwered in the affirmative : She aſked, if I was ac- 
quainted with the Latin and Greek ? I replied, 5 A lit- 
tle.” , Oho! (continued ſhe) and with philoſophy 
and mathematics, I fuppoſe ?”'—TI owned I knew ſome- 
thing of each. Then ſhe repeated her ſtare and inter- 
rogation.— I began to repent of my vanity, and in or- 
der to repair the fault I had committed, ſaid it was not 
to be wondered at if I had a tolerable education, for 
learning was fo cheap in my c \utry, that every peaſant 
was a ſcholar ; but I hoped her ladyſhip would think 
my underſtanding no exception to my character.— She 
was pleaſed to anfwer, © No, no, God forbid,” But 
during the reſt of the time they ſat at table, they behaved 
with remarkable reſerve. . 2» This 
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24 THE ADVENTURES OF 

This alteration gave me great uneaſineſs: and I paſſed 
the night without ſleep, in melancholy reflections on the 
vanity of young men, which prompts them to commit 
ſo many fooliſh actions, contrary to their own ſober judg. 
ment.—Next day, however, inſtead of profiting by this 
ſelf- condemnation, I yielded ftill more to the dictates of 
the principle I had endeavoured to chaſtiſe, and if for- 
tune had not befriended me more than prudence could ex- 
pect, I ſhould have been treated with the contempt it de- 
ſerved: After breakfaſt, my lady, who was a true 
author, bade me follow her into the ftudy, where ſhe ex- 
preſſed herſelf thus: Since you are ſo learned, you can- 
not be void of taſte; therefore I am to deſire your opi- 
nion of a ſmall performance in poetry, which I lately 
compoied.—You muſt know I have planned a tragedy, 
the ſubject of which ſhall be the murder of a prince be- 
fore the altar, where he is buſy at his devotions.—After 
the deed is perpetrated, the regicide will harangue the 
people with the bloody dagger in his hand; and I have 


character extremely—Here it is.“ Then taking up a 
{crap of paper, ſhe read with violent emphaſis and geſ- 


ture, as follows: - 


Thus have I ſent the ſimple king to hell, 
Without or coffin, ſhroud, or paſling bell: 

'To me, what are divine and human laws ? 

I court no ſanction but my own applauſe! 
Rapes, robb'ries, treaſons, yield my foul delight; 
And human carnage gratifies my ſight: 

I drag the parent by the hoary hair, 1 
And toſs the ſprawling infant on my ſpear, ſ 
While the fond mother's cries regale mine ear. 

IT fight, I vanquiſh, murder friends and foes ; 
Nor dare th' immortal Gods my rage oppoſe.“ 


Though I did great violence to my underſtanding in 
praiſing this unnatural rhapſody, I nevertheleſs extolled 
it as a production that of itſelf deſerved immortal fam: 
and beſought her ladyſhip to bleſs the world * the 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 2 
fruits of thoſe uncommon talents heaven had beſtowed 
upon her—She ſmiled with a look of ſelt-complacency, 
and encouraged by the incenſe I had offered, communi- 
cated all her poetical works, which I applanded one by 
one, with as little candour as I had ſhewn at firſt.— Sa- 
tiated with my flattery, which J hope, my fituation juſti- 
fied, ſhe could not in conſcience refuſe me an opportunity 
of ſhining in my turn : and therefore, after a compli- 
ment to my nice diſcernment and taſte, obſerved, that 
doubtleſs I muſt have produced ſomeching in that way 
myſelf, which ſhe deſired to ſee.— This was a tempta- 
tion I could by no means reſiſt.— I owned that while I 
was at college, I wrote ſome {mall detached pieces, at 
the defire of a friend who was in love; and at her requeſt 
repeated the foliowing verſes, which indeed my love for 
Narciſſa had inſpired. 5 : 


On Celia playing on the harpſichord and ſinging. 


1 J. | 
When Sappho ſtruck the quiv'ring wire, 
The throbbing, breaſt was all on fire: 
And when ſhe rais'd the vocal lay, 

The captive ſoul was charm'd away! 
1 II. 

But had the nymph, poſſeſt with theſe, 
Thy ſofter, chaſter pow'r to pleaſe; 

Thy beauteous air of ſprightly youth, 

Thy native {miles of artleſs trutlß; 
| III. 

The worm of grief had never prey'd 

On the forſaken, love- ſick inaid: 

Nor had ſhe mourn'd an hapleſs flame, 

Nor daſn'd on rocks her tender frame. 


| My miſtreſs paid me a cold compliment on my verſi- 


fication, which, ſhe ſaid, was clegant encugh, but the 
ſubiect beneath the pen of a true poct. I was extremely 


nettled at her indifterence, and looked at Narciſſa, who 
by this time had joined us, for cz approbation, but ſhe 
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26 THE ADVENTURES OF 
declined giving her opinion, proteſting ſhe was no judge 
of theſe matters: So that I was forced to retire, very 
much baulked in my expectation, which was generally 
a little too ſanguine. In the afternoon, however, the 
waiting-maid aſſured me, that Narciſſa had expreſſed her 
approbation of my performance with great warmth, and 
deſired her to procure a copy of it, as tor herſelf, that ſhe 
(Narciſſa) might have an opportunity to peruſe it at 
pleaſure. I was elated to an extravagant pitch at 
this intelligence, and immediately tranſcribed a fair copy 
of my Ode, which was carried to the dear charmer, toge- 
ther with another on the ſame ſubject, as follows : 


| 

Thy fatal ſhafts unerring move, 

I bow before thine altar, Love ! 

J feel thy ſoit, reſiſtleſs flame, 

Glide ſwift through all my vital frame! 

For while I gaze, my boſom glows, 

My blood in tides impetuous flows; 

Hope, fear, and joy alternate roll, 

And floods of tranſports whelm my ſoul! 
85 - 

My fault'ring tongue attempts in vain, 

In ſoothing murmurs to complain ; 

My tongue ſome ſecret magic ties, 

My murmurs fink in broken ſiglis! 

IV. 

Condenm'd to nurſe eternal care, 

And ever drop the ſilent tear, 

Unheard I mourn, unknown I ſigh, 


Unfriended live, unpity'd die! 


Whether or not Narciſſa diſcovered my paſſion, I could 

not Jearn trom her behaviour, which though always be- 

nevolent to me, was henceforth more reſerved and leſs 

cheerful.— While my thoughts aſpired to a ſphere ſo far 

above me, I had unwittingly made a congueſt of the 

cook-wench and dairy-maid, who became fo jealons A 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 27 
each other, that if their ſentiments had been refined by 
education, it 1s er one or other of them would 
have had recourſe 
her rival; but as their minds were happily adapted to 
their humble ſtation, their mutual enmity was confined 
to ſcolding and fifty-cuffs, in which exerciſes they were 
both well ſkilled. . My good fortune did not long remain 
a ſecret; for it was diſclꝭ ſed by the frequent broils of 
theſe heroines, who kept no decorum in their encounters. 
The coachman and gardener, who paid their devoirs to 
my admirers, each to his reſpective choice, alarmed at 
my ſucceſs, laid their heads together, in order to concert 
a plan of revenge; and the former having been educated 
at the academy of Tottenham-court, undertook to chal- 
lenge me to fingle combat. He accordingly, with many 
opprobrious invectives, bade me defiance, and offered to 
box me for twenty guineas.—I told him, that although 
I believed myſelt a match for him, even at that work, I 
would not deſcend ſo far below the dignity of a gentle- 
man as to fight like a porter; but if he had any thing to 
ſay to me, I was his man at blunderbuſs, muſket, piſtol, 
ſword, hatchet, ſpit, cleaver, fork, or needle; nay, I 
ſwore, that ſhould he give his tongue any more ſaucy 
liberties at my expence, I would crop his cars without 
any ceremony. This rodomontade, delivered with a 
ſtern countenance, and reſolute tone, had the deſired ef- 
fe& upon my antogoniſt, who with ſome confuſion, 
ſneaked off, and gave his friend an account of his recep- 
tion. The tory taking air among the ſervants, procured 
for me the title of Gentleman John, with which I was 
ſometimes honoured, even by my miſtreſs and Narciſſa, 
who had been informed of the whole affair by the cham- 
ber-maid.—In the mean time, the rival queens expreſſed 
their paſſion by all the ways in their power : The cook 


| entertained me with choice bits, the dairy-maid with 
ſtroakings; the firſt would often encourage me to diſ- 
cover myſelf by complimenting me upon my courage 
and learning, and obſerving, that if ſhe had a huſband 
ike me to maintain order and keep accompts, the could 
make 


to poiſon or ſteel, to be avenged of 


— —— — — WA a0 DESO > . — H 
— — gn 4 ; — — —— — — 5 
— — ß——ͤ—5 — = rn 3 ** * n - 9 — — 4 — eve wins B — CE INES W r = 
Et nts FOES n+ oe K E - gl 2 — 8 * a — = 
E — . —— 7 2 — — 22 - - 
| _— * * * bay os — — — — 5 
. 


——  — —— inn co; - — 
> K 8 1 


—— 


28 THE ADVENTURES OF 
make à great deal of money by ſetting up an eating. 
houſe in London, for gentlemen's ſervants on board 
wages. The other courted my affection, by ſhewing 
her own importance, and telling me that _ a fubitan- 
tial farmer in the neighbourhood would be glad to marry 
her; but ſhe was reſolved to pleaſe her eye, if ſhe ſhould 
plague her heart. Then ſhe would launch out in praiſe 
of my proper perſon, and ſay, ſhe was fure I would 
make a good huſband, for I was very good- natured.— 
I began to be uneaiy at the importunities of thoſe ina- 
moratas, whom, at another time, perhaps, I might 
have pleaſed without the diſagreeable ſauce of matrimo- 
ny; but at preſent, my ſou] was engroſſed by Narciſſa, 
and I could not bear the thoughts of doing any thing 
derogatory of the paſſion J entertainel for her. 
CHAT Fo 

Narciſſa being danger from the brutality of Sir Timothy, 

is reſcued by me, who revenge myſelf on my ria. 


I declare my paſſion, and retreat to the ſea-fide—am 


ſurrounded by ſmugglers, and carried to Bullogne—fina 
my uncle, Lieutenant Bowling, in great diſtreſs, and 
releve him ur converſation. 
certain intervals my my ambition would revive : 
I would deſpiſe myſelf for my tame reſignation to 
my ſordid fate, and revolve an hundred ſchemes for aſ- 
fuming the character of a gentleman, to which I thought 
my leit intitled by my birth and education. —In theſe 
fruitlels ſuggeſtions time ſtole away unperceived, and 1 
had already remained eight months in the ſtation of a 
footman, when an accident happened that put an end to 
my lervitude, and tor the pretent baniſhed all hopes of 
ſucceeding in my love. | 
Nat 5 went one day to viſit Miſs Thicket, who 
lived with her brother within leſs than a mile of our 
houſe, and was perſuaded to walk home in the cool of 
the evening, accompanied by Sir Timothy, who, having 
a good deal of the brute in him, was inſtigated to ut? 
ſome unbecoming tamiliarities with her, encouraged by 
the ſolitarineſs of a field through which they paſſed.— 
| | | The 
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The lovely creature was incenſed at his rude behaviour, 
for which ſhe reproached him in ſuch a manner that he 
Joſtallregard to decency, and actually offered violence to 
this pattern of innocence and beauty.—But heaven 
would not ſuffer ſo much goodneſs to be violated ; and 
ſent me, who paſſing by accident near the place, was 
alarmed with her cries, to her ſuccour. What were the 
emotions of my ſoul, when I beheld Narciſſa, almoſt 
ſinking beneath the brutal force of this fatyr! I flew 
like lightning to her reſcue, and he, perceiving me, 


quitted his prey, and drew his hanger to chaſtiſe my 


preſumption. —My indignation was too high to admit 
one thought of fear, ſo that, ruſhing upon him, I ſtruck his 
weapon out of his hand, and uſed my cudgel ſo ſucceſsfully 
that he fell to the ground, and lay, to all appearance 
without ſenſe. Then I turned to Narciſſa, who 
kad ſwooned, and, fitting down by her, gently raiſed 
her head, and ſupported it on my boſom, while with 
my hand around her waiſt, I kept her in that poſition. 
My ſoul was thrilled with tumultuous joy, at feeling 
the object of my deareſt wiſhes within my arms; and, 
while ſhe Jay inſenſible, I could not refrain from apply- 
ing my cheek to her's and raviſhing a kiſs: In a little 
time, the blood began to reviſit her face, ſhe opened her 
enchanting eyes, and, having recollected her late fitua- 
tion, ſaid, with a look full of tender acknowledgment, 
“Dear John, Iam eternally obliged to you!“ So ſaying, 
ſhe made an effort to riſe, in which J aſſiſted her, and 
ſhe proceeded to the houſe, leaning upon me all the 
way. I was a thouſand times tempted by this oppor- 
tunity to declare my paſſion, but the dread of ditobliging 
her reſtrained my tongue. 
dred paces from the ſcene of her diſtreſs, when I per- 
ceived Sir Timothy riſe and walk homeward ; a circum- 
ſtance which, though it gave me ſome ſatisfaction, inaſ- 
much as I thereby knew I had not killed him, filled me 
with juſt apprehenſion of his reſentment, which I found 
myſelf in no condition to-withftand : eſpecially when-I 
confidered his intimacy with our *ſquire, to Ns 1 

ew 


We had not moved an hun- 


30 THE ADVENTURES OF 
knew he could juſtify himſelf for what he had done, by 
imputing it to his love, and deſiring his brother Bruin 
to take the ſame liberty with his ſiſter, without any fear 
of offence. When we arrived at the houſe, Narciſſa al. 
ſured me ſhe would exert all her influence in protecting 
me from the revenge of Thicket, and likewiſe engag: 
Her aunt in my favour. At the fame time, pulling out 
her purſe, offered it as a ſmall conſideration for the fer- 
vice I had done her. But I ſtood too much on the 
punctilios of love to incur the leaſt fuſpicion of being 
mercenary, and refuſed the preient, by ſaying, I had me- 
rited nothing by barely doing my duty.—She ſeemed 
aſtoniſhed at my difintereſtedneſs, and bluſhed ; I felt 
the ſame ſuffuſion, and, with a downcaſt eye, and 
broken accent, told her, I had one requeſt to make, 
which if her generoſity would grant, I ſhould think my- 
ſelf fully recompenced for an age of miſery.—She 
changed colour at this preamble, and, with great confu- 
hon, replied, ſhe hoped my good ſenſe would hinder me 
from aſking any thing ſhe was bound in honour to refuſe, 
and therefore bade me ſignify my deſire.— Upon which 
J kneeled, and begged to kiſs her hand. She imme- 
diately, with an averted look, ſtretched it out; and [ 
imprinted on it an ardent kiſs, and, bathing it with my 
tears, cried, © Dear madam, I am an unfortunate gen- 
tleman, and love you to diſtraction, but would have died 
a thouſand deaths rather than make this declaration 
under fuch a ſervile appearance, were I not determined 
to yield to the rigour of my fate, to fly from your be- 
witching preſence, and bury my pretumptuous paſſion 
in eternal ſilence. With theſe words I roſe and went 
away, before ſhe could recover her ſpirits ſo far as to 
make any reply. My firſt care was to go and conſult 
Mrs. Sagely, with whom I had maintained a friendly 
correiponcience ever ſince I left her houſe. When ſhe 
underſtood my ſituation, the good woman with real 
concern, condoled me on my unhappy fate, and approved 
of my reſolution to leave the country, as bing perfect 
well acquainted with the barbarous diſpoſition of ny 
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ROD ERIC RANDOM © . 
wal, © who, by this time, (ſaid ſhe) has no doubt 
meditated a ſcheme of revenge.—Indeed, I cannot ſee 
how you will be able to elude his vengeance ; being 
himſelf in the commiſſion, he will immediately grant 
warrants for apprehending you; and as almoſt all the 
people in this country are dependent on him and his friend, 
it will be impoſſible for you to find ſhelter among them: 
if you ſhould be apprehended, he will commit you to 
jail, where you may poſſibly. languiſh in great miſery till 
the next aſſizes, and then be tranſported for aſſaulting a 
magiſtrate.” — While ſhe thus warned me of my danger, 
we heard a knocking at the door, which threw us both 
into great conſternation, as, in all probability, it was 
occaſi ned by my purſuers ; whereupon this generous 


| old lady, putting two guineas into my hand, with tears 


in her eyes, bade me, for God's ſake, get out at the 
back door, and conſult my ſafety as Providence ſhould 
airett me. There was no time for deliberation. I fol- 
lowed her advice, and eſcaped, by the benefit of a dark 
night, to the ſea fide, where, while I ruminated on my 
next excurſion, I was all of a ſudden ſurrounded by armed 
men, who, having bound my hands and feet, bade me 
make no noiſe, on pain of being ſhot, and carried me on 
board of a veſſel, which I ſoon perceived to be a ſmug- 
gling cutter.—This diſcovery gave me ſome ſatisfac- 
tion at firſt, becauſe I concluded myielf ſafe from the re- 
ſentment of Sir Timothy: But when I found myſelf in 
the hands of ruffians, who threatened to execute me for 
a ſpy, I would have thought myſelf happily quit for a 
year's impriſonment, or even tranſportation.— It was 
in vain for me to proteſt my innocence: I could not 
perſuade them that J had taken a ſolitary walk to their 
haunt, at ſuch an hour, merely for my own amuſement, 
and I did not think it my intereſt to diſcloſe the true 
cauſe of my retreat, becauſe I was afraid they would 
have made their peace with jnſtice, by ſnrrendering me 
to the penalty of the law. What confirmed their ſuſ- 
picion, was, the appearance of a cuſtom-houte yacht, 
which gave them chace, and had well nigh made a * of 
| - - - hoſt 


„ 92 THE ADVENTURES OF | 
their veſſel; when they were delivered from their feary 
by a thick fog, which effectually ſcreened them, and ta. 
voured their arrival at Bullogn..— But before they had] 
got out of fight of their purſuer, they held a council off 
war about me, and ſome of the moſt ferocious among 
them, would have thrown me overboard as a traitor who 
had betrayed them to their enemies: but others, more 
conſiderate, alledged, that if they put me to death, and 
ſhould afterwards be taken, they could expect no mercy 

from the legiflature, which would never pardon outlaw. 
ry aggravated by murder.— It was therefore determined 
by a plurality of votes, that I ſhould be ſet on ſhore in 
France, and left to find my paſſage back to England as 
I ſhould think proper, this being puniſhment ſufficicut 
for the bare ſuſpicion of a crime in itſelf not capital.— 
Although this favourable determination gave me great 
pleaſure, the apprehenſion of being robbed would not 
ſuffer me to be perfectly at caſe: To prevent this cala. 
mity, as ſoon as I was untied, in conſequence of theP 
foreſaid deciſion, I tore a ſmall hole in one of my ſtock- 
ings, into which I dropped fix guineas, reſerving half 
a piece and ſome filver in my pocket, that, finding 
ſomething, they might not be tempted to make any 
further inquiry. This was a very neceſſary precaution; 
for, when we came within fight of the French ſhore, one 

of the ſmugglers told me, I muſt pay for my paſſage. 
—To this declaration I replied, that my patſage was 
none of my own ſeeking ; therefore they could not ex- 
pect a reward from me for tranſporting me into a ſtrange 
country by force. © Damme! (ſaid the outlaw) none 
of your palaver; but let me ſee what money you have 
got. — So ſaying, he thruſt his hand into my pocket 
without any ceremony, and emptied it of the contents: 

Then caſting an eye at my hat and wig, which capti- 

vated his fancy, he took them off, and, clapp:ag his 

own onmy head, declared that a fair exchange was 10 

robbery.-—LI was fain to put up with the bargain, which 

was by no means favourable to me; and a little wille 
aſter we went all on ſhore together. 
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ROD ERIC RANDOM. 33 
I refolved to take my leave of theſe deſperadoes, with- 
out much ceremony, when one of them cautioned me 
againſt appearing to their prejudice if ever I returned in- 
to England, unleis I had a mind to be murdered ; for 
which tervice, he aflured me, the gang never wanted 
agents I promiſed to obſerve his advice, and departed 
for the Upper Town, where I enquired for a cabaret or 
public houſe, into which I went, with an intention of 
taking ſome refreſhment.—In the kitchen, five Dutch 
ſailors fat at breaktaft, with a large loaf, a firkin of but- 
ter, and a cag of brandy, the bung of which they often 
applied to their mouths with great perſeverance and ſa- 
tisfaction.—At {ome diſtance from them I perceived an- 
other perſon in the ſame garb, ſitting in a penſive ſolitary 
manner, entertaining himſelf with a whiff of tobacco, 
from the ſtump of a pipe as black as jet.— The appear- 
ance of diſtreſs never failed to attract my regard and com- 
paſſion : I approached this forlorn tar with a view to 
offer him my aſſiſtance, and, notwithſtanding the alter- 
ation of dreis, and diſguiſe of a long beard, I diſcovered 
in him my long-loſt and lamented uncle and bene{aftor, 
Lieutenant Bowling! Good heaven! what were the 
agitations of my ſoul, between the joy of finding again 
ſuch a valuable friend, and the ferrow of ſeeing him in 
ſuch a low condition! The tears guſhed down my cheeks; 
I fttood mot ionleſs and ſilent for ſome time! at length, 
recovering the uſe of ſpeech, I. exclaimed, © Gracious 
God! Mr. Bowling!“ My uncle no focner heard his 
name mentioned, than he ſtarted up, crying with ſome 
ſurpriſe, © Holla!'' and, after having looked at me ſted- 
faſtly, without being able to recoilec me, 1aid, © Did 
you call me, brother?“ I told him I had tomething ex- 
traordinary to communicate, and debred him to give me 
the hearing for a few minntes in another 1ꝛbom; but he 
would by no means conſent to this propoſal, ſaying, 
* Avaſt there, friend: none of your tricks upon travel- 
lers: if you have any thing to jay to me, do it above 
board; — you need not be afraid of being overheard ;— 
here are none who underſtand our lingo.“— Though I 
was loth to diſcover mylelt befcre company, I could no 
Vol II. 18 2 | longer 
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34 THE ADVENTURES OF 
longer refrain from telling him, I was his own nephew, 
Roderic Random. On this information, he conſidered 
me with great earneſtneſs and aſtoniſhment, and recalling 
my features, which, though enlarged, were not entirely 
altered ſince he had ſeen me, came up and ſhook me by 
the hand very cordially, proteſting he was glad to ce 
me well. After ſome pauſe, he went on thus: And 
yet, my lad, I am ſorry to ſee you under ſuch colours; 
the more fo, as it is not in my power, at preſent, to 
change them for the better, times' being very hard with 
me. With theſe words I could perceive a tear trick'e 
down his furrowed cheeks, which effected me ſo much, 
that I wept bitterly. Imagining my ſorrow was the 
effect of my own misfortunes, he comforted me, with ob- 
ferving, that life was a voyage in which we muſt expect 
to meet with all weathers ; ſometimes it was calm, ſome- 
times rough; that a tair gale often ſucceeded a ftorm ; 
that the wind did not always fit one way, and that de- 
ſpair ſignified nothing; but reſolution and {kill were bet- 
ter than a ſtout veſſel: for why ? becauſe they require no 
carpenter, and grow ſtronger the more labour they un- 


Adergo. F dried up my tears, which I aſſured him were 


not ſhed for my own diſtreſs, but for his, and begged 
leave to accompany him into another room, where we 
could converſe more at our eaſe. — There I recounted to 
him the ungenerous uſage I had met with from Potion ; 
at which relation he ſtarted up, ſtalked acroſs the room 
three or four times, in a great hurry, and graſping his 
cudgel, cried, I would I were along-ſide of him 
that's all—I would I were along-ſide of him! -I then 

ave him a detail of all my adventures and ſufferings, 
which affected him more than I could have imagined ; 
and concluded with telling him that Captain Oakhum 
was ſtill alive, and that he might return to England 
when he would to folicit his affairs, without danger or 
moleſtation. —He was wonderfully pleaſed with this piece 
of information, of which however he ſaid, he could not 
at preſent avail himſelf, for want of money to pay for his 
paſſage to London. This objection I ſoon removed, by 
putting five guineas into his hand, and telling him I 
| : | thought 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 35 
thought myſelf extremely happy in having an opportu- 
nity of manifeſting my-gratitude to him in his neceſlity. 


But it was with the utmoſt difficulty I cculd prevail 


upon him to accept of two, which he affirmed were more 
than ſufficient to defray the neceſſary expence.— After 
this friendly conteſt was over, he propoſed we ſhould have 
a meſs of ſomething : For (ſaid he) it has been banyan 
day with me a great while, Vou muſt know I was 
ſhipwreck'd five days ago, near a place called Lifieux, in 
company with thoſe Dutchmen who are now drinking 
below ; and having but. little money when I came aſhore, 


it was ſoon ſpent, becauſe I let them have ſhare and ſhare 


while it laſted .—Howſomever, I ſhould have remembered 
the old ſaying, Every hog his owwn apple: For when they 
found my hold unſtowed, they went all hands to ſhooling 
and begging, and, becauſe I would not take a ſpell at 
the ſame duty, refuſed to give me the leaſt aſſiſtance; ſo 
that J have not broke bread theſe two days.”—T was 
ſhocked at the extremity of his diftreſs, and crdered ſome 
bread, cheeſe, and wine to be brought immediately, to 
allay his hunger, until a fricaſſee of chickens could be 
prepared. When he had recruited his ſpirits with this 
homely fare, I defired to know the particulars of his 
peregrination ſince the accident at Cape Tiberon; which 


were briefly theſe : The money he had about him being 


all ſpent at Port Louis, the civility and hoſpitality. of the 
French cooled to ſuch a degree, that he was obliged to 
hit on board of one of their king's ſhips as a common fore- 
maſt man, to prevent himſelf from ſtarving on ſhore. In 


this ſituation he continued two years, during which time 


he had acquired ſome knowledge of their language, and 
the reputation of a good ſeaman. The ſhip he belonged 
to was ordered home to France, where ſhe was laid up 
as unfit for ſervice, and he was received on board of ene 


| of Monſieur D'Antin's ſquadron, in quality of quaiter- 


maſter z which office he performed in a voyage to the 
Weſt Indies, where they engaged with our ſhip, as be- 
fore related; but his conſcience upbraiding him for ſerv- 
ing the enemies of his country, he quitted the ſhip at the 
{ame place where he firſt liſted, and got to Curaſoa in 
D 2 a Dutch 
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36 THE ADVENTURES OF 
a Dutch veſſel: there he bargained with a ſkipper bound 
to Europe, to work for his paſſage to Holland, from 
whence he was in hopes of hearing from his friends in 
England; but was caſt away, as he mentioned before, on 

the French coaſt, and muſt have been reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of travelling on foot to Holland, and begging for 
his ſubſiſtence on the road, or of entering on board of 
another French man of war, at the hazard of being 
treated as a deſerter, if Providence had not ſent me to 
his ſuccour.—“ And now, my lad, (continued he,) I 
think I ſhall ſteer my courſe directly to London, where 
I do. not doubt of being replaced, and of having the R 
taken off me by the Lords of the Admiralty, to whom I 
intend to write a petition, ſetting forth my caſe : If I 
ſucceed, I ſhall have wherewithal to give you ſome aſſiſt- 
ance, becauſe when I left the ſhip, I had two year's pay 
due to me; therefore I deſire to know whither you are 
bound; and beſides, perhaps, I may have intereſt enough 
to procure a warrant appointing you ſurgeon's mate of 
the ſhip to which I ſhall belong. —For the beadle of the 
admiralty is my good friend; and he and one of the 
under-clerks are ſworn brothers; and that under clerk 
has a good deal to ſay with one of the upper clerks, who 
is very well known to the under ſecretary, who, upon his 
recommendation, I hope, will recommend my affair to 
the firſt ſecretary ; and he again, will ſpeak to one of 
the lords in my behalf : So that you ſee I do not want 
friends to aſſiſt me on occaſion. As for the fellow, 
Crampley, tho'f I know him not, I am ſure he is nei- 
ther ſeaman nor officer, by what you have told me, or 
elſe he could never be ſo much miſtaken in his reckon- 
ing, as to run the ſhip on ſhore on the coaſt of Suſſex, 
before he believed himſelf in ſoundings; neither, when 
that accident happened; would he have left the ſhip until 
ſhe had been ſtove to pieces, eſpecially when the tide was 
making ; wherefore, by this time, I do ſuppoſe he has 
been tried by a court martial, and executed tor his cow- 
ardice and miſconduct.” I could not help ſmiling at 
the deſcription of my uncle's ladder, by which he pro- 


poſed to climb to the attention of the board of ww 
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RODERIC RANDOM. N 
ralty; and though I knew the world too well, to con- 


ds in BY fide in ſuch dependance myſelf, I would not diſcourage ' 
e, ON him with doubts ; but aſked if he had no friend in Lon- 
ne. don who would advance a ſmall ſum of money to enable 
g tor Wil him to appear as he ought, and make a ſmall preſent to 
rd of the under ſecretary, who might poſhbly diſpatch his bu- 
eng Wl fineſs the ſooner on that account.—He ſcratched his 
ne to head, and, after ſome recolleCtion, replied, «© Why, yes, 
e) I BY I believe Daniel Whipcord, the ſhip-chandler in Wap- 
chere ping, would not refuſe me ſuch a ſmall matter I know 
he R I can have what credit I want, for lodging, liquor, and 
om! clothes; but as to money, I won't be poſitive. —Had 

If I BY honeſt Block been living, I ſhould not have been at a 
lit. BY loſs.” I was heartily ſorry to find a worthy man ſo 

Pa) WF deſtitute of friends, when he had ſuch need of them; 
| are 


and looked upon my own ſituation as leſs miſerable than 
Ugh his, becauſe I was better acquainted with the ſeifſhneſs 
e of BY and roguery of mankind ; conſequently leſs liable to diſ- 
the WY appointment and impoſition. - 


the G 
lerk He takes his paſſage in a cutter for Deal—eve are ac- 
who coſted by a prieſt, who proves to be a Scotchman—his 


a his profeſſion of friendſbit—be is affronted by the heutenant, 


r to ho afterwards appeaſes him by ſubmiſſion—my uncle 
e of embarks—T am introduced by the prieſt to a capuchin, 
"or in whoſe company I ſet out for Paris—the character of 
low, my feilow-traveller—an adventure on the road—1 
* am ſhocked at his behaviour. 


„ Or WIEN our repaſt was ended, we walked down to the 
3 harbour, where we found a cutter that was to ſail 
Tex, WW for Deal in the-evening, and Mr. Bowling agreed for his 
hen paſſage: In the mean time, we ſauntered about the town 
ntil W to ſatisfy our curioſity, our converſation turning on the 


vw I ſubject of my deſigns, which were not as yet fixed: Nei- 
nas W ther can it be {uppoſed. that my mind was at eaſe, when 
o I found myſelf reduced almoſt to extreme poverty, in the 
at midſt of foreigners, among whom I had not one ac- 
ako quaintance to adviſe or befriend me. My uncle was ſen. 
mi- WW ltible of my forlorn condition, and preſſed me to accom- 


Ys pany him to England, where he did not doubt of finding 
| D 3 | ſome 
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38 THE ADVENTURES OF 
ſome ſort of proviſion for me: But, beſides tlie other rea- 
ſons I had for avoiding that kingdom, I looked upon it 
.at this time as the worſt country in the univerſe for a 
poor honeſt man to live in; and therefore determined to re- 
main in France at all events. I was confirmed in this re- 
ſolution by a reverend prieſt, who paſſing by at this 
time, and overhearing us ſpeak Engliſh, accoſted us in 
the ſame language, telling us he was our countryman, 
and wiſhing it might be in his power to do us any ſervice. 
We thanked this grave perſon for his courteous offer, and 
invited him to drink a glaſs with us, which he did not 
think proper to refuſe, and we went all together into a 
tavern of his recommending. After having drank to 
our healths in a bumper of good Burgundy, he began to 
enquire into our ſituation, particularly the place of our 
nativity, which we no ſooner named, than he ſtarted up, 
and wr«aging our hands with great fervour, ſhed a flood 
of tears, crying, © I come from the ſame part of the 
country! Perhaps you are my own relations. I was on 
my guard gainſt his careſſes, which I ſuſpected very much, 
when I remembered the adventure of the money-dropper; 
but, without any appearance of diffidence, obſerved, that 
as he was. born in that part of the country, he muſt cer- 
tainly know our families, which (howſoever mean our 
preſent appearance might be) were none of the moſt oh- 
icure or inconſiderable.— Then I diſcovered our names, 
to which I found he was no ſtranger ; he had known my 
grandfather perſonally ; and, notwithſtanding an abſence 
of fifty years from Scotland, recounted ſo many particu- 
lars of the families in the neighbourhood, that my ſeru- 
ples were entirely removed, and I thought myſelf happy 
in his acquaintance.— In the courſe of our converſa- 
tion, I diſcloſed my condition without reſerve, and diſ- 
| e er my talents to ſuch advantage, that the old father 

ooked upon me with admiration, and aſſured me, that 
if I ſtaid in France, and liſtened to reaſon, I could not 
fail of making my fortune, to which he would contri- 
bute all in his power. | | 

My uncle began to be jealous of the prieſt's infinuation, 
and very abruptly declared, that if ever I ſhould renounce 
EN my 
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rea- my religion, he would break off connection and corre- 
ON it ſpondence with me; for it was his opinion, that no ho- 
Or a neſt man would ſwerve from the principles in which he 


was bred, whether Turk, Proteſtant, or Roman.. 
The father, affronted at this declaration, with great ve- 


to re- 
is re- 


this hemence, began a long diſcourſe, ſetting forth the danger 
us in of obſtinacy, and ſhutting one's eyes againſt the light. 
man, He ſaid, that ignorance would be no plea towards juſti- 
vice. fication, when we had opportunities of being better in- 


„and formed; and that if the minds of people had not been ; 
| not WW open to conviction, the Chriſtian religion could not have | 
ito a been propagated in the world; and we ſhould now be in | 
k to a ſtate of Pagan darkneſs and barbarity. He endeavoured | 
in toto prove, by ſome texts of ſcripture, and many quota- | | 
our tions from the fathers, that the Pope was the ſucceſſor MN 
| up, of St. Peter, and vicar of Jeſus Chriſt; that the church A 
flood of Rome was the true holy, catholic church; and that l 
the the Proteſtant faith was an impious hereſy, and damnable 
is on ſchiſm, by which many millions of fouls would ſuffer | 
uch, everlaſting perdition. When he had finiſhed his ſer- . 30 
per; MW mon, which I thought he pronounced with more zeal | 
that than diſcretion, he addreſſed himſelf to my uncle, and 
cer- WW deſired to know his objections to what had been ſaid. 
our The lieutenant, whoſe attention had been wholly engroſſed $ 
ob- by his own affairs, took the pipe out of his mouth, and of 
nes, replied, © As for me, friend, d'ye ſee, I have no ob- 1 
my Þ jection to what you ſay; it may be either true or falſe » 


ence for what I know: I meddle with nobody's affairs but 1 
ICU» my own; the gunner to his linſtock, and the ſteerſman | 
:ru- to the helm), as the ſaying 18.—T truſt to no creed but | 
PPy the compaſs, and do unto every man as I would be done 1 
ria- WM by; ſo that I defy the pope, the devil, and the pretender 4 
diſ- and hope to be ſaved as well as another.” — This aſſocia- 
ther tion of perſons gave great offence to the friar, who pro- 
that teſted in a mighty paſſion, that if Mr. Bowling had not 
not been his countryman, he would have cauſed him to be 


tri - impriſoned for his inſolence. I ventured to diſapprove 


of my uncle's raſhneſs, and appeaſed the old gentleman, 
ion, ¶ by aſſuring him, there was no offence intended by ” 
nce kinſman, who by this time, ſenſible of his error, ſhoo 
my | | 


the 
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the injured party by the hand, and aſked pardon for the 
freedom he had taken. Matters being amicably com- 
promiſed, he invited us to come and ſee him in the after- 
noon at the convent to which he belonged, and took his 
leave for the preſent; when my uncle recommended it 
ſtrongly to me to perſevere in the religion of my forefa- 
thers, whatever advantages I might propoſe to myſelf 
by a change, which could not fail of diſgracing myſelf, 
and diſhonouring my family.—I aſſured him no conſide- 
ration ſhould induce me to'forfeit his friendſhip and good 
opinion on that ſcore; at which aſſurance he diſcovered 
great ſatisfaction, and put me in mind of dinner, which 
we immediately beſpoke, and when it was ready, ate 
„ | ; 

I imagined my acquaintance with the Scottiſh prieſt, 
if. properly managed, might turn out to my advantage, 
and therefore reſolved to cultivate it as much as I could, 
With this view, we viſited him at his convent, according 
to his invitation, where he treated us with wine and 
ſweetmeats, and ſhewed us every thing that was remark- 
able in the monaſtery.—Having been thus entertained, 
we took our leave, though not before IJ had promiſed to 
ſee him next day; and the time fixed for my uncle's em- 
barking being come, I accompanied him to the harbour, 
and ſaw him on board. We parted not without tears, 
after we had embraced and wiſhed one another all manner 
of proſperity; and he entreated me to write to him 
often, directingto Lieutenant Bowling, at the ſign of the 
Union Flag, near the Hermitage, London. 

I returned to the houſe in which we had met, where 
J paſſed the night in a very ſolitary manner, reflecting 
on the ſeverity of my fate, and endeavouring to project 
ſome likely ſcheme of life for the future; but my inven- 
tion failed me; I ſaw nothing but inſurmountable dit- 
ficulties in my way, and was ready to deſpair at the 
muerab'e proſpect! That I might not, however, ne. 
glect any probable means, I got up in the morning, and 
went directly to the father, whoſe advice and aiiſtance ! 
implored. He received me very kindly, and gave me 
to underſtand, that there was one way of life in which 

; a perſon 
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a perſon of my talents could not fail of making a great 
figure. gueſſed his meaning, and told him once for 
all, I was fully determined againſt any alteration in point 
of religion; therefore, if his propoſal regarded the church, 


ſhook his head, and ſighed, ſaying, „Ah! fon, ſon, 
what a glorious proſpect is here ſpoiled by your ſtub- 
born prejudice! Suffer yourſelf to be perſuaded by rea- 
ſon, and conſult your temporal welfare, as well as the 
concerns of your eternal ſoul.— I can, by my intereſt, 

rocure your admiſſion as a noviciate into this convent, 
where I will ſuperintend and direct you with a truly pa- 
ternal affection.— Then he launched out into the praiſes 


moleſt, and no danger invades—where the heart is weaned 
from carnal attachments, the groſſer appetites ſubdued 
and chaſtiſed, and the foul watted to divine regions of 
philoſophy and truth, on the wings of ftudious contem- 
plation.—But his eloquence was loſt upon me, whom 
two conſiderations enabled to withſtand his temptations 
namely, my promile to my uncle, and my averſion to an 
eccleſiaſtical life; for as to the difference of religion, I 
looked upon it as a thing of too ſmall moment to come 
in competition with a man's fortune. —Finding me im- 
movable on this head, he told me, he was more ſorry 
than offended at my non-compliance, and ſtill ready to 
employ his good offices in my behalf.—* The ſame erro- 
neous maxims (ſaid he) that obſtruct your promotion in 
the church, will infallibly prevent your advancement in 


the army; but if you can brook the condition ct a ſer- 


vant, I am acquainted with ſome people of rank at Ver- 
ſailles, to whom I can give you letters of recommen- 
dation, that you may be entertained by tome one of them, 
in quality of Maitre de hotel; and I do not doubt that 


your qualifications will ſoon intitle you to better provi- \ 


hon.” — I embraced his offer with great eagerneſs; and 
he appointed me to come back in the afternoon, when 


he would not only give me letters, but likewiſe introduce 


me to a capuchin of his acquaintance, who intended to 
jet out for Paris next morning, in whoſe company I might 
F travel, 


he might ſave himſelf the trouble of explaining it. He 


of a monaſtic life, which no noiſe diſturbs, no cares 
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travel, without being at the expence of one livre during 
the whole journey. This piece of good news gave me 
infinite pleaſure; I acknowledged my obligation to the 
benevolent father in the moſt grateful expreſſions ; and 
he performed his promiſe to a tittle, in delivering the 
letters, and making me acquainted with the capuchin, 
with whom I departed next morning by break of day, 
It was not long hefore I diſcovered my fellow-traveller 
to be a merry facetious fellow; who, notwithſtanding 
his profeſſion and appearance of mortification, loved 
good eating and drinking better than his roſary, and 
paid more adoration to a pretty girl than to the Virgin 
Mary or St. Genevieve. He was a thick brawny young 
man, with red eye-brows, a hook-noſe, a face covered 
with freckles; and his name was Frere Balthazar. His 
order did not permit him to wear linen, ſo that having 
little occaſion to undreſs himſelf, he was none of the 
cleanlieſt animals in the world; and his conſtitution was 
naturally fo ſtrongly ſcented, that I always thought it 
convenient to keep to the windward of him in our march, 
As he was perfectly well known on the road, we fared 
ſumptuouſly without any coſt ; and the fatigue of our 
journey was much alleviated by the good humour of my 
companion, who ſung an infinite number of catches on 
the ſubjects of love and wine. We took up our lodg- 
ing the firſt night at a- peaſant's houſe, not far from 
' Abbeville, where we were entertained with an excellent 
ragout, cooked by our landlord's daughters, one of 
whom was very handſome. After having eaten heartily, 
and drank a ſufficient quantity of ſmall wine, we were 
conducted to a, barn, where we found a couple of carpets 
ſpread upon clean ſtraw for our reception. We had not 
lain in this ſituation above half an hour, when we heard 
ſomebody knock ſoftly at the door, upon which Bal. 
thazar got up, and let in our hoſt's two daughters, who 
wanted to have ſome private converiation with him in 
the dark. When they had whiſpered together ſome time, 
the capuchin came to me, and aſked if I was inſenſible to 
love, and ſo hard-hearted as to refuſe a ſhare of my bed 
to a pretty maid, who had a fendre for me I mut 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 
ome by my paſſion, and with great eagerneſs ſeized the 


as to be my bedfellow. In vain did my reaſon ſuggeſt 
the reſpect that I owed to my dear miſtreſs Narciſſa; the 
idea of that lovely charmer rather increaſed than allayed 
the ferment of my ſpirits; and the young Paiſanne — 
no reaſon to complain of my remembrance. Early in 
the morning, the kind creatures left us to our repoſe, 
which laſted till eight o'clock, when we got up, and 
vere treated at breakfaſt with chocolate and eau de wie 


atter my companion had confeſſed and given them abſo- 
lution.— While we proceeded on our journey, the con- 


troduced by the capuchin, who aſked me how I liked 
my lodging. I Fon, — my ſatisfaction, and talked in 
rapture of the agreeable Nanette; at which he ſhook 
his head, and ſmiling ſaid, ſhe was a morceau pour la 
bonne bouche. I never valued myſelf (continued he) 
upon any thing ſo much as the conqueſt of Nanette; and, 


his information ſhocked me not a little, as I was 


well convinced of his intimacy with her ſiſter; and though 


I did not care to tax him with downright inceſt, I pro- 
feſſed my aftoniſhment at his laſt night's choice, when, 


I ſuppoſed, the other was at his devotion.— To this hint. 


he anſwered, that, beſides his natural compliance to the 
lex, he had another reaſon todiſtribute his favours equally 
between them, namely, to-preterve peace in the family, 
which could not otherwiſe be maintained; that moreover, 
Nanette had conceived an affection for me, and he loved 
her too well to baulk her inclination ; more eſpecially, 
when he had an opportunity of obliging his friend at 
the ſame time.— I thanked him for this inſtance of his 
friendſhip, though I was extremely diſguſted at his want 
of delicacy, and curſed the occaſion that threw me in 
his way.—Libertine as I was, I could not bear to fee a 


man behave ſo wide of the character he aſſumed: I look 


ed upon him as a perſon of very little worch or honeſty, 
| | and 


wn, to my ſhame, that I ſuffered myſelf to be 9 


occaſion, when I underſtood that the amiable Nanette 


by our paramours, of whom we took a tender leave, 


verlation turned upon the night's adventure, being in- 


vanity a part, I have been pretty fortunate in my amours.”” 
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44 THE ADVENTURES OF 
and ſhould have even kept a wary eye upon my pocket, 
if I had thought he could have any temptation to ſteal, 
But I could not conceive the uſe of money to a capu. 
chin, who is obliged, by the rules of his order, to ap- 
= like a beggar, and enjoys all other neceſſaries of 
ife gratis; beſides, my fellow-traveller ſeemed to be 
of a complexion too careleſs and ſanguine to give me 
any apprehenſion on that ſcore; ſo that I proceede( 
with great confidence, in expectation of being ſoon at 
my journey's end. 
ET CH AP. YH, 
Mie lodge at a houſe near Amiens, where I am robbed ly 
be capuchin, who 1 cohile I am aſleef I #1 
10 Noyons in ſearch of him, but æuithout ſucceſ 
male my condition known to ſeveral people, but find m 
. relief——grow deſperate——join a company of ſoldiers 
—enlift in the regiment of Picardy———we are ordered 
into Germany I find the fatigues of the march al 
2ntolerable——quarrel with my comrade in a diſpute 
about politic be challenges me to the field, awound; 
and diſarms me. | 5 it 
HE third night of our pilgrimage we paſſed at a 
houſe near Amiens, where Balthazar being unknown, 
we ſupped upon indifferent fare, and ſour wine, and were 
fain to lie in a garret upon an old mattreſs, which, I be- 
lieve, had been in the poſſeſſion of ten thouſand myriads 
of fleas time out of mind.—We did not invade their 
territory with impunity ; in leſs than a minute we were 
attacked by ſtings innumerable, in ſpite of which, how- 
ever, we fell faſt aſleep, being excellively fatigued with 
our day's march, and did not wake till near nine the 
next morning, when, ſeeing myſelf alone, I ftarted up 
in a terribie fright, and, examining my pockets, found 
my preſaging fear too true! My companion had made 
free with my caſh, and left me to ſeek my way to Paris 
by myſelf! I ran down ſtairs immediately; and, with a 
look tull of grief and amazement, enquired for the me- 
dicant, who, they gave me to underſtand, had ſet out 
four hours before, after having told them, I was a little 
indiſpoſed, and deſired I might not be diſturbed, but be 
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informed, when TI ſhouid wake, that he had taken the 
road tor Noyons, where he would wait for my coming 
at the Coq d'Or. I {poke nota word, but with a heavy 
heart directed my courie to that place, at which I arrived 
in the afternoon, fainting with wearinels and hung er; 
but learned, to my utter contuſion, that no ſuch perſon 
had been there! It was happy for me, that I had a good 
deal of reſentment in my conſtitution, which animated 
me on ſuch occaſions againſt the villainy of mankind, 
and enabled me to bear misfortunes otherwiſe intolera- 
ble.—Boiling with indignation, I di covered to the hoſt 
my deplorable condition, and inveighed with great bit- 
terneſs againſt the treachery of Baltiazar z at which he 
ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, ard, with a peculiar grimace 
in his countenance, ſaid, he was forry tor my misfor- 
tune; but there was no remedy like patience.—At that 
inſtant ſome gueſts arrived, to whom he haſtened to offer 
his ſervice, leaving me mortified at his indifference, fully 
perſuaded that an inn-keeper is the ſame ſordid animal 


all the world over — While I ſtood in the porch, foriorn 


and undetermined, venting ejaculations of curſes againſt 
the thief who robbed me, and the old prieſt who recom- 
mended him to my friendſhip, a young gentleman, richly 
dreſſed, attended by a valet de chambre and two ſervants 
in livery, arrived at the inn. I thought I perceived a 
great deal of fweetneis and good nature in his counte- 
nance ; therefore he had no ſooner alighted than I acccſted 
him, and in a few words explained my ſituation. He 
liſtened with great politeneſs, and when I had made an 
end of my ſtory, ſaid, „ Well, monſieur, what would 
you have me to do?“ T was eftectually abaſhed at this 
interrogation, which I believed no man of common ſenſe 
or generoſity could make, and made no other reply than 
a low bow. He returned the compliment {till lower, and 
tript into an apartment, while the landJord let me know, 
that my ſtanding there to interrupt company, gave of- 
fence, and might do him infinite prejudice.—He had no 
occaton to repeat his inſinuation; I moved fiom the 
place immediately; and was ſo much tranſported with 
griet, anger, and diſdain, that a torrent of blood guſhed 

Vol. II. 18 E from 


46 THE ADVENTURES OF 
from my noſtrils. In this exſtaſy, I quitted Noyons, 
and betook myſelf to the fields, where I wandered about 
like one diſtracted, till my ſpirits were quite exhauſted, 
and I was obliged to throw myſeif down at the root of 
a tree, to reſt my wearied limbs.—Here my rage for- 
ſook me; I began to feel the importunate cravings of 
nature, and relapſed into filent ſorrow, and melancholy 
reflection. I revolved all the crimes I had been guilty 
of, and found them ſo few and venial, that I could not 
comprehend the juitice of that Providence, Whieh, after 
having expoſed me to ſo much wretchedneſs and danger, 
left me a prey to famine at laſt in a foreign country, 
where I had not one friend or acquaintance to cloſe my 
eyes, and do the laſt offices of humanity to my miſerable 
carcaſs. A thouſand times I wiſhed myſelf a bear, 
that I might retreat to woods and delerts, far from the 
inhoſpitable haunts of man, where I cculd live by my own 
talents, independent of treacherous friends and iuper- 

cilious ſcorn. | 
As I lay in this manner groaning over my hapleſs 
fate, I heard the ſound of a violin, and, raiſing my 
head, perceived a company of men and women dancing 
on the graſs at ſome diſtance from me.— I looked upon 
this to be a favourable ſeaſon for diſtreſs to attract com- 
paſhon, when every ſelfiſſi thought is baniſhed, and the 
heart dilated with mirth and focial joy; wherefore I got 
up, and approached thoſe happy people, whom I ſocn 
diſcovered to be a party of ſoldiers, with their wives 
and children, unbending and diverting themſelves at this 
rate after the fatigue of a march. I had never before 
ſeen ſuch a parcel of ſcarecrows together; neither could 
I reconcile their meagre gaunt locks, their ſqualid and 
ragged attire, and every other external {ymptom of es- 
treme woe, with this appearance of feſtivity.—!] ſaluted 
them, however, and was received with great politencis: 
after which they formed a ring, and danced around me. 
This jollity had a wonderful effect upon my ſpirits ! I was 
infected with their gaiety, and, in ſpite of my diſmal ſitua- 
tion, forgot my cares, and joined in their extravagance. 
When we had recreated ourſelves a good while at tl, 
diverſion, 
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diverſion, the ladies ſpread their mantuas on the ground, 
upon which they emptied their knapſacks of ſome onions, 
coarſe bread, and a few flaſks of poor wine. Being in- 
vited to a ſhare of the banquet, I {at down with the 
reft, and in the whole courie of my life never mage a 
mare comfortable meal. When our repaſt was ended, 
we got up again to dance; and, now that I found my- 
ſelf refreſhed, I behaved to the admiration of every 
body : I was loaded with a thouſand compliments, and 
profeſſions of friendſhip; the men commended my perſon 
and agility, and the women were loud in praiſe of my 
bonne grace : the ſerjeant, in particular, expreſied ſo much 
regard for me, and deſcribed the pleaſures of a ſoldier's 
life with ſo much art, that I began to liſten to his pro- 
poſal of enliſting me in the ſervice ; and the more I con- 
tidered my own condition, the more I was convinced of 
the neceſſity I was under to come to a ſpeedy determina- 
tion, —Having therefore maturely weigned the circum- 
ſtances pro and con, J hgnified my content, and was ad- 
mitted into the regiment of Picardy, ſaid to be the oldeſt 


corps in Europe. The company to which this command 


belonged, was quartered at a village not far off, whither 
we marched next day, and I was preſented to my cap- 
tain, who ſeemed very wel: pleaſed with my appearance, 


gave mea crown to drink, and ordered me tp be accom- 


modated with clothes, arms, and accoutrements.— Then 
I fold my livery ſuit, purchaſed linen, and, as I was at 
great pains to learn the exerciſe, in a very ſhort time be- 
came a complete ſoldier. | 


It was not long before we received orders to join ſeve- 
ral more regiments, and march with all expedition into 
Germany, in order to reintorce Mareſchal Duc de Noail- 


les, who was then encamped with his army on the fide of 
the river Mayne, to watch the motions of the Engliſh, 
Hanoverians, Auſtrians, and Heſſians, under the command 
of the Earl of Stair. We began our march accordingly, 
and then I became acquainted with that part of a ſol- 
dier's life to which I had been hitherto a ſtranger. —It 


is impoſſible to deſcribe the hunger and thirſt I ſuſtained, 


aud the fatigue I underwent in a march of fo many hun- 
; . . s 2 2 cared 
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dred miles; during which, I was ſo much chafed with 
the heat and motion of my limbs, that in a very ſhort 
time the inſide of my thighs and legs were deprived of 
ſkin, and I proceeded in the utmoſt torture. I Ris mil: 
fortune I oved to the plumpneſs of my conſtitution, 
which -I curſed, and envied the withered condition of 
my comrades; whole bodies could not {pare juice encugh 
to ſupply a common iſſue, and were, indeed, proof again 
all manner of friction. The continual pain I felt made 
me fretful, and my peeviſhneſs was increaſed by the 
mortification of my pride, in ſeeing thoſe miſerable 
wretches, whom a hard gale of wind would have ſcat- 
tered through the air like chaff, bear thoſe toils with 
alacrity, under which I was ready to ſink. 

One day, while we enjoyed a halt, and the ſoldiers with 
their wives were gone out to dance, according to cul- 
tom, my comrade ſtaid at home with me on pretence of 
friendſhip, and inſulted me with his pity and conſola- 
tion! He told me, though I was young and tender at 
preſent, I would ſoon be ſeaſoned to the ſervice; and he 
did not doubt but I ſhould have the honour to contri- 
bute in ſome meaſure to the glory of the king. — 
4 Have courage, therefore, my child, (tatd he,) and 
pray to God, that you may be as happy as I am, who 
have had the honour of ſerving Lewis the Great, and 
of receiving many wounds in helping to eſtabliſh his 
glory. — When I looked upon the contemptible object 
that pronounced theſe words, I was amazed at the infa- 
tuation that poſſeſſed him; and could not help expreſ- 
ſing my aftoniſhment at the abſurdity of a rational be- 
ing, who thinks himſelf highly honoured in being per- 
mitted to encounter abject poverty, oppreſſion, famine, 
diſeaſe, mutilation, and evident death, merely to gratify 
the vicious ambition of a prince, by whom his ſuffer- 
ings were diſregarded, and his name utterly unknown. 
Loblerved, that if his ſituation was the conſequence of 
compulſion, I would praile his patience and fortitude in 
bearing his lot; if he had taken up arms in defence of his 
injured country, he was to be applauded for his patrio- 
tim; or if he had fed to this way of life as a — 
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from a greater evil, he was juffifiable in his own con- 
ſcience, (though I could have no notion of miſery more 
extreme than that he ſuffered ;) but to put his condition 
on the footing of conducing to the glory of his prince, 
was no more than profeſſing himſelf a deſperate flave, who 
voluntarily underwent the utmoſt wretchedneſs and peril, 
and committed the moſt flagrant crimes, to ſooth the 
barbarous pride of a fellow-creature, his ſuperior in 
nothing but the power he derived from the ſubmiſſion of 
ſach wretches as him. The ſoldier was very much af- 
fronted at the liberty I took with his king, which, he 
ſaid, nothing but my ignorance could excuſe: He af- 
firmed that the characters of princes were ſacred, and 
ought not to be prophaned by the cenſure of their ſub- 
jects, who were bound by their allegiance to obey their 
commands, of what nature ſoever, without ſcruple or 
repining—And adviſed me to correct the rebellious 
principles I had imbibed among the Engliſh, who, for 
their inſolence to their kings, were notorious all over 
the world, even to a proverb. 

In vindication of my ceuntrymen, I repeated all the 
arguments commonly uſed to prove that every man has 
a natural right to liberty; that allegiance and protection 
are reciprocal; that when the mutual tie is broken by 
the tyranny of the king, he is accountable to the people 
for his breach of contract, and ſubject to the penalty of 
the law; and that thoſe inſurrections of the Engliſh, 
which are branded with the name of rebellion, by the 
fiaves of arbitrary power, were no other than glorious 
efforts to reſcue that independence which was their birth- 
right from the ravenous claws of uſurping ambition. — 
The Frenchman, provoked at the little deference I paid 
to the kingly name, loſt all patience, and reproached 
me in ſuch a manner, that my temper forſook me, and 
I clinched my fiſt, with an intention to give him a hearty 


| box on the ear. —Perceiving my deſign, he ſtarted back, 


and demanded a parley ; upon which I checked my in- 
dlignation, and he gave me to underſtand, that a French- 
man never forgave a blow; therefore, if I was not 
weary of iy lite, I would do well to ſpare him that mor- 
i | E 3 tification, 
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tification, and do him the honour of meaſuring his 
{word with mine, like a gentleman.—I took his advice, 
and ſollowed him to the field hard by, where, indeed, I 
was aſhamed at the pitiſul figure of my antagoniſt, who 
was a poor, little, ſhivering creature, decrepid with age, 
and blind of one eye.—But I ſoon found the folly of 
judging from appearances ;z being at the ſecond paz 
wounded in the iword hand, and immediately diſarmed 
with ſuch a jerk, that I thought the joint was diſlocated, 
I was no leis confounded than enraged at this event, 
eſpecially as my adverſary did not bear his ſucceis with 
all the moderation that might have been expected; for 
he inſiſted upon my aſking pardon for affront ing his King 
and him. — This propoſal I would by no means comply 
with, but told him it was a mean condeiceniton, which 
no gentleman in his circumitances ought to propoſe, nor 
any in my ſituation ought to perſorm z—and that if he 
perſiſted in his ungenerous demand, I would in my turn 
claim ſatisfaction with my muſket, when we ſhould be 
more upon a par than with the ſword, of which he 
leemed ſo much maſter, _ 

| CH A PF. HA. 

In order to be revenged ] learn the ſcience of defence 
We jein the Mareſchal Duc de Noæilles are engaged 
with the allies at Dettingen, and put to flight——he 
behaviour of the French ſoldiers on that occaſion—— 
I induflriou;ty feek another combat with the old Gaſeon, 

and <vinquiyjh him in my turn our regunent 1s put 

into wvinter quarters at Rheims, where I find my friend 

Strap gur recognition be juppites me with muney, 

end procures my diſcharge we take a trip to Paris; 

from whence by the away of Flanders wwe ſet out for 

London, where wwe ſafely arrive. 

E was diſconcerted at this declaration, to which he 

* + made no reply, but repaired to the dancers, among 

whom he recounted his victory with many exaggerations 

and gaſconades; while J, taking up my ſword, went to 
my quarters, and examined my wound, which I found 
was of no conſequence.— The fame day, an Iriſh drum- 
mer, having heard of my misfortune, viſited me, and 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 51 
after having condoled me on the chance of war, gave me 
to underſtand, that he was maſter of his ſword, and 
would in a very ſhort time inſtruct me ſo thoroughly in 
that noble ſcience, that I ſhould be able to chaſtiſe the 
old Galicon for his inſolent boaſting at my expence.— 
This friendly office he proffered on pretence of the re- 
gard he had for his countrymen ; but J afterwards learnt 
the true motive was no other than a jealouſy he enter- 
tained of a corre{pondence between the Frenchman and 
his wife, which he did not .think proper to reſent in 

erſon.-—Be this as it will, I accepted his offer, and 


ractiſed his leſſons with ſuch application, that I ſoon 


believed myſelf a match for my conqueror. In the 
mean time we continued our march, and arrived at the 
camp of Mareſchal Noailles, the night before the battle 
of Dettingen. Notwithſtanding the fatigue we had un- 
dergone, our regiment was one of thoſe that were ordered 


next day to croſs the river, under the command of the 


Duc de Gramont, to take poſſeſſion of a narrow defile, 


through which the allies muſt of neceſſity have paſſed at 


a great diſadvantage, or remain where they were, and 
periſh for want of proviſion, if they would not conde- 
ſcend to ſurrender at diſcretion. How they ſuffered 
themſelves to be pent up in this manner, it 1s not my 
province to relate; I ſhall only oblerve, that when we had 
taken poſſeſſion of our ground, I heard an old officer, 
in converiation with another, expreſs a ſurprize at the 
conduct of Lord Stair, who had the reputation of a 
good general.—But it ſeems, at this time, that noble- 
man was over-ruled, and only acted in an inferior cha- 
racter ; ſo that no part of the blame could be imputed 
to him, who declared his diſapprobation of the ſtep, in 
conſequence of which the whole army was in the ut- 
moſt danger: but Providence or deſtiny acted miracles 
in their behalf, by diſpoſing the Duc de Gramont to quit 
his advantageous poſt, pais the defile, and attack the 
Engliſh, who were drawn up in order of battle on the 
plam, and who handled us ſo roughly, that, after having 
loſt a great number of men, we turned our backs with- 
out ceremony, and fled with ſuch precipitation, that 


many 
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many hundreds periſhed in the river, through pure fear 
and confuſion; for the enemy were ſo generous, that they 
did not purſue us one inch of ground; and if our con- 
ſternation would have permitted, we might have re. 
treated with great order and deliberation. But, not- 
withſtanding the royal clemency of the king of Great 
Britain, who headed the allies in perſon, and, no doubt, 
put a {top to the carnage, our loſs amounted to 5000 men, 
among whom were many oikcers of diſtinction. Our mit- 
carriage opened a paſſage for the foe to Hanau, whititer 
they immediately marched, leaving their ſick and wound- 
ed to the care of the French, who next day took poſſeſ- 
fon of the field of battle, buried the dead, and treated 
the living with humanity. | This circumſtance 
was a great conſolation to us, who thence took occation 
to claim the victory: And the genius of the French na- 
tion never appeared more conſpicuous than now, in the 
rodomontades they uttered on the ſubject of their. gene- 
roſity and courage. Every man (by his own account) 
performed feats that eclipſed ali the heroes of antiquity. 
One compared himlelt to a lion retiring at leiiure from 
his cowardly purſuers, who keep at a wary diſtance, and 
gall him with their darts. — Another likened himſelf to 
a bear that retreats with his face to the enemy, who dare 
not aſſail him; and the third aſſumed the character of a 
deſperate ſtag, that turns upon the hounds, and keeps 
them at bay.—T here was not a private ſoldier engaged, 
who had not by the proweſs of his ſingle arm demoliſhed 
a whole platoon, or put a ſquadron of horſe to flight; 
and, among others, the meagre Gaſcon extolled his ex- 
ploits above thoſe of Hercules or Charlemagne.—As I 
{till retained my reſentment for the diſgrace J ſuffered in 
my laſt rencontre with him, aud now, that I thought 
myſelf qualified, longed for an opportunity to retrieve 
my honour, I magnified the valour of the Engliſh with 
all the hyperboles I could imagine, and decried the pu- 
ſillanimity of the French in the ſame ſtile, comparing 
them to hares flying before greyhounds, or mice pur- 
ſued by cats; and paſſed an ironical compliment on the 
ſpeed he exerted in his flight, which, conſidering his age 

| and 


e fear 
Is they 
r con- 
VE re. 
„ Not- 
Great 
loubt, 
men, 
r miſ- 
hither 
ound- 
oſſeſ- 
'eated 
ſtance 
caſion 
ch na- 
n the 
gene- 
ount) 
uity. 
from 
„ and 
It to 
dare 
of a 
LECPS 
iged, 
iſhed 
Sht; 
3 ex- 
As J 
ed in 
ught 
rieve 
with 
pu- 
ring 
pur- 
1 the 
age 
nd 


RODERIC RANDOM. 3 
and infirmities, I ſaid was ſurpriſing.— He was ſtung to 
the quick by this farcaſm, and, with an air of threaten- 
ing diſdain, bade me know myſeif better, and remem- 
ber the correction I had already received from him for 
my inſolence; for he might not always be in the hu- 
mour of ſparing a wretch who abuſed his goodnets. To 
this inuendo I made no reply, but by a kick in the 
breech, which overturned him in an mſtant.—He ſtarted 
up with wonderful agility, and, drawing his iword, at- 
tacked me with great fury. Several people interpoſed ; 
but when he informed them of its being an affair of ho- 
nour, they retired, and left us to decide the battle by our- 
ſelves. I ſuſtained his. onſet with little damage, having 
only received a {mall ſcratch on my right ſhoulder, and, 
ſeeing his breath and vigour almoſt exhauſted, aflaulted 
him in my turn, cloſed with him, and wreſted his iword 
out of his hand in the ſtruggle. Having thus acquired 
the victory, I defired him to beg his life ; to which de- 
mand he made no anſwer, but ſhrugged up his ſhoulders 
to his ears, expanded his hands, elcvated the ſkin on his 
forehead and eye-brows, and depreſſed the corners of 
his mouth in ſuch a manner, that I could ſcarce refrain 
from laughing aloud at his groteſque appearance. That 
I might, however, mortify his vanity, which triumphed 
without bounds over my misfortune, I thruft his {word 
up to the hilt in ſomething (it was not a tanſy) that lay 
ſmoaking on the plain, and joined the reſt of the ſoldiers 
with an air of tranquillity and indifference. | 

There was nothing more of moment attempted by 
either of the armies during the remaining part of the 
campaign, which being ended, the Engliſh marched back 
to the Netherlands ; part of our army was detached to 
French Flanders ; and our regiment ordered into winter 
quarters in Champagne.—lIt was the fate of the grena- 
dier company, to which I now belonged, to lie at 
Rheims, where I found myſelf in the utmoſt want of 
every thing: my pay, which amounted to five tols a 
day, far from ſupplying me with neceſſaries, being 
ſcarce ſufſicient to procure a wretched ſubſiſtence to 


| keep ſoul and body together; ſo that I was, by hunger 


and 
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and hard duty, brought down to the meagre condition 
of my fellow-ſoldiers ; and my linen reduced from three 
tolerable ſhirts, to two pair of ſleeves and necks, the 
bodies having been long ago converted into ſpatter- 
daſhes; and after all, I was better provided than any 
private man in the regiment. In this urgency of my 

. affairs, I wrote to my uncle in England, though my 
hopes from that quarter were not at all ſanguine, tor 
the reaſons I have already explained, and in the mean 
time had recourſe to my old remedy, patience ; conſo- 
ling myſelf with the flattering ſuggeſtions of a lively 

imagination, that never abandoned me in my diſtreſs. 
One day, while I ſtood centinel at a gate of a gene- 
ral. officer, a certain nobleman came to the door, followed 
by a gentleman in mourning, to whom, at parting, I 
heard him ſay, © You may depend upon my good off 
ces. — This aſſurance was anſwered by a low bow cf 
the perſon in black, who turning to go away, diſcovered 
to me the individual countenance of my e 
adherent Strap. I was ſo much aſtoniſhed at the light, 
that I loſt the power of utterance, and before I could re- 
collect myſelf he was gone, without taking any notice 
of me.—[Indeed, had he ſtaid, I ſcarcely ſhould have 
ventured to accoſt him ; becauſe, tho' I was perfectly 
well acquainted with the features of his face, I could 
not be poſitively certain as to the reſt of his perſon, 
which was very much altered for the better fince he left 
me at London; neither could I conceive by what means 
he was enabled to appear in the ſphere of a gentleman, 
to which, while I knew him, he had not even the ambi- 
tion to aſpire.—But I was too much concerned in the 
affair to neglect further information, and therefore took 
the firſt opportunity of aſking the porter if he knew the 
gentleman to whom the Marquis ſpoke. The Swiſs told 
me his name was Monſieur d'Eftrapes, that he had been 
valet de chambre to an Englith gentleman lately de- 
ceaſed, and that he was very much regarded by the mar- 
quis for his fidelity to his maſter, between whom and 
that nobleman a very intimate friendſhip had ſubſiſted. 
-—Nothing could be more agreeable to me than this 
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,RODERIC RANDOM. | 
piece of intelligence, which baniſhed all doubt of its be- 
ing my friend, who had found means to Frenchify his 
name as well as his behaviour ſince we parted. —As 
ſoon, therefore, as I was relieved, I went to his lodg- 
ing, according to a direction given me by the Swiſs, and 
had the good fortune to find him at home. That I 
might ſurpriſe him the more, I concealed my name and 
bulineſs, and only deſired the ſervant of the houſe to 
tell Monſieur d'Eftrapes, that I begged the honour of 
half an hour's converſation with him.—He was con- 
founded and diſmayed at the meſſage, when he under- 
ſtood it was ſent by a ſoldier. Though he was conſcious 
to himſelf of no crime, all that he had heard of the 
Baſtille appeared to his imagination with aggravated 
horror; and it was not before I had waited a conſider- 
able time, that he had reſolution enough to bid the ſer- 
vant ſhew me up ſtairs. - When I entered his chamber, 
he returned my bow with great civility, and endeavoured, 
with forced complaiſance, to diſguiſe his fear, which ap- 
peared in the paleneſs of his face, the wildneſs of his 
looks, and the thaking of his limbs. I was diverted 
at his conſternation, which redoubled, when I told him 
in French, I had buſineſs for his private ear, and de- 
manded a particular audience.— The valet being with- 
drawn, I aſked in the -tame language, if his name was 
d'Eſtrapes, to which he anſwered with a faultering 
tongue, "The ſame, at your ſervice.” —* Are you a 
Frenchman?” (ſaid I.)—+* I have not the honour of 
being a Frenchman born, (replied he,) but I have an in- 
finite veneration for the country.” —I then defired he 
would do me the honour to look at me, which he no ſoon- 
er did, than, ſtruck with my appearance, he ſtarted back, 
and cried in Engliſh, O Jeſus ure it can't! No, *tis 
impoſſible! — I ſmiled at his interjections, faying, „I 
ſuppoig you are too much of a gentleman to own your 
friend in adverſity. — When he heard me pronounce 
tieſe words in our own language, he leaped upon me in a 
traniport of joy, hung about my neck, kiſſed me from ear 
to car, and blubbered like a great {chool-boy who had been 
wiipt. Then obſerving my drels, he {et up his throat, 


crying, 
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crying, „ O Lord! O Lord! that ever I ſhould live to 
ſee my deareſt friend reduced to the condition of a foot 
ſoldier in the French fervice! Why did you conlent to 
my leaving you ?—But I know the reaſon you thought 
you had got more creditable friends, and grew aſhamed of 
my acquaintance—Ah! Lord help us! though I was a 
little ſhort-ſighted, I was not altogether blind :—And 
though I did not complain, I was not the leis ſenüble 
of your unkindneſs, which was indeed the only thing 
that induced me to ramble abroad, the Lord knows whi. 
ther: but I muſt own it has been a lucky ramble ior 
me, and ſo I forgive you, and may God forgive you, 
—O Lord! O Lord! is it come to this?“ — l was net. 
tled at the charge, which, though juſt, I could not help 
thinking unſeaſonable, and told him, with ſome tartneſs, 
that, whether his ſuſpicions were ill or well grounded, he 
might have cholen a more convenient opportunity of in- 
troducing them: And that the queſtion now was, whe- 
ther or no he found himſelf diſpoſed to lend me any 
aſſiſtance. “ Diſpoſed! (replied he with great emo. 
tion.) I thought you had known me {fo well, as to aſſure 
yourſelf, without aſking, that I, and all that belongs 
to me, are at your command. In the mean time, you 
thall dine with me, and I will tell you ſomething that, 
perhaps, will not be diſpleaſing unto you. — Then wring- 
ing my hand, he ſaid, © It makes my heart bleed to ice 
you in that garb.”'—[I thanked him for his invitation, 
which, I obſerved, cculd not be unwelcome to a perſon 
who had not eaten a comfortable meal theſe ſeven 
months: But T had another requeſt to make, which I 
begged he wouid grant before dinner, and that was the 
loan of a ſhirt: For, though my back had been many 
weeks a ſtranger to any comfort of that kind, my {kn 
was not yet familiarized to the want of it—He ſtared in 
my face, with a woetul countenance, at this declaration, 
which he could ſcarce believe, until I explained it, by 
unbuttoning my coat, and diſcloſing my naked body; i 
circumſtance that ſhocked the tender-hcarted Strap, whe, 
with tears in his eyes, ran to a cheſt of drawers, ard 
taking out ſome linen, preſented to me a very fine rufflel 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 57 
Holland ſhirt, and cambrick neckcloth, aſſuring me, he 
had three dozen of the ſame kind at my ſervice.—I was 


raviſhed at this piece of good news; and haviag accom- 


modated myſelf in a moment, hugged my benefactur for 
his generous offer, ſaying, I was overjoyed to find him 
undebauched by proſperity, which ſeldom ſails to cor- 
rupt the heart. He beſpoke for dinner ſome ſoup and 
bouille, a couple of pullets roaſted, and a diſh of aſpara- 
us, and in the interim entertained me with biſcuit and 
Burgundy ; after which repaſt, he entreated me to gra- 
tify his longing deſire of knowing every circumſtance of 
my fortune ſince his departure from London. — This re- 
queſt I complied with, beginning at the adventure of 
Gawky, and relating every particular event in which I 
had been concerned trom that day to the preſent hour, 
During the recital, my friend was ſtrongly affected, ac- 
cording to the various fituations deſcribed : He ſtarted 
with ſurpriſe, glowed with indignation, gaped with cu- 
rioſity, ſmiled with pleaſure, trembled with fear, and 
wept with ſorrow, as the viciſſitudes of my life inſpired 
theſe different paſſions: and when my ftory was ended, 
hignified his amazement on the whole, by lifting up his 
eyes and hands, and proteſting, that, though I was a 
young man, I had ſuffered more than all the bleſſed mar- 
tyrs. | 
VP dinner, I deſired in my turn to know the parti- 
culars of his perigrination; and he fatisfied. me in a few 
words, by giving me to underitand, that he had lived a 
year at Paris with his maſter, who in that time having 
acquired the language, as well as the faſhionable exer- 
ciſes, to perfection, made a tour of France and Holland, 
during which excurſion, he was fo unſort unate as to meet 
with three of his own countrymen on their travels, in 
whoſe company he committed ſuch exceſſes, that his con- 
ſtitution failed, and he fell into a conſumption; that, by 
the advice of phyſicians, he went to Montpelier for the 
benefit of good air, and recovered ſo well in ſix weeks, 
that he returned to Rheims, ſeemingly in good health, 
where he had not continued above a month, when he was 
lelzed with a looſeneſs that carried him off in ten days, to 
Vor. II. 18 the 
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ter to the ſerious attention of each other. 


$3 THE ADVENTURES OF 


the unſpeakable ſorrow of all who knew him, and eſpe. 


cially of Strap, who had been very happy in his ſervice, 
and given ſuch ſatisfaction, that his maſter, on his death. 
bed, recommended him to ſeveral perſons of diftinRion, 
for his diligence, ſobriety, and affection, and left him by 
will, his wearing apparel, gold watch, ſword, rings, 
ready money, and all the moveables he had in France, to 
the value of three hundred pounds, which I now (ſaid 
he) in the fight of God and man ſurrender to your ab. 
ſolute diſpoſal : Here are my keys, take them, I belſcech 
you, and God give you joy of the poſſeſhon.** —My brain 
was almoſt turned by the ſudden change of fortune, 
which I could ſcarce believe real : however, I poſitively 
refuſed this extravagant - proffer of my friend, and put 
him in mind of my being a ſoldier ; at which hint he 
ſtarted, crying, Odfo! that's true—we muſt procure 
your diſcharge.—I have ſome intereſt with a nobleman 
who is able to do me that favour. We conſulted about 
this affair, and it was determined, that Monſ. d'Eſtrapes 
ſhould wait upon the marquis in the morning, and tell 
him he had by accident found his brother, whom he had 
not ſeen for many years before, a private ſoldier in the 
regiment of Picardy, and implore that nobleman's in- 
tereſt for his diſcharge.—In the mean time we enjoyed 
ourſelves over a bottle of good Burgundy, and ſpent the 
evening in concerting ſchemes for our future conduct, in 
caſe I thould be ſo lucky as to get rid of the army.—The 
buſineſs was to make ourſelves eaſy for life, by means of 
his legacy, a taſk very difficult, and, in the uſual methods 


of laying out money, altogether impracticable; ſo that, 


after much canvaſſing, we could come to no reſolution 
that night, but, when we parted, recommended the mat- 
As for my 
own part, I puzzled my imagination to no purpote, 
When I thought of turning merchant, the ſmallneſs ol 
our ſtock, and the riſk of ſeas, enemies, and markets, 
deterred me from that ſcheme.—If I ſhould ſettle as 
ſurgeon in my own country, I would find the bulinels 
already overſtocked; or if I pretended to ſet up in Eng: 
land, muſt labour under want of friends, and powerfi 
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59 
oppoſitton, obſtacles inſurmountable by the moſt ſhin- 
ing merit : neither ſhould I ſucceed in my endeavours to 
riſe in the ſtate, inaſmuch as I could neither flatter nor 
pimp for courtiers, nor proftitute my pen in defence of a 


wicked and contemptible adminiſtration. —Before I could 


form any feaſible project, I fell aſleep, and my fancy was 
bleſſed with the image of my dear Narcifla, who ſeemed 
to ſmile upon my paſſion, and offer her hand as a reward 


for all my toils. 


Early in the morning, I went to the lodging of my 
friend, whom I found exulting over his happy inven- 
tion; for I no ſooner entered his apartment, than he ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to me in theſe words, with a ſmile of ſelf- 
applauſe : 4 Well, Mr. Random, a lucky thought may 


come into a fool's head ſometimes. 


I have hit it—1I Il 


hold you a button my plan is better than your's, for all 
your learning.—But you ſhall have the preference in this 
as in all other things; therefore proceed, and let us 
know the effects of your meditation—and then I will 
impart my own {imple excogitations.” I told him, that 
not one thought had occurred to me which deſerved the 
leaſt notice, and ſignified my impatience to be acquainted 
with the fruits of his reflection.“ As we have not (ſaid 
he) money ſufficient to maintain us during a tedious ex- 
pectation, it is my opinion, that a bold puſh muſt be 
made; and I ſee none ſo likely to ſucceed as your ap- 
pearing in the character of a gentleman, (which is your 
due,) and making your addreſſes to ſome lady of fortune 
who can render you independent at once.—Nay, don't 
ſtare— affirm that this icheme is both prudent and ho- 
nourable ; for I would not have you throw yourſelf away 
upon an old toothleſs, wheezing dame, whoſe breath 
would ſtink you into a conſumption in leſs than three 
months; neither would I adviſe you to aſſume the cha- 
racter of a wealthy ſquire, as your common fortune- 
hunters do, by which means many a poor lady is cheated 
into matrimony, and, inſtead of enjoying the pomp and 
grandeur that was promiſed, ſees her dowry ſeized by her 
huſband's rapacious creditors, and herſelf reduced to 
miery and deſpair.— No, I know, you have a foul that 


F2 
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ſhort trip to Paris, and provide ourſelves with all other 
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diſdains ſuch impoſition; and are maſter of qualifications 
both of mind and body, which alone intitle you to: 
match that will ſet you above the world. I baye 
clothes in my poſſeſſion that a duke need not be aſhame 
to wear.—l believe they will fit you as they are; if not, 
there are plenty of taylors in France. —Let us take x 


neceſſaries, then ſet out for England, where I intend to 
do myſelf the honour of attending you in quality of a 
valet. — This expedient will ſave you the expence of 2 
ſervant, ſhaving and dreſſing ; and I doubt not but, by 
the bleſſing of God, we ſhall bring matters to a ſpeedy 
and fortunate iſſue.” —Extravagant as this propoſal was, 
I liſtened to it with pleaſure, becauſe it flattered my va. 
nity, and indulged a ridiculous hope I began to entertain 
of my inſpiring Narciſſa with a mutual flame. 

After breakfaſt, Monheur d'Eftrapes went to pay his 
devoirs to the marquis, and was ſo ſucceſsful in his ap- 
plication, that I obtained a diſcharge in a few days; 
upon which we ſet out for Paris.—Here I had time to 
reflect and congratulate myſelf upon this ſudden tranſition 
of fate, which to bear with moderation required {ome 
degree of philoſophy and ſelf-denial.— This truth will be 
more oby1ous, if I give a detail of the particulars, to 
the quiet poſſeſſion of which I was raiſed in an inſtant, 
from the moſt abject miſery and contempt. —My ward 
robe conſiſted of five faſhionable coats, full mounted; 
two of which were plain, one of cut velvet, one trimmed 
with gold, and another with ſilver lace : two frocks; one 
of white drab with large plate buttons, the other of blue 
with gold binding: one waiſtcoat of gold brocade ; one 
of blue fatin, embroidered with filver ; one of green ilk, 
trimmed with broad-figured gold-lace ; one of black ſilł, 
with fringes; one of white ſatin j one of black cloth, and 
one of ſcarlet: fix pair of cloth breeches ; one pair of 
crimſon, and another of black velvet: twelve pair of white 
filk ſtockings, as many of black filk, and the fame num- 
ber of fine cotton; one hat laced with gold Point d epa. 
ne, another with filver lace ſcolloped, a third with gold 


binding, and a fourth plain; three dozen of fine ruffled 
ä ſhurts, 
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ſhirts, as many neckcloths; one dozen of cambrick hand- 


kerchiefs, and the like number of filk. The other move- - 


ables, which J poſſeſſed by the generoſity and friendſhip 
of Strap, were a gold watch with a chaſed caſe, two va- 
luable diamond rings, two mourning ſwords, one with a 
filver handle, and a fourth cut ſteel inlaid with gold; a 
diamond ſtock-buckle, and a ſet of ſtone buckles for the 
knees and ſhoes ; a pair of ſilver mounted piſtols with 
rich houſings; a gold-headed cane; and a ſnuff-box-uf 
tortoiſe-ſhell mounted with gold, having the picture of a 
lady in the top.— The gentleman left many other things 
of value, which my friend had converted into caſh before 
I met with him; ſo that, over and above theſe particu- 
lars, our ſtock in ready money amounted to ſomething 
more than two hundred pounds. | 

Thus equipt, I put on the gentleman of figure, and, 
attended by my honeſt friend, who was contented with 
the ſtation of my valet, viſited the Louvre, examined 
the gallery of Luxemburgh, and appeared at Verſailles, 
where I had the honour of ſeeing his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty eat a conſiderable quantity of olives. —During the 
month I fpent at Paris, I went ſeveral times to court, 
the Italian comedy, opera, and play-houfe, danced at a 
maſquerade, and, in ſhort, ſaw every thing remarkable 
in and about that capital.— Then we ſet out for Eng- 
land by the way of Flanders, paſſed through Bruſſels, 
Ghent, and Bruges, and took ſhipping at Oſtend, from 
whence in fourteen hours we arrived at Deal, hired a 
poſt-· chaiſe, and in twelve hours more got ſafe to London 
having diſpoſed of our heavy baggage in the waggon. 

CHA F.. D£ | 


1 enquire for my uncle, and underſtand he is gone to ſea 


* 


rale lodgings at Charing-croſs——g0 to the play, 
evhere I meet wwith an adwentur. dine at an or- 
dinary : the gueſts deſcribed——become acquainted with 
Medlar and doctor Wagtail. | 
S ſoon as we alighted at the inn, I diſpatched Strap 
to enquire for my uncle, at the Union Flag in Wap- 
ping; and he returned in a little time, with an account 
of Mr. Bowling's having gone to ſea, mate of a mer- 
Fbant-ſhip, after a long and unſucceſsful application and 
7 | F1 attendance 
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heroine of the ſtage; though I practiſed a great many 
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attendance at the admiralty; where, it ſeems, the in. 
tereſt he depended upon was not ſufficient to reinſtate 
him, or recover the pay that was due to him when he 
quitted the Thunder. | 

Next day I hired very handſome lodgings not far 
from Charing-croſs; and in the evening dreſſed myſelf 
in a plain ſuit of the true Paris cut, and appeared in a 
front box at the play, where I ſaw a good deal of com. 
pany, and was vain enough to believe, that I was ob- 
ſerved with an uncommon degree of attention and ap. 
plauſe. This filly conceit intoxicated me ſo much, that 
I was guilty of a thouſand ridiculous coquetries ; and 
I dare ſay, how favourable ſoever the thoughts of the 
company might be at my firſt appearance, they were 
ſoon changed, by my abſurd behaviour, into pity or con- 
tempt.—lI roſe and fat down, covered and uncovered my 
head twenty times between the acts; pulled out my 
watch, clapped it to my ear, wound it up, et it, gave 
it the hearing again;—diſplayed my ſnuit-box, affected 
to take ſnuff, that I might have an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing my brilliant, and wiped my noſe with a perfumed 
handkerchief ;—then dangled my cane, and adjuſted my 
ſword knot, and acted many more fooleries of the ſame 
kind, in hopes of attaining the character of a pretty 
fellow, in the acquiring of which, I found two confi- 
derable obſtructions in my diſpoſition; namely, a natural 
reſerve and jealous ſenſibility. Fain would I have en- 
tered into converiation with the people around me; but 
I was reſtrained by the fear of being cenſured for my 
aſſurance, as well as by reflecting that I was more en- 
titled to a compliment of this kind from them, than they 
to ſuch condeſcenſion from a ſtranger like me. How 


often did I redden at the frequent whiſpers and loud 


laughter of my fellow beaux, which I imagined were 
excited by me! and how often did I envy the happy 
indifference of thoſe choice ſpirits who beheld the dittrels 
of the ſcene, without diſcovering the leaſt ſymptom of 


approbation or concern! My attention was engaged in 


ſpite of myſelf, and I could not help weeping with the 
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ſhifts to conceal this piece of unpolite weakneſs, When 
the play was ended, I fat waiting for an opportunity of 
handing ſome lady to her coach; but every one was at- 
tended by ſuch a number of officious gallants, that for 
a long time I was baulked in my expectation.— At 
length, however, I perceived a very handſome creature, 
genteely dreſſed, ſitting by herſelf in a box, at ſome 
diſtance from me; upon which I went up to her, and 
offered my ſervice.—She ſeemed to be in {ome contuſion, 
thanked me for my complaiſance, and with a tender 
look declined giving me the trouble; looking at her 


watch, and teitifying her ſurpriſe at the negligence of 


her footman, whom ſhe had ordered to have a chair ready 
for her at that hour. I repeated my entreaty with all 
the eloquence and compliment I was maſter of; and in 
the event, ſhe was prevailed upon to accept of a propoſal 
I made, to ſend my ſervant for a chair or coach: Ac- 
cordingly, Strap was detached for that purpoſe, and re- 
turned without ſucceſs. By this time the play-houſe was 
quite empty, and we were obliged to retire. As I led 
her through the paſſage, I obſerved five or fix young 
fellows of faſhion ſtanding in a corner, one of whom, 
as I thought, tipt my charmer the wink; and when we 
were paſt I heard them ſet up a loud laugh. This note 
arouſed my attention, and I was refolved to be fully 
ſatisfied of this lady's character before I ſhould have 
any nearer connection with her. As no convenience ap- 
peared, I propoſed to conduct her to a tavern, where 
we might ſtay a few minutes, till my ſervant could fetch 
a coach from the Strand. She ſeemed particularly ſhy 
of truſting herſelf in a tavern with a ſtranger ; but at 
laſt yielded to my pathetic remonſtrances, rather than 
endanger her health, by remaining in a cold damp 

thoroughfare.—Having thus far ſucceeded, I begged to 

know what wine ſhe would be pleaſed to drink a glaſs 

of; but ſhe profeſſed the greateſt averſion to all forts of 
ſtrong liquors ; and it was with much difficulty that I 

could perſuade her to eat a jelly.—In the mean time, I 

endeavoured to alleviate the uneaſineſs ſhe diſcovered, 
by ſaying all the agreeable things I could think n oY 

a | hie 
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which ſhe would often ſigh, and regard me with a lan. 
guiſhing look, that ſeemed however too near a-kin to 
the lewd leer of a courtezan.—This diſcovery added to 
my former ſuſpicion, while it put me upon my guard 
againſt her arts, diveſted me of reſerve, and enabled 
me to entertain her with gaiety and freedom.— In the 
courſe of her converſation, I preſſed her to allow me the 
honour of waiting upon her next day at her lodgings, 
a requeſt which ſhe, with many apologies, refuſed, 
left it ſhould give umbrage to Sir John, who was of 3 
diſpoſition apt to be fretted with trifles.—This infor. 
mation, by which I was to underſtand that her huſband 
was a knight, did not check my addreſſes, which becam: 
more and more importunate, and I was even hardy enough 
to raviſha kiſs.— But, O heavens! inſtead of banquct. 
ting on the ambroſial flavour that her delicacy of com. 
plexion promiſed, I was almoſt ſuffocated with the 
ſteams of Geneva! An exhalation of this kind from 
a mouth which had juſt before declared an utter abhor- 
rence of all ſpirituous liquors, not only changed my 
doubts into certainty, but my raptures into loathing; 
and it would have been impoſſible for me to have preſerved 
common complaiſance five minutes longer, when my 
ſervant returned with the coach. I took the advantage 
of this occaſion, and preſented my hand to the lady, 
who put in practice againſt me the whole artillery of her 
charms, ogling, languiſhing, ſighing, and ſqueezing, 
with ſo little reſerve, that Strap perceived her tendernels, 
and rubbed his hands with joy as he followed us to the 
door but I was proof againſt all her endearments, 
and handed her into the coach with an intention to take 
my leave immediately. She gueſſed my deſign, and in- 
vited me to her houſe, whiſpering, that now Sir John 
was gone to bed, ſhe could have the pleaſure of my con. 
verſation for half an hour without interruption. I told 
her there was no mortification I would not undergo 
rather than endanger the repoſe of her ladyſhip; and 
bidding the coachmandrive on, wiſhed her a good night, 
She loſt all temper at my indifference; and ſtopping tht 
coach at the diſtance of about twenty yards from me, 
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popped out her head, and bawled with the lungs of a 
fin- woman, „Damn you, you dog, won't you pa 

the coach hire?“ As I made no an{wer, ſhe held forth 
againſt me with an eloquence peculiar to herſelf; calling 
me pitiful tellow, ſcoundre!, and an hundred ſuch ap- 
pellations; concluding with an oath, that, for all my 


appearance, ſhe believed I had got no money in my 


ocket. 

Having thus vented her indignation, ſhe ordered the 
coachman to proceed, and I returned to the tavern, 
where I beſpoke ſomething for ſupper, very well pleaſed 
at the iſſue of this adventure.—LI diſpenſed with the 


attendance of the waiter at table, on pretence that my 


own ſervant was preſent 5 and when we were alone, ſaid 
to Strap, © Well, Monſieur d'Eſtrapes, what do you 
think of this lady ?**—My friend, who had not opened 
his mouth ſince her departure, could make no other re- 


ply than the monoſyllable © Think ;** which he pro- 


nounced with a note of fear and aſtoniſhment.—Sur- 
priſed at this emphaſis, I furveyed my valet, and per- 

eiving a wildneſs in his looks, aſked if he had ſeen his 
grandfather's gheft? „ Ghoit! (faid he.) I am ſure J 
have ſeen a devil incarnate! Who would have thought 
that ſo much deviliſh malice and Billingſgate could lurk 
under ſuch ſweetneſs of countenance and modeſty of be- 
haviour? Ah! God help us! Front nulla fides—nimun 
ne crede color but we ought to down on our knees and 
bleſs God for delivering us from the jaws of that painted 
lepulchre.””—I was pretty much of Strap's opinion; and 
though I did not believe myſelf in any danger from the 
allurements of that ſiſterhood, I determined to act with 


great circumſpection for the future, and ſhun all com- 


merce of that kind, as equally prejudicial to my purſe 
and conſtitution. 

My next care was to introduce myſelf into a ſet of 
good acquaintance z for which purpoſe I frequented a 


certain coffee-houſe, noted for the reſort of good com- 


pany, Engliſh as well as foreigners, where my appear- 

ance procured all the civilities and advances I could de- 

tire. As there was an ordinary in the ſame houſe, I 
| went 
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66 THE ADVENTURES OF 3 
went up ſtairs to dinner with the other gueſts, and four i 
myſelf at a table with thirteen people, the greateſt par 
of whom were better dreſſed than myſelf.— The co. MW 
verſation, which was moſtly carried on in the French, 
turned chiefly on politics; and I ſoon found the who: 
company was in the French intereſt, myſelf excepted, 

and a teſty old gentleman, who contradicted every thing 
that was advanced in favour of his Moſt Chriſtian Ma. 
jeſty, with a ſurlineſs truly Enghſh.—But this truſty 
patriot, who had never been out of his own country, 
and drew all his maxims and notions from prejudice and 
hearſay, was very unequal to his antagoniſts, who were 
ſuperior to him in learning and experience, and often 
took the liberty of travellers, in aſſerting things which 
were not ſtrictly true, becauſe they thought themſelves 
in no danger of being detected by him. The claim of 
the queen of Spain to the Auſtrian dominions in Italy, 
was fully explained and vindicated, by a perſon who {at 
oppoſite to me, and by the ſolemnity of his manner, 
and the richneſs of his apparel, ſeemed to be a foreign 
ambaſſador.— This diſſertation produced another on the 

pragmatic ſanction, handled with great warmth by a 
young gentleman at my right hand, dreſſed in a green 
frock trimmed with gold, who juſtified the French king 
for his breach of that contract; and affirmed that he 
could not have obſerved it, without injuring his own 
glory, Although I was not at all convinced by this 
gentleman's arguments, I could not help admiring his 
vivacity, which I imagined muſt be the effect of his il- 
Iuſtrious birth and noble education, and accordingly ra- 
ted him in my conjecture as a young prince on his tra- 
vels.—The diſcourſe was afterwards ſhifted by an old 
gentleman, of a very martial appearance, to the lat 
campaign, when the battle of Dettingen was fought 
over again, with ſo many circumitances to the honour 
of the French, and diſadvantage of the allies, that I 
began to entertain ſome doubts of my having been there 
in perſon, and took the liberty to mention ſome objec- 
tions to what he advanced. This freedom introduced a 
diſpute, which laſted a good while, to the 9 
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Jof all preſent ; and was as laſt referred to the determi- 


nation of a grave perſon, whom they ſtiled doctor, and 
who, under a ſhew of great moderation, decided it 
againſt me, with ſo little regard to truth, that I taxed 
him with partiality in pretty ſevere terms, to the no ſmall 
entertainment of the true Engliſh politician, who re- 
joiced at my defence of à cauſe he had ſo often eſpouſed - 
without ſucceſs, My opponent, pleaſed with the victory 
he had gained, affected a great deal of candour, and 
told me, he thould not have been fo poſitive, if he had 
not been at great pains to inform himſeif of each par- 
ticular .,—* Indeed (ſaid he) I am convinced that, the 
previous ſteps conſidered, things could not happen other- 
wiſe; for we generals who have ſeen ſervice, though we 
mey not be on the ſpot ourſelves, know by the leaſt 
ſketch of the diſpoſition what muſt be the event. 
He then cenſured, with great freedom, every circum- 
{tance of the conduct of thoſe who commanded the allies; 
from thence made a tranſition to the miniſtry, which he 
honoured with many invectives, for employing people 
who had neither experience nor capacity, to the preju- 
dice of old officers who had been dittinguiſhed for both; 
dropt many hints of his own importance; and concluded 
with obſerving, that the French and Spaniards know 
better how to value generals of merit; the good effects 
of which were ſeen in the conqueſts they gain, and the 
admirable diſcipline of their troops, which are at the 


| ſame time better clothed and paid than any ſoldiers in 


the univerſe. Theſe remarks furniſhed the green knight 
with an opportunity of launching out in the praiſe of 
the French government in general, civil as well as mili- 
tary; on which occaſion he made many odious com- 
pariſons to the diſadvantage of the Engliſh. Every body, 
almoſt, aſſented to the obſervations he made; and the doc- 
tor gave his ſanction, by ſaying, the people in France 
were undoubtedly the happieſt fubje&ts in the world. —I 
was ſo much aſtoniſhed and confounded at their infatua- 
tion and effrontery, that I had not power to utter one 
word in oppolition to their aſſertions; but my moroſe 
allociate could not put up with the indignity that was 


offered 


m fe 


68 THE ADVENTURES OF 
offered to Old England, and therefore with a fſatiricy 
grin addreſſed himſelf to the general in theſe words; 
&« Sir, Sir, I have often heard it ſaid, She's a villaingy 
bird that befouls her own neſt. As for what thok 
people, who are foreigners, ſay, I don't mind it, they 
know no better; but you, who were bred and born, and 
have got your bread under the Engliſh government, 
ſhould have more regard to gratitude as well as truth, 
in cenſuring your native country, —It the miniſtry have 
thought fit to lay you aſide, I ſuppoſe they have their 
own reaſons for to doing; and you ought to remember 
that you ſtill live on the bounty of this nation. As 
for theſe gentlemen (meaning the prince and ambaſſador) 
who make {o free with our conſtitution, laws, and genius 
of our people, I think they might ſhew a little more 
reſpect for their benefactors, who, I muit own, are to 
blame in harbouring, protecting, and encouraging ſuch 
ungrateful vagrants as they are. — At theſe words the 
chevalier in green ſtarted up in a great paſſion, and Jaying 
his hand on the hilt of his - hanger, exclaimed, „ Ha, 
foutre! The Engliſhman, on the other hand, gra{p- 
ing his cane, cried, „Don't foutre me, ſirrah, or by 
G—d, I'll knock you down.''—The company inter- 


poſed, the Frenchman fat down again, and his antagonitt 


proceeded—** Lookee, Monſieur, you know very well, 
that had you dared to ſpeak ſo freely of the adminiſtra- 


tion cf your own country in Paris, as you have done 


of ours in London, you would have been ſent to the 
Baſtille without ceremony, where you might have rotted 
in a dungeon, and never ſeen the light of the ſun again. 
Nov, Sir, take my word for it, although our conſti- 
tution ſcreens us from ſuch oppreſſion, we want not laws 


to chaſtiſe the authors of ſeditious diſcourſe; and if | 


hear another ſyllable out of your mouth, in contempt 
or prejudice of this kingdom, I will give you a convincing 
proof of what I advance, and have you laid by the 
heels for your preſumption.” —— This declaration had 
an effect on the company as ſudden as ſurpriſing. 
The young prince became ſupple as a ſpaniel, the am- 


baſſador trembled, the general fat filent and abaſkd, 
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and the doctor, who, it ſeems, had felt the rod of power, 
grew pale as death, and aſſured us all, that he had no 
intention to affront any perſon or people.——« Your 
principles, doctor, (reſumed the old gentleman,) are no 
tecret. I have nothing to ſay upon that head; but 
am very much ſurpriſed that a man, who deſpiſes us ſo 
much, ſhould notwithſtanding live among us, when he 
has no viſible motive for fo doing. Why don't you 
take up your habitation in your beloved France, where 
you may rail at England without cenſure.” —To this 
remonſtrance the doctor thought proper to make no re- 
ply; and an unſocial ſilence enſued; which I perceiving, 
took notice, that it was pity ſuch idle diſputes, maintain- 
ed very often through whim or diverſion, ſhould create 
any miſunderſtanding among gentlemen of good ſenſe; 
and propoſed to drink down all animoſity in another bot- 
tle —— This motion was applauded by the whole com- 
pany: The wine was brought; and the Engliſh cham- 
pion declaring he had no ſpleen againſt any man for dif- 
tering in opinion from him, any more than for difference 
of complexion, drank to the good health of all preſent : 
the compliment was returned, and the converſation once 
more became unreſerved, though more general than be- 
fore. Among other topics, the ſubje&t of war was in- 
troduced, on which the general declaimed with great 
cloquence, recounting many of his own exploits by way 
of illuſtration. In the courſe of his harangue he hap- 
pened to mention the word epaulement, upon which the 
telty gentleman aſked the meaning of that term.—“ 1711 
tell you what an epavlement is, (replied he.)—I never 
law an epaulement but oncc—and that was at the ſiege 
of Namur In a council of war, Monſieur Cohorn, the 
famous engineer, affirmed the place could not be taken. 
es (ſaid the prince of Vaudemont) it may be 
taken by an epaulement.”— This was immediately put 
in execution, and in twenty-four-hours, Mareſchal Bout- 
fers was fain to capitulate. Here he made a full ſtop; 
and the old gentleman repeated the queiticn, But pray 
what is an epaulement ?”” To this interrogation the 
otkcer made no immediate reply, but rung the bell, and 
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70 THE ADVENTURES OF | 
called for a bill, which being brought, he threw dow 
his proportion of the reckoning, and telling the con. 
pany, he would ſhew them an epaulement when his Ma. 
jeſty ſhould think fit to entruſt him with the comman{ 
of our army abroad, ſtrutted away with great dignity, 
J could not imagine why he was ſo fhy of explaining 
one of the moſt {imple terms of fortification 3 which] 
forthwith deſcribed as a ſide- work, compoſed of earth, 
gabions, or faſcines; but I was very much fſurprize 
when I afterwards underſtood that his reſerve proceed 
from his ignorance, —Having paid our bill, we adjourne 
to the coffee-room, where my fellow-labourer inſiſted on 
treating me with a diſh, giving me to underſtand at thi 
{ame time, that I had acquired his good opinion, boti 
with reſpect to my principles and underſtanding.— 
thanked him for his compliment; and profeſſing myſel 
an utter ſtranger in this part of the world, begged ht 
would have the goodneſs to inform me of the quality 
and characters of the people who dined above. —Tlus 
requeſt was a real favour to one of his diſpoſition, which 
was no leſs communicative than curious: he therefore 
complied with great fatisiaction, and told me, to my 
extreme aſtoniſhment, that the ſuppoted young princewas 
a dancer at one of the theatres ; and the ambaſſador no 
other than a fiddler belonging to the opera. The doc. 
tor (ſaid he) is a Roman catholic prieſt, who ſometimes 
appears in the character of an officer, and aſſumes the 
name of captain; but more generally takes the garb, 
title, and behaviour of a phyſician, in which capacity 
he wheedles himſelf into the confidence of weak- 
minded people, and, by arguments no leſs ſpecious that 
falſe, converts them from their religion and allegiance. 
—He has been in the hands of juſtice more than once 
for ſuch practices; but he is a fly dog, and manages 
matters with fo much craft, that hitherto he has eicaped 
for a ſhort impriſonment.— As for the general, you may 
ſee he has owed his promotion more to his intereſt than 
his capacity; and now that the eyes of the miniſtryare 
opened, his friends dead, or become inconſiderable, tt 
is ſtruck oft the liſt, and obliged to put up with a yearly 
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penſion: in conſequence of this reduction, he is become 
malcontent, and inveighs againſt the government in all 


companies, with ſo little diſcretion, that I am ſurpriſed 


at the lenity of the adminiſtration in overlooking his in- 


ſolence: but the truth of the matter is, he owes his 


ſafety to his weakneſs and want of importance. He 
has ſeen a little, and but a little ſervice; and yet, if you 
will take his word for it, there has not been a great 
action performed in the field ſince the Revolution, in 
which he was not principally concerned. When a ſtory 
is told of any great general, he immediately matches it 
with one of himſelf; though he his often unhappy in his 
invention, and commits ſuch groſs blunders in the de- 
tail, that every body is in pain for him. Cæſar, Pom- 
pey, and Alexander the Great, are continually in his 
mouth; and as he reads a good deal, without any judg- 
ment to digeſt it, his ideas are confuſed, and his haran- 
gues as unintelligible as infinite; for once he begins, 
there is no chance of his leaving off ſpeaking, while 
one perſon remains to yield attention; therefore the only 
expedient I know, for putting a ſtop to his loquacity, is to 
lay hold of ſome incongruity he has uttered, and demand 
an explanation; or aſk the meaning of ſome difficult 
term that he knows by name only : this method will 
effectually put him to filence, if not to flight, as it hap- 
pened when I enquired about an epaul-ment.—Had he 
been acquainted with the ſignification of that word, his 


triumph would have been intolerable, and we muſt have 


quitted the field firſt, or been worried with impertinence.“ 
Having thus gratified my curioſity, the old gentleman 
began to diſcover his own, in queſtions relating to my- 
felt, to which I thought proper to return ambiguous an- 
wers. —“ I prefame, Sir, (ſaid he,) you have travelled.” 
—I anſwered, „Ves.“ I dare tay, you would find 
it very expenſive,” (ſaid he.)—T replied, «© To be ſure, 
one cannot travel without money.” —<© That I know 
by experience, (ſaid he;) for I my{elf take a trip to Bath 
or Tunbridge every ſealon: and one mutt pay ſauce for 
what he has on the road as well in other countries as in 
this—— That's a very pretty ſtone in your ring 
G 2 givg 
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give me leave, Sir—— The French have attained a won. 
derful {ki]l in making compoſitions of this Kind. WA 
now, this looks almot as well as a diamond.” —““ A.. 
moſt as well, Sir, (taid I:) why not altogether '-—I'n 
ſure, if you underſtand any thing of jewels, you muſ 
perceive at firit ſight, that this ſtone is a real diamond, 
and that of a very fine water. Take it in your hand, and 
examine it.”-—He did ſo, with ſome contuſion, and re. 
turned it, faying, * I aſk your pardon: I lee it is a true 
brilliant, of immenſe value.””—I imagined his reſpect for 
me increaſed after this enquiry : theretore, to captivate 
his eſteem the more, I told him, I would ſhew him a 
ſeal of compoſit ion, engraved after a very valuable anti- 
que; upon which I pulled out my watch with a rich goll 
chain, adorned with three ſeals ſet in gold, and an opal 
ring. He viewed each of them with great eagernels, 
bandled the chain, admired the chaſed caſe, and obſer- 
ved, that the whole muſt have coſt me a vaſt ſum of mo- 
ney. I affected indifference, and replied in a careleßs 
manner, Some trifle of ſixty or ſeventy guineas,”'— 
He ſtared in my face for ſome time, and then ajked me if 
I was an Engliſhman? I anſwered in the negative.— 
«© You. are from Ireland then, Sir, I preſume,” (ſaid 
he.) I made the ſame reply. „ O! perhaps, (ſaid he, 
you was born in one of our ſettlements abroad.” —I {til 
anſwered, No. He ſeemed very much ſurpriſed, and faic, 
he was fure I was not a foreigner.—T made no reply, 
but left him upon the tenterhooks of impatient uncer- 
tainty.—He could not contain his anxiety, but aiked 
pardon tor the liberties he had taken, and, to encourage 
me the more to diſcloſe my ſituation, diſplayed his own 
without reſerve.— J am (ſaid he) a ſingle man; have 
a conſiderable annuity, on which I live according to my 
own inclination; and make the ends of the year meet 
very comfortably .——As I have no eſtate to leave be. 
hind me, I am not troubled with the importunate offi 
ciouſneſs of relations, or iegacy hunters ; and I conſider 
the world as made for me, not me for the world: 
It is my maxim therefore to enjoy it while I can, and 
let tuturity ſliift for ittelf. While he thus * 
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his own talkative vein, and at the ſame time, no doubt, 
expected a retaliation from me, a young man entered, 
dreſſed in black velvet, and an enormous tye-wig, with 
an air in which natural levity and affected ſolemnity were 


ſo jumbled together, that on the whole he appeared a 
burleſque on all decorum. This ridiculous oddity danced. 


up to the table at which we fat, and, after a thouſand 
grimaces, aſked my friend, by the name of Mr. Med- 
lar, if we were not engaged upon buſinels.—My com- 
panion put on a ſurly countenance, and replied, ** No 
great buſineſs, doctor But, however!“ «© O! then 
(cried the phyſician) I muſt beg your indulgence a lit- 
tle: pray pardon me, gentlemen.—Sir, ſaid he, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to me,) your moſt humble ſervant : I 
hope you will forgive me, Sir—TI muſt beg the favour 
to fit—Sir—Sir, I have ſomething of conſequence to 
impart to my friend, Mr. Medlar Sir, I hope you 
will excuſe my freedom in whiſpering, Sir.” —Betore I 
had time to give this complaiſant perſon my permiſſion, 
Mr. Medlar cried, „ T'll have no whiſpering—it you 
have any thing to ſay to me, ſpeak with an audible 
voice.. The doctor ſeemed a little diſconcerted at 
this exclamation, and turning again to me, made a 
thouſand apologies for pretending to make a myſtery of 
any thing, a piece of caution which he {aid was owing 


to his ignorance of my connexion with Mr. Medlar ; but 


now he underſtood I was a friend, he would communi- 
cate what he had to ſay in my hearing. He then 
began, after two or three hems, in this manner :—* You 
muſt know, Sir, I am juſt come trom dinner at my Lady 
Flareit's, (then addrefſing himſelf to me,) a lady of 
quality, Sir, at whoſe table I have the honour of dining 
ſometimes. There was Lady Stately and my Lady 
Larum, and Mrs. Dainty, and Miſs Biddy Gigler; 
upon my word a very gocd-natured young | dv. with a 
pretty fortune, Sir.— There were allo my L d Straddle, 
Sir John Shrug, and maſter Billy Chartęer, who is 
actually a very facetious young gentleman —$0, Sir, 
her ladyſhip ſeeing me exceſſively fatigued, —for ſhe was 
the laſt of fifteen patients (people of diſtinction, Sir) 
G 3 
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74 THE ADVENTURES OF 
whom I had viſited this forenoon, —inſiſted upon ny 
ſtaying dinner; though, upon my word, I proteſt I ha 
no appetite: however, in compliance with her Jady. 
ſhip's requeſt, Sir, I ſat down, and the converſatin 
turning on different ſubjects, among other things, Mr, 
Chatter aſked very earneſtly when I ſaw Mr. Medlar. 
Il told him J had not had the pleaſure of ſeeing ya 
theſe nineteen hours and a half; for you may remember, 
Sir, it was nearly about that time; I won't be politin 
as to à minute.“ % No! (lays he: ) then I deſire yu 
will go to his lodgings immediately after dinner, and 
ſee what's the matter with him, for he muſt certain 
be very bad, from having laſt night eat ſuch a vaſt quay- 
tity of raw oyſters.” — The cruſty gentieman, wh, 
from the ſolemnity of his delivery, expected ſomethin 
extraordinary, no ſooner heard his concluſion, than h: 
ſtarted up in a teſty humour, crying, * Pſhaw, pſhay! 
d—n your oyſters; and walked away after a ſhort com. 
pliment of, . Your ſervant, Sir,“ to me. The dodo 
got up alſo, ſaying, „I vow and proteſt, upon m 
word, I am actually amazed,” and followed Mr. Medlar 
to the bar, which was hard by, where he was paying 
for his coffee. There he whiſpered ſo loud, that I coul 
overhear, „ Pray, who is this gentleman ?''——Hli 
friend replied hattily, © I might have known that befor 
now, if it had not been for your impertinent intruſion,” 
and walked off very much diſappointed. The ceremo- 
nious phyſician returned immediately, and fat down by 
me, aſking a thouſand pardons for leaving me alone; 
and giving me to underſtand, that what he had commu- 
nicated to Mr. Medlar at the bar was an affair of the 
laſt importance, that would admit of no delay. He then 
called tor ſome coffee, and launched out into the virtues 
of that berry, which, he ſaid, in cold phlegmatic con- 
ſtitutions, like his, dried up the ſuperflous moiſture, and 
braced the relaxed nerves. He told me it was utter] 
unknown to the ancients ; and derived its name from al 
Arabian word, which I might eaſily perceive by the found 
and termination. From this topic he transferred his di- 
quiſitions to the word drink, which he affirmed, was 
improperh 
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on my i improperly applied to the taking of /coffee, in as much 
ha as people did not drink, but fip or fipple, that liquor; that 

lady. the genuine meaning of drinking is to quench one's 
{ation WM thirſt, or commit a debauch by ſwallowing wine; that 
„ M. the Latin word, which conveyed the tame idea, was 
ledlar. bibere or potare ; and that of the Greeks, pinein or foteein 3 


g you though he was apt to believe they were differently uſed 
mber, on different occaſions. For example; to drink a vaſt 
olitive quantity, or, as the vulgar expreſs it, to drink an ocean 
re you Bi of liquor, was in Latin potare, and in Greek poteen 3 
„ and and on the other hand, to ute it immoderateiy, was 
tain WW bibere and pinein; that this was only a conjecture of his 
quam own, which, however, ſeemed to be {upported by the 
wit, word b:bu/0us, which is particularly applied to the pores. 
thing of the ſkin, that can only drink a very ſmall quantity of 
an h the circumambient moiſture, by reaſon of the ſmallneſs 
ſhaw! of their diameters; whereas, from the verb poteezn, is 
com. derived the ſubſtantive potamos, which fignifies a river, 
loctor or vaſt quantity of liquor.——l could not kelp ſmiling 
1 my at this learned and important inveſtigation; and to re- 
edla i commend myſelf the more to my new acquaintance, 
aying whoſe diſpoſition I was by this time well informed of, I 
cou obſerved, that what he alledged did not, to the beſt of 
—H my remembrance, appear in the writings of the ancients : 
efore for Horace uſes the words poto and bibo inditterently ior 
jon, the ſame purpoſe, as in the twentieth Ode of his firſt 
mo- Book. | ; 
n by Vile potabis modicis ſubinum cantharis, 

One; | Et prœlo domitamcalentu bibesuvam, 

mu- That IT had never heard of the verb poteein; but that 
the fotamos, potema, and potos, were derived from piuo, poſo, 
then fefoka; in conſequence of which the Greek poets never 
'tues WWF ule any other word for feſtal drinking. Homer deſcribes 
con- Neſtor at his cups in theſe words; 

and Neftora d'ouk elathen jache pinonta perempes. 

erh And Anacreon mentions it on the ſame occaſion almoſt 
n al i i every page, ie 


und Pinonti de oinon hedun 
dil | Otan pino tom 0inon. 
was Opliz” ego de pino. 
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16 THE ADVENTURES OF 
And in a thouſand other places. — The doctor, who, 
doubtleſs, intended, by his criticiſm, to give me a high 


himſelf ſchooled by one of my appearance: and, after: 

conſiderable pauſe, cried, © Upon my word! you are in 

the right, Sir—I find I have not conſidered this affair 
with my uſual accuracy. Then accoſting me in Latin, 
which he ſpoke very well, the converſation was main. 
tained full two hours, on a variety of ſubjects, in that 
language; and, indeed, he ſpoke ſo judiciouſiy, that ] 
was convinced, notwithſtanding his Whimſical appear. 
ance, and attention to trifles, that he was a man of ex. 
tenſive knowledge, eſpecially in books: he looked upon 

me, as I afterwards underſtood from Mr. Medlar, as 1 

_ prodigy in learning, and propoſed that very night, if! 

was not engaged, to introduce me to ſeveral young gen- 

tlemen of fortune and faſhion, with whom he had an 
appointment at the Bedford coffee-houſe. 
CHAP. . 

Wagtail introduces me to a ſet of fine gentlemen, with 
whom T ſpend the evening at a tavern—our conver- 
ſation—the characters of my new companion the 
doctor is roafted——the iſſue of our debauch, 

] Accepted his offer with pleaſure, and we went thither 

in a hackney coach, where I ſaw a great number of 
gay figures fluttering about, moſt of whom ſpoke to the 

doctor with great familiarity. Among the reſt ſtood a 

groupe of them around the fire, whom I immediately 

knew to be the very perſons who had the night before, 
by their laughing, alarmed my ſuſpicion of the lady who 
had put herſelf under my protection.— They no ſooner 
perceived me enter with Dr. Wagtail (for that was my 
companion's name) than they tittered and whiſpered one 
to another: and I was not a little ſurpriſed to find that 
they were the gentlemen to whoſe acquaintance he de. 
ſigned to recommend me; for when he obſerved them 
together, he told me who they were, and defired to know 
by what name he ſhould introduce me. I fatisfied him 
in that particular; and he advanced with great gravity 
laying, * Gentlemen, your moſt obedient—give me leave 
| 0 
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idea of his erudition, was infinitely ſurpriſed to find 


up t 


RODERIC RANDOM. ” 

to introduce my friend Mr. Random to your ſociety.” 
Then turning to me, Mr. Random, this is Mr. Brag- 
well Mr. Banter, Sir Mr. Chatter—my triend 
Mr. Slyboot, and Mr. Ranter, Sir.“ I faluted each 
Jof them in order; and when I came to take Mr. Sly- 
boot by the hand, I perceived him thruſt his tongue in 


ny; but I did not think proper to take any notice of it 


ws on this occation. Mr. Ranter too (who I afterwards 
at I karncd was a player) diſplayed his talents, by mimick- 
ear. Ning my air, features, and voice, while he returned my 
ex. Neompliment: This feat J ſhould not have been ſo ſenſi- 
pon ble of, had I not {een him behave in the ſame manner to 
1s 1 my friend Wagtail, when he made up to them at firſt. 


if WW hut for once J let him enjoy the fruits of his dexterity 
without queſtion or controul, reſolved, however, to 
chaſtiſe his mſolence at a more convenient opportunity. 
Mr. Slyboot, gueſſing I was a ftranger, aſked if I had 
been lately in France? and when I anſwered in the affir- 
vih mative, inquired if I had ſeen the Luxembourg gallery ? 
I told him I had confidered it more than once with great 
attention: Upon this a converſation enſued, in which I 
diſcovered him to be a painter—While we were diſcourſ- 
her ing upon the particnlars of this famous performance, I 
overheard Banter aſk Dr. Wagtail, where he had picked 
the Nup this Mr. Random. —To which queſtion the phyſician 
1 ; {MW 2nlwered, “ Upon my word, a mighty pretty fort of a 
gentleman—a man of fortune, Sir—he has made the 


w: grand tour, and ſeen the beſt company in Europe, Sir.“ 
o —“ What, he told you io? I ſuppoſe, (ſaid the other.) 
ner I take him to be neither more nor leſs than a French 
my valet de chambre. Oh! barbarous, barbarous ! 
ne (sried the doctor: ) this is actually, upon my word, alto- 
hat I gether unaccountable.—I know all his family perfectly 


de. well, Sir; he's of the Randoms of the north a very 


ancient houſe, Sir, and a diſtant relation of mine. 


em 0 
ow IM { vas extremely nettled at the conjecture of Mr. Banter, 
im end began to entertain a very indifferent opinion of my 
tr, empany in ; general; but as I might poſſibly by their 
we means acquire a more extenſive and agreeable acquain- 
0 | tance, 


his check, to the no ſmall entertainment of the compa- 
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78 THE ADVENTURES OF | 

tance, I determined to bear theſe little mortification 
as long as I could, without injuring the dignity of my 
character.— After having talked fome time on the wea. 
ther, plays, politics, and other coffee-houſe ſubjects, it 
was propoſed that we ſhould ipend the evening at a noted 
tavern in the neighbourhood, whither we repaired in a 
body.—Having taken poſſeſſion of a room, called for 
French wine, and beſpoke. ſupper, the glaſs went about 
pretty freely, and the characters of my aſſociates opened 
upon me more and more. —It ſoon appeared that the 
doctor was entertained as a butt for the painter and player 
to exerciſe their wit upon for the diverſion of the com- 


pany. Mr. Ranter began the game, by aſking him what 


was good for a hoarſeneſs, lowneſs of ſpirits and indi- 


geſtion, for he was troubled with all theſe complaints 


to a very great degree. Wagtail immediately under. 
took to explain the nature of his caſe, and in a ver 
prolix manner harangued upon prognoſtics, diagnoſtico 
ſymptomatics, therapeutics, inanition, and repletion; 
then calculated the force of the ſtomach and lungs in 
their reſpective operations; aſcribed the player's malady 
to a diſorder in theſe organs, proceeding from hard drink- 
ing and vociferation, and preſcribed a courſe of ſtoma. 
chics, with abſtinence from venery, wine, and loud 
ſpeaking, laughing, ſinging, coughing, ſneezing, or 
haliooing.—““ Pah, pah, (cried Ranter, interrupting 
him, ) the remedy is worſe than the diſeaſe—I wiſh I 
knew - where to find ſome tinder-water. —““ Tinder- 
water! (laid the doctor: ) upon my word I don't appre- 
hend you, Mr. Ranter.”—* Water extracted from tm- 
der (replied the other,) an univerſal ſpecific for all diftem- 
pers incident to man, It was invented by a learned 
German monk, who for a valuable conſideration im- 
parted the ſecret to Paracelſi:s.”—« Pardon me, (cried 
the painter:) it was firſt uſed by Solomon, as appears by 
a Greek manuſcript, in his own hand-writing, lately 
found at the foot of Mount Lebanon, by a peaſant wo 
was digging for potatoes.“ Well, (ſaid Wagtail,) in 
all my vaſt reading, I never met with ſuch a preparation 


neither did I know, till this minute, that Solomon un- 
derſtood 
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loud MW valt quantity of tinder, the conſumption of which mutt 

or undoubtedly raiſe the price of paper —or where ſhall I 

ting find animal heat ſufficient even to warm ſuch a maſs. 

h I M—»lyboot informed him, that he might have a retort : 


blown for him as big as a church; and that the eaſieſt 


der- 

pre- method of raiſing the vapour by animal heat, would be [ 
tin- to place it in the middle of an infirmary for teverith pa- f 
em- tients, who might lie upon matreſſes around, and in con- { 


GS 
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— 
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med tact with it.—He had no ſooner pronounced theſe words, 
in- than Wagtail exclaimed, in a rapture, © An admirable 
ried Nexpedient, as I hope to be ſaved! I will poſitively put it 
; by m practice.” —This ſimplicity of the phyſician furniſhed 
tely {MW excelent diverſion for the company, who, in their turns, 
who ſneered at him in ironical compliments, which his vanity 
Jin Iwallowed as the genuine ſentiments of their hearts.— 
ion! Mr. Chatter, impatient of ſo long a filence, now broke 
un- Neut, and entertained us with a catalogue of all the peo- l 
od ple who danced at the laſt Hampſtead ailembly, _—_ „„ 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 9 FOR 
tion aderſtood Greek, or that potatoes grew in Paleſtine,” —- „ 
f my Here Banter interpoſed, ſaying, he was ſurpriſed that FM 
wes. Dr. Wagtail ſhould make the leaſt doubt of Solomon's. 1 
5, it Nonderſtanding Greek, when he is repreſented to us as the Bll | 
noted WM wilett and beſt educated prince in the world; and as for l 
in z potatoes, they were tranſplanted thither from Ireland, in RET 
| for the time of the Cruſades, by ſome knights of that coun- Wh; 
bout ay. I profeſs (ſaid the doctor) there is nothing more 1 
xened MEely—I would actually give a vaſt ſum for a fight of ! 
t the chat manuſcript, which muſt be ineftimable—And it I Wl 
laver MW underſtood the procels, would ſet about it immediately.“ 1 
com. — The player aſſured him, the proceſs was very ſim- bi 1 
what ple—that he muſt cram a hundred weight of dry tinder 14 
ndi- into a glaſs retort, and, diſtilling it by the force of ani- l 
aintz mal heat, it would yield half a ſcruple of inſipid water, 1 
der- None drop of which is a full doſe.—“ Upon my integrity! 1 
very (exclaimed the credulous doctor, ) this is very amazing h Bt; 
tics, Hand extraordinary! that a caput mortuum ſhall yield any 1 
ion; Vater at all- I muſt own I have always been an enemy Wo 
IN to ſpecifics, which I thought inconſiſtent with the na- Wb 7" 
lady ture of animal ceconomy ; but certainly the authority of W 
ink. Solomon is not to be queſtioned. —I wonder where I Watts 
ma. ME ball find a glaſs retort large enough to contain ſuch a 1 
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80 THE ADVENTURES OF 
moſt circumſtantial account of the dreſs and ornament 
of each, from the lappets of the ladies to the thoe-buckly 


of the men; concluding with telling Bragwell, that hi 


Melinda was there, and ſeemed to mils him; and folicit. 
ing his company at the next occaſion of that kind. 


« No, no, damme, (ſaid Bragwell,) I have ſomething 
elſe to mind than dangling after parcel of giddy-heade 


girls; beſides, you know my temper is ſo unruly, that] 


am apt to involve myſelf in ſcrapes when a woman iz 


concerned, The laſt time I was there, I had an affair 
with Tom Trippet.”—© O!] I remember that, (criel 


Banter :) you lugged out before the ladies; and I com. 
mend you for ſo doing, becauſe you had an opportunit; þ 
of ſhewing your manhood without running ay 


riſk.” 6 Riſk! (ſaid the other, with a fierce coun 
tenance.) Damn my blood! I fear no riſks. I ant 
afraid of lugging out againſt any man that wears a head, 


damme! Tis well known I have drawn blood more tha 
once, and loſt tome too; but what does that ſignify?” F 


The player begged this champion to employ him as hi 
ſecond the next time he intended to kill, for he wante 


to ſee a man die of a ſtab, that he might know how w 
act ſuch a part the more naturally on the ſtage.—“ Die! 
| (replied the hero.) No, by God! I know better thing 


than to incur the verdict of a Middleiex jury—1 ſhoull 
look upon my fencing-maſter to be an ignorant fon ef: 
bitch, if he had not taught me to prick any part of m 
antagoniſt's body, that I pleaſe to diſable.“ . Oho' 


(cried Slyboot, ) if that be the caſe, I have a favour to alk | 
You mult know I am employed to paint a Jeſus on tit 


croſs ; and my purpoſe is to repreſent him at that pout 
of time when the ſpcar is thruſt into his ſide.—Now [ 


ſhould be glad you would, in my preſence, pink ſome im. | 


pertinent ſellow into convulſions, without endangering li 
lite, that I may have an opportunity of taking a god 
clever agony from nature,—The doctor will direct yo! 
where to enter, and how far to go: but pray let it bes 
near the left fide as poſſible.” Wagtail, who took thi 


propoſal ſeriouſly, obſerved, that it would be a very di. 


cult matter to penetrate into the left ſide of the thoray 


without hurting the heart, and of conſequence wy 
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the patient; but he believed it was poſſible for a man of 
a very nice hand, and exact knowledge of anatomy, to 
wound the diaphragma ſomevwnere about the ſkirts, 
which might induce a ſingultus, without being attended 


with death; that he was ready to demonſtrate the inſer- 


tion of the muſcle to Mr. Bragwell ; but defired to have 
no concern with the experiment, which might eſſentially 
prejudice his reputation, in caſe of a miſcarriage. —Brag- 
well was as much impoſed upon by the painter's wag- 

ry as the doctor, and declined engaging in the affair, 
faying, he had a very great regard for Mr. Slyboot, but 
had laid it down as a maxim, never to fight except when 
his honour was engaged.—A thouſand jokes of this kind 
were uttered : the wine circulated, ſupper was ſerved in, 
ve ate heartily, returned to the bottle ; Bragwell became 
noiſy and troubleſome, Banter grew more and more ſe- 
rere, Ranter rehearſed, Slybuot made faces at the whole 
company, I ſung French catches, and Chatter kiſſed me 


with great affection ; while the doctor, with a woeful 


countenance, fat filent like a diſciple of Pythagoras.— 


At length, it was propoſed by Bragwell, that we ſhould 


ſcour the hundreds, {weat the conſtable, maul the watch, 


and then reel ſoberly to bed. 

While we deliberated on this expedition, the waiter 
came into the rqom, and aſked for Dr. Wagtail. When 
he underſtood he was preſent, he told him there was a 
lady below to enquire for him; at which meſſage the 
phyſician ſtarted from his melancholy contemplation, 


and, with a look of extreme contuſion, aſſured the com- 


pany, he could not poſſibly be the perſon wanted, for he 
had no connexion with any lady whatever; and bade the 


B be ſo impolite as to refuſe the lady a hearing? per- 
aps ſhe comes for a conſultation.— It muſt be ſome ex- 

traordinary affair that brings a lady to a tavern at this 
time o'night. Mr. Ranter, pray do the doctor's baiſe- 


mains to the lady, and fquire her hither. — The player 


immediately ſtaggered out, and returned, leading in, with 


much ceremony, a tall ſtrapping wench, whole appear- 


We received her with 


auce proclaimed her occupation. 
the 
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the utmoſt ſolemnity, and with a good deal of intreay 


ſhe was perſuaded to fit, when a profound hlence entued | 


during which ſhe fixed her eyes with a diſconſolate lod 
upon the doctor, who was utterly contounded at her be 
haviour, and returned her melancholy tour-fold : 2 


length, after a good many piteous ſighs, ſhe wiped he 


eyes, and accoſted him thus: “ What! not one word d 
comfort? Will nothing ſoften that ſtony heart of thine! 
Not all my tears! Not all my affliction ! Not the ine 
table ruin thou haſt brought upon me! Where areth 
vows, thou faithleſs perjured man? Haſt thou no hv 
nour ?—no conſcience ?—no remorſe for thy perfidiou 
conduct towards me ?—Anſwer me, wilt thou at laſt 
me juſtice, or muſt I have recourie to heaven or hell fu 
my revenge!“ —If poor Wagtail was amazed before ik 
ſpoke, what muſt his confuſion be on hearing this a 
dreſs! His natural paleneſs changed into a ghaſtly cly 
colour, his eyes rolled, his lip trembled, and he anſwem 
in an accent not to be delcribed,—** Upon my wor, 
honour, and ſalvation ! Madam, you are actually miſtala 
in my perton.—I have a molt particular veneration in 
your ſex, and am actually incapable of injuring any la 
in the ſmalleſt degree, Madam: —Beſides, Madam, t 
the beſt of my recollection, I never had the he nour d 
ſeeing you before, as I hope to be ſaved, Madam!"= 
« How, traitor! (cried the,) doſt thou diiown me then 
—Miſtnken! no, too well 1 know that fair bewitchig 
face ! too well I know that falſe enchanting tongue 
Alas! gentlemen, ſince the villain compels me, by h. 
unkindnels, to expoſe myſelf and him, know that thi 
betrayer, under the ſpecious pretence of honourable # 
dreſſes, won my heart, and taking advantage of his co 
queſt, robbed me of my virgin-treature, and afterwath 
abandoned me to my fate! I am now four months ga- 
with child by him, turned out of doors by my relation 
and left a prey to miſery and want! Yes, thou bai 


rian, (ſaid ſhe, turning to Wagtail,) thou tyger, tha; 
tuccubus! too well thou knoweſt my ſituation-but . 


will tear out thy faithleſs heart, and deliver the wot 
from ſuch a monſter.” So ſaying, ſhe ſprung forw 
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at the doctor, who, with incredible agility, jumped over 
the table, and ran behind Bragwell, while the reſt of us 


endeavoured to appeaſe the furious heroine. Although 


every body in the company affected the utmoſt ſurpriſe, 
I could eaſily perceive it was a ſcheme concerted among 
them to produce diverſion at the doctor's expence; and 
being under no concern about the contequence, I entered 
into the confederacy, and enjoyed the diſtreſs of Wagtail, 
who, with tears in his eyes, begged the protection of the 
company, declaring himſelf as innocent of the crime laid 
to his charge, as the foetus in utero: and hinting, at the 
fame time, that nature had not put it in his power to be 
guilty of ſuch a treipaſs—** Nature ! (cried the lady ;} 
there was no nature in the caſe—he abuſed me by the 
help of charms and. ſpells ; elſe how is it poſſible that 
any woman could have liſtened to the addreſſes of ſuch a 


| feare-crow ?—Were theſe owlith eyes made for ogling; 


that carrion complexion to be admired ; or that mouth, 
like a horte-ſhoe, to be kiſſed ? No, no; you owe your ſuc- 
els to your philtres, to your drugs and incantations; 
and not to your natural talents, which are in every re- 
pet mean and contemptible.”— The doctor now thought 
de had got an opportunity of vindicating himſelf effectu- 
aly; and defired the complainant to compole herſelf but 
for half an hour, in which he undertook to prove the 
abſurdity of believing in the power of incantations, 


Jchich were only idle dreams of ignorance and ſuperſti- 


I courſe upon the nature of ideas, the powers and inde- 


tion,—He accordingly pronounced a very learned diſ- 
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but | 


e ww by her diſorder, —He had no ſooner finiſhed his harang ue, 


a 


pendence of the mind, the properties of ſtimulating me- 
icines, the difference between a proneneſs to venery, 
which manyſi mples would create, and a paſſion limited 
to one object, which can only be the reſult of ſenſe and 
elleion z and concluded with a pathetic remonſtrance, 
ktting forth his unhappineſs in being perſecuted with 
e reſentment of a lady whom he had never injured, nor 
den ſeen before that occaſion, and whoſe faculties were, 
n all likelihood, ſo much impaired by her misfortunes, 
Mat an innocent perſon was in danger of being ruined 
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being mad. Banter preſcribed the actual cautery, a 
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than the forlorn princeſs renewed her lamentations, ant | 1 
cautioned the company againſt his eloquence, which, the | g 
faid, was able to biaſs the moit impartial bench in Chrif f f. 
tendom. Banter adviſed him to eſpouſe her immeG. 
ately, as the only means to ſalve his reputation, and if 
offered to accompany him to the Fleet for that purpok; | © 
but Slyboot propoſed that a father ſhould be purchafd | 
for the child, and a comfortable alimony ſettled on the | w 
mother. Ranter promiſed to adopt the infant grati, | 
Wagtail was ready to worſhip him for his generoſity; Þ $! 
and though he perſiſted in proteſting his innocence, cos Bro 
deſcended to every thing rather than his unblemiſhed u 
character ſhould be called in queſtion. The lady u. bi 
jected the propoſal, and inſiſted on matrimony. Bray | fu 
well took up the cudgels for the doctor, and undertook | An 
to rid him of her importunity for half a guinea ; up 
which Wagtail, with great eagerneſs, pulled out ki al 
purſe, and put it into the hand of his friend, who takin | fe! 
half a piece out of it, gave it to the plaintiff, and bat} mM 
her thank God for her good fortune. When ſhe hut | Bu 
received this bounty, ſhe affected to weep, and begged | Gil 
fince the phyſician had renounced her, he would at lat w 
vouchſafe her a parting kiſs. This he was prevailed w- bir 
on to grant, with great reluctance, and went up vu] gu- 
his uſual ſolemnity to ſalute her; when ſhe laid holde] ing 
his cheek with her teeth, and held faſt, while he roam] ma 
with anguiſh, to the unſpeakable diverſion of all preſet. | did 
When ſhe thought proper to relea ſe him, ſhe drop 
low curtley to the company, and quitted the room, lea | (fe! 
ing the doctor in the utmoſt horror, not ſo much on a 
count of the pain, as the apprehenſion of the conlequency 
of the bite; for by this time he was convinced of It 


put the poker in the fire to be heated, in order to ſear ti 
place.— The player was of opinion that Bragwell thou 
{coop out the part affected with the point of his fworl 
but the painter prevented both theſe dreadful operatioh 
by recommending a balfam he had in his pocket, wh 
never failed to cure the bite of a mad dog: So fayilh 
he pulled out a fmall bladder of black paint; 
w 
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which he inſtantly anointed not only the ſore, but the 
greateſt part of the patient's face, and left it in a fright- 
ful condition. In ſhort, the poor creature was ſo harraſſed 
with fear and vexation, that J pitied him extremely, and 
ſent him home in a chair, contrary to the inclination of 


, | every body preſent. 


This freedom of mine gave umbrage to Bragwell, 
who teſtified his diſpleaſure, by ſwearing a few threats, 
without making application, which being perceived by 
Slyboot, who ſat by me, he, with.a view of promotin 
a quarrel, whiſpered to me, that he thought — 
uſed me very ill; but every man was the beſt judge of 
his own affairs. — I anſwered aloud, that I would neither 
ſuffer Mr. Bragwell nor him to uſe me ill with impunity 
and that I ſtood in no need of his counſel in regard to 
the regulation of my conduct. He thought proper to 
alk a thouſand pardons, and aſſure me, he meant no of- 
fence; while Bragweil feigned himſelf aſleep, that he 
might not be obliged to take notice of what paſſed.— 
But the player, who had more animal ſpirits, and leſs 
diſcretion, than Slyboot, unwilling to let the affair reſt 
where he had dropt it, jogged Mr. Bragwell, and told 
him ſoftly, that I called him names, and threatened to 
cudgel him. —This particular I underſtood by his ſtart- 
ing up, and crying, “ Blood and wounds! you lie—No 
man durit treat me fo ignominiouſly.-Mr. Random, 
did you call me names, and threaten to drub me?“ I 
denied the imputation, and propoſed to puniſh the ſcoun- 


drel who endeavoured to foment diſturbance in the com- 


2 Bragwell ſignified his approbation, and drew his 
| tword: I did the tame, and accoſted the actor in theſe 

words, „ Lookee, Mr. Ranter, I know you poſſeſs all 
the mimickry and miſchievous qualities of an ape, be- 

cauſe I have oblerved you put them all in practice more 
than once to-night, on me and others; now I want to 
ke if you reſemble one in nimbleneſs alſo; therefore I 

defire you to leap over this ſword without heſitation.” — 

do ſaymg, I held it parallel to the horizon, at the diſ- 

tance of about three feet from the floor, and called, 

* Once—twice—thrice, and away ;”'—but, inſtead of 
| | H.3 complying 
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complying with my command, he ſnatched his hat and 
hanger, and aſſuming the looks, ſwagger, and phraſe of 
Piſtol, burſt out in the following exclamation : „ Hz! 
muſt I then perform inglorious prank of ſylvan ape in 
mountain foreſt caught! Death rock me aſleep, abridge 
my doleful days, and lay my hand in fury's lap. —Hare 
we not Hiren here? - This buffoonery did not anſwer 
his expectation, for by this time the company was bent 
on ſeeing him in a new character. Mr. Banter deſired 
me to hold my ford a foot or two higher, that he might 
have an opportunity of exerting himtel;.— The painter 
told him, if he performed well, he would recommend 
him as a vaulter to the proprietors of Sadler's-wells; 
and Bragwell, crying, © Leap for the king,”' appli 
the point of his ſword to the player's polteriors, with 
ſuch ſucceſs, that he ſprung over in a trice, and finding 
the door unguarded, vaniſhed in a twinkling; glad, no 
doubt, of having paid his ſhare of the reckoning 6 
eaſil | 

h 1 being now near two o'clock in the morning, we 
diſcharged the bill, and ſallied out into the ſtreet.—The 
painter ſlunk away without taking his leave. Bill 
Chatter, being unable to ſpeak or ſtand, was ſent tos 
bagnio; and Banter and I accompanied Bragwell to Mol 
King's coftce-houſe, where, after he had kicked half: 
dozen of hungry whores, we left him aileep on a bench 
and directed our courſe towards Charing-Croſs, neat 
which place both he and I lodged. | 
The natural dryneſs of my companion being over- 
come by liquor, he honoured me by the way with man 
compliments and profeſſions of friendſhip, for which | 
mac e ſuitable acknowledgments, and told him, I thought 
myſelf happy in having, by my behaviour, removed tit 
uniavourable opinion he entertained of me at firſt fight, 
— He was ſurpriſed at this declaration, and begged me 
to explain myſelf: Upon which I mentioned what I hat 
over-heard him ſay of me to Wagtail in the coffee-hout 
le laughed, and made an apology for his fredon, 


. ͤ ee ppmn. ane 


—— 
2 —— 
= — — 


ſeſſed him in my favour; and what he ſaid, was only in 
tendel 
0 


n,. 


9 


nd. Ah 
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tended as a joke on the doctor's ſolemnity.— I was 
highly pleaſed at being undeceived in this particular, and 
not a little proud of the good opinion of this wit, who 
ſhook me by the hand at parting, and promiſed to meet 


me next day at the ordinary. 
CHA P.: © 


Strap communicates to me a conqueſt he had made of a 


chandler's avidou——finds himjelf miſerably miſtaken 
1 go to the opera admire Melinda am 
cautioned by Banter g to the aſſembly at Hamp- 
ea. dance with that young lad) recetve an 
mnſolent meſſage from Bragwell, whoſe metal is ſoon 
cooled am in favour with my miſtreſs, whom I viſit 
next day; and am bubbled out of eighteen guineas at 
card. Strap triumphs at my ſucceſs, but is aſtoniſbed 
at my expence——Banter comes to my lodging, 1s very 
ſarcaſtic at my expence, and borrows fie gumeas from 
me, as a proof of his friend/hip. 
N the morning before I got up, Strap came into my 
chamber, and finding me awake, hemmed ſeveral 
times, ſcratched his head, caſt his eyes upon the grund, 
and, with a very fooliſh kind of ſimper upon his face, 
gave me to underſtand he had ſomething to communicate. 


— By your countenance (laid I) I expect to hear good 


tidings. —“ Indifferent, (replied he, tittering;) that is, 
hereatter as it ſhall be.—You muſt know, I have ſome 
thoughts of altering my condition” —*© What! (cried 
I, aſtoniſhed,) a matrimonial ſcheme? O rare Strap! thou 
haſt got the heels of me at laſt. “ N*—no leſs, I 
aſſure you, (ſaid he, burſting into a laugh of ſelf-appro- 
bation.) A tallow-chandler's widow, that lives hard by, 
has taken a liking to me.—A fine jolly dame, as plump 
as a partridge,—She has a well-turniſhed houſe, a britk 
trade, and a good deal of the ready—I may have her 
tor the aſking. She told a friend of mine, a brother 
footman, that ſhe would take me out of a ſtinking clout. 
hut I refuſed to give my final anſwer, till I knew 
your opinion of the matter. — I congratulated Monſieur 
d' Eſtrapes upon his conqueſt, and approved of the ſcheme, 
provided he could be aſſured of thoſe n of 
er 
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her fortune; but adviſed him to do nothing raſhly, and 
give me an opportunity of ſeeing the lady before matters 
ſhould be brought to a concluſion. He aſſured me he 
would do nothing without my conſent and approbation; 
and that very morning, while I was at breakfaſt, intro. 
_ duced his inamorata to my acquaintance.—She was a 
ſhort thick woman, about the age of thirty-ſix, and had 
a particular prominence of belly, which I perceived at 
firſt fight, not without ſome ſuſpicion of foul play.—] 
deſired her, however, to ſit, and treated her with a diſh 
of tea; the diſcourſe turning on the good qualities of 
Strap, whom I repreſented as a prodigy of ſobriety, in- 
duſtry, and virtue.—When ſhe took her leave, he fol- 
lowed her to the door, and returned licking his lips, and 
aſking if I did not think ſhe was a luſcious creature.— 
I made no myſtery of my apprehenſion, but declared my 
ſentiments of her without reſerve; at which he was not 
' ſurpriſed, telling me, he had obſerved the ſame ſymptom, 
but was informed by his friend that ſhe was only liver- 
grown, and would in a few months be as ſmall in the 
waiſt as ever.—* Yes (ſaid I,) a few weeks, I believe, 
will do the buſineſs. —In ſhort, Strap, it is my opinion, 
that you are egregiouſly impoſed upon; and that this 
friend is no other than a raſcal, who wants to palm his 
trull upon you for a wife, that he may at once deliver 
himſelf from the importunities of the mother, and the 
expence of her bantling ; for which reaſon I would not 
have you truſt implicitly to the report he makes of her 
wealth, which is inconſiſtent with his behaviour; nor 
run your head precipitately into a nooſe, that you may 
afterwards wiſh exchanged for the hangman's.” He 
ſeemed very much ſtartled at my inſinuation, and pro- 
miſed to look twice before he leaped; ſaying, with tome 
heat, „Odds, if I find his intention is to betray me, 
we ſhall ſee which of us is the better man. My pre- 
diction was verified in lets than a fortnight ; her great 
belly producing an infant, to the unſpeakable amaze- 
ment of Strap, who was, before this happened, inclinable 
to believe I had refined a little too much in my penetra- 
tion, His falie friend diſappeared ; and in a few ay 
8 | h Alter 
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after an execution was iſſued againſt her goods and 
houſehold- furniture, which were ſeized by the creditors. 

Mean while I met my friend Banter at the ordinary, 
and in the evening went to the opera with him and Mr. 
Chatter, who pointed out Melinda in one of the boxes, 
and offered to introduce me to her, obſerving at the ſame 
time, that ſhe was a reigning toaſt, worth ten thouſand 
pounds. This piece of information made my heart bound 
with joy, and I diſcovered great eagerneſs to accept the 
propoſal : upon which he aſſured me I ſhould dance with 
her at the next aſſembly, if he had any influence in that 
quarter: ſo ſaying, he went round, ſpoke to her ſome 
minutes, and, as I imagined, pointed at me; then return- 
ing, told me, to my inexpreſſible pleaſure, that T might 
depend upon what he had promiſed, for ſhe was now 
engaged as my partner.—Banter, in a whiſper, gave 
me to underſtand, that ſhe was an incorrigible coquette, 
who would grant the ſame favour on any young fellow 
in England, of a tolerable appearance, merely to engage 
him among the herd of her admirers, that ſhe might 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing them daily increaſe ;—that . 
ſhe was of a cold inſenſible diſpoſition, dead to every 
paſſion but vanity, and ſo blind to merit, that he would 
lay any wager, the wealthieſt fool ſhould carry her at 
laſt. I attributed a good deal of this intelligence to 
the ſatirical turn of my friend, or reſentment for hav- 
mg himſelf ſuffered a rebuff from the lady in queſtion :. 
and at any rate, truſted ſo much to my own accompliſh- 
ments, as to believe no woman could reſiſt the ardour of 
my addrefles. | | 

Full of this confidence, I repaired to Hampſtead, in 
company with Billy Chatter, my Lord Hobble, and 
Doctor Wagtail.—There I ſaw a very brilliant aſſenibly, 
before whom I had the honour to walk a minuet with 
Melinda, who charmed me with her frank manner and 
eaſineſs of behaviour. Before the country dances began, 
I received a meſſage by a perſon I did not know, from 
Bragwell, who was preſent, importing, that nobody 
who knew him, preſumed to dance with Melinda while 
he was there in perſon ; and that I would do well to re- 

121 | linquiſh 
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linquiſh her without noiſe, becauſe he had a mind to 
lead up a country dance with her. "This extraordinary 
intimation, which was delivered in the lady's hearing, 


did not at all diſcompoſe me, who by. this time was 


pretty well acquainted with the character of my rival, 
I therefore, without the leaſt ſymptom of concern, bade 
the gentleman tell Mr. Bragwell, that ſince I was ſo 
happy as to obtain the lady's conſent, I ſhould not be 
ſolicitous about his; and deſired the bearer himſelf to 
bring me no ſuch impertinent meſſages for the future. 
Melinda affected a ſort of confuſion, and pretended to 
wonder that Mr. Bragwell ſhould give himſelf ſuch liber. 
ties with regard to her, who had no manner of connection 
with the fellow. I laid hold of this opportunity to dil- 
play my valour, and offered to call him to an account 
or his inſolence, a propoſal which ſhe abſolutely refuſed, 
under pretence of conſulting my ſafety; though I could 
perceive, by the ſparkling of her eyes, that ſhe would 
not have thought herſelf affronted in being the ſubject 
of a duel. I was by no means pleaſed with this diſ- 
covery of her thoughts, which not only argued the moſt 
unjuſtifiable vanity, but likewiſe the mcſt barbarous in- 
difference: however, I was allured by her fortune, and 
reſolved to gratify her pride in making her the occaſion 
of a public quarrel between me and Bragwell, who, I 
was pretty certain, would never drive matters to a dan- 
gerous extremity. | 
While we danced together, I obſerved this formidable 
rival at one end of the room, encircled with a cluſter of 
beaus, to whom he talked with great vehemence, caſting 
many big looks at me, from time to time. I gueſſed the 
ſubject of his diſcourie, and as ſoon as I had handed my 
partner to her ſeat, ſtrutted up to the place where he ſtood, 
and cocking my hat in his face, demanded aloud, if he 
had any thing to ſay to me. He anſwered with a ſullen 
tone, © Nothing at preſent, Sir. And turned about 
upon his heel. — Well, (ſaid I,) you know were I am 


to be found at any time.” —His;companions ſtared at 
one another, and I returned to the lady, whoſe features 


brightened at my approach, and immediately a whiſper 
| ran 
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ran through the whole room ; after which ſo many eyes 
were turned upon me, that I was ready to ſink with con- 
fuſion. When the ball broke up, I led her to her coach, 
and, like a true French gallant, would have got up be- 
hind it, in order to protect her from violence on the road; 
but ſhe abſolutely refuſed my offer, and expreſſed her 
concern that there was not an empty ſeat for me within 


* 


the vehicle. | | 
Next day, in the afternoon, I-waited on her at her lodg- 


ings, by permiſſion, in company with Chatter, and was 
very civilly received by her mother, with whom ſhe lived. 
There were a good many faſhionable peopie preſent, chief- 
ly young tellows ; and immediately after tea, a couple 
of carq;tables were ſet, at one of which I had the honour 
to play vith Melinda, who in leſs than three hours made 
ſhitt to plunder me of eight guineas.— I was well enough 
content to loſe a little money with a good grace, that I 
might have an opportunity in the mean time to ſay ſoft ' 
things, which are ſtill moſt welcome when attended with 
x good luck; but I was by no means ſatisfied of her fair 
play, a circumſtance that ſhocked me not a little, and 
| greatly impaired my opinion of her diſintereſtedneſs and 
| delicacy.— However, I was reſolved to profit by this 
behaviour, and treat her in my turn with leſs ceremony : 
accordingly, I laid cloſe ſiege to her, and finding her 
not at all diſguſted with the groſs incenſe I offered, that 
| very night made a declaration of love in plain terms.— 
She received my addreſſes with great gaiety, and pre- 
tended to laugh them off, but at the ſame time treated 
me with ſuch particular complacency, that I was per- 
ſuaded I had made a conqueſt of her heart, and concluded 
myſelf the happieſt man alive.—Elevated with theſe flat- 
tering ideas, I fat down again to cards, after ſupper, 
and with great cheerfulneſs ſuffered myſelf to be cheated 
of ten guineas more. 4 
It was late before I took my leave, after being favour- 
ed with a general invitation; and when I got into bed, 
the adventures of the day hindered me from ſleeping.— 
Sometimes I pleaſed myſelf” with the hopes of poſſeſſing 


a fine woman with ten thouſand pounds; then I would 
2 ruminate 
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THE ADVENTURES F P 
ruminate on the character I had heard of her from Ban. | dime 
ter, and compare it with the circumſtances of her con. and. 

duct towards me, which ſeemed to bear too great a 8. | 

ſemblance to the picture he had drawn. This introduce 

a melancholy reflection on the expence I had undergong, | 

and the ſmallneſs of my funds to ſupport it, which, by Pee 

the bye, were none of my own—In ihort, I found my. 
ſelf involved in doubts and perplexities, that kept me | 
awake the greateſt part of the night. | BD 

In the morning, Strap, with whom I had not cons 11 
verſed for two days, preſented himſelf with the utenſils 
for ſhaving me; upon which, I aſked his opinion of the 
lady whom he had ſeen me conduct to her coach at | 
Hampſtead. « Odd! ſhe's a delicious creature, (cried | chag 
he,) and, as I am informed, a great fortune. I am ſorry book 
you did not inſiſt on going home with her. I Gare fay, I = 

ſhe would not have refuſed your company; for ſhe ſeems — 
to be a good humoured foul.” “There's a time for Fj. : 
all things, ſaid I. You muſt know, Strap, I was in 
company with her till one o'clock this morning.” I had 
no ſooner pronounced theſe words, than he began to fink 
caper about the room, and ſnap his fingers, crying in 3 
tranſport, © "The day's our own !—the day's our own!” 
I gave him to underitand that his triumph was a little 
premature, and that I had more difficulties to furmount 
than he was aware of: then I recounted to him the in- 
telligence I had received from Banter.—At which he ÞF; 
changed colour, ſhook his head, and obſerved, there was 
no faith in woman. J told him, I was reſolved to 
make a bold puſh notwithſtanding, although I foreſaw 
it would lead me into a great expence : and bade him 
gueſs the ſum TI had loſt laſt night at cards.—He ſcratch- 
ed his chin, and profeſſed his abhorrence of cards, the 
very name of which being mentioned made him ſweat 
with vexation, as it recalled the money-dropper to his 
remembrance: But, however, (aid he,) you have to do 
with other-gueſs people now. — Why, I ſuppoſe, if 
ou had a bad run lait night, you would ſcarce come off 
for leſs than ten or twelve ſhillings.” —I was mortified 
at this piece of ſimplicity, which I imagined, at that 
f | time, 


| movable in that ludicrous attitude, with his mouth bed 


view he endeavoure 
| broke out into a whimper, took up his waſhball and 
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I time, was all affected, by way of reprimand for my folly . 
Jud aſked with ſome heat, if he thought I ſpent the 


evening in a cellar with chairmen and bunters; giving 
him to know, at the ſame time, that my expence had 


amounted to eighteen guineas.—It would require the 


pencil of Hogarth to expreſs the aſtoniſhment and con- 


| ern of Strap on hearing this piece of news: the baſon 
in which he was preparing the lather for my chin drop- 


out of his hands, and he remained ſome time im- 


ad his eyes thruſt forward conſiderably beyond their 
lation; but remembering my diſpoſition, which was, 


touchy, and impatient of controul, he ſmothered his 


chagrin, and e to recollect himſelf.— With this 
to laugh, but, in ſpite of his teeth, 


pewter pot, ſcrubbed my beard with the one, and diſ- 
charged the other upon my face. I took no notice of 
his confuſion, but, after he had fully recovered himſelf, 


put him in mind of his right, and aſſured him of my 


readineſs to ſurrender his effects whenever he ſhould 


ink proper to demand them. —He was nettled at is 4 


minuation, which he thought proceeded from my diſtrui 
of his friendſhip; and begged I would never talk to him 
in that ſtrain again, unleſs I had a mind to break his 
heart, : 


This good creature's unalterable friendſhip for me 


affected me with the moſt grateful ſentiments, and acted 


aa ſpur to my reſolution of acquiring a fortune, that 


Imight have it in my power to manifeſt my generoſity 


in my turn. For this purpoſe, I determined to bring 
matters to a ſpeedy concluſion with Melinda; well Know- 
ing that a few ſuch nights as the laſt would effectually 
incapacitate me from proſecuting that, or any other ad- 
Rntageous amour. | 


While my meditations were buſied in planning out my 
future conduct, Mr. Banter favoured me with a viſit; 
d after breakfaſt, aſked how I had paſſed the 2 
wening.—I anſwered, I was very agreeably entertaine 
it a private houſe.—“ Yes (laid he with a ſarcaſtic 
Vorl. II. 19 . | 
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94 THE ADVENTURES OF 
ſmile) you deſerved ſomething extraordinary for the pri 
you paid.” —I was ſurpriſed at this remark, and pt. 
tended ignorance of his meaning.“ Come, 
Random, (continued he,) you need not make a myſt 
of it to me, the whole town has it.—I wiſh that fool 
affair between you and Bragwell at Hampſtead had ben 
leſs public.— It has ſet all the buſy-bodies at work u 
find out your real character and ſituation; and you ep 
not imagine what conjectures have already circulated a 
your expence. One ſuſpects you to be a Jeſuit indi 
guiſe; another thinks you are an agent from the Ph. 
tender; a third believes you to be an upſtart gamelt, 
becauſe nobody knows any thing of your family or ft. 
tune; a forth is of opinion, that you are an Triſh for 
tune-hunter.”” This laſt hypotheſis touched meh 
nearly, that, to conceal my contuſion, I was fain toi 
terrupt his detail, and damn the world for an enviai 
meddling community, that would not ſuffer a gentlemy 
to live without moleſtation. He took no notice of thi 
apoſtrophe, but went on. * For my own part, I neitl 
know, nor deſire to know, who or what you are: thi 
I am certain of, that few people make a myſtery of tic 
origin or ſituation, who can boaſt of any thing adm 
tageous in either; and my own opinion of the ma 
is, that you have raiſed yourſelf by your induſtry, fra 
nothing to the appearance you now maintain, and wit 
you endeavour to ſupport by ſome matrimonial ſcheme, 
Here he fixed his eyes ſtedfaſtly upon me, and pt 
ceiving my face covered with bluſhes, told me, now. 
was confirmed in his opinion. 6 Look ye, Randon 
(ſaid he,) I have divined your plan, and am confident 
will never {ucceed.—You are too honeſt, and too ig 
rant of the town, to practiſe the neceſſary cheats of yoit 
profeſſion, and detect the conſpiracies that will be for 
ed againſt you, ——Beſides, you are downright baff 
—— What the devil! ſet up for a fortune-hunter bear 
you have conquered the ſenſe of ſhame Perhaps 
are entitled by your merit, and I believe you are, Wi 
richer and better wife than Melinda; but take my N 
for it, ſhe is not to be won at that rate ;—or, if op 
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RODERIC RANDOM. a 
ſo lucky as to carry her, between you and me, you may 
ſay as Teague did, By my ſoul I have gained a loſs ! She 
would take care to ſpend her fortune in a twinkling, and 
ſoon make 25g ſick of her extravagance.” I was 
alarmed by his diſcourſe, while I reſented the freedom 
of it, and expreſſed my diſguſt, by telling him, he was 
miſtaken in my intentions, and deſiring he would give 
me leave to regulate my conduct according to the dictates 
of my own reaſon, —He made an apology for the liberty 
he had taken, and aſcribed it to the warmth of his friend- 
| ftip for me; as an uncommon inſtance of which, he 
borrowed five guineas, aſſuring me, there were very few 
ple in the world whom he would fo far favour with 
confidence. I gave him the money, and profeſſed 
myſelf ſo well convinced of his ſincerity, that he had no 
occaſion to put it to ſuch extraordinary proofs for the 
future. I thought (ſaid he) to have aſked five 
ces more, but hearing you was bubbled of eighteen 
night, I preſumed you. might be out of caſh, and re- 
falved to model my demand accordingly. I could not 


help admiring the cavalier behaviour of this ſpark, of 


whom I defired to know his reaſon for ſaying, I was 
bubbled. He then gave me to underſtand, that before 
le came to my lodgings, he had beat up Tom Toſſle, 
who having been preſent, informed him of the particu- 
hrs, rehearſed all the fine things I ſaid to Melinda, with 
which he propoſed to entertain the town; and, among 


other circumſtances, aſſured him, my miſtreſs cheated 


ith ſo little art, that nobody but a meer novice could 
lave been impoſed upon. 

The thoughts of becoming a ſubject of raillery for 
coxcombs, and looſing my money to boot, ſtung me to 
the quick ; but I made a virtue of my indignation, and 
ſwore that no man ſhould, with impunity, either aſperſe 
the character of Melinda, or turn my behaviour into ri- 
deule. He replied in a dry manner, that I would find 
tan Herculeau talk to chaſtiſe every body who ſhould 
augh at my expence: and as for the character of Me- 


linda, he did not ſee how it could ſuffer by what was 


kid to her charge ; for that cheating 


at cards, far from 
7 | 


being 


96 THE ADVENTURES OF 
being reckoned a blemiſh among people of faſhion, wy 
looked upon as an honourable indication of ſuperiq 
nius and addreſs.—“ But let us wave this ſubjef, 
Cad he,) and go to the coffee-houſe, in order to make 
a party tor dinner.“ 8 
CHAP. XL I 
We repair to the coffee-houſe, where we overhear a en 
ous diſpute between Wagtail and Medlar, which i; 
referred to our decifion——the doctor gives an accu 
of bis experiment Medlar is roaſted by Banter @ 
the ordinary the old gentleman's advice to me. 
EING as willing to drop the theme, as he to pm- 
pole it, I accompanied him thither, where we found 
Mr. Medlar and Doctor Wagtail diſputing upon the 
word Cuſtard, which the phyſician affirmed ſhould h 
ſpelt with a G, becauſe it was derived from the Lat 
verb guſtare, © to taſte.” - But Medlar pleaded cuſtom 
in behalf of C, obſerving, that, by the doctor's rule, me 
ought to change pudding into budding, becauſe it is de 
rived from the French word boudin ; and in that cak 
why not retain the original orthography and pronuncis 
tion of all the foreign words we have adopted? by whit 
means our language would become a diſſonant jargay 
without ſtandard or propriety. The controverſy ws 
referred to us; and Banter, notwithſtanding his ral 
opinion to the contrary, decided it in favour of Wag: 
tail: upon which the peeviſh annuitant aroſe, and ut 
tering the monoſyllable, 2% ! with great emphaſis, re 
moved to another end of the table. | 
We then enquired of the doctor what progreſs he hat 
made in the experiment of diſtilling tinder-water; ant 
he told us he had been at all the glaſs-houſes about toni 
but could find nobody who would undertake to blow 
retort large enough to hold the third part of the quai 
tity preſcribed ; but he intended to try the proceſs on 
much as would produce five drops, which would be {ub 
ficient to prove the ſpecific, and then he would makeit 
a parliamentary affair! that he had already purchaſed 
conſiderable weight of rags, in reducing which to tind 
he had met with a misfortune, which had oblige 10 


aſhion, wa 
of ſuperiq 
his ſubjed 


er to malt 


hear a Cri. 


r, Which ; 


an Account 

Banter @ 

o nie. 

he to pro- 

e we found 
upon the 


| ſhould be 


the Latin 
ded cuſtom 
's rule, we 
1ſe it is de. 
that cat 
pronuncia. 
? by which 
ant jargol, 
overſy ws 
ig his ral 
of Wag 
ſe, and ut- 
phaſis, re- 


reſs he hal 


vater; and 
bout town 
to hlow 

the quai 
zceſs on 8 
ald be fub- 
d maket 
urchaſeda 
1 to tinder, 
ged him 
change 


RODERIC RANDOM. 97 

change his lodgings: For he had gathered them in 

heap on the floor, and ſet fire to them with a candle, on 
z ſuppoſition that the boards would ſuſtain no damage, 
becauſe it is the nature of the flame to aſcend; but, by 
ſome very extraordinary accident, the wood was inva- 
ded, and began to blaze with great violence, which 
diſordered him ſo much, that he had not preſence of 
mind enough to call for aſſiſtance, and the whole houſe 
muſt have been conſumed, with him in the midit of it, 
had not the ſmoak, that rolled out of the windows in 
clouds, alarmed the neighbourhood, and brought peo- 
ple to his fuccour.—That he had loſt a pair of black 
relvet breeches, and a tye-wig, in the hurry ; beſides 
the expence of the rags, which were rendered uſeleſs by 
the water uſed to quench the flame, and the damage of 
the floor, which he was compelled to repair.— That his 
landlord, believing him diſtracted, had inſiſted on his 
quitting his apartments at a minute's warning, and he 
was put to incredible inconvenience ; but now he was 
ſettled in a very comfortable houſe, and had tae uſe of a 


| krge paved yard for preparing his tinder: So that he 


hoped in a very ſhort time to reap the fruits of his la- 
bour, 


After having congratulated the doctor on his proſpect, 
and read the papers, we repaired to an auction of pic- 
tures, where we entertained ourſelves an hour or two. 
From thence we adjourned to the Mall, and after two or 
three turns went back to dinner, Banter aſſuring us, that 
he intended to roaſt Medlar at the ordinary; and indeed, 
we were no ſooner ſet, than this Cynic began to execute 
his purpoſe, by telling the old gentleman he looked ex- 
tremely well, conſidering the little ſleep he had enjoyed 
aſt night. To this compliment Medlar made no reply, 
but by a ſtare, accompanied with a fignificant grin j— 
and Banter went on thus: I don't know whether moſt . 
to admire, the charity of your mind, or the vigour of 
your body.—Upon my ſoul, Mr. Medlar, you do gene- 
us things with the beſt taſte of any man I know! You 
atend your compaſſion to real objects, and exact only 


luch returns as they are capable of making. Vou mult 
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ers, who rejoiced at his expence. But indeed, Mr. Med. 


benevolence.—Conſider you grow old apace; and there 
fore have a reverend care of your health, which muſt 
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| 8 ruined your own affair afterwards, it is neither my 
buſineſs nor inclination to relate. This anecdote, 


likely ſtory (ſaid Banter) that IT ſhould attempt to bot 
fand ſhifts to make his weekly allowance hold out to 


# 
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know, gentlemen, (ſaid he, turning to the company,) 
had been up molt part of the night with a friend hl 
ill of a fever, and on my return home this morning 
chanced to paſs by a gin-ſhop ſtill open, whence ifſueda_ 
confuſed ſound of mirth and jollity : Upon which, J 
zopped in my head, and perceived Mr. Medlar dancing 
3 in the midſt of ten or twenty ragged bunt. 


lar, you ought not to ſacrifice your conſtitution to your 


certainly be very much impaired by theſe nocturnal er. 
peditions.” — The teſty ſenior could no longer contain 
himſelf, but cried haſtily, „ Tis well known that your F 
tongue is no ſlander.*'—* I think (ſaid the other) 85 

might ſpare that obſervation, as you are very ſenſi 

that my tongue has done you fignal ſervice on many ot 
caſions. Vou may remember, that when you made your 
addreſſes to the fat widow, who kept a public houſe at 
Iſlington, there was a report ſpread very much to the 
prejudice of your manhood, which coming to the ears df 
your miſtreſs, you was diſcarded immediately; and 
brought matters to a reconciliation, by aſſuring her, that 
you had three baſtards at nurſe in the country : How 


3 „ wei. £* %% ww wo „ »m% wacds W £9 


which had no other foundation than in Banter's own in- 
vention, afforded a good deal of mirth to every perſon 
preſent, and provoked Mr. Medlar beyond all ſutferance; } 
fo that he ſtarted up in a mighty paſſion, and forgetting 
that his mouth was full, beſpattered thoſe that ſat next 
to him, whilſt he diſcharged his indignation in a volley 
of oaths, and called Banter inſignificant puppy, imper- 
tinent jackanapes, and an hundred ſuch appellations; 
telling the company, he had invented theſe falſe mal. 
cious aſperſions, becauſe he would not lend him monep 
to ſquander away upon rooks and whores.— A very 
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daturday's night. Sometimes he ſleeps four- and- twenty 
hours at a ſtretch, by which means he ſaves three meals, 
beſides coffee-houſe expence.—Sometimes he is fain to 
put up with bread. and cheeſe and ſmall beer for dinner; 
ad ſometimes he regales on - two-pentiyworth of ox- 
cheek. in a cellar.””—* You are a lying miſcreant, (cri- 
ed Medlar, in an ecſtaſy of rage.) I can always command 
money enough to pay your taylor's bill, which I am 
fure is no trifle; and I have a good mind to give you a 
convincing proof of my circumſtances. by proſecuting 

ou for defamation, ſirrah. By this time the violence 


| his wrath had deprived him of his appetite, and he fat 


ſlent, unable to ſwallow one mouthful, while his tor- 


mentor enjoyed his mortification, and increaled his cha- 


grin, by adviſing him to lay in plentifuliy for his next 
day's faſt, 

Dinner being ended, we came down ſtairs to the cof- 
ſee· room, and Banter went away to keep an appointment, 
faying, be ſuppoſed he ſhould ſee Wagtail and me in the 
evening at the Bedford coffee-houſe.—He was no ſooner 


| gone, than the old gentleman took me aſide, and ſaid, he 


was forry to ſee me ſo intimate with that fellow, who 
was one of the moſt graceleſs rakes about town, and had 
already waſted a good eſtate and conſtitution upon har- 
lots; that he had been the ruin of many a young man, 
by introducing them into debauched company, and ſet- 
ting a lewd example of all manner of wickedneſs ; and 
that unleſs I was on my guard, he would ſtrip me in a 
ſhort time, both of my money and reputation. I thanked. 
him for his information, and promiſed to conduct myſelf 
xcordingly, wiſhing, however, his caution had been a 
tew hours more early, by which means I might have 


ſayed five guineas. Notwithſtanding this intelligence, I 


was inclinable to impute ſome part of this charge to Med- 
lar's revenge for the liberties taken with him at dinner; 
and therefore, as ſoon as I could diſengage myſelf, applied 
to Wagtail for his opinion of the character in queſtion 
relolved to compare their accounts, allowing for the pre- 
Judice of each, and to form my judgment upon both, 
without adhering ſtrictly to either. The doctor aſſured 

me 


9 
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me that he was a very pretty gentleman, of family and 
fortune; a ſcholar, a wit, a critic, and perfectly well ac. 
quainted with the town; that his honour and c 
were unqueſtionable; though ſome extravagances he ha 
been guilty of, and his talent for ſatire, had procure 
him enemies, and made ſome people ſhy of his acquaint. 
ance.—From theſe different ſketches, I concluded that 
Banter was a young fellow of ſome parts, who had ſpent 
his fortune, but retained his appetites, and fallen out with 
the world, becauſe he could not enjoy it to his wiſh. - 
I went to the Bedford coffee-houſe in the evening; 
where I met my friends; from thence proceeded to . 
play, and afterwards carried them home to my lodgings, 
where we ſupped in good humour. 5 
| CHAP. XII. 
J receive a challenge—the conſequences of it—the quarnl 


being made up, am put in arreſt, by the care and af. 


tion of Strap but immediately releaſed upon explaming 
my affair—the behaviour of Mr. Oregan and bis tuy 
friends I viſit Melinda, whom I divert with an at. 
count of the due propoſe marriage —ſbe refers the 
matter to her mother, of whom I make a jolemn demand 
of her daughter —the old lady's behaviour I am di. 
carded, and reſent their diſdain. | 
WW HEN I was ready to go abroad next day, Strap 
| brought me a letter, To Mr. Random, Eſq; Tboſe 
Which, upon opening, I found contained a chal 
lenge, conceived in theſe very extraordinary terms: 


3 | 

WuHEREas I am informed that you make love to 
Miſs Melinda Gooſetrap, This is to let you know, that 
ſhe is under promiſe of marriage to me; and that I am 
at this preſent waiting at the back of Montague- houſe, 
with a pair of good piſtols in my hand ; and if you will 
keep your appointment, I will make your tongue con- 
feſs (after the breath is out of your body) that you do 


not deſerve her as well as, ; Your's, &c. 
Rourk Oregan.“ 


I gueſſed 
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Igueſſed, from the ſtile and ſubſcription of this billet, 
that my rival was a true Meleſian, and was not a little 
uneaſy at the contents, eſpecially that part, in which he 
afferted his right to my miſtreſs by promiſe, a circum- 


' ance I did not knovy how to reconcile to her good ſenſe 


and penetration. —However, this was no time for me to 
decline the defiance, becauſe the ſucceſs of my addreſſes 
might in a great meaſure depend upon my behaviour in 
that affair. I therefore immediately loaded my piſtols; 


and betook myſelf in a hackney-coach to the place ap- 


pointed, where I found a tall raw-boned man, with a 
hard-featured countenance, and black buſhy beard, walk- 
ng by himſelf, wrapped up in a ſhabby great coat, over 
which his own hair deſcended in a leathern queue from 
his head, that was covered with a greaſy hat, trimmed 
with a tarniſhed point d'eſpagne. He no ſooner perceived 
me advancing, than he pulled a piſtol from his boſom, 
and preſenting at me, inapt it without the leaſt pream- 
ble. Alarmed at this rude ſalutation, I made a ſtand, 
and before he could adjuſt his other piece, fired one of 
mine at him, without doing any damage. By this time 
he was ready with his ſecond, which flaſhed in the pan 
without going off : Upon which he called, with a true 
Tipperary cadence, *« Fire away, honey; —and began 
to hammer his flint with great deliberation.—But I was 
reſolved to make uſe of the advantage fortune had given 
me; and therefore ſtept up, without throwing away my 
fire, deſiring him to aſk his life, or prepare for another 
world; but this ſtout Hibernian refuſed to condeſcend, 
and complained bitterly of my having quitted my 
ground before he could return my ſhot ; ſaying, I ought 
to go back to my ſtation, and let him have an equal 
chance with me- I endeavoured to perſuade him that I 
had given him a double chance already; and it was my 
buſmeſs to prevent him from enjoying a third; 
but now, fn I had an opportunity, I demanded 


a parley, and deſired to know his condition, and reaſon 
for calling me to the field, who, to the beſt of my re- 
membrance, far from having done him any injury, had 
never before ſeen him, | 


He told me that he was a gen- 
tleman 


i * 
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tleman of fortune, who had ſpent all he had, and hear. 


ing that Melinda had got ten thouſand pounds, he 
intended to make himſelf maſter of that ſum by 
eſpouſing her, and was determined, in a honourable 
way, to cut the throats of all thoſe who ſtood between 
him and his hopes. I then demanded to know the 
foundation of his hopes; and now that I had ſeen him, 
being more and more aſtoniſhed at the circumſtance of 
the promiſe, deſired that he would explain that myſtery, 
He gave me to underſtand, that he truſted entirely to 
his birth and perſonal merit ; that he had frequently 
written to Melinda, ſetting forth his claim and preten- 


ſions, but ſhe was never kind enough to ſend an anſwer, 
or even to admit him into her preſence ; and that the pro- 


miſe he. mentioned in his letter, was made by his friend, 
Mr. Gahagan, who aſſured him, that no woman could 
reſiſt a man of his appearance. I could not forbear 
laughing to exceſs, at the ſimplicity of my rival, who 


did not ſeem to reliſh my mirth, but began to be very 


ſerious: Upon which I endeavoured to appeaſe him, by 
giving him my word and honour, that, far from prejudi- 
cing his addreſſes to the lady, I would repreſent him to 


herin the moſt favourable light I could chooſe with any 


regard to truth; but he muſt not be ſurpriſed if ſhe 
ſhould remain blind to his deſerts ; for nothing was more 
capricious than a woman's mind, and the affection of 
that ſex was ſeldom purchaſed with virtue alone. — That 
my declaration might have the better effect, I took no- 
tice of his diſhabille, and profeſſing ſorrow at ſeeing a 
gentleman reduced, ſlipt two guineas into his hand, at 
light of which he threw away his piſtols, and hugging 


me in his arms, cried, * Arrah, by Jeſus now, you are 


the beſt friend I have met with thele ſeven long years.“ 
When TI had ſuffered ſome minutes in his embrace, he 
quitted me, and picked up his ruſty arms, withing the. 
devil might burn him if ever he ſhould give me any tur- 
ther trouble about womankind. 

The quarrel being thus amicably compoſed, I begged 
leave to look at his piſtols, which I found fo crazy and 


ſo foul, that, I believe it was happy for him neither of 


them 
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them was diſcharged, for one of them would certainly 
have ſplit in the going off, and he would, in all proba- 
bility, have loſt his hand in the exploſion: but what gave 
me a lively idea of the man's character was, to find, 
upon examination, that one of them had been loaded 
without being primed, and the other primed without a 


charge. - | 
While we walked home together, I expreſſtd a deſire 

. of knowing my new friend's hiſtory; and he informed 
0 me of his having ſerved in the German army as a volun- 


U teer againſt the Turks; that, for his behaviour at the 
ſiege of Belgrade, he had been honoured with an enſign's 
» WH commiſſion, and afterwards promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant, in which ſtation it was his misfortune to 
affront his captain, who challenged him to the field, and 
was killed in the duel, upon which he was obliged to 
retreat; that he had been in England ſome years ſoli- 
citing his friends for proviſion in the Britiſh army; but 
being hitherto unſucceisful, was defired by Mr. Gahagan 
to turn his thoughts to matrimony, and make his fortune 
by an advantageous match; in conſequence of which 


by means of an Iriſh footman in the family, that I was 
her chief favourite, had called me out, in hopes of re- 
moving, by my death, the greateſt obſtruction to his 
deſires ; but now he was convinced of my honour and 


FFC 


think of her no more, if there was not another woman 
in the world. As a farther proof of his varacity, which 
I'did not at all doubt, he opened an old iron ſnuff- box, 
and pulled out his commiſſion in the Imperial army, and 
his captain's challenge, which he preſerved as teſtimo- 
nials of his character.— I was ſo well convinced of this 
poor man's honeſty and courage, that I determined to 
peak in his behalf, to ſome of my acquaintance, who 
might recommend his caſe to the conſideration of thoſe 
who could provide for him; and in the mean time to 
accommodate him with a few clothes, by which his ap- 
pearance wonld be much mended, and himſelf enabled 

to renew his ſolicitations in perſon. 0 | 
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advice, he had made up to Melinda; and having heard, 


generoſity, he ſwore by the bleſſed virgin, he would 
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As we walked along, converſing ſocially together, we 


were met by a file of muſqueteers, and Strap at their 


head, who no ſooner approached, than with a frantic 
look, he cried, < Seize them in the name of God! 
ſeize them.. We were accordingly ſurrounded, and 
I put in arreſt by the corporal, who was commanding 
officer; but Captain Oregan di:engaged himſelf, and ran 
with ſuch ſpeed towards 'Tottenham-court-road, that he 
was out of ſight in a moment. When my arms were de- 
livered up, and myſelf ſecured, Strap became a little 
more compoſed, and aſked pardon for the liberty he had 
taken, which he hoped I would excuſe, as it proceeded 
from his affection. He then told me that, ſuſpecting the 
letter (which by the bye was brought by the author him. 
ſelf) contained ſomething extraordinary, he had peeped 
rough the key-hole, and ſeen me load my piſtols; upon 
which he ran down to Whitehall, and applied to the officer 
on guard for a party to put me in arreſt ; but, before he 


returned, I was gone in a coach; that he had enquire 


which way I went, and having heard, that duels were 
commonly fought at the back of Montague-houſe, he 
conducted the guard to this place, where he thanked God 


for having found me ſafe and ſound. I gave him to un. 


deritand, that I forgave his officious concern for once, but 
cautioned him in pretty ſevere terms, from making me the 
ſubject of idle converſation for the future: then turning 
to the corporal, thanked him for his care, and gave 
him a crown to drink with his men, aſſuring him, that 
the rencontre was over long before he came up, and. every 
thing compromiſed, as he might have obſerved by our 
behaviour; as a farther proof of which, he would find, 
upon examination, that one of my piſtols had been dil- 


charged; — but this civil perſon, without giving himſelf 
or me any farther trouble, received the bounty with 


a thouland bows and acknowledgments, and returning 


the piſtols, releaſed me immediately, 


He was not gone a hundred yards, when my friend 
Oregan came up, in order to reicue me, with two tat- 


terdemalions whom he had engaged for that purpole, 
about the purlicus of St. Giles's. One of them was 


1 | armed 
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armed with a muſket that wanted a lock, and another 
with a ruſty broad ſword. But their dreſs ſurpaſſed all 
deleription.— When he underſtood I was already free, he 
made an apology tor his abrupt departure, and introduced 
me to his two companions : Firſt, to Counſellor Fitz- 
clabber, who, he told me, was then employed in com- 
piling a hiſtory of the Kings of Munſter, from Iriſh ma- 
nuſcripts 3 and then to his friend, Mr. Gahagan, who 
was a profound philoſopher and politician, and had pro- 
jected many excellent ſchemes for the good of his coun- 
try.—But it ſeems theſe literati had been very ill re- 
warded for their ingenious labours; for between them 
both, there was but one ſhirt and half a pair of breeches. 
I thanked them very kindly for their readineſs to aſſiſt 
me, and having offered my ſervice in my turn, bade 
them good-morrow, deſiring Oregan to accompany me 
er to my lodgings, where he was fitted with decent clothes 
he from my wardrobe, lo much to his ſatisfaction, that he 
d ſwore eternal gratitude and friendſhip to me, and, at my (HCY 
re Wl requeſt, recounted all the adventures of his life. _ 
he In the afternoon I waited on Melinda, who received 1 
ol WF me with great kindneſs and familiarity, and laughed 
N- exceſſively at my adventure with the Irithman, to whoſe 
ut WF wiſhes ſhe was no ſtranger, having more than a dozen 
he letters in her poſſeſſion, which he had wrote to her on 
1g the ſubjedt of love, and which, for my entertainment, 
ve WH fhe ſubmitted to my peruſal. —Having made ourſelves 
at merry at the expence of this poor admirer, I ſeized the 
opportunity of her mother's going out of the room, and 
ur introduced my own paſſion, which I recommended to her 
d, with all the ardour and eloquence I was maſter of,—T Wo 
. fattered, ſighed, ſwore, intreated, and acted a thouſand "= 
lt WW extravagancies, in hopes of making ſome impreſſion on Wi! 
th WY her heart; but ſhe heard every thisg I ſaid without diſ- 
covering the leaſt emotion; and other company came in 

before the would vouchſafe one ſerious reply.—After 
id Bf tea, the cards were brought in, according to cuſtom, and 
. it was my good fortune to have Melinda for my partner; 
© by which means, inftead of loſing, I came off with five 
5 Wl guineas clear gain. wb” 
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= 1 ſoon became acquainted with a good many people 

of faſhion, and ſpent my time in the modiſh diverſions 

| of the town, ſuch as plays, operas, maſquerades, drums, 

_ aſſemblies, and puppet-ſhows ; chiefly in company with 
Melinda, whom I cultivated with all the eagerneſs and 


was 
tain 
ſettle 
This 


addreſs that my proſpect could inſpire, and my educa. burn 
tion afford. I ſpared neither my perſon nor my purſe to vp 
gratify her vanity and pride; my rivals were intimidated, 4 : | 
and indeed outſhone ; and, after all, I began to fear that the pi 
dear creature had not a heart to loſe.—At laſt, finding mal 
myſelf unable to ſupport the expence of this amour much f | 
longer, I was determined to bring the matter to a cri. 1 
ſis; and one evening, while we were together by our. a 
ſelves, complained of her indifference, deſcribed the tor- I 1 0 
tures of ſuſpence to a love-ſick mind, and preſſed her to al 
diſcloſe her ſentiments of matrimony and me, with ſuch , g 4 
earneſtneſs, that ſhe could not, with all her art, ſhift the 10 tt 
ſubject, but was obliged to come to an eclairciſſement.— x the 
She told me with a careleſs air, that ſhe had no objection IE ; 
to my perſon ; and if I could ſatisfy her mother in other I to m 
a e I ſhould not find her averſe to the match; that | 
but ſhe was reſolved to do nothing in fuch a momentous WF _ c. 
concern without the advice and conſent of her parent. — ¶ back 
This was no very agreeable declaration to me, whoſe 90 , 
aim had been to win her inclination firſt, and then ſe- WA 
eure my conqueſt by a private marriage, to which I flat. WW 1 
tered myſelf ſhe would expreſs no reluctance, —That I to th 5 
might not, however, deſert my cauſe before it was de- ¶ -.1 
ſperate, I waited on her mother, and with great forma. W; 
C ty demanded the daughter in marriage. The good WF. 
= lady, who was a very notable woman, behaved with Thi 
4 great ſtate and civility ; thanked me for the honour I N Stra % 
4 intended her family; and ſaid, the did not doubt but Hor 45 2 
; that I was in all reſpects qualified to make a woman 3 


happy; but it concerned her, as a parent anxious about check 
the welfare of her child, to enquire into the particulars Ss 
of my fortune, and know what ſettlement I propoſed to ws 7 
make. To this intimation, which would have utterly Frets 
diſconcerted me, if I had not expected it, I replied with. The 


cut heſitation, that though my fortune was very ſmall, I Hor cver 


; 
: 
; 
: 
; 
j 
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| ſecurely ſcreened, as ſhe thought, from my view. 


of dying for love of Melinda ; on the contrary, the re- 


of every thing that happened to me; and I performed this 
. 3235 K 


2 
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was a gentleman by birth and education, would main- 1 
tain her daughter in the ſphere of a gentlewoman, and 11 
ſettle her own dowry on her and her heirs for ever. 
This careful matron did not ſeem to reliſh my propoſal, 
but obſerved with a demure countenance, that there was 
no neceſſity for ſettling that upon her child which was 
her own already : However, if I pleaſed, her lawyer 
ſhould confer with mine upon the matter; and in the 
mean time, ſhe defired I would favour her with the pe- 
ruſal of my rent - roll. Notwithſtanding the vexation 1 
was under, -I could ſcarce forbear laughing in her face, 
at the mention of my rent-roll, which was, indeed, a 
ſerere ſatire upon my pretenſions. I frankly owned I 
had no landed eſtate: and told her, that I could not ex- 
actly ſpecify the ſum I was maſter of, until I had regu- 
lated my affairs, which were at preſent in ſome diſorder; 
but that I would take an opportunity of ſatisfying her 
on that head very ſoon. | | 

It was not long before I took my leave, and returned 
to my lodgings in a very melancholy mood, perſuaded 
that I had nothing more to expect from that quarter. I 
was confirmed in this opinion next day, when I went 
back with a view of explaining myſelf more fully to the 
old gentlewoman ; and was told by the footman, that his 
ladies were not at home; although I had ſeen Melinda 
through the blinds at a parlour window, as I went up 
to the door. Incenſed at this affront, I quitted the door, 
without ſaying one word, and, as I repaſſed the parlour, 
bowed to Miſs, who {till remained in the ſame ſituation, 
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This diſappointment gave me more uneaſineſs on 
Strap's account than my own ; for I was in no danger 


membrance of my charming Narciſſa was a continual 
check upon my conſcience during the whole courſe of 
my addreſſes; and perhaps contributed to the bad ſuc- 
cels of my ſcheme, by controuling my raptures, and con- 
demning my deſign. | 

ere was a neceſſity for informing my companion 


piecę 
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| _ of duty in an affected paſſion, ſwearing I would he 
is pack-horſe no longer, and defiring him to take the 
management of his affairs into his own hands. This 
fineſſe had the defired effect; for inſtead of grumbling 
over my miſcarriage, Strap was frightened at the paſſion 
I feigned, and begged me for the love of God to be ap- 
peaſed; obſerving, that although we had ſuffered a great 
{s, it was not irreparable; and if fortune frowned to. 
day, ſhe might perhaps ſmile to-morrow. —T pretended 
to acquielce in his remarks, praiſe his equanimity, and 
cat to improve by . on the other 
and, pretended to be perfectly well ſatisfied with my 
conduct, and conjured me to follow the dictates of my 
oven reflection; but, in ſpite of all his affectation, I 
could perceive his inward affliction, and his viſage ſen- 
ſibly increaſed in longitude from that day. | 
SS CHAP: KH. 
JT long to be revenged on Melinda — apply to Banter for 


108 


his affiſtance——he contrives a ſcheme for that purpoſe, 


which is put in execution with great ſucceſs J make 
an attempt on the heart of Miſs Gripewell, but am di- 
appointed, and hawe recourſe to the bottle———receive a 
billet doux———am rawviſhed with the contents. fd 
myſelf inwoloed in an intrigue, which I imagined woul 
mare my fortune am confounded at my miſtake, 
<vpich baniſbes all thoughts of matrimony. | 
N the mean time, my attention was wholly engroſſed 
in ſearch of another miſtreſs, and the deſire of being 
revenged on Melinda, in both which ſchemes I was very 
much aſſiſted by Billy Chatter, who was ſuch a neceffary 
creature among the ladies, that in all private dances he 
engaged the men.—To him therefore I applied, deſiring 
he would introduce me to a partner of ſome figure, at 
the next private aſſembly, for the ſake of a frolic, the 
intention of which I would afterwards communicate. 
Billy, who had heard ſomething of a difference between 
Melinda and me, immediately Imoaked part of my de- 
ſign, and thinking I only wanted to alarm her jealouly 
a little, promiſed to gratify my deſire, by matching me 
with a partner worth thirty thouſand pounds, whom the 


Jadics 


\ 


quai! 
hand 
to a 
thou: 
laſtly 
him 
at le 
and 
marc 
H: 
Bant 
oreat 
ter I 
my d 
proje 
in in 
Noth 
temp 
ment 


Y 


RODERIC RAN DoW. 10% 
ladies of this end of the town had lately taken into their 


found this perſon's name was Miſs Biddy Gripewell; 


that her father, who had been a pawn-broker, died in- 
on teſtate, by which means all his ſubſtance deſcended to his 
p- daughter, who was ſo little a favourite, that, could the 
a old man have prevailed with his own rapacious diſpoſi- 
0. tion, to part with as much money as would have paid 
ed the expence of a will, ſhe would not have inherited a 
d fixth part of his fortune;—that during his life, far from 
er being educated in a way ſuitable to ſuch great expecta- 
tions, ſhe was obliged to live like a ſervant wench, and 
* do the moſt menial offices in the family. But his fune- 


of lady, and found ſo many people of both ſexes to flatter, - 


careſs, and inſtruct her, that, for want of diſcretion and 


experience, ſhe had grown inſufferably vain and arrogant, 
ud pretended to no leſs than a duke, or earl at leaſt, for a 
% WW huſband; —that ſhe had the misfortune to be neglected 
» by the Engliſh quality, but a certain poor Scottith lord 
(nas then making intereſt to be introduced to her ac- 

7 WH quaintance.—In the mean time, ſhe was fallen into the 
hands of a notable lady, who had already diſpoſed of her 
il i to a lieutenant of foot, à diſtant relation of her ladyſhip's; 
WH though Miſs, as yet, knew nothing of the affair; and 
4 laſtly, that if T propoſed to dance with her, I muſt give 

him leave to repreſent me as a knight or foreign count 
at leaſt, —I was raviſhed at this piece of information, 
and conſented, for one night, to perſonate a French 
. marquis, that T might the eaſier fulfil my revenge. 

: Having made the appointment with Chatter, I went to 
> WW Banter's lodgings, as I had by this time conceived a 
great opinion of his penetration and knowledge, and, af- 
"WW ter I had enjoined ſecrecy, told him every circumſtance of 
" my diſgrace with Melinda, and imparted the plan I had 
projected to mortity that proud coquette, deſiring his advice 
| in improving, and aſſiſtance in executing, the tcheme.— 
/ W Nothing could be more agreeable to his miſanthropical 
temper, than an account of her behaviour and my retent- 


S 3 ſhould 


management and protection.— Upon further enquiry, I 


ral was no ſooner performed, than ſhe aſſumed the fine 


ment, He applauded my retolution, and propoſed that 1 
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110 THE ADVENTURES OF 
ſhould not only provide myſelf with a proper partner, 


but alſo procure ſuch an one for Miſs Gooſetrap, as 


| ſhould infallibly entail upon her the ridicule of all her 


acquaintance. For this purpoſe he mentioned his barber, 
who, he ſaid, was an exceeding great coxcomb, lately 
come from Paris, whoſe abſurd affectation and 2 
would eaſily paſs upon her for the ſprightly politeſſe of 
a gentleman improved by travel.— I hugged hum for this 
hint; and he aſſured me, it would be no difficult matter 
to make him believe, that Melinda, having ſeen him by 
accident, was captivated by his appearance, and longed 
for his acquaintance. —He actually engaged him on this 
pretence, and —— his good fortune in ſuch colours, 
that the poor ſhaver was quite beſide himſelf with joy. 
lle was immediately fitted with a tawdry ſuit of 
clothes belonging to Banter, and by him recommended 
to Chatter as a very pretty fellow, juſt returned from his 
travels. —Maſter Billy, who acted as gentleman uſher to 


à great many of the fair ſex in and about town, under- 


took at once, to beſpeak Melinda in his. behalf; and 


every thing happened according to my wiſh. 


At the time appointed, I appeared dreſſed to the beſt 
advantage; and in the character of a marquis, had the 
the ball with the rich heireſs, who 
attracted the eyes of the whole company, by the prodi- 
gious number of jewels with which ſhe was adorned.— 
Among others, I perceived Melinda, who could no more 
conceal her envy than aftoniſhment at my ſucceſs. Her 
curioſity was ſtill more flagrant and tormenting, for ſhe 
had never ſeen Miſs Gripewell before; and Chatter, who 
alone could give her any ſatisfaction on that head, was 
engaged in converſation at the other end of the room. —I 
obſerved her impatience, and exulted in her chagrin; and 
after my partner was ſet, took the opportunity of paſſ- 
ing by her to make a ſlight bow without ſtopping; 
which compleated my triumph and her indignation. She 
changed colour, bridled up, aſſumed an air of- diſdain, 
and flirted her fan with ſuch a fury, that it went to 
pieces in a moment, to the no ſmall entertainment of 
thoſe who ſat near and obſerved her, + 1 


qualit 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 5 111 
At length the metamorphoſed barber took her out, 
and acted his part with ſuch ridiculous extravagance,, 
that the mirth of the whole company was excited at his 
expences and his partner ſo much aſhamed, that, before 
the country dances began, ſhe retired in great confuſion 
under pretence of being taken ſuddenly ill, and was fol- 
lowed by her gallant, who no doubt imagined her in- 
diſpoſition was nothing but love; and laid hold of the 
occaſion of conducting her home, to comfort her, with 


an aſſurance of his entertaining a reciprocal paſſion.— 


They were no ſooner, gone, than an inquiſitive whiſper 
of, * Who is he?”* ran round the room; and Chatter 


could give them no other intelligence about him, than 


that he was a man of fortune, juſt returned from his 


travels. I, who alone was acquainted with his real 


quality, affected ignorance, well knowing that female 
curioſity would not reſt ſatisfied with ſuch a general 
account, and that the diſcovery would proceed with a 
better grace from any body than me. 

Mean while I was tempted by the richneſs of the 
prize, to practiſe upon Miſs Gripewell's heart; but ſoon 
found it too well fortified with pride and indifference to 


yield to any efforts in my own character; and I neither 
would nor could preſerve the title I had borrowed longer 


than that night. | | 
As J expected, every thing came to light next day. 


The barber, in pure ſimplicity of heart, detected him- 


ſelf to Melinda, and diſcovered the foundation of his 
hopes : ſhe ſickened at the affront, and was aſhamed to 
ſhew her face in public for many weeks after this acci- 
dent. Poor Chatter found it impoſſible to juſtify him- 
ſelf to her ſatisfaction ; was in utter diſgrace with Miſs 
Gripewell, for having impoſed me upon her as a noble- 


man; and ſuffered very much in his character and in- 


Huence among the ladies in general. | 

Finding my finances diminiſhed more than one half, 
and my project as little advanced as on the firſt day of 
my arrival in town, I began to deſpair of any ſucceſs, 
and grew melancholy at the proſpe& of approaching 
want,STo diſpel the horrors of this fiend, I had _— 
8 | courſe 
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112 THE ADVENTURES OF 
courſe to the bottle, and kept more company than ever. 
I became particularly attached to the play-houſe, con. 
verſed with the actors behind the ſcenes, grew acquainted 
with a body of Templars, and in a ſhort time com. 
menced a profeſſed wit and critic. Indeed, I may ſay, 
without vanity, that I was much better qualified than 
any one of my companions, who were, generally ſpeak- 
ing, of all the creatures I ever converſed with, the moſt 
ignorant and aſſuming.— By means of theſe avocations 
I got the better of care, and learned to ſeparate my ideas 
in ſuch a manner, that whenever I was attacked by a 
gloomy reflection, I could ſhove it aſide, and call in 
ſome agreeable reverie to my aſſiſtance.— This was not 
the caſe with Strap, who practiſed a thouſand ſhifts to 
- conceal the ſorrow that preyed upon his carcaſs, and re- 
duced him to the reſemblance of a mere ſkeleton. 
While I thus poſted, in a thoughtleſs manner, towards 
poverty, I one day received, by the penny-poſt, a letter 
written in a woman's hand, containing a great many 
high-flown compliments, warm proteſtations of love, 
couched in a very poetical ſtile, an earneſt deſire of know- 
ing whether or not my heart was engaged, by leaving an 
anſwer at a certain place, directed to R. B. and the whole 
ſubſcribed, © Your Incognita.“ I was tranſported with 
Joy on reading the contents of this billet-doux, which I 
admired as a maſter-piece of tenderneſs and elegance, and 
was already up to the ears in love with the author, whom 
my imagination repreſented as a lady of fortune, in the 
bloom of youth and beauty.—Elevated with this con- 
jecture, I went to work, and exhauſted my invention in 
compoſing an anſwer ſuitable to the ſublimity of her 
ſtyle, and the ardour of her ſentiments.— I expreſſed my 
admiration of her wit in terms the moſt hyperbolical; 
and while I acknowledged myſelf unworthy of her re- 
gard, declared myſelf enamoured of her underſtanding; 
and in the moſt pathetic manner implored the honour of 
an interview.—Having finiſhed this performance, and 
communicated it to Strap, who ſkipped about for joy, 
I diſpatched him with it to the place appointed, which 
was the houſe of a milliner not far from n 
an 


7 
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and deſired him to keep watch near the door for ſome 
i time, that he might diſcover the perſon who ſhould call 
| for it.—Tn leſs than an hour he returned with a joyful 
counte2ance, and told me, that ſoon after he had deli- 
yered the letter a chairman was called, to whom it was 
given, with directions to carry it to the houſe of a rich 
gentleman in the neighbourhood, whither he (Strap) fol- 


| lowed him, and ſaw it put into the hands of a waiting- 4 
woman, who paid the meſſenger, and ſhut the door. — ons 
That upon enquiry at an alchouſe hard by, where he 0 
5 called for a pint of beer, he underſtood, the gentleman to Wk 
whom the houſe belonged had an only daughter, very vis 
handſome, who would inherit his whole eſtate ; and who WR 
) certainly was the author of the billet I had received. —T WH 
| was of the ſame opinion, and hugging myſelf in the hap- ie 
py proſpect, dreſſed immediately, and paſſed in great i 
8 ſtate by the houſe that contained my unknown admirer, WA 
. Nor was my vanity diſappointed; for I perceived a Hy 
, beautiful young creature ſtanding at one of the windows 13 
, of the dining-room, who, I imagined, obſerved me with Wil 
y more than common curioſity. That I might indulge her 14 
1 view, and at the ſame time feaſt my own, I affected to 1 
V ſtop, and gave orders to Strap, in the ſtreet, juſt oppo- {FM 
h ſite to her ſtation, by which means I had an opportu- 148 
[ nity of ſeeing her more diſtinctly, and of congratulating nt 
d myſelf on having made a conqueſt of ſo much perfection. 15 
5 In a few, minutes ſhe retired; and I betook myſelf to 1 
6 the ordinary, in a rapture of hope, which deprived me | 1 ö 
* of my appetite for that meal, and ſent me home in the 1 
n evening to indulge my contemplation. | i 
r Early next day, I was favoured with another epiſtle 
y from my unknown charmer, ſignifying her unutterable 
„ joy at the receipt of mine, which, while it made a tender 
. of my heart, convinced her of the value of it. Above all 
; things, ſhe profeſſed extreme pleaſure in finding me ſo 
of much attached to hcr underſtanding, a circumſtance that 


16 not only flattered her in the moſt ſenſible part, but at the 
„fame time argued my own ſagacity.—As for the inter- 
view I defired, ſhe aſſured me, that I could not be more 
, enger for ſuch an occafion than ſhe 3 but ſhe mu = 
„ | only 
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only ſacrifice a little more to decorum, but be fatished 


of my honourable intentions, before ſhe would grant 


that requeſt : Mean while, ſhe gave me to underitand, 
that although ſhe might owe ſome deference to the opinion 
of certain perſons, ſhe was reſolved, in an affair that ſo 
nearly concerned her happineſs, to conſult her own incli- 
nation, preferable to the advice of the whole world; 
eſpecially as ſhe was urged to ſuch condeſcenſion by no 
conſideration of fortune, what ſhe depended upon being 
her own, without reſtriction or controul.—Struck with 
admiration at the philoſophy and ſelf-denial of my 
miſtreſs, who ſeemed inſenſible of the beauty ſhe poſſeſſed, 
and, in particular, raviſhed with that piece of intclli. 
gence, by which I learned her fortune was independent, 
I reſumed the pen, launched out into encomiums on the 
dignity of her ſentiments, affected to undervalue the 
charms of external beauty, pretended to ground my 
paſſion on the qualities of her mind, complained of her 
rigour in ſacrificing my repoſe to an over- ſcrupulous re- 
gard to decorum, and declared the purity of my deſigns in 
the moſt ſolemn and pathetic vows.— This performance 
being ſealed and directed, was ſent to the place appointed 
by Strap, who, that we might be ſtill the more con- 
firmed in our belief, renewed his watch, and in a little 
time brought back the ſame information as before, with 
this addition, that Miſs Sparkle, (the name of my corre- 


ſpondent, ) looking out at the window, no ſooner ſaw the 


meſſenger arrive, than ſhe ſhut the caſement in a fort of 
beautiful confuſion, and diſappeared ; eager, no doubt, 
to hear from the dear object of her love. 

My doubts now vaniſhed, the long- expected port ap- 
peared, and I looked upon myſelf as perfectly ſecure of 
that happineſs I had been in queſt of ſo long.— After 
dinner, I ſauntered in company with Dr. Wagtail to 
that part of the town in which my inamorata lived ; and, 
as he was a mere regiſter, enquired of him into the name, 
character and fortune of every body who poſſeſſed a good 
houſe in the ſtreets through which we paſſed. When it 
came to his turn to mention Sir John Sparkle, he re- 

preſented him as a man of an immenſe eſtate and narrow 
| | : diſpoſition, 
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RODERIC RANDOM. „ 
diſpoſition, who mewed up his only child, a fine young 
lady, from the converſation of mankind, under the ſtrict 
watch and inſpection of an old governante, who was 
either ſo honeſt, envious, or inſatiable, that nobody had 
been, as yet, able to make her a friend, or get acceſs 
to her charge, though numbers attempted it every day; 
not ſo much on account of her expectations from her ta- 
ther, who, being a widower, might marry again, and 
have ſons, as for a fortune of twelve thouſand pounds 
left her by an uncle, of which ſhe could not be deprived. 
This piece of news exactly tallying with the laſt part 
of the letter I had heen honoured with in the morning, 
had ſuch an effect on me, that any man, except Wagtail, 
might have obſerved my emotion ; but his attention was 
too much engroſſed by the contemplation of his own 
importance, to ſuffer him to be affected with the deport- 
ment of any other body, unleſs it happened to be fo 
particular, that he could not help taking notice of it. 

When I had diſengaged, myſelf from him, whoſe con- 
rerſation grew infipid to me, I went home, and made 
Strap acquainted with the fruit of my reſearches, — 
This faithful ſquire was almoſt choaked with tranſports, 
and even wept with joy ; but whether on account of him- 
felf or me I ſhall not pretend to determine.—Next day 
a third billet-doux was brought to me, containing many 
expreſſions of tenderneſs, mingled with ſome affecting 
doubts about the artifice of man, the inconſtancy of 
youth, and the jealouſy often attending the moſt ſincere 
paſſion; withal defiring I would excule her, if ſhe ſhould 
try me a little longer, before ſhe declared herſelF beyond 
the power of retracting. Theſe intereſting ſcruples 
added fuel to my flame, and impatience to my hope: I 
redoubled my complaints of her indifference, and preſſed 
her to an aſſignation with ſuch fervid entreaties, that 
in a few days, ſhe conſented to meet me at the houſe of 
that milliner who had forwarded all my letters. During 
the interval between the date of her promiſe, and the 
hour of appointment, my pride ſoared beyond all rea- 
ſon and deſcription: I left all remembrance of the gen- 
tle Narciſſa, and my thoughts were wholly employed in 


planning 


116 THE ADVENTURES OF 
2 triumphs over the malice and contempt of thy 
world. | 
At length the happy hour arrived: I flew to the place 
of rendezvous, and was conducted into an apartment, 
where I had not waited ten minutes, when I heard the 
ruſtling of ſilk and the ſound of feet aſcending the ſtairs, 


My heart took the alarm, and beat quick; my checks 
glowed, my nerves thrilled, and my knees ſhook with 
exſtaly! I perceived the door opening, ſaw a gold bro- 
cade petticoat advance, and ſprung torward to embrace 
my charmer.—Heaven aud earth! how ſhall I paint ny 
ſituation, when I found Miſs Sparkle converted intò a 
wrinkled hag turned of ſeventy! I was ſtruck dumb 
with amazement, and petrified with horror! This an- 
cient Urganda perceived my diſorder, and approaching 
with a languiſhing air, ſeized my hand, aſking, ina 
ſqueaking tone, if I was indiſpoſed.— Her monſtrous 
affectation completed the diſguſt I had conceived for her 
at firſt appearance; and it was a long time before! 
could command myſelf ſo much as to behave with com- 
mon civility. At length, however, I recollected myſelf, 
and pronounced an apology for my behaviour, which, 
I ſaid, proceeded from a dizzineſs that ſeized me all of 
a ſudden. My hoary Dulcinea, who, no doubt, had 
been alarmed at wy contuſion, no {ooner learned the caule 
to which I now aſcribed it, than ſhe diſcovered her joy 
in a thouſand amorous coquetries, and aſſumed the 
ſprightly airs of a girl of ſixteen. One while, ſhe ogled 
e with her dim eyes, quenched in rheum; then, as it 
ſhe was aſhamed of that freedom, ſhe affected to look 
down, bluih, and play with her fan; then toſs her head, 
that 1 might not perceive a palſy that ſhook it; aſk lom? 
childiſh queſtions with a liſping accent; giggle and grit 
with her mouth ſhut, to conceal the ravages of time 
upon her teeth; leer upon me again, ſigh piteouſly, fling 
herſelf about in her chair to ſhew her agility, and act: 
great many more abſurdities that youth and beauty can 
alone excuſe. Shocked as I was at my diſappointmert, 
my diſpoſition was incapable of affronting any peril 
who loved me; I therefore endeavoured to put a Soo 
| | ace 


177 
It 


ch 


he 


Mmm 


119 


HHH 


ITY 
N UF 


11 
1 


| == 
= 8 
— 
b 
— — 
— 
= 
> — 
_— 
— 
— 
— — 
2 
- 
— 
_— — 
—— 
- 
7 
— 7 
- 


OTE 


7 
* 


— 


— * —— 
2-7 OI I IIS 


ES ale A EA —— ———— 


N ern 1 — - p 5 
my — — 8 , . — == : * 
4 * N of — — 
7 4 — ** TN ER WL, 24 * 2 — vg. * — 
- 2 i a N rn p , - 
W722 2 


. .2- WI 


rr 
0 6 8 


COOKE's EDITION OF SELECT NOVELS , 


1110 | d 
Ae 1 


Engraved for C. de, Pacernooter Bow. Feb”16 2793 . 


1 


it 
, 


c 


as the 
» MW Vithe 
matrin 
behavi 
might 
recour. 
4s inte 
maid { 
VoL 
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face on the matter for the preſent, reſolving to drop the 
whole affair as ſoon as I ſhould get clear of her company. 
With this view I uttered ſome civil things, and in par- 
ticular deſired to know the name and condition of the 
lady who had honoured me ſo much.—She told me her 
name was Withers ; that ſhe lived with Sir John Sparkle 
in quality of governeſs to his only daughter, in which 
ſituation ſhe had picked up a comfortable ſufficiency to 
make her eaſy for life; that ſhe had the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing me at church, where my appearance and deportment 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon her heart, that the could 
enjoy no eaſe until ſhe had enquired into my character, 
which ſhe found ſo amiable in all reſpects, that ihe yield- 
ed to the violence of her inclination, and ventured to de- 
clare her paſſion, with too little regard perhaps to the 
decorum of her ſex; but ſhe hoped J would forgive a 
treſpaſs of which I myſelf was, in ſome meaſure, the 
cauſe, and impute her intruſion to the irreſiſtible dictates 
of love. No decayed rake ever {ſwallowed a bolus with 
more reluEtance than I felt in making a reply fuitable 
to this compliment, when, inſtead of the jewel, I found 
the crazy caſket only in my power ; and yet my hopes 
began to revive a little, when I conſidered that, by carry- 
on the appearance of an intrigue with - the duenna, I 
might poſſibly cbtain acceſs to her charge. Encouraged 
by this ſuggeſtion, my temper grew more ſerene, my 
reſerve wore off, I talked en cavalier, and even made 
love to this antiquated coquette, who, ſeemed extremely 
happy in her adorer, and ſpread all her allurements to 
make her imagined conqueſt more ſecure.—The good 
woman of the houſe treated us with tea and ſweetmeats, 


and afterwards withdrew like a civil experienced matron . 


as ſhe was. Left thus to our mutual endearments, Miſs 
Withers (for ſhe was till a maiden) began to talk of 
matrimony, and expreſſed ſo much impatience in all her 
behaviour, that, had ſhe been fifty years younger, I 
might poſſibly have gratified her Ionging without having 
recourſe to the church; but this ſtep wy virtue as well 
as intereft forbad. When the inclinations of an old 
maid ſettle upon a young fellow, he is perſecuted with 
Vol. II. 19 L her 
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113 THE ADVENTURES OF 
her addreſſes; but, ſhould he once grant her the favour, 
he will never be able to diſentangle himſelf from her im- 
portunities and reproaches. It was my buſineſs to defer 
She ceremony as long as poſſible, under the moſt ſpecious 
pretences, with a view of becoming acquainted with Miſs 
Sparkle in the mean time; and I did not deſpair of 
ſucceſs, when J conſidered, that, in the courie of our 
correſpondence, I ſhould, in all probability, be invited 
to viſit my miſtreſs in her own apartment, and by theſe 
means have an opportunity of converſing with her charm- 
ing ward. Pleated with this proſpect, my heart dilated 
with joy; I talked in raptures to the ſtale governante, 
and kiffed her ihrivelled hand with great devotion. She 
was ſo much tranſported with her good fortune, that 
ſhe could not contain her exſtaſy, but flew upon me like 
a tygreſs, and preſſed her ſcinny lips to mine; when (as 
it was no doubt concerted by her evil genius) a doſe of 
garlick ſhe had ſwallowed that morning, to diſpel wind, 
I ſuppoſe, began to operate with ſuch a tudden exploſion, 
that human nature, circumſtanced as I was, could not 
endure the ſhock with any degree of temper.—!I loſt all 
patience and reflection, flung away from her in an inſtant, 
inatched my hat and cane, and ran down ſtairs as if the 
devil had me in purſuit, and could ſcarce reſtrain the 
convulſion of my bowels, which were grievouſly offended 
by the perfume that aſſaulted me.—Strap, who waited 
my return with impatience, ſeeing me arrive in the ut- 

molt diſorder, ſtood motionleſs with apprehenſion, and 
durit not enquire into the cauſe. 1 

After IJ had waſhed my mouth more than once, an 
recruited my ſpirits with a glaſs of wine, I recounted 
to him every particular of what had happened ; to which 
he made no other reply for ſome time, than lifting up 
his eyes, claſping his hands, and uttering a hollow groan. 
At length he obierved, in a melancholy tone, that it 
was a thouſand pities my organs were ſo delicate as t 
be offended with the ſmell of garlick. * Ah! God help 
us, (laid he,) *tis not the ſteams of garlick, no, nor dt 
ſomeching elſe, that would give me the leaſt uneaſineſs 
See what it is to be a cobler's ſon.” I replied haſtih 
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favour, « wiſh then you would go and retrieve my miſcarriage.” 
her im- ——At this ſuggeſtion he ſtarted, forced a ſmile, and 
to defer | jet the room, ſhaking his head. Whether the old gen- 
peciow tlewoman reſented my abrupt departure ſo much, that 
ith Miſs ber love changed into diſdain, or was aſhamed to ſee me 
pair of | en account of her infirmity, I know not; but I was 
of our | (ever troubled again with her paſſion. 
„„ CH AP. XIV. 
by thele | 7 cultivate an acquaimtance with tau noblemen—am 
* charme urreduced to Earl Strutævel. his kind promiſe and 
t dilated invitation the vehawviour of his porter aud lacquey 
ernante, | ze receives me with an appearance of uncommon 
on. She affection undertakes to ſpeak in my behalf to the 
ne, that minfler——informs me of his ſucceſs, and wiſhes me 
me like jo ——ntroduces a converſetion about Fetronins Arbiter 
vhen (as cgalls in love with my watch, which I preſs upon 
doſe of bin I make a preſent of a diamond ring to Lord 
el wind, Straddlz zmpart my good jortune to Strap and 
xploſion, Banter, abb diſabuſes ine, io my utter mortiſication. 
ould not RAFF LED hitaerto in my matrimonial ſchemes, I 
I lok al began to queſtion my talents for the ſcience of for- 
n inſtant, tune-hunting, and to bed my thoughts towards ſome 
as if the employment under the government. With the view of 
train the procuring which, I cultivated the acquaintance of Lords 
offended draddle and Swillpot, whoſe fathers were men of intereſt 
o waited ¶ 4 court. I found theſe young noblemen as open to 
1 the ut. ty advances as I could deſire: I accompanied them in 
on, and I teir midnight rambles, and often dined with them at 
wers, where I had the honour cf paying the reckoning. 
nce, aud one day took the opportunity, while I was loaded 
ecounted mth proteſtations of friendſhip, to diſcloſe my deſire 
to which No being ſettled in ſome ſinecure; and to ſolicit their in- 
ifting m hence in my behalf.—Swillpet, ſqueezing my hand, 
d groite Fad I might depend upon his ſervice, by God. The 
e, that Baker Crore that no man would be more proud than he 
ate 380 unn my errands. Encouraged by theſe declarations, 
God belp lventured to expreſs an inclination to be introduced to 
0, nor d Fttir fathers, who were able to do my buſineſs at once. 
calme!s” hillpot frankly owned he had not ſpoke to his father 
d * k three years; and Straddle aſſured me that his father, 
5 ; 


having 


1 


N 


129 THE ADVENTURES OF 7 
having lately diſobliged the miniſter, by ſubſcribing his 
name to a proteſt in the houſe of peers, was therely 
rendered incapable of ſerving his friends at preſent ; but 
he undertook to make me acquainted with Earl Strutwell 
who was hand and glove with a certain perſon who ruled 
the roaſt. This offer I embraced with many acknoy. 
ledgments, and plied him fo cloſely, in ſpite of a thou. 
ſand evaſions, that he found himſelf under a neceſſity 
of keeping his word, and actually carried me to the 
levee of this great man, where he left me in a crowd d 
fellow dependents, and was uſhered tg a particular cl 
audience; from whence, in a few minutes, he returned 
with his lordſhip, who took me by the hand, aſſured m 
he would do me all the ſervice he could, and deſired to 
ſee me often. l was charmed with my reception; al 
although I had heard that a courtier's promiſe is nd 
to be depended upon, I thought I diſcovered ſo mud 
ſweetneſs of temper and candour in this earl's counts 
nance, that I did not doubt of finding my accountn 
his protection.—I reſolved therefore to profit by tis 
— and waited on him next audience day, wha 
was favoured with a particular ſmile, ſqueeze of ti 
hand, and a whiſper, fignifying that he wanted half a 
hour's converſation with me in private, when he ſhoul 
be diſengaged, and for that purpoſe deſired me to cone 
and drink a diſh of chocolate with him to-monw 
morning. This invitation, which did not a litt 
flatter my vanity and expectation, I took care to obſer 
and went to his lordſhip's houſe at the time appoints 
Having rapped at the gate, the porter unbolted al 
kept it half open, placing himſelf in the gap, like fi. 
diers in a breach, to diſpute my paſſage.— I aſked if 
lord was ftirring ?!——He anſwered with a ſurly apc 
N No.“ At what hour does he commonly riſe 
ſaid I. «© Sometimes ſooner, ſometimes later,“ (aid 
cloſing the door upon me by degrees.) I then told hin 
I was come by his lordſhip's own appointment; to wii 
intimation this Cerberus replied, „“I have receivel u 
orders about the matter!“ and was upon the point © 
ſhutt ing me out, when I recollected myſelf all of 2 | 
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len, and ſlipping a crown into his hand, begged as a 
favour that he would enquire, and let me know whether 
or not the earl was up. The grim janitor relented at 
the touch of my money, which he took with all the in- 
difference of a tax-gatherer, and ſhewed me into a par- 
Jour, where, he faid, I might amuſe myſelf till ſuch 
time as his lord ſhould be awake.—I had not fat ten 
minutes in this place, when a footman entered, and, with- 
out ſpeaking, ſtared at me. I interpreted this piece of 
his behaviour into“ Pray, Sir, what is your buſineſs?“ 
and aiked the ſame queſtion I had put to the porter, when 
T accoſted him firſt. The lacquey made the fame reply, 


and diſappeared before I could get any further intelli- 


gence.—In a little time he returned, on pretence of 
poking the fire, and looked at me again with great 
eameſtneſs; upon which I began to perceive his mean- 
ing, and tipping him with half a crown, deſired he would 
be ſo good as to fall upon ſome method of letting the 
earl know that I was in the houſe-—He made a low bow, 
ſaid, „Ves, Sir, and vaniſhed. This bounty was 
not thrown away; for in an inſtant he came back, and 


conducted me to a chamber, where I was received with 


great kindneis and familiarity by his lordſhip, whom I 
found juſt riſen, in his morning gown and {lippers.— 
After break faſt, he entered into a particular converſation 
with me about my travels, the remarks I had made 
abroad, and examined me to the full extent of my un- 
derſtanding.— My an{wers ſeemed to pleaſe him very 


much: he frequently ſqueezed my hand, and looking at 


me with a ſingular complacency in his countenance, bade 
me depend upon his good offices with the miniſter in my 
behalf. Young men of your qualifications (ſaid he) 
ought to be cheriſhed by every adminiſtration. For my 
own part, J ſee ſo little merit in the world, that I have 
laid it down as a maxim, to encourage the leaſt appear- 
ance of genius and virtue to the utmoſt of my power 
You have a great deal of both; and will not fail of mak- 
ing a figure one day, if I am not miſtaken ; but you 
muſt lay your account with mounting by gradual ſteps 
to the ſummit of your fortune. Rome was not built in a 
* day, 
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122 THE ADVENTURES OF 
day. As You underſtand the languages perfectly well, 
how would you like to croſs the fea as ſecretary to 
embaſſy ?”'—I aſſured his lordſhip, with great eager, 
that nothing could be more agreeable to my inclination; 
pon which he bade me make myſelf eaſy, my buſineſs 
was done, for he had a place of that kind in his view, 


'— This piece of generoſity aſfected me ſo much, that I 
was unable for ſome time to expreſs my gratitude, which 


at length broke out in acknowledgments of my own un- 
worthineſs, and encomiums on his benevolence.— could 
not even help ſhedding tears at the goodneſs of this 
noble lord, who no iooner perceived them, than he caught 
me in his arms, and hugged and Kiſſed me with a ſeem- 
ingly paternal affe&.on.—Confounded at this uncommon 
initance of fondneſs for a ſtranger, I remained a few 
moments ſilent and aſhamed ; then roſe and took my 
leave, after he had aſſured me that he would ſpeak to the 
miniſter in my favour that very day; and deſired that I 
would not for the future give myſelf the trouble of at- 


tending at his levee, but come at the fame hour every 


day when he ſhould be at leiſure ; that is, three times 
a week. . 
Though my hopes were now very ſanguine, I deter- 


mined to conceal. my proſpect from every body, even 


from Strap, until I thould be more certain of ſucceſs; 
and in the mean time, give my - patron no reſpite from 
my folicitations.—When I renewed my viſit, I found 
the ſtreet door open to me as if by enchantment ; but 
in my paſſage towards the preſence-room, I was met by 
the valet de chambre, who caſt ſome furious looks at 
me, the meaning of which I could not comprene:d, 
The earl ſaluted me at entrance with a tender embrace, 
and wiſhed me joy of his ſucceſs with the premier, who, 
he ſaid, had preferred his recommendation to that of 
two other noblemen very urgent in behalf of their friends, 


and abſolutely promiſed that I ſhould go to a certain 


foreign court in quality of ſecretary to an ambaſſador 
and plenipotentiary, who was to ſet out in a few weeks 
on an affair of vaſt importance to the nation. I was 


thunderſtruck with my good fortune, and 8 _ no 
| other 
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other reply than kneel, and attempt to kiſs my benefac- 
tor's hand, which ſubmiſſion he would not permit, but, 
raiſing me up, preſſed me to his breaſt with ſurpriſing 
emotion, and told me he had now taken upon himſelf the 
care of making my fortune. What enhanced the value 
of the benefit ſtill the more, was his making light of 
the favour, and ſhifting the converſation to another ſub- 
ject. Among other topics of diſcourſe, that of the 
belles lettres were introduced, upon which his lordſhip 
held forth with great taſte and erudition, aud diſcovered 
an intimate knowledge of the authors of antiquity.— 
“ Here's a book, (faid he, taking one from his boſom,) 
written with great elegance and ſpirit; and, though the 
ſubject may give offence to ſome narrow- minded people, 
the author will aiways be held in eſteem by every perion 
of wit and learning.” 80 ſaying, he put into my hand 
Petronius Arbiter, and aſked my opinion of his wit 
and manner.,—1 told him, that, in my opinion, he wrote 
with great eaſe and vivacity ; but was withal ſo led and 
indecent, that he ought to find no quarter or protect ion 
among people of morals and taſte. J own (re- 
plied the eari) that his taſte in love is generally decried, 
and indeed condemned by our laws; but perhaps that 
may be more owing to prejudice and miſapprelienſion, 
than to true reaſon and deliberation.—The beſt man 
among the ancients is {aid to have entertained that paſ- 
ſion; one of the wiſeſt of their legiſlators has permitted 
the indulgence of it in his commonwealth ; tne moſt ce- 
lebrated poets have not ſcrupled to avow it : at this day 
it prevails not only over all the eaſt, but in moſt parts of 
Europe; in our own country it gains ground apace, and 
in all probability will become in a ſhort time a more 
faſhionable vice than ſimple fornication. —Indeed, there 
is ſomething to be ſaid m vindication of it ; for, not- 
withſtanding the ſeverity of the law againſt offenders in 


this way, it muſt be confeſſed, that the practice of this 


paſſion is unattended with that curſe and burthen upon 
ſociety, which proceeds from a race of miſerable and 
deſerted baſtards, who are either murdered by their pa- 


rents, deſerted to the utmoſt want and wretchedneſs, - 
8 e | bre 
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bred up to prey upon the commonwealth : And it like. 
wiſe prevents the debauchery of many a young maiden, 
and the proſtitution of honeſt mens wive's ; not to men- 
tion the coniideration of health, which is much leis 
liable to be impaired in the gratification of this appe. 
tite, than in the exerciſe of common venery, which, by 


ruining the conſtitutions of cur young men, has produ- 


ced a puny progeny, that degenerates from generation 
to generation. Nay, I have been told, that there is ano- 
ther motive, perhaps more powerful than all theſe, that 
induces people to cultivate this inclination; namely, 
the exquiſite pleaſure attending its ſucceis.”” 

From this diſcourſe, I began to be apprehenſive that 
his lordſhip, finding I had travelled, was atraid I might 
have been infected with this ſpurious and ſordid deſire 
abroad, and took this method of founding my ſentiments 
on the ſubjett.,—Fired at this ſuppoſed juſpicion, J ar- 
gued againſt it with great warmth, as an appetite un- 
natural, abſurd, and of pernicious conſequence; and 
declared my utter deteſtation and abhorrence of it in 
theſe lines of the ſatiriſt: | 


U 
<c Eternal infamy the wretch confound x 
Who planted firſt that vice on Britith ground! 
A vice! that, ſpite of ſenſe and nature, reigns, 
And poiſons genial love, and manhood ſtains.“ 


The ear! ſmiled at my indignation, told me he was glad 
to find my opinion of the matter io conformable to his 
own, and that what he had advanced was only to pro- 
voke me to an anſwer, with which he profeſſed himſelf 
perfectly well pleaſed. 

Aiter I had enjoyed a long audience, I happened to 
look at my watch, in order to regulate my motions by 
it; and his lordſhip oblerving the chaſed caſe, deſired to 
{ce the device, and examine the execution, which he ap- 
proved with ſome expreſſions of admiration.—Conſider- 
ing the obligations I lay under to his lordſhip, Ithought 
ti cre could not be a fitter opportunity than the preſent, 
to manifeſt, in {ome ſhape, my gratitude ; I therefore 

9 5 begged 
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| RODERIC RANDOM. 125 
begged he would do me the honour to accept of the 


den, watch, as a ſmall teſtimony of the ſenſe J had of hs 
nen- lordſhip's generoſity; but he refuſed it in a peremptory 
lels manner, and ſaid he was ſorry I ſhould entertain ſuch a 
pe- mercenary opinion of him; obſerving at the ſame time, 
by that it was the moſt beautiful piece of workmanſhip he 

du- had ever ſeen ; and deſiring to know where he could have 
ion ſuch another. I begged a thouſand pardons for the free- 
no- dom I had taken, which I hoped he would impute to 
nat nothing elſe than the higheſt veneration for his perſon— 
ly, told him that, as it came to my hand by accident in 
France, I could give him no information about the ma- 

lat ker, for there was no name on the inſide; and once more 
he humbly intreated that he would indulge me ſo far as to 
re uſe it for my fake. —He was ſtill poſitive in refuſing it 
ts but was pleaſed to thank me for my generous offer, {ay - 
r ing, it was a preſent that no nobleman need be aſhamed 


of receiving; though he was reſolved to ſhew his diſin- 
tereſtedneſs with regard to me, for whom he had con- 
ceived a particular friendſhip ; and inſiſted (if I was 
willing to part with the watch) upon knowing what it 
coſt, that he might at leaſt indemnify me, by refunding 
the money. On the other hand, I aſſured his lordſhip, 
that J ſhould look upon it as an uncommon mark of 
diſtinction, if he would take it without further queſtion ; 
and, rather than diſoblige me, he was at laſt perſuaded 
to put it in his pocket, to my no ſmall ſat is fact ion, who 
took my leave immed ely, after having received a 
kind ſqueeze, and an injunction to depend upon his pro- 
miſe. 

Buoyed up with this reception, my heart opened; I 
gave away a guinea among the lacqueys who eſcorted 
me to the door ; flew to to the lodgings of Lord Straddle, 
upon whom I fogced my diamond ring, as an acknow- 
ledgment for the great ſervice he had done me; and from 
thence hied me home, with an intent of ſnaring my hap- 
pineſs with honeſt Strap.— I determined, however, to | 
heighten his pleaſure, by depreſſing his ſpirits at firſt, 
and then bringing in the good news with double reliſh. 


—Por this purpoſe I affected the appearance of diſap- 
| pointment | 
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pointment and chagrin, and toid him in an abrupt man. 
ner, that I had loſt my watch and diamond. Poor 


Hugh, who had been already harraſſed into a conſump. 


tion by intelligence of this fort, no ſooner heard theſe 
words, than, unable to contain himſelf, he cried with 
diffraction in his looks, „God in Heaven forbid!“—I 
could carry on the farce no longer, but, laughing in 
his face, told him every thing that had paſſed, as above 
recited. His features were immediately unbended, and 
the tranſition fo affecting, that he wept with joy, calling 
my Lord Strutwell by the appellation of jewel, phoenix, 
rarga avis; and praiſing God, that there was ſtill ſome 
virtue left among our nobility.—Our mutual congratu- 
Jations being over, we gave way to our imagination, 
and anticipated our happineis, by proſecuting our ſuc- 
ceſs through che different ſteps of promotion, till I ar- 
rived at the rank of a prime miniſter, and he to that of 
my firſt ſecretary. «2 ” 
Intoxicated with theſe ideas, T went to the ordinary, 
where, meeting with Banter, I communicated the whole 
affair in confidence to him, concluding with an aſſurance 
that I wou:d do him all the ſervice in my power.—He 
heard me to an end with great patience; then, regard- 
ing me a good while with a look of diſdain, pronoun- 
ced, So, your buſineſs is done, you think ?'?—* As 
good as done, I believe,” (aid I.) 5 J'Il tell you 
(replied he) what will do it {till more effectually—a 
halter Sdeath! if I had been ſuch a gull to two 
Juch ſcoundrels as Strutwell and Straddle, I would with- 
out any more ado tuck myſelf up.” Shocked at this 
exclamation, I defired him with ſome confuſion to ex- 
Plain himſelf: Upon which he gave me to underſtand, 
that Straddie was a poor contemptible wretch, wao 
lived by borrowing and pimping tor his fellow peers; 
that, in conſequence of this laſt capacity, he had doubt- 
leſs introduced me to Strutwell, who was ſo notorious 
for a paſſion for his own ſex, that he was amazed his 
character had never reached my ears; and that, far from 
being able to obtain for me the poſt he had promiſed, his 
intereſt at court was ſo low, that h& could ſcarce pro- 
. vide 
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vide for a ſuperannuated footman once a year in the 
cuſtoms or exciſe ; that it was a common thing for him 
to amuſe ſtrangers, whom his jackals run down, with 
ſuch aſſurances and careſſes as he had beſtowed on me, 
until he had ſtript them of their caſh, and every thing 
raluable about them; very often of their chaſtity, and 


then leave them a prey to want and infamy that he 


allowed his ſervants no other wages, than that part of 
the ſpoil which they could glean by their induſtry; and 
the whole of his conduct towards me was ſo glaring, 
that nobdoy, who knew any thing of mankind, could 
have been impoſed upon by his inſmuations. 

I leave the reader to judge how I reliſhed this piece 
of information, which precipitated me from the moſt 
exalted pinnacle of hope, to the loweſt abyſs of deſpon- 
dence; and well nigh determined me to take Banter's 
advice, and finiſh my chagrin with a halter.—I had no 
room to ſuſpect the veracity of my friend, becauſe, upon 
recollection, I found every circumitance of Strutwell's 
behaviour exactly tallying with the character he had de- 
{cribed : His hugs, embraces, ſqueezes, and eager looks, 
were now no longer a myſtery; no more than his defence 
of Petronius, and the jealous frown of his valet de 
chambre, who, it ſeems, had been the favourite pathic 
of his lord. | 
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128 THE ADVENTURES OF 
| CHAP. XV. | 
I attempt to recover my watch and jewel, but to no pur 
poſe——reſolve to revenge myſelf on Strutwwell by my 
 tmportunity——am reduced to my laſt guinea—0bli 
ged to inform Strap of my neceſſity, who is almoſt di- 
trated with the news but nevertheleſs obliged 10 
pawn my beſt ſword for preſent ſubfiftence——that 
ſmall ſupply being exhauſted, I am almoſt ſtupiſied with 
my misfortunes——=g0 to the gaming table, by the advice 
of Banter, and come off with unexpected ſucceſ—— 
Strap's exſta Mrs. Gamwwky waits upon me, pro- 
felſes remorſe for her perfidy, aud implores my aſſiſtance 
——1 do myſelf a piece of juſtice by her means, and 
afterwards reconcile her to her father. © 
I WAS ſo contounded that I could make no reply to 
Banter, who reproached me with great indignation 
for having thrown away upon raſcals, that which, had 
it been converted into ready money, would have up- 
ported the rank of a gentleman for ſome months, and 


LN me, at the ſame time, to oblige my friends. 


tupified as I was, I cculd eaſily divine the ſource of his 
concern, but ineaked away in a ſolitary manner, with- 
out yielding the leaſt anſwer to his expoſtulations ; and 
began to deliberate with myſelf in what manner I ſhould 
attempt to retrieve the moveables I had fo fooliſhly loft, 
Il ſhould have thought it no robbery to take them again 
by force, could Ihave done it without any danger of 
being detected; but as I could have no fuch opportunity, 
I rclolved to work by fineſſe, and go immediately to the 
lodgings of Straddle, where I was fo fortunate as to 
had him.—“ My Lord, (faid I,) I have juſt now recol- 
lected, that the diamond I had the honour of preſent- 
ing to you, is looſened in the focket, and there is a 
young teliow juſt arrived from Paris, who is reckoned 
the beſt jewellcr in Europe: I knew him in France, and 
if your lordſhip will give me leave, will carry the ring 
to him to be ſet to rights.“ His lordſhip was not to 


be caught in this ſnare—he thanked me for my offer, 


and told me, that having himſelf obſerved the defect, 
he had already ſent it to his on je weller to be mended, 
d 1 N And 
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And, indeed, by this time, I believe, it was in the jew- 
eller's hands, though not in order to be mended, for it 
ſtood in need of no alteration. | | 

* Baulked in this piece of politics, I curſed my ſimpli- 


city; but reſolved to play a ſurer game with the earl, 


which I thus deviſed.—I did not doubt of being admit- 
ted into familiar converiation with him, as before, and 
hoped by ſome means to get the watch into my hand; 
then, on pretence of winding or playing with it, drop it 
on the floor, when in all probability the fall would diſ- 
order the work ſo as to ſtop its motion. This event 
would furniſh me with an opportunity of inſiſting upon 
carrying it away in order to be repaired ; and then I ſhould 
have been in no hurry to bring it back. What pity it was 
I could not find an occaſion of putting this fine ſcheme 
in execution! When I went to renew my viſit to his lord- 


ſhip, my acceſs to the parlour was as tree as ever; but 


after I had waited ſome time, the valet de chambre came 
in with his lord's compliments, and a defire to fee me to- 
morrow at his levee, he being at preſent ſo much indiſ- 
poſed that he could not ſee company. I interpreted this 
meſſage into a bad omen, and came away muttering 
curſes againſt his lordſhip's politenels, and ready to go 
to loggerheads with myſelf for being ſo egregiouſly du- 
A that I might have ſome fatis:acticn for the 
oſs I had ſuſtained, I beſieged him cloſely at his levee, 
and perſecuted him with my ſolicitations ; not without 


faint hopes, indeed, of reaping ſomething more from my 


induſtry, than the bare pleaſure of making him uneaſy; 
though I could never obtain another private hearing du- 
ring the whole courſe of my attendance : neither had I 
reſolution enough to undeceive Strap, whoſe looks, in a 
little time, where ſo whetted with impatience, that, when- 


ever I came home, his eyes devoured me, as it were, 


with eagerneſs of attention. 

At length, however, finding myſelf reduced to my 
laſt guinea, I was compelled to diſcloſe my neceſſity, 
though I endeavoured to ſweeten the ditcovery, by 
rehearſing to him the daily aſſurances I received from 
my patron.— But theſe promiſes were not of efficacy ſut. 
ficient to ſupport the ſpirits of my friend, who no ſooner 

Vor. II. 19 M underſtood 
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139 THE ADVENTURES OF 
. underſtood the lowneſs of my finances, than uttering a 
dreadful groan, he exclaimed, In the name of God, 
what ſhall we do! -In order to comfort him, I ſaid, 
that many of my acquaintance, who were in a wor 
condition than we, ſupported, notwithſtanding, the cha. 
racter of gentlemen ; and adviſing him to thank God 
that we had as yet incurred no debt, propoſed he ſhoul! 
payn my ſword of ſteel inlaid with gold, and truſt to 
my diſcretion for the reſt. This expedient was worm- 
wood and gall to poor Strap, who, in ſpite of his in- 
vincible affection for me, ſtill retained notions of cco- 
nomy and expence ſuitable to the narrownels of his edu- 
cation: nevertheleſs, he complied with my requeſt, and 
raiſed ſeven pieces on the {word in a twinkling.— This 
ſupply, inconſiderable as it was, made me as happy for th 
preſent, as if T had kept five hundred pounds in bank ; 
for by this time I was fo well ſkilled in procraſtinating 
every troubleſome reflection, that the proſpect of want 
ſeldom affected me very much, let it be ever ſo near.— 
And now, indeed, it was nearer than I imagined. My 
landlord having occaſion for money, put me in mind of 
my being indebted to him five guineas in lodging ; and 
telling me he had a ſum to make up, begged I would 
excule his importunity, and diſcharge the debt. 
Though I could ill ſpare ſo much caſh, my pride took 
the reſolution of diſburſing it. This I did in a cavalier 
manner, after he had written a diſcharge, telling him, 
with an air of ſcorn and reſentment, I ſaw he was re- 
ſolved that I ſhould not be long in his books while 
Strap, who ſtood; by, and knew my circumſtances, 
wrung his hands in ſecret, gnawed his nether lip, and 
turned yellow with deſpair. —Whatever appearance ot 
indifference my vanity enabled me to put on, I was thun- 
deritruck with this demand, which I had no fooner 
ſatisfied, then I haſtened into company, with a view of 
beguiling my cares with converſation, or of drowning 
them with wine, 8 
After dinner, a party was accordingly made in the 
coffee-houſe, from whence we adjourned to the tavern, 
where, inſtcad of ſharing the mirth of the company, | 
| | was 
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was as much chagrined at their good- humour as a damn'd 
foul in hell would be at a glimpſe of Heaven. — In vain 
did I ſwallow bumper after bumper! the wine had loſt 
its effect upon me, and, far from raiſing my dejected 
ſpirits, could not even lay me aſſeep.— Banter, who 
was the only intimate I had, (Strap excepted,) perceived 
my anxiety, and when we broke up, reproached me with 
puſillanimity, for being caſt down at any diſappointment 
that ſuch a raſcal as Strutwell could he the occaſion of. 
I told him, I did not at all fee how Strutwell's being 
araſcal alleviated my misfortune ; and gave him to un- 
derſtand, that my preſent grief did not ſo much proceed 
from that diſappointment, as from the low ebb of my 
fortune, which was ſunk to ſomething leſs than two 
guineas. At this declaratim he cried, © Pſhaw ! is 
that all?“ and aſſured me, there was a thouſand ways of 
living in town without a fortune, he himſelf having 
ſubliſted many years entirely by his wit. I expreſſed an 
eager deſire of being acquainted with ſome of theſe me- 
thods; and he, without further expoſtulation, bade me 
follow him. He conducted me to a houſe under the 
piazzas in Covent-Garden, which we entered, and hav- 
ing delivered our {words to a grim fellow, who demanded 
them at the foot of the ſtaircaſe, aſcended to the ſecond 
ſtory, where I ſaw multitudes of people ſtanding round 
two gaming tables, loaded in a manner with gold and 
llver,—My conductor told me this was the houſe of 
a worthy Scotch Lord, who uſing the privilege of his 
peerage, had ſet up public gaming tables, from the 
profits of which he drew a comfortable livelihood. 
He then explained the difference between the jitters and 
the betters ; characterized the firſt as old rooks, and the 
laſtas bubbles ; and adviſed me to try my fortune at the 
ſilver table, by betting a crown at à time. Betore I 
would venture any thing, I conſidered the company more 
particularly, and there appeared ſuch a groupe of vil- 
lainous faces, that I was ſtruck with horror and aſto- 
niſhment at the ſight! ſignified my ſurpriſe to Banter, 
who whiſpercd in my ear, that the bulk of theſe pre- 
lent, were ſharpers, highwaymen, and apprentices, wha, 
M 2 | having 
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132 THE ADVENTURES OF 
having embezzled their maſter's caſh, made a deſperate 
puſh in this place, to make up their deficiencies, —This 
account did not encourage me to hazard any part of my 
ſmall pittance ; but at length being teazed by the impor. 
tunities of my friend, who aſſured me there was no 
danger of being ill uſed, becauſe people were hired by 
the owner to ſee juſtice done to every body, I began by 
riſquing one ſhilling, and in leſs than an hour my win. 
nings amounted to thirty. Convinced by this time 
of the fairneſs of the game, and animated with ſucceſs, 
there was no need cf further perſuaſion to continue the 
play. I lent Banter (who ſeldom had any money in his 
pocket) a guinea, which he carried to the gold table, and 
loſt in a moment.——He would have borrowed another, 
but finding me deaf to his arguments, went away ina 
ti Mean while my gain advanced to fix pieces, and 
my deſire of more increaſed in proportion; fo that J 
moved to the higher table, where I laid half a guinea on 
every throw, and fortune ſtill favouring me, I became a 
ſitter, in which capacity I remained until it was broad 


day; when I found myſelf, after many viciſſitudes, one 


hundred and fifty guineas in pocket. 

Thinking it now high time to retire with my booty, 
T aſked if any body would take my place, and made a 
motion to riſe; upon which an old Gaſcon, who ſat op- 


poſite to me, and of whom I had won a little money, 


ſtarted up with fury in his looks, crying, “ Reſtez, 
foutre, reftez, il faut donner moi mon ranwvanchio!” At 
the ſame time, a Jew, who ſat near the other, infinuated 
that I was more beholden to art than fortune for what 
I had got; that he had obſerved me wipe the table very 
often, and that ſome of the diviſions ſeemed to be greaſy. 
This intimation produced a great deal of clamour againt 


me, eſpecially amongſt the Toſers, who threatened with 


many oaths and imprecations to take me up by a warrant 
as a ſharper, unleſs I would compromiſe the affair by 
refunding the greateſt part of my willnings.— Though! 
was far from being eaſy under this accuſation, I relie 
upon my innocence, threatened in my turn to pr: ſecute 


caule 


| N 
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cauſe to the examination of any juſtice in Weſtminſter; 
but they knew themſelves too well to put their characters 
on that iſſue, and finding I was not to be intimidated 
into any conceſſion, dropt their plea, and made way for 
me to withdraw. I would not, however, ftir from 
the table, until the Iſraelite had retracted what he ſaid 
to my diſadvantage, and aſked pardon before the whole 
aſſembly. 

As I marched out with my prize, I happened to tread 
upon the toes of a tall raw-boned fellow, with a hooked 
noſe, fierce eyes, black thick eye-brows, a pig-tail wig 
of the ſame colour, and a formidable hat pulled over 
his forehead, who ſtood gnawing his fingers in the crowd, 
and no ſooner felt the application of my ſhoe-heel, than 


he roared out in a tremendous voice, Blood and wounds! 


you ſon of a whore, what's that for ?*'—T aſked pardon 
with a great deal of ſubmiſſion, and proteſted I had no 
intention of hurting him; but the more I humbled my- 
ſelf, the more he ſtormed, and inſiſted upon gentlemanly 
ſatisfaction, at the ſame time provoking me with ſcan- 
dalous names that I could not put up with; ſo that I 
gave a looſe to my paſſion, returned his Billingſgate, 


and challenged him to follow me down to the piazzas. - 


——His indignation cooling as mine warmed, he refuſed 
my invitation, ſaying, he would chooſe his own time, 
and returned towards the table, muttering threats, which 
I neither dreaded, nor diſtinctly heard; but deſcending 


with great deliberation, received my ſword from the 


door-keeper, whom I gratified with a guinea, according 
to the cuſtom of the place, and went home in a rapture 
of Joy. | | 

My faithful valet, who had ſet up all night in the ut- 
moſt uneaſineſs on my account, let me in with his face 
bellubbered with tears, and followed me to my chamber, 
where he ſtood ſilent like a condemned criminal, in ex- 
pectation of hearing that every ſhilling was ipent.—I 
gueſſed the ſituation of his thoughts, and aſluming a 
tullen look, bade him fetch me tome water to waſh.— 
He replied, without lifting his eyes from the ground, 
* In my ſimple conjecture, you have more occaſion for 
M 3 reſt, 
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reſt, not having (I ſuppoſe) ſlept theſe four- and- twenty 
hours. « Bring me ſome water, (ſaid I in a pe. 
remptory tone ;) upon which he ſneaked away, ſhrugging 
his ſhoulders. Before he returned, I had ſpread my whole 
ſtock on the table in the moit oſtentatious manner; ſo 
that when it firſt ſaluted h's view, he ſtood like one in. 
tranced; and having rubbed his eyes more than once, 
to aſſure himſelf of his being awake, broke out into, 
Lord have mercy upon us, what a vaſt treaſure is 
here!” © *Tis all our own, Strap, (ſaid I;) take what 
is neceſſary, and redeem the ſword immediately.” —He 
advanced towards the table, ſtopt ſhort by the way, n 
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looked at the money and me by turns, and, with a wild. hi 
ne{s in his countenance, produced from joy checked by al 
diſtruſt, cried, “ I dare ſay, it is honeſtly come by.”— h 
To remove his fcruples, I made him acquainted with ta 
the whole ſtory of my ſucceſs, which, when he heard, tc 


he danced about the room in an exſtaſy, crying, © God tt 
be praiſed !—a white ſtone— God be praiſed !—a white w 


ſtone ! So that I was afraid the ſudden change of for. D 
tune had diſordered his intellects, and that he was run h. 
mad with joy. — Extremely concerned at this event, I ſy 
attempted to reaſon him out of his frenzy, but to no be 
purpoſe ; for, without regarding what I ſaid, he continued he 


to friſk up and down, and repeat his raphſody of * God dc 
be praiſed! a white ſtone !** A laſt Troſe in the utmoſt hi 
conſternation, and laying violent hands upon him, put 
a ſtop to his extravagance, by fixing him down to a ſettee 
that was in the room. — This conſtraint baniſhed his 
delirium; he ſtarted, as if juſt awoke, and, terrified at 
my behaviour, cried, © What is the matter ?** When 
he learned the cauſe of my apprehenſion, he was aſhamed 
of his tranſports, and told me, that, in mentioning the 
white ſtone, he alluded to the Dies faſti of the Romans, 
albo lapide notati. | 

Having no inclination to ſleep, I ſecured my caſh, 
dreſſed, and was juſt going abroad, when the ſervant of 
the houſe told me, there was a gentlewoman at the door, 
who wanted to ſpeak with me.—Surpriſed at this infor- 
mation, I bade Strap ſhew her up, and in leſs than a 

9 | minute 
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minute ſaw a young woman of a ſhabby decayed appear- 


. ance enter my room. After half a dozen courtſeys, the 


began to ſob, and told me her name was Gawky ; upon 
which information I immediately recollected the features 
of Miſs Lavement, who had been the firſt occaſion of 
my misfortunes. Though I had all the reaſon in the 
world to reſent her treacherous behaviour to me, I was 
moved at her diſtreſs, and profeſſing my ſorrow at ſeeing 
her fo reduced, deſired her to fit, and enquired into the 
particulars of her ſituation. —She fell upon her knees, 
and implored my forgiveneſs for the injuries ſhe had done 
me, proteſting before God, that ſhe was forced, againſt 
her inclination, into that helliſh conſpiracy which had 
almoſt deprived me of my life, by the entreaties of her 
huſband, who having been afterwards renounced by his 
father on account cf his marriage with her, and unable 
to ſupport- a family on his pay, left his wife at her fa- 
ther's houſe, and went with the regiment to Germany, 
where he was broke for miſbehaviour at the battle of 
Dettingen, ſince which time ſhe had heard no tidings of 
him. She then gave me to underſtand, with many 
ſymptoms of penitence, . that it was her misfortune to 
bear a chi}d four months after marriage, by which event 
her parents were ſo incenſed, that ſhe was turned out of 
doors with the infant, that died ſoon after; and had 
hitherto ſubfiſted in a miſerabie indigent manner, on the 
extorted charity of a few friends, who were now quite 
tired of giving; that not knowing where or how to ſup- 
port herſelf one day longer, ſhe had fled for ſuccour even 
to me, who of all mankind had the leaſt cauſe to aſſiſt 
her, relying upon the generoſity of my diſpoſition, which 
ſhe hoped would be pleaſed with this opportunity of 
avenging itſelf in the nobleſt manner on the wretch who 
had wronged me.—TI was very much affected with her 
diſcourſe, and having no cauſe to ſuſpect the ſincerity 
of her repentance, raiſed her up, freely pardoned all the 
had done againſt me, and promiſed to befriend her as 
much as lay in my power. 
Since my laſt arrival in London, I had made no ad- 
vances to the apothecary, imagining it would be * 
. | | e 
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ble for me to make my innocence appear, ſo unhappily 
was my accuſation circumſtanced. Strap, indeed, had la. 
boured to juſtify me to the ſchoolmaſter : but, far from 
ſucceeding in his attempt, Mr. Concordance dropt all 
correſpondence with him, becauſe he refuſed to quit his 
connexion with me. — Things being in this ſituation, I 
thought a fairer opportunity of vindicating my charac- 
ter could not offer, than that which now preſented itſelf, 
Il therefore ſtipulated with Mrs. Gawky, that, before 
I would yield her the leaſt aſſiſtance, ſhe ſhould do me 
the juſtice to clear my reputation, by explaining on oath, 
before a magiſtrate, the whole of the conſpiracy, as it 
had been executed againſt me,—When ſhe had given me 
this ſatisfaction, I preſented her with five guineas, a {um 
ſo much above her expectation, that ſhe could ſcarce be- 
lieve the evidence of her tenſes, and was ready to wor- 
ſhip me for my benevolence. —The declaration, ſigned 
with her own hand, I ſent to her father, who, upon re- 
collecting and comparing the circumſtances of my charge, 
was convinced of my integrity, and waited on me next 
day, in company with his friend the ſchoolmaſter, to 


7 


whom he had communicated my vindication.— After 


mutual ſalutation, Monſicur Lavement began a long 
apology for the unjuſt treatment I had received: but I 
ſaved him a good deal of breath, by interrupting his ha- 
rangue, and aſſuring him, that, far from entertaining a 
relentment againſt him, I thought myſelt obliged to his 
lenity, which allowed me to eſcape, after ſuch ſtrong 
preſumptions of guilt appeared againſt me. Mr. Con- 
cordance thinking it now his turn to {peak, obſerved, 
that Mr. Random had too much candour and ſagacity to 
be diſobliged at their conduct, which, all things con- 
ſidered, could not have been otherwiſe, with any ho- 
neſty of intention. Indeed, (ſaid he,) if the plot had 
been unravelled to us by any ſupernatural intelligence; 
if it had been whiſpered by a genie, communicated by a 
dream, or revealed by an angel from on high, we ſhould 
have been to blame in crediting occular demonſtration; 
— but as we were left in the midit of mortality, it cannot 
be expected we ſhould be incapable of a do 

allure 
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aſſure you, Mr. Random, no man on earth is more pleaſed 
than I am at this triumph of your character; and as the 
news of your misfortune panged me to the very entrails, 
this manifeſtation of your innocence makes my midriff 
quiver with joy. — I thanked him for his concern, de- 
fired them to undeceive thoſe of their acquaintance who 
judged harſhly of me, and having treated them with a 
laſs of wine, repreſented to Lavement the deplorable 
condition of his daughter, and pleaded: her cauſe fo 
effectually, that he conſented to ſettle a ſmall annuity on 
her for life; but could not be perſuaded to take her 
home, becauſSher mother was ſo much incenſed that ſhe 
would never fee her. | | 
C3 A P. XVL 
I purchaſe new clothes ——reprimand Strutwel and 
Straddle———Banter fropoſes another matrimonial 
ſcheme. I accept of his terms——ſet out far Bath 
in a flage coach, with the young lady and ber mother 
be behaviour of an officer and lawyer, our fel- 
low travellers, deſcribed——a ſmart dialogue between 
my miſtreſs and the captain. 
PAVING finiſhed this affair to my fatisfa&tion, I 
found myſelf perfectly at eaſe, and looking upon 
the gaming-table as a certain reſource for a gentleman 
in want, became more gay than ever.—Although my 
clothes were almoſt as good as new, I grew aſhamed of 
wearing them, becauſe I thought every body, by this 


time, had got' an inventory of my wardrobe.—For 


which reaſon, I diſpoſed of a good your of my apparel 


to a ſaleſman in Monmouth-ftreet, for half the value, 
and bought two new ſuits with the money. I likewife 
purchaſed a plain gold watch, deſpairing of recovering 
that which I had fo fooliſhly given to Strutwell, whom, 
notwithſtanding, I ſtill continued to viſit at his levee, 
until the ambaſſador he had mentioned ſet out with a 
ſecretary of his own chooſing. —I thought myſelf then 
at liberty to expoſtulate with his lordſhip, whom 1 
treated with great freedom in a letter, for amuſing me 
with vain hopes, when he neither had the power nor in- 
clination to provide for me.—Nor was J leſs we 
| wit 
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with Straddle, whom J in perſon reproached for miſte. 16 


preſenting to me the character of Strutwell, which! ou 
did not ſcruple to aver was infamous in every reſpect.— ch 
He ſeemed very much enraged at my freedom, talked he 
a great deal about his quality and honour, and began to pr 
make ſome compariſons which I thought ſo injurious to ur 


mine, that I demanded an explanation with great 
warmth; and he was mean enough to equivocate, and 
condeſcend in ſuch a manner, that I left him with a 
hearty contempt of his behaviour. 

About this time, Banter, who had obſerved a ſur- 
priſing and ſudden alteration in my appearance and diſ- 
polition, began to enquire very minutely into the cauſe; 
and, as I did not think fit to let him know the true ſtate 
of the affair, leit he might make free with my purſe, on 
the ſtrength of having propoſed the ſcheme that filled it, 
I told him that I had received a ſmall ſupply from a re- 
lation in the country, who at the ſame time had pro- 
miſed to uſe all his intereſt (which was not ſmall) in ſo- 
liciting ſome poſt for me that ſhould make me eaſy tor 
life.—“ If that be the caſe (ſaid Banter) perhaps you 
won't care to mortify yourſelf a little, in making your 
fortune another way. I have a relation who 1s to ſet 
out for Bath next week, with an only daughter, who, 
being ſickly and decrepit, intends to drink the waters 
for the recovery of her health.—Her father, who was a 
rich Turkey merchant, died about a year ago, and left 
her with a fortune of twenty thouſand pounds, under 
the ſole management of her mother, who is my kinſ- 
woman. I would have put in for the plate myſelf, but 
there is a breach at preſent between the old woman and 
me.—You muſt know, that ſome time ago I borrowed 
a ſmall ſum of her, and promiſed, it ſeems, to pay it 
before a certain time ; but being diſappointed in my ex- 
pectation of money from the country, the day elapſed, 
without my being able to take up my note; upon which 

the wrote a preremptory letter, threatening to arreſt me, 
if I did not pay the debt immediately. Nettled at this 
preciſe behaviour, I ſent a damn'd ſevere anſwer, which 
enraged her ſo much, that ſhe actually took out a writ 
RI | againſt 
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fre. WW againſt me.—Whereupon, finding the thing grow ſeri- 
hl ous, I got a friend to advance the money for me, diſ- 
— charged the debt, went to her houſe, and abuſed her for 
ked her unfriendly dealing.—She was provoked by my! re- 
1 to proaches, and ſcolded in her turn. The little deformed 
$ to urchin joined her mother with ſuch virulence and volu- 
reat Wi bility. of tongue, that I was fain to make my retreat, 
and Wl after having been honoured with a great many ſcanda- 
h a bos epithets, which gave me plainly to underſtand, that 
I had nothing to hope from the eſteem of the one, or 
ſur- the affection of the other.—As they are both utter 
dil- Wi ffrangers to life, it is a thouſand to one but the girl will be 
iſe; ¶ picked up by ſome ſcoundrel or other at Bath, if I don't 
tate Wil provide for her otherwiſe.—You are a well-looking fel- 
on low, Random, and can behave as demurely as a quaker. 
Lit, I Now, if you will give me an obligation for five hundred 
re- pounds, to be paid ſix months after your marriage, I 
pro- vill put you in a method of carrying her in ſpite of all 
o- oppoſition.“” | 
for This propoſal was too advantageous for me to be re- 
you Wl fuſed : The writing was immediately drawn up and exe- 
our cuted; and Banter giving me notice of the time when, 
> {ct and the ſtage coach in which they were to ſet out, I be- 
vho, WF ſpoke a place in the ſame convenience, and, having 
ters hired a horſe for Strap, who was charmed with the pro- 
as 4 ſpect, ſet forward accordingly. 
As we embarked before day, I had not the pleaſure 
nder I for ſome time of ſeeing Miſs Snapper (that was the name 
in- WF of my miſtreſs) nor even of perceiving the number and 
but fer of my fellow-travellers, although I gueſſed that the 
coach was full, by the difficulty I found in ſeating my- 
wed BI elf. —The firſt five minutes paſſed in a general ſilence, 
it when, all of a ſudden, the coach heeling to one fide, a 
e- Ml boiſterous voice pronounced, To the right and left, 
led, ff cover your flanks, damme! whiz!” I eaſily diſcovered, 
hich by the tone and matter of this exclamation, that it was 
me, Wi uttered by a fon of Mars. Neither was it hard to con- 
this Wi ctive the profeſſion of another perſon who fat oppoſite to 
hich ne, and obſerved, that we ought to have been well ſatiſ- 
writ WF ted of the ſecurity, before we entered upon the premiſes, 
| —— IP 
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— Theſe twolallies had not the deſired effect. We con- 
tinued a good while as mutè as before, till at length, 
the gentleman of the ſword, impatient of longer ſilence, 
made a ſecond effort, by ſwearing he had got into a meet. 
ing of quakers.—“ I believe ſo too, (taid a ſhrill female 
voice, at my left hand,) for the Ipirit of folly begins to 
move.” —“ Out with it then, Madam, (replied the 
ſoldier. )—** You ſeem to have no occaſion for a midwite,” 
(cried the lady.)—* D—n my blood! (exclaimed the 
other,) a man can't taik to a woman, but the immedi. 
ately thinks of a midwife.” —< True, Sir, (ſaid ſhe.) 
J long to be delivered. What! of a mouſe, Madam?” 
(laid he. )—* No, Sir, (ſaid ſhe,) of a fool.“ —“ Are 
you far gone with a fool?“ (ſaid he.) —“ Little more 
than two miles, (ſaid ſhe. )—*© By Gad, you're a wit, 
Madam!” (cried the officer. )—< I wifh I could with any 
juſtice return the compliment,“ (ſaid the lady.)—— 
& Zounds, I have done, (ſaid he.) —“ Your bolt is 
ſoon ſhot, according to the old proverb, (ſaid ſhe.)— 
The warrior's powder was quite ſpent; the lawyer ad- 
viſed him to drop the proſecution ; and a grave matron, 4 
who ſat on the left hand of the victorious wit, told her, 0 
ſhe mult not let her tongue run fo faſt among firangers, Pr 
This reprimand, ſoftened with the appellation of ch, WM; 
convinced me that the ſatirical lady was no other than % 
Mits Snapper, and I reſolved to regulate my conduct ac. WF, , 
cordingly. The champion, finding himſelf fo ſmartly To 
handled, changed his battery, and began to expatiateon .“ 
his own exploits “ You talk of thot, Madam, (ad : 
he.) Damme! I have hoth given and received {ome int Wi 
in my time.— I was wounded in the ſhoulder by a piſto 
ball at Dettingen, where I ſay nothing— but by 
G—d! if it had not been for me—all's one for that— 
I deſpiſe boaſting, dme! whiz !'——S$0 ſaying, be 
whittied one part, and hummed another, of the Black 
Joke; then, addreſſing himſelf to the lawyer, went on 
thus: © Wouldn't yu think it damn'd hard, after har- 
ing, at the riſk of your life, recovered the ſtandard of 
2 regiment, that had been loſt, to receive no prefer ment 


for your pains? I don't chooje to name no names, fink 
me! 
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me! but howlomever, this Iwill refer, by G—d, and 
that is this: a muſqueteer of the French guards, hav- 
ing taken a ſtandard from a certain cornet of a certain 
regiment, damme ! was retreating with the prize as faſt 
as his horſe's heels could carry him, fink me! Upon 
which, I ſnatched up a firelock that belonged to a dead 
man, damme! whiz! and ſhot his horſe under him, 
-u my blood! The fellow got upon his feet, and be- 
gan to repoſe me, upon which I charged my bayonet 
breaſt high, and ran him through the body, by G—d ! 
One of his comrades coming to his aſſiſtance, ſhot me 
in the ſhoulder, as I told you before; and another gave 
me a contuſion on the head with the butt end of his car- 
bine; but, damme, that did not ſignify. I killed one, 
put the other to flight, and, taking up the ſtandard, 
carried it off very deliberately. But the beſt joke of all 
was, the ſon of a b— ch of a cornet, who had ſurren- 
dered it in a cowardly manner, ſeeing it in my poſſeſſion, 
demanded it from me, in the front of the line.“ D—n 
my blood (ſays he) where did you find my ſtandard?” 
(ays he.)—< B—n my blood (ſaid I) where (ſaid I) 
did you loſe it?“ (ſaid I.)—* That's nothing to you, 
(lays he ;) *tis my ttandard, (ſays he,) and, by G—d, 
I] have it, (ſays he.) —“ D—1—tion ſeize me, (ſays 
J) if you ſhall, (ſays I,) till L have firſt delivered it to 
tie general, (ſays I;) and accordingly I went to the 
bead quarters, after the battle, and delivered it to my 
Lord Stair, who promiſed to do for me; but J am no 
more than a poor lieutenant ſtill, d—n my blood.“ 

Having vented this repetition of expletives, the lawyer 
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omned he had not been requited according to his deſerts ; 


obſerved, that the labourer is always worthy of his hire, 
and aſked if the promite was made before witneſſes, be- 
cauſe in that caſe the law would compel the general to 
pertorm it but underſtanding that the promiſe was 
made over a bottle, without being reſtricted to time or 
terms, he pronounced it not valid in law, proceeded to 
enquire into the particulars of the battle, and affirmed, 
that, although the Englith had drawn themſelves into a 
munre at firſt, the French managed their cauſe ſo 
Vor, II. 19 * lamely 
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lamely in the courſe of the diſpute, that they would 
have been utterly nonſuited, had they not obtained a r 
noli proſequi.— In ſpite of theſe enlivening touches, the 
converſation was like to ſuffer another long interruption; 
when the lieutenant, unwilling to conceal any of his ac- 
compliſhments, that could be diſplayed in his preſent 
ſituation, offered to regale the company with a ſong; 
and interpreting our ſilence into a deſire of hearing, began 
to warble a faſhionable air, the firſt ſtanza of which he 
pronounced thus: 


c Would you taſk the moon- ty'd hair, 

To yon flagrant beau repair; 

Where, waving with the popling vow, 

The bantling fine will ſhelter you, &c.“ 


The ſenſe of the reſt he perverted as he went on, with 
fuch ſurpriſing facility, that I could not help thinking 
he had been at ſome pains to burleſque the performance, 
—Miis Snapper aſcribed it to the true cauſe, namely, 
ignorance ; and, when he aſked her how ſhe reliſhed his 
muſic, anſwered, that, in her opinion, the muſic and the 
words were much of a. piece.—* O, d—n my blood! 
(ſaid he) I take that as a high compliment; for every 
body allows the words are damnable fine. —“ They 1 
may be ſo, (replied the lady, ) for ought I know; but 

they are above my comprehenſion.—“ IJ an' t obligei an 
to find you comprehenſion, Madam, curſe me!“ (cried. to 


he.)—** No, nor to ſpeak ſenſe neither, (ſaid ſhe.) to 
«© D——n my heart (ſaid he) I'll ſpeak what I pleate.” WW ha 
Here the lawyer interpoſed, by telling him, there werf ba 
ſome things he muſt not ſpeak.—And upon being defed de: 
to give an inſtance, mentioned Treaſon and Defamation. bl: 
* As for the king, (cried the ſoldier,) God bleſs hin wt 
—I eat his bread, and have loſt blood in his cauſe, wa 
therefore I have nothing to ſay to him but, by G—4, | ba] 
dare ſay any thing to any other man.” —-* No, (id Or 
the lawyer,) you dare not call me a rogue. Damme cor 
for why?“ (faid the other.)“ Becauſe (replied ti tw 
counſellor) I ſhould have a good action againſt you, ai Ib 
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RODFRIC RANDOM. 14.4 
recover. '——** Well, well, (cried the officer,) if I dare 
not call you rogue, I dare think you one, damme! 


This ſtroke of wit he accompanied with a loud laugh - 
of ſelf- approbation, which unluckily did not affect the 


audience, but effectually ſilenced his antagoniſt, who 

did nor open his mouth tor the ſpace of an hour, except 

to clear his pipes with three hems, which, however, 

produced nothing. i 

| CH AP. XVI, 

Day breaking, I have the pleaſure of viewing the perſon 
of Miſs Snapper, whom ] had not ſeen before——the 
foldier is witty upon m. is offended, talks much of 
his valour——4s reprimanded by a grave gentlewoman 
—we are alarmed with the cry of highwaymen—— 
I get out of the coach, and ſtand on my own defence 
ey ride off, without having attacked u I 
purſue them one of them is thrown from his horſe 


and taken——l return to the coaach——am complimented 


by Miſs Snapper ——the captain's behaviour on this 
occaſion the prude reproaches me in a ſoliloquy——1 
upbraid her in the ſame manner 
Mrs. Snapper at breakfaſt diſobliges me——the laauyer 
is witty upon the officer, who threatens him, | 
ba the mean time, day breaking upon us, diſcovered 
to one another the faces of their fellow-travellers ; 


and I had the good fortune to find my miſtreſs not quite 


ſo deformed nor diſagreeable as ſhe had been repreſented 
to me,—Her head, indeed, bore ſome reſemblance to a 
hatchet, the edge being repreſented by her face; but ſhe 
had a certain delicacy in her complexion, and a great 
deal of vivacity in her eyes, which were very large and 
black; and, though the protuberance of her breaſt, 
when conſidered alone, ſeemed to drag her forwards, it 
was eaſy to perceive an equivalent on her back, which 
balanced the other, and kept her body in equilibrio— 
On the whole, I thought I ſhould have great reaſon to 
congratulate myſelf, if it ſhould be my tate to poſleſs 
twenty thouſand pounds incumbered with ſuch a wife. 
I began therefore to deliberate about the moſt probable 
means of acquiring the conqueſt, and was fo much en- 
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T44 THE ADVENTURES OF 
groſſed by this idea, that I ſcarce took any notice of the 
reſt of the people in the coach, but revolved my proſpet 
in filence; while the converſation was maintained as be. 
= fore, by the object of my hopes, the ſon of Mars and 
_ the barriſter, who by this time had recollected himſelf, 
_ and talked in terms as much as ever.——At length a 
diſpute happened, which ended in a wager, to be deter. 
mined by me, who was ſo much abſorpt in contemplation, 
that I neither heard the reference nor the queſtion which 
was put to me by each in his turn, Affronted at my ſup. 
poſed contempt, the ſoldier, with great vociferation, 
ſwore, I was either dumb or deaf, if not both, and that 
I looked as if I could not ſay Boh to a gooſe.—Arouſed 
at this obſervation, I fixed my eyes upon him, and pro. 
nounced with emphaſis, the interjection Boh! Upon 
which he cocked his hat in a fierce manner, and cried, 
« Damme, Sir, what d'ye mean by that? Had 1 
intended to anſwer him, which, by the bye, was not my 
deſign, I ſhould have been anticipated by Miſs, who told 


him, my meaning was to ſhew that I could cry Boh! to w 
a gooſe; and laughed very heartily at my laconic reproof, fr 
— Her explanation and mirth did not help to appeaſe his m 
wrath, which broke out in ſeveral martial inſinuations; at 
ſuch as «© do not underſtand fuch freedoms, damme! T 
—— D—n my blood! I'm a gentleman, and bear the ni 
king's commiſſion.— Sblood! ſome people deſerve to tl 
have their noſes pulled for their impertinence. — I thought tl 
to have checked theſe ejaculations by a frown; becauiz cl 
he had talked ſo much of his valour, that I had long ago y! 
rated him an aſs in a lion's ſkin ; but this expedient did w 
not anſwer my expectation; he took umbrage at the con- & 
traction of my brows, ſwore he did not value my ſulky b 
look a fig's end, and. proteſted he feared no man breath- ir 
ing. —Miſs Snapper ſaid, ſhe was very glad to find her- ſe 
ſelf in company with a man of ſo much courage, who, tl 
ſhe did not doubt, would protect us all from the attempts Vi 
of highwaymen during our journey,—*« Make yourielf v 


perfectly eaſy on that head, Madam, (replied the officer; ) u 
J have got a pair of piſtols (here they are) which I took 


from a horſe officer at the battle of Dettingen they are 
| 85 | double 
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double loaded; and if any highwayman in England robs 
you of the value of a pin while -I have the honour of 


and being in your company, d—n my heart.” — When he 
alelt, had expreſſed himſelf in this manner, a prim gentlewo- 
"tha man, who had ſat ſilent hitherto, opened her mouth, 
eter. and ſaid, ſhe wondered how any man could be ſo rude as 
tion, to pull out ſuch weapons before ladies. C Damme, 
hich Madam, (cried the champion, ) if you are ſo much afraid 
ſup. at fight of a piſtol, how d'ye propoſe to ſtand fire, if 
ion, there ſhould be occaſion. She then told him, that if the 
that thought he could be ſo unmannerly as to uſe fire- arms in 
uſed her preſence, whatever might be the occaſion, ſhe would 
pro- get out of the coach immediately, and walk to the next 
pon village, where ſhe might procure a convenience to her- 
led, ſelf.— Before he could make any anſwer, my Dulcinea 
d [ interpoſed, and obſerved, that, far from being offended 
my at a gentleman's uſing his arms in his own defence, ſhe 


old thought herſelf very lucky in being along with one by 

to whole valour ſhe ſtood a good chance of ſaving herſelf 
of, from being rifled.-—The prude caſt a diſdainful look at 
his miſs, and ſaid, that people who have but little to loſe, 


53 are ſometimes the moſt ſolicitous about preſerving it.— 
Ne! The old lady was affronted at this inuendo, and took 
the notice, that people ought to be very well informed before 
to they ſpeak flightingly of other people's fortunes, leſt 
ht they diſcover their own envy, and make themſelves ridi- 
i culous. The daughter declared, that ſne did not pretend to 
8⁰ vie with any body in point of riches; and if the lady, 
id who inſiſted upon non-reſiftance, would promiſe to in- 


N- demnify us all for the loſs we ſhould ſuſtain, ſhe would 
be one of the firſt to purſuade the captain to ſubmiſſion, 
in caſe we ſhould be attacked. —To this propoſal, rea- 
ſonable as it was, the reſerved lady made no other reply, 
than a ſcornful glance, and a toſs of her head. I was 
very well pleaſed with the ſpirit of my miſtreſs; and even 


if wiſhed for an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing my courage 
) under her eye, which I believed could not fail of pre- 
& poſſeſſing her in my favour; when, all of a ſudden, 
; Strap rode up to the coach-door, and told us in a great 


fright, that two men on horſeback were croſſing the 
8 ; * N 3 heath 
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heath (for by this time we had paſſed Hounſlow) and 
made directly towards us. This piece of information 
was no ſooner delivered, than Mrs. Snapper began to 
ſcream, her daughter grew pale, the wn 0 lady pulled 
out her purſe to be in readineſs, the lawyer's teeth chat- 
tered, while he pronounced, *T'is no matter—we'll ſue 
the county, and recover.” — The captain gave evident 
ſigns of confuſion; and I, after having commanded the 


coachman to ſtop, opened the door, jumped out, and in- 


hut finding him back- 
ward and aſtoniſhed, I took his piſtols, and, giving 
them to Strap, who had by this time alighted, and trem- 
bled very much, I mounted on horſeback; and taking 
my own (which I could better depend upon) from the 
holſters, cocked them both, and faced the robbers, who 
were now Very near us. Seeing me ready to oppole them 
on horſeback, and another man armed atoot, they made 
a halt at ſome diſtance to reconnoitre us, and, after hav- 
ing rode round us twice, myſelf ſtill facing about as 
they rode, went off the ſame way they came, at a hand 
gallop. A gentleman's ſervant coming up with a horle 
at the ſame time, I offered him a crown to aſſiſt me in 
purſuing them, which he no ſooner accepted, than I 
armed him with the officer's piſtols, and we galloped 
after the thieves, who, truſting to the ſwittneſs of their 
horſes, ſtopped till we came within ſhot of them, and 


vited the warrior to follow me. 


then firing at us, put their nags to the full ſpeed, —We 


followed them as faſt as our beaſts could carry us, but, 
not being ſo well mounted as they, our efforts would 
have been to little purpoſe, had not the horſe of one of 
them ſtumbled, and thrown his rider with ſuch violence 
over his head, that he lay ſenſeleſs, when we came up, 
and was taken without the leaſt oppoſition; while his 
comrade confulted his own ſafety in flight, without re- 
garding the diſtreſs of his friend. We ſcarce had time 
to make ourſelves maſters of his arms, and tie*his hands 
together, before he recovered his ſenſes; when, learning 
his ſituation, he affected ſurpriſe, demanded to know by 
what authority we uſed a gentleman in that manner, and 
had the impudence to threaten us with, a proſecution for 
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fobbery.— In the mean time we perceived Strap coming 
up with a crowd of people, armed with different kinds 
of weapons; and among the reſt a farmer, who no ſooner 
perceived the thief whom we had ſecured, than he cried 
with great emotion, . There's the fellow who robbed 
me an hour ago, of twenty pounds in a canvaſs bag. 
Ile was immediately ſearched, and the money found 
exactly as it had been deſcribed: Upon which, we com- 
mitted him to the charge of the countryman, who car- 
ried him to the town of Hounſlow, which it ſeems the 
farmer had alarmed: and. IJ, having ſatisfied the foot- 
man for his trouble, according to promiſe, returned with 
Strap to the coach, where I found the captain and law- 
yer buſy in adminiſtering ſmelling bottles and cordials 
to the grave lady, who had gone into a fit at the noiſe 
of the firing. 

When J had taken my ſeat, Miſs Snapper, who from 
the coach had ſeen every thing that happened, made me 
a compliment on my behaviour, and ſaid, ſhe was glad 
to ſee me returned, without having received any injury. 
Her mother too owned herſelf obliged to my reſolution ; 
and the lawyer told me, that I was entitled by act of 
parliament to a reward of forty pounds, for having ap- 
prehended a highwayman.—The ſoldier obſerved, with 
a countenance in which impudence and ſhame ſtruggling, 
produced ſome diſorder, that if I had not been in ſuch 
a damned hurry to get out of the coach, he would have 
ſecured the rogues effectually, without all this buſtle and 
lols of time, by a ſcheme, which my heat and precipi- 
tation ruined.— For my own part, (continued he,) I 
am always extremely cool on theſe occaſions.””—** So it 
appeared, by your trembling,” (ſaid the young lady.) 
— Death and damnation, (cried he,) your ſex pro- 
tets you, Madam: if any man on earth durſt tell me 
ſo much, I'd ſend him to hell, d—n my heart! in an 
nſtant.” —So ſaying, he fixed his eyes upon me, and 
aked if J had ſeen him tremble ?”—I anſwered, with- 
Ut heſitation, 4 Yes.” © Damme, Sir, (ſaid he,) d'ye 
doubt my courage? —I replied, Very much.” —This 
&claration quite diſconcerted him, He looked _— 
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and pronounced with a faultering voice, „O! *tis very bee 
well——d—n my blood! I ſhall find a time.” —T ſigni. 
fied my contempt of him, by thruſting my tongue in my bei 
cheek, which humbled him ſo much, that he ſcarce ſwore me 
another oath aloud during the whole journey. cor 
The preciſe lady, having recruited her ſpirits by the vit 
help of ſome ſtrong waters, began a ſoliloquy, in which 1s 
ſhe wondered that any man, who pretended to maintain we 
the character of a gentleman, could, for the ſake of .a er) 
little paultry coin, throw perſons of honour into ſuch rat 
quandaries as might endanger their lives; and profeſſed MW mar 
her ſurpriſe that women were not aſhamed to commend MM ter! 
ſuch brutality. At the ſame time vowing, that, for the V 
future, ſhe would never ſet foot in a ſtage coach, if a fat, 
private convenience could be had for love or money. as V 
Nettled at her remark, I took the ſame methed of to w 
conveying my ſentiments, and wondered in my turn, that WW As. 
any woman of common ſenſe, ſhould be ſo unreaſonable }W more 
as to expect that people, who had neither acquaintance for 1 
nor connexion with her, would tamely allow themſelves WM her x 
to be robbed and mal- treated, merely to indulge her ca- The 
pricious humour. I likewiſe confeſſed my attoniſhment order 
at her inſolence and ingratitude in taxing a perſon with ther 
brutality, who deſerved her approbation and acknow- by th 
ledgment; and vowed, that if ſhe ſhould be aſſaultel N each 
again, I would leave her to the mercy of the ſpoiler, reer. 
that ſhe might know the value of my protection. with ; 
This perſon of honour did not think fit to carry on the  ceclai 
altercation any further, but ſeemed to chew thg cud of never 
her reſentment, with the creſt-fallen captain, while I fore. 
entered into diſcourſe with my charmer, who was th conce; 
more pleaſed with my converſation, as ſhe had conceived and af 
a very indifferent opinion of my intelle&s from my for- Vrtue 
mer filence. I ſhould have had cauſe to be equally ſati-· ¶ repliec 
fied with the ſprightlineſs of her genius, could ſhe hae convey 
curbed her imagination with judgment; but the laboural_]hf tail. — 
under ſuch a profuſion of talk, that I dreaded her vnrulf barriſt 
tongue, and felt by anticipation the horrors of an eter-· ¶ Seat d 
nal clack! However, when J conſidered the joys at- fellow. 


tending the poſſeſſion of twenty thouſand 3 | 
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forgot her imperfections, ſeized occaſion by the fore- 
lock, and endeavoured to infinuate myſelf into her af- 
fection.— The careful mother kept a ftrit watch over 
ny ber; and though ſhe could not help behaving civilly to 
ore ne, took frequent opportunities of diſcouraging our 

communication, by reprimanding her for being ſo free 
the WI with ſtrangers, and telling her ſhe muſt learn to ſpeak 
ich less, and think more.—Abridged of the uſe of ſpeech, 
ain ve converſed with our eyes, and I found the young lady 
f.a very eloquent in this kind of diſcourſe. In ſhort, I had 
ach WJ reaſon to believe that ſhe was fick of the old gentlewo- 
fs man's tuition, and that I ſhould find it no difficult mat- 
end IM ter to ſuperſede her authority. 
the When we arrived at the place were we were to break- 
f 2M faſt, I alighted, and helped my miſtreſs out of the coach, 

as well as her mother, who called for a private room, 
| of MW to which they withdrew, in order to eat by themſelves. 
that As they retired together, I perceived that miſs had got 
able more twiſts from nature than I had before obſerved ; 
ance Ml for ſhe was bent ſideways, in the figure of an S, ſo that 
les her progreſſion very much reſembled that of a crab.— 
ca- MW The prude alſo choſe the captain for her meſs- mate, and 
nent ordered breakfaſt for two only to be brought into ano- 
with ther ſeparate room; while the lawyer and I, deſerted 
on- by the reſt of the company, were fain to put up with 
ted each other. I was a good deal chagrined at the ſtately 
iler, MI reſerve of Mrs. Snapper, who I thought did not uſe me 

with all the complaiſance I deſerved; and my companion 
the declared, he had been a traveller for twenty years, and 
d of never knew the ſtage- coach rules ſo much infringed be- 
ile I fore. As for the honourable gentlewoman, I could not 
the conceive the meaning of her attachment to the lieutenant ; 
vel nd aſked the lawyer if he knew for which of the ſoldier's 
for- virtues ſhe admired him! The counſellor facetiouily 
til: replied, I ſuppoſe the lady knows him to be an able 
have cenveyancer, and wants him to make a ſettlement in 
arc fail.” —I could not help laughing at the archneſs of the 
roly MM barriſter, who entertained me during breakfaſt with a 
eter · ¶ great deal of wit of the ſame kind, at the expence of our 
at- kellow-travellers; and among other things ſaid, he was 
„ I ſorry 
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forry to find the young lady ſaddled with ſuch incum- 
brances. 

When we had made an end of our repaſt, and paid 
our reckoning, we went into the coach, took our places, 
and bribed the driver with ſixpence, to revenge us on the 
reſt of his fare, by hurrying them away in the midit of 
theirmeal.— This taſk he performed to our ſatisfaction, 
after he had diſturbed their enjoyment with his importu- 
nate clamour.— The mother and daughter obeyed the 
ſummons firſt, and, coming to the coach-door, were obliged 


to deſire the coachman's aſliſtance to get in, becauſe the 
lawyer and I had agreed to ſhew our reſentment by our 


neglect.— They were no ſooner ſeated, than the captain 
appeared as much heated as if he had been purſued a 
dozen miles by an enemy ; and immediately after him 
came the lady, not without ſome marks of diſorder.— 
Having helped her up, he entered himſelf, growling 3 
few oaths againſt the coachman, for his impertinent in- 
terruption ; and the lawyer comforted him, by ſaying, 


that if he had ſuffered a aii prius through the obſtinacy 
of the defendant, he might have an opportunity to join 


iſſue at the next ſtage. This laſt expreſſion gave offence 
to the grave gentlewoman, who told him, it ſhe was a 
man, ſhe would make him repent of ſuch obſcenity, and 
thanked God ſhe had never been in ſuch company before. 
At this inſinuation, the captain thought himſelf under 
a neceſſity of eſpouſing the lady's cauſe ; and accordingly 
threatened to cut off the lawyer's ears, it he ſhould give 


his tongue any ſuch liberties for the future.— The poor 


eounſcllor begged pardon, and univerſal filence enſued, 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

I reſolwe to ingratiate myſelf with the mother, and am fa- 
woured by accident—the preciſe lady finds her huſband, 
and quits the coach—the captain is diſappointed of his 
dinner 9e arrive at Bath ] accompany Miſs Snap- 
per to the long room, where ſhe is attacked by Beau 
, and turns the laugh againſt him I make love 


to her, and receive a check—ſquire her to an aſſembly, 


erhere I am bleſt with a fight of my dear Narciſſa, 
which diſcompoſes me ſo much, that Miſs Snapper, ob- 
© ſerving my diſorder, is at ſome pains to diſcover the cauſe 


is piqued at the occaſion, and in our way home pays me 


a ſarcaſtic compliment] am met by Miſs Wiltams, 
«vho is maid and configante of Narafſſa—ſhe acquaints 


me with her lady's regard for me, while under the 


diſguiſe of a ſervant, and deſcribes the tranſports of 
Narcaſſa on ſeeing me at the aſſembly in the character of 
a gentleman—1 am ſurpriſed with an account of ber 
aunt's marriage, and make an appointment to meet 
Miſs Wiltams next day. | 
URING this unſocial interval, my pride and intereſt 
maintained a ſevere conflict on the ſubject of Miſs 
Snapper; whom the one repreſented as unworthy of no- 
tice, and the other propoſed as the object of my whole 
attention. The advantages and diſadvantages attend- 
ing ſuch a match, were oppoſed to one another by m 
imagination; and at length my judgment gave it 15 
much in favour of the firſt, that I reſolved to proſecute 
my ſcheme with all the addreſs in my power.—I thought 


I perceived ſome concern in her countenance, occaſioned , 


by my filence, which ſhe no doubt imputed to my difguit 
at her mother's behaviour; and, as I believed the old 
woman could not fail of aſcribing my muteneſs to the 
{ame motive, I determined to continue that ſullen con- 
duct towards her, and fall upon tome other method of 
manifeſting my eſteem for the daughter: nor was it dif- 
ficult for me to make her acquainted with my ſentiments 
by the expreſſion of my locks, which I modelled into 
the characters of humility and love; and which were 
anſwered by her with all the ſympathy and 3 
4 I cou 
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I could deſire. But when I began to conſider, that, with. 
out further opportunities of improving my fucceſs, all 
the progreſs I had hitherto made would not much ayail, 
and that ſuch opportunities could not be enjoyed without 
the mother's permiſſion, I concluded it would be requi. 
ſite to vanquiſh her coldneſs and ſuſpicion by my aſſidu- 
ities and reſpectful behaviour on the road; and ſhe would 
in all likelihood invite me to viſit her at Bath, where! 
did not fear of being able to cultivate her acquaintance 
as much as would be neceſſary to the accompliſhment of 
my purpoſe. And indeed, accident furniſhed me with an 
opportunity of obliging her ſo much, that ſhe could not, 
with any appearance of good manners, forbear to gratity 
my inclination, „ 
When we arrived at our dining- place, we found all 
the eatables in the inn beſpoke by a certain nobleman, 
who had got the ſtart of us; and in all likeljhood my 
miſtreſs and her mother muſt have dined with Duke 
Humphrey, had I not exerted myſelf in their behalf, and 
bribed the landlord with a glaſs of wine, to curtail his 
lordſhip's entertainment of a couple of fowls and ſome 
bacon, which I ſent with my compliments to the ladies. 
They accepted my treat with a great many thanks, and 
deſired J would favour them with my company at din- 
ner, where I amuſed the old gent lewoman ſo ſucceſsfully, 
by maintaining a ſeemingly diſintereſted eaſe, in the 
midſt of my civility, that ſhe fignified a deſire of being 
better acquainted, and hoped I would be ſo kind as to 
ſee her ſometimes at Bath.—While I enjoyed myſelf in 
this manner, the preciſe lady had the good fortune to 


meet with her huſband, who was no other than gentle- | 


man, or, in other words, valet de chambre to the very 
nobleman, whoſe coach ſtood at the door. Proud of the 
intereſt ſhe had in the houſe, ſhe affected to ſhew her 
power by introducing the captain to her ſpouſe, as a 
perſon who had treated her with great civility; upon 
which he.was invited to a ſhare of their dinner ; white 
the poor lawyer, finding himſelf utterly abandoned, made 
application to me, and was, through my interceſſion, ad- 
mitted into our company.—Having ſatisfied our appe- 
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tites, and made ourſelves merry at the expence of the 

rſon of honour, the civil captain, and complaiſant 

uſband, I did myſelf the pleaſure of diſcharging the 
bill by ſtealth, for which J received a great many apo- 
logies and acknowledgments from my gueſts, and we 
reimbarked at the firit warning. The officer was ob. 
liged, at laſt, to appeaſe his hunger with a luncheon of 
bread and cheeſe, and a. pint bottle of brandy, which 
he diſpatched in the coach, curling the inappetence of his 
lordſhip, who had ordered dinner to be put back a whole 
hour. - | | 

Nothing remarkable happened during the remaining 
part of our journey, which was finiſhed next day, when 
J waited on the ladies to the houſe of a relation, in 
which they intended to lodge, and, paſting that night at 
the inn, took lodgings in the morning for myſelf. 

The forenoon was ſpent in viſiting every thing that 
was worth ſeeing in the place, in company with a gen- 
tleman to whom Banter had given me a letter of intro- 
duction ; and in the afternoon I waited on the ladies, 
and found Miſs a good deal indiſpoſed with the fatigue 
of the journey.—As they foreſaw they ſhould have oc- 
caſion for a male acquaintance to ſquire them at all pub- 
lic places, I was received with great cordiality, and had 
the mother's commiſſion to conduct them next day to 
the long room, which we no ſooner entered, than the 
eyes of every body preſent were turned upon us; and 
when we had ſuffered the martyrdom of their looks for 
ſome time, a whiſper circulated at our expence, which 
was accompanied with many contemptuous {miles, and 
tittering obſervations, to my utter ſhame and confuſion. 
—[ did not fo much conduct as follow my charge to a 
place, where ſhe ſeated her mother and herſelf with aſton- 


| thing compoſure, notwithſtanding the unmannerly be- 


baviour of the whole company, which ſeemed to be 
aſſumed merely to put her out of countenance.— The ce- 
lebrated Mr. N—h, who commonly attends in this place 
as maſter of the ceremonies, perceiving the diſpoſition of 
the aſſembly, took upon himſelf the taſk of gratifying 
weir ill nature ſtill further, by expoſing my miſtreſs to 
VoL.II. 39 O the 
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the edge of his wit. —With this view he approached us, 
with many bows and grimaces, and, after having wel- 
comed Miſs Snapper to the place, aſked her, in the hear. 
ing of all preſent, if ſhe could inform him of the name 
of Toby's dog.— I was ſo much incenſed at his inſo- 
lence, that I ſhould certainly have kicked him where he 
ſtood, without ceremony, had not the young lady pre- 
vented the effects of my indignation, by replying, with 
the utmoſt vivacity, © His name was N—h, and an im- 
pudent dog he was. This repaftee, ſo unexpected and 
juſt, raiſed ſuch an univerſal laugh at the aggreſſor, that 
all his affurance was inſufficient to ſupport him under 
their deriſion; ſo that after he had endeavoured to com- 
poſe himſelf, by taking ſnuff, and forcing a ſmile, he 
was obliged to ſneak off in a very ludicrous attitude; 
while my Dulcinea was applauded to the ſkies for the 
brilliancy of her wit, and her acquaintance immediately 
courted by the beſt people of both ſexes in the room. 
This event, with which I was infinitely pleaſed at firſt, 
did not fail of alarming me, upon further reflection, 
when J conſidered that the more ſhe was careſſed by per- 
ſons of diſtinction, the more her pride would be in- 
flamed, and conſequently the obſtacles. to my ſucceſs 
multiplied and enlarged. Nor were my preſaging tears 
untrue.—That very night I perceived her a little intoxi- 
cated with the incenſe the had received, and, though ſhe 
{till behaved with a particular civility to me, I forelaw 
that, as ſoon as her tortune ſhould be known, ſhe would 
be ſurrounded with a ſwarm of admirers, ſome one of 
whom might poſſibly, by exceliing me in point of wealth, 
or in the arts of flattery and ſcandal, ſupplant me in her 
eſteem, and find means to make the mother of his party. 
II reſolved therefore to loſe no time, and being invited 
to ſpend the evening with them, found an opportunity, 
in ſpite of the old gentlewoman's vigilance, to explam 
the meaning of my glances in the coach, by paying 
homage to her wit, and profeſſing myſelf enamoured ot 
| het perſon. —She bluſhed at my declaration, and in a fa- 
vourable manner diſapproved of the liberty I had taken, 
putting me in mind of our being ſtrangers to cach _ 
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and defiring I would not be the means of interrupting 
our acquaintance by any ſuch unſeatonable ſtrokes of 
gallantry for the future.—My ardour was effectually 
checked by this reprimand, which was, however, deli- 


vered in ſuch a gentle manner, that I had no cauſe to be 


diſobliged; and the arrival of her mother relieved me 
from a dilemma in which I ſhould not have known how 
to demean myſelf a minute longer. Neither could I re- 
fume the eaſineſs of carriage with which I came in: my 
miſtreſs acted on the reſerve ; and the converſation begin- 
ning to flag, the old lady introduced her kinſwoman of 
the houſe, and propoſed a hand at whilſt. 6 
While we amuſed ourſelves at this diverſion, I under- 
ſtood from the gentlewoman that there was to be an aſ- 
ſembly next night, at which I begged to have the honour 
of dancing with Miſs. She thanked me for the favour 
I intended her, aſſured me ſhe never did dance, but ſig- 
nified a defire of ſeeing the company ; when I offered my 
ſervice, which was accepted; not a little proud of being 
exempted from appearing with her in a ſituation that, 
notwithſtanding my profeſſion to the contrary, was not 
at all agreeable to my inclination. 

Having * and continued the game till ſuch time 
as the ſucceſſive yawns of the mother warned me to be 
gone, I took my leave, and went home, where I made 
Strap very happy with an account of my progreſs.— 
Next day I put on my gayelt apparel, and went to drink 
tea at Mrs. Snapper's, according to appointment, when 
J found, to my inexpreſſible ſatisfaction,. that ſhe was 
Jaid up with the tooth-ach, and that Miſs was to be en- 
truſted to my carg,—Accordingly we ſet out for the 
ball- room pretty early in the evening, and took poſſeſſion 
of a commodious place, where we had not ſat longer 
than a quarter of an hour, when a gentleman, dreſſed 
in a green frock, came in, leading a young lady, whom 
I immediately diſcovered to be the adorable Narciſſa! 
Good heaven! what were the thrillings of my ſoul at 
that inſtant! my reflection was overwhelmed with a tor- 
rent of agitation ! my heart throbbed with ſurpriſing vio- 
knce! a ſudden mitt overſpread my eyes! my ears were 


Q 2 invaded 


* 


156 THE ADVENTURES OF 


invaded with a dreadful ſound! I panted for want of t 
breath, and in ſhort was for ſome moments entranced! 2 
his firſt tumult ſubſiding, a crowd of flattering ideas v 
ruſhed upon my imagination : every thing that was ſoft, j 
ſenſible and engaging in the character of that dear crea. N 
ture recurred to my remembrance ; and every favourable j+ 
circumſtance of my own qualifications appeared in all c 
the aggravation of ſelf-conceit to heighten my expecta- n 
tion Neither was this tranſport of long duration : the fi 
dread of her being already diſpoſed of intervened, and 0 
overcaſt my enchanting reverie! My preſaging appre- te 
henſion repreſented her encircled in the arms of ſome h; 
happy rival, and of conſequence for ever loſt to me! I al 
was ſtung with this ſuggeſtion, and believing the perſon ſo 


who conducted her to be the huſband of this amiable m 
young lady, already devoted him to my fury, and ſtood pc 


up to mark him for my vengeance ; when I recollected, to 
to my unſpeakable joy, her brother, the fox-hunter, in ar 
the perſon of her gallant. Undeceived ſo much to my m 
ſatisfaction in this particular, I gazed in a phrenzy of to 
delight on the irreſiſtible charms of his ſiſter, who no di 
ſooner diftiuguiſhed me in the crowd, than her evident an 
confuſion afforded a happy omen to my flame.——At de 
fight of me ſhe ſtartled, the roſes inſtantly vaniſhed from in 
her poliſhed cheeks, and returned in a moment with a (i: 
double glow that overſpread her lovely neck, while her as 
enchanting boſom heaved with ſtrong emotion. I hailed in 
theſe favourable ſymptoms, and lying in wait for her tle 


looks, did homage with my eyes. She ſeemed to approve Cb 
my declaration, by the complacency of her aſpect; and I 1 
was ſo tranſported with her diſcovery, that more than any 


once J was on the point of making up to her, to diſcloſe loy 
the throbbings of my heart in perſon, had not that profound 
veneration which her preſence always inſpired, reſtrained une 
the unſeaſonable impulſe.— All my powers being in- ing 
groſſed in this manner, it may eaſily be imagined how hay 
21] T entertained Miſs Snapper, on whom I could not now hea 
turn my eyes, without making compariſons very little anc 
to her advantage. —It was not even in my power to re- tio) 

wa. 


turn diftinct anſwers to the queſtions ſhe alked me from 
: | time 
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time to time, ſo that ſhe could not help obſerving my 
abſence of mind; and having a turn for obſervation, 
watched my glances, and tracing them to the divine ob- 
ject, diſcovered the cauſe of my diſorder.— That ſhe 
might, however, be convinced of the truth of her con- 
jecture, ſhe began to interrogate me with regard to Nar- 
ciſſa, and, notwithſtanding all my endeavours to diſguiſe 
my ſentiments, perceived my attachment by my confu- 
fon.,—Upon which ſhe aſſumed a ſtatelineſs of behavi- 
our, and ſat ſilent during the remaining part of the en- 
tertainment.— At any other time, her ſuſpicion would 
have alarmed me; but now I was elevated by my paſſion 
above every other conſideration.— The miſtreſs of my 
ſoul having retired with her brother, I diſcovered fo 
much uneatineſs at my ſituation, that Miſs Snapper pro- 
poſed to go home; and, while I conducted her to a chair, 
told me ſhe had too great a regard tor me to keep me 
any longer in torment.—I teigned ignorance of her 
meaning, and, having ſeen her ſafely at her lodgings, 
took my leave, and went home in an ecſtaſy, where I 
diſcloſed every thing that had happened to my confident 
and humble ſervant, Strap, who did not reliſh the acci- 
dent ſo well as I expected ; and obſerved, that a bird 
in hand is worth two in the buſn.—“ But howſoever 
(laid he) you know beſt—you know beſt. —Next day, 
as I went to the pump-room, in hopes of ſeeing or hear- 
ing ſome tidings of my fair enſlaver, I was met by a gen- 
tlewoman, who, having looked hard at me, cried, O 
Chriſt! Mr. Random !”* Surpriſed at this exclamation, 
I examined the countenance of the perion who ſpoke, 
and immediately recognized my old iweetheart and fel- 
low-ſufferer, Miſs Williams. | | 

I was mightily pleaſed to find this unfortunate woman 
under ſuch a decent appearance, profeſſed my joy at ſee- 
ing her ſo well, and deſired to know where I ſhould 
have the pleaſure of her converſation. She was as 
heartily rejoiced at the apparent eaſmeſs of my fortune, 
and gave me to know, that ſhe, as yet, had no habita- 
tion that the could properly call her own ; but would 
wait on me at any place I ſhould pleaſe to appoint.— 
O 3 Underſtanding 
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Underſtanding that ſhe was engaged for the preſent, 1 
ſhewed her the way to my own lodgings, where, after a 
very affectionate ſalutation, ſhe intormed me of her be. 

ing very happy in the ſervice of a young lady, to whom 
| the was recommended by a former miſtreſs deceaſed, into 
whoſe family ſhe had recommended herſelf by the honeſt 
deceit we had concerted while ſhe lived with me in the 
garret at London.—She then expreſſed a vehement de- 
hire to be acquainted with the viciſſitudes of my life 
fince we parted, and excuſed her curiolity on account of 
the concern jhe had for my intereſt, —I torthwith grati- 
ned her requeſt, and, when I deſcribed my ſituation in 
Suſlex, perceived her to attend to my ſtory with parti. 
cular eagerneſs. She interrupted me, when I had finiſhed *© 
that period, with, © Good God! is it poſſible! 
and then begged I would be ſo good as to continue my 
relation; which I did as briefly as I could, burning 
with impatience to know the caule of her ſurpriſe, about 
which I had already formed a very intereſting conjec- 
ture—When I had brought my adventures down to the 
preſent day, ſhe ſeemed very much affected with the dif- 
ferent circumſtances of my fortune; and ſaying, with a 
ſmile, ſhe believed my diſtreſſes were now at a period, 
proceeded to inform me, that the lady whom ſhe ſerved 
was no other than the charming Narciſſa, who had ho- 
noured her with her confidence tor ſome time; in conſe- 
quence of which truſt, ſhe had often repeated the ſtory 
of John Brown with great admiration and regard ; that 
ſhe loved to dwell upon the particulars of his character, 
and did not ſcruple to own a tender approbation of his 
flame.—I became delirious at this piece of intelligence, 
ſtrained Miſs Williams in my embrace, called her the 
angel of my happineſs, and acted ſuch extravagances, 
that ſhe might have been convinced of my ſincerity, had 
ſhe not been ſatisfied of my honour before. As ſoon as 
J was in a condition to yield attention, the deſcribed the 
preſent ſituation of her miſtreſs, who had no ſooner 
reached her lodgings the night before, than ſhe cloſetted 
her, and, in a rapture. of joy, gave her to know, that 
ſhe had ſeen me at the ball, where I appeared in the 

| character 
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character which ſhe always thought my due, with ſuch 
advantage of trans formation, that, unleſs my image had 
been engraven on her heart, it would have been impoſ- 
ſible to know me for the perſon who had worn her aunt's 
livery ;—that, by the language of my eyes, ſhe was 
aſſured of the continuance of my paſſion for her, and 
conſequently of my being unengaged to any other; and 
that, tho* ſhe did not doubt I would ſpeedily fall upon 
ſome method of being introduced, ſhe was ſo impatieft 
to hear of me, that ſhe (Miſs Williams) had been ſent 
abroad this very morning, on purpoſe to learn the name 
and character I at preſent bore. - My boſom had been 
hitherto a ſtranger to ſuch a flood of joy as now ruſhed 
upon it : My faculties were overborn by the tide: It 
was ſome time before I could open my mouth, and much 
longer ere I could utter a coherent ſentence. —At length, 
I fervently requeſted her to lead me immediately to the 
object of my adoration : But ſhe reſiſted my importunity, 
and explained the danger of ſuch premature conduct. 
« How favourable ſoever (ſaid ſhe) my lady's inclina- 
tion towards you may be, you may depend upon it, ſhe 
will not commit the ſmalleſt treſpaſs on decorum, either 
in diſcloſing her own, or in receiving a declaration of 
your paſſion ; and although the great veneration I have 
for you, has prompted me to reveal what ſhe communi- 
cated to me in confidence, I know ſo well the ſeverity of 
her ſentiments with reſpect to the punctilios of her ex, 
that, if ſhe ſhould learn the leaſt ſurmiſe of it, ſhe would 
not only diſmiſs me as a wretch unworthy of her bene- 
volence, but alſo for ever ſhun the efforts of your love.” 
I aſſented to the juſtneſs of her remonſtrance, and de- 
hired the would aſſiſt me with her advice and direction: 
upon which, it was concerted between us, that, for the 
preſent, I ſhould be content with her telling Narciſſa, 
that, in the courſe of her inquiries, ſhe could only Jearn 
my name: and that if, in a day or two, I could fall up- 
on m other method of being introduced to her miſtreſs, 
ſhe would deliver a letter from me, on pretence of con- 
ſulting her happineſs ; and ſay, that I met her in the 
kreet, and bribed her to this piece of ſervice. Matters, 
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being thus adjuſted, I kept my old acquaintance to 
breakfaſt, and learned from her converſation, that my 
rival, Sir Timothy, had drunk himſelf into an apoplexy, 
of which he died five months ago; that the ſavage was 
ſtill unmarried ; and that his aunt had been ſcized with 
a whim which he little expected, and choſen the ſchool- 
maſter of the pariſh for her lord and huſband: but, ma- 
trimony not agreeing with her conſtitution, ſhe had 
been hectic and dropſical a good while, and was now at 
Bath, in order to drink the waters for the recovery of 
her health; that her niece had accompanied her thither 
at her requeſt, and attended her with the ſame affection 
as before, notwithſtanding the miſtake the had com- 
mitted : and that her nephew, who had been exaſperated 
at the loſs of her fortune, did not give his attendance 
out of good will, but purely to have an eye on his ſiſter, 
left ſhe ſhould likewiſe throw herſelf away without his 
conſent or approbation-—Having enjoyed ourſelves in 
this manner, and made an aſſignation to meet next day 
at a certain place, Miſs Williams took her leave; and 
Strap's looks being very inquiſitive about the nature of 
the communication ſubſiſting between us, I made him 
acquainted with the whole affair, to his great aftoniſh- 
ment and ſatisfaction. 
HAT. 
T become acquainted with Narcaſſa's brother, aubo inwites 
me to his houſe wwhere I am introduced to that ador- 


able creature. fler dinner, the ſquire retires to tale 
his naß Freeman, gueſſing the ſituation of my thoughts, . 


evithdraws likewiſe, on pretence of buſineſs ! de- 
 elare my paſſion to Naraſſa am well received—— 

charmed with ber conver ation. the ſquire detains us 
zo ſupper I elude his de/ign by a ſtratagem, and get 

home ſober. | | 

N the afternoon, I drank tea at the houſe of Mr. Free- 
man, to whom I had been recommended by Banter; 
where I had not ſat five minutes, till the fox-hunter 
came in, and, by his familiar behaviour, appeared to be 
intimate with my friend—T was at firſt under ſome con- 
gern, leſt he ſhould recolle& my features; but _ I 
un 
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fund myſelf introduced to him as a gentleman from 
London, without being diſcovered, I bleſſed the oppor- 
tunity that brought me into his company ; hoping that, 
was Win the courſe of our acquaintance, he would invite me 
vith oo his houſe—Nor were my hopes fruſtrated ; for as we 
ol. bent the evening together, he grew extremely fond of 
ma. Iny converſation, aſked a great many childiſh queſtions 
had bout France, and other foreign parts; and feemed fo 
wat Ml tighly entertained with my anſwers, that in his cups, he 
y of book me often by the hand, pronounced me an honeſt 
ther {Wfllow, and in fine deſired our company at dinner next 
tion day in his own houſe. My imagination was ſo much 
om- MWenployed in anticipating the happineſs I was to enjoy 
ated MW next day, that I flept very little that night; but, riſing 
ince arly in the morning, went to the place appointed, where 
ſer, met my ſhe friend, and imparted to her my ſucceſs 
vith the ſquire.—She was much pleaſed at the occaſion, 
which (ſhe ſaid) could not fail of being agreeabie to 
Narciſſa, who, in ſpite of her paſſion for me, had men- 
tioned ſome ſcruples relating to my true ſituation and 
character, which the delicacy of her ſentiments ſug- 
reſted, and which ſhe believed I would find it neceſſary 
iſh- {MW remove, though ſhe did not know how. I was a good 
deal ſtartled at this infinuation, becauſe I foreſaw the 
lificulty T ſhould find in barely doing myſelf juſtice z 
utes bor, although it never was my intention to impoſe my- 
tor- if upon any woman, much leis on Narcifla, as a man 
ale Wt fortune, I laid claim te the character of a gentleman, 
his, ty birth, education, and behaviour; and yet (fo unlucky 
de- lad the circumſtances of my life fallen out) I ſhould 
— Wd it a very hard matter to make good my pretenſions 
s 75 cen to theſe, eſpecially to the laſt, which was the molt 
get edential.—Miſs Williams was as {enfible as I, of this 
ny diſadvantage ; but comforted me with obſerving, 
ree - that when once a woman has beſtowed her affections on 
er; a man, ſhe cannot help judging of him, in all reſpects, 
iter N Vith a partiality eaſily influenced in his favour : ſhe re- 
be marked, that, although ſome ſituations of my liſe had 
on- been low, yet none of them had been infamous; that my 


n I WF wigence had been the crime, not of me, but of Oe 5 
2 a al 


162 THE ADVENTURES OF 
and that the miſeries I had undergone, by improving the 
faculties both of mind and body, qualified me the more 
for any dignified ſtation ; and would of conſequence re. 
commend me to the good graces of any ſenſible woman, 
he therefore adviſed me to be always open and unre- 
ſerved to the inquiries of my miſtreſs, without unne- 
ceſſarily betraying the meaneſt occurrences of my fate, 
and truſt to the ſtrength of her love and reflection for the 
reſt, —The ſentiments of this ſenſible young woman on 
this, as well as on almoſt every other ſubject, perfectly 
agreed with mine: I thanked her for the care ſhe took 
of my intereſts, and promiſing to behave myſelf accord. 
ing to her direction, we parted, after ſhe had affured 
me, that I might depend upon her beſt offices with her 
miſtreſs, and that ſhe would, from time to time, com- 
municate to me ſuch intelligence as ſhe ſhould procure, 
relating to my flame.—Having dreſſed myſelf toche beſt 
advantage, I waited for the time of dinner with the moſt 
fearful impatience : and as the hour drew nigh, my heart 
beat with ſuch increaſed velocity, and my ſpirits con- 
tracted ſuch diſorder, that I began to ſuſpect my reſo- 
Jution, and even to wiſh myſelf diſengaged. —At laſt 
Mr. Freeman called at my lodgings, in his way, and I 
accompanied him to the houſe where all my happiness 
was depoſited.— We were very kindly received by the 
ſquire, who ſat ſmoaking his pipe in a parlour, and 
aſked if we choſe to drink any thing before dinner: tho 
I never had more occaſion for a cordial, I was aſhamed 
to accept his offer, which was alſo refuſed by my friend. 
We ſat down, however, and entered into converſation, 


which laſted half an hour, ſo that I had time to recol- 


lect myſelf; and (ſo capricious were my thoughts) eren 


to hope that Narcifla would not appear—when, all of a 
ſudden, a ſervant coming in, gave us notice that dinner 
was upon the table—and my perturbation returned with 
ſuch violence, that I could ſcarce conceal it from the 
company as I aſcended the ſtair-caſe.—When I entered 
the dining-room, the firſt object that ſaluted my raviſhed 
eyes was the divine Narciſſa, bluſhing like Aurora, 
- adorned with all the graces that meekneſs, n 
N an 
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nd beauty can diffuſe! I was ſeized with a giddineſs, 
my knees tottered, and I ſcarce had ftrength enough 
to perform the ceremony of ſalutation, when her bro- 
ther, ſlapping me on the ſhoulder, cried, Meaſter 
Randan, that there is my ſiſter.“ I approached her 
with eagerneſs and fear; but in the moment of our em- 
brace, my foul was agonized with rapture !|—TIt was a 
lucky circumſtance for us both, that my entertainer was 
not endued with an uncommon ſtock of penetration; for 
our mutual confuſion was ſo manifeſt, that Mr. Free- 
man perceived it, and as we went home together, con- 
gratulated me on my good fortune.—But, fo far was 
Bruin from entertaining the leaſt ſuſpicion, that he en- 
touraged me to begin a converſation with my miſtreſs in 
language unknown to him, by telling her, that he had 
brought a gentleman wha could jabber with her in French 
and other foreign lingos, as faſt as ſhe pleaſed : then, 
turning to me, ſaid, © Odds bods! I with you would 
hold diſcourſe with her, in your French or Italiano 
and tell me if ſhe underſtands it as well as ſhe would 
be thought to do—There's her aunt and ſhe will chatter 
together whole days in it, and I can't have a mouthful 
of Engliſh for love or money.” I conſulted the look of 
ny amiable miſtreſs, and found her averſe to his propoſal, 
wich indeed ſhe declined with a ſweetneſs of denial pe- 
culiar to herſelf, as a piece of diſreſpect to that part of 
the company which did not underſtand the language in 
queſtion, As I had the happineſs of ſitting oppoſite to 
to her, I feaſted my eyes much more than my palate, 
which ſhe tempted in wain with the moſt delicious bits 
carved by her fair hand, and recommended by her per- 
ſuaſye tongue ;—but all my other appetites were ſwal- 
lwed up in the immenſity of my love, which I ted by 
gazing inceſſantly on the delightſul object. Dinner was 
ſcarce ended, when the ſquire became very drowſy; and, 
ater ſeveral dreadful yawns, got up, ſtretched himſelf, 
took two or three turns acroſs the room, begged we 
would allow him to take a ſhort nap, and, having laid 
a ſtrong injunction on his ſiſter to detain us till his 
turn, went to his repoſe without any further — 
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1564 THE ADVENTURES OF 
He had not been gone many minutes, when Freem 
gueſſing the ſituation of my heart, and thinking he coul 
not do me a greater favour than to leave me alone with 
Narciſſa, pretended to recolle& himſelf all of a fuddeh 
and, ſtarting up, begged the lady's pardon for half à 
hour, for be had luckily remembered an engagement 
ſome conſequence, that he muſt perform at that inſtant; 
—ſo ſaying, he took his leave, promiſing to come back 
time enough for tea; leaving my miſtreſs and me i 


at confuſion. —Now that I enjoyed an opportunity q 


diſcloſing the pantings of my ſoul, I had not power ty 
uſe it. I ſtudied many pathetic declarations, but, when 
I attempted to give them utterance, my tongue deniel 
its office; and ſhe fat ſilent, with a downcaſt look, full d 


anxious alarm, her boſom heaving with expectation of 


ſome great event. —At length, I endeavoured to put a 
end to this ſolemn pauſe, and began with,“ It is very 
ſurpriſing, Madam Here the ſound dying away, | 
made a full ftop—while Narciſſa, ſtarting, bluthed, and, 


with a timid accent, anſwered, * Sir ?**—Confounded 1] 


at this note of interrogation, I pronounced with the moſ 


ſheepiſh baſhfulnefs, 4 Madam!“ To which ſhe replied, 


“I beg pardon.—I thought you had ſpoke to me.”= 
Another pauſe enfued—I made another effort, and, 


though my voice faultered very much at the beginning, 
made ſhift to expreſs myſelf in this manner“ I fay, 
Madam, tis very ſurpriſing, that love ſhould act ſo in. 


conſiſtent with itſelt, as to deprive its votaries of the uk I 


of their faculties, when they have moſt need of them. 
Since the happy occaſion of being alone with you prelen- 
ted itſelf, I have made many unſucceſsful attempts to 
declare a paſſion for the lovelieſt of her ſex——a paſſion 
which tcok poſſeſſion of my ſoul, while my cruel fate 
compelled me to wear a ſervile diſguiſe, fo unſuitable to 
my birth, ſentiments, and, let me add, my deſerts; yet 
favourable in one 1eſpect, as it furniſhed me with oppor- 
tunities cf ſeeing and adoring your perfections.— Ves, 
Madam, it was then your dear idea entered my boſom, 
where it has lived unimpaired in the midſt of numberlels 


cares, and animated me againſt a thouſand dangers and 


calamities! 
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Alamities! —— While I ſpoke thus, the concealed her 
face with her fan; and when I ceaſed ſpeaking, recover- 
no herſelf from the moſt beautiful confuſion, told me, 


inion of her; and that ſhe was very ſorry to hear I 
had been unfortunate.—Encouraged by this gentle re- 
I proceeded z owned m gel ſufficiently recompen- 
ed by her kind compaſſion for what I had undergone, 
and declared that the future happineſs of my life depend- 
td ſolely upon her.“ Sir, (ſaid ſhe,) I ſhould be vet 
grateful, if, after the ſignal protection you once af- 
forded me, I ſhould refuſe to contribute towards your 
happineſs, in any reaſonable condeſcenſion ———— 
Tranſported at this acknowledgment, I threw myſelf at 
her feet, and begged ſhe would regard my paſſion with 
: favourable eye. She was alarmed at my behaviour, 
intreated me to riſe, leſt her brother ſhould diſcover me 
in that poſture, and to ſpare her, for the preſent, upon 
cfubject for which ſhe was altogether unprepared. 


In conſequence of this remonſtrance, I rote, aſſuring 


her I would rather die than diſobey her; but, in the mean 
time, begged her to conſider how precious the minutes of 
this opportunity were, and what reſtraint I put upon my 
inclination, in ſacrificing them to her defire.—She {ſmiled - 
wth unſpeakable ſweetneſs, and ſaid, there would be no 
want of opportunities, provided I could maintain the 
good opinion her brother had conceived of me; and I, 
enchanted by her charms, ſeized her hand, which I well 


neſs with a ſeverity of countenance ; and defired I would 
not ſo far forget myſelf to her, as to endanger the eſteem 
ſhe had for me.—She reminded me of our being almoſt 
rangers to each other, and of the neceflity there was 
for her knowing me better, before ſhe could take any 
teſolution in my favour; and, in ſhort, mingled fo much 
good ſenſe and complacency in her reproof, that I became 
3 much enamoured of her underſtanding, as I had been 
before of her beauty; and aſked pardon tor my preſump- 
tion with the utmoſt reverence of conviction. —She for- 
gave my offence with her uſual affability ; and ſealed 
OL, IL 19 P my 
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166 THE ADVENTURES OF 
my pardon with a look ſo full of bewitching tenderneſs, 
that for ſome minutes my ſenſes were loſt in exſtaſy! I 
afterwards endeayoured to regulate my behaviour accord- 
ing to her defire, and turn the converſation upon a more 
indifferent ſubject ; but her preſence was an inſurmount- 


able obſtacle to my deſign: while I beheld ſo much excel. 


lence, I found it impoſſible to call my attention from the 
contemplation of it! I gazed with unutterable fondneſs 
I grew mad with admiration !—* My condition is in- 
ſupportable !- (cried I.) I am diſtracted with pajhon! 
Why are you ſo exquiſitely fair ?—Why are you ſo en- 
chantingly good ?—Why has nature dignified you with 
charms ſo much above the ftandard of women ; and, 
wretch that J am, how dares my unworthineſs aſpire to 
the enjoyment of ſuch perfection!“ . 

She was ſtartled at my ravings, reaſoned down my 
tranſport, and, by her irreſiſtible eloquence, ſoothed my 
foul into a ſtate of tranquil felicity; but, left I might 
ſuffer a relapſe,' induſtriouſly promoted other ſubjects to 
entertain my imagination She chid me for having omit- 
ted to enquire about her aunt, who (ſhe aſſured me) in 
the midit of all her abſence of temper, and detachment 
trom common affairs, often talked of me with uncom- 
mon warmth.— I profeſſed my veneration for the good 
lady, excuſed my omiſſion, by imputing it to the vio- 
lence of my love, which engroſſed my whole ſoul, and 
defired to know the ſituation of her health. 
winch, the amiable Narciſſa repeated what I heard be- 
fore, of hermarriage, with all the tenderneſs for her re- 
putation that the ſubje& would admit of; told me ſhe 
lived with her huſband hard by, and was ſo much afflic- 


ted with the dropſy, and waſted by a conſumption, that 


ſhe had ſmall hopes of her recovery. — Having expreſſed 
my ſorrow for her diſtemper, I queſtioned her about my 


good friend Mrs. Sagely, who I learned (to my great 


ſatisfaction) was ſtill in good health; and who, by the 
encomiums ſhe beſtowed upon me after I was gone, con- 
firmed the favourable impreſſions my behaviour at part- 
ing had made on Narciſſa's heart. This circumſtance 
introduced an enquiry into the conduct of Sir Timothy 

7 | |  Thicket, 


SS 


Upon | 


- 


_ *RODERIC RANDOM. © 1867 
Thicket, who (ſhe informed me) had found means to 
incenſe her brother ſo much againitme, that ſhe found it 
impoſſible to undeceive him; but, on the contrary, ſuf- 
fered very much in her own character, by his ſcandalous 
inſinuations. That the whole pariſh was alarmed, 
and actually in purſuit of me; ſo that ſhe had been in 
the utmoſt comics upon my account, weil know- 
ing how little my own innocence and her teſtimony - 
would have weighed with the ignorance, injuſtice and 
brutality of thoſe who muſt have judged me, had I been 
apprehended——That Sir Timothy having been ſeized 
with a fit of the apoplexy, from which with great diffi- 
culty he was recovered, began to be apprehenſive of death, 
and toprepare himſelf accordingly for that great event; 
as a ſtep to which he ſent for her brother, owned with 
great contrition the brutal deſign he had upon her, and 
of conſequence acquitted me of the aſſault, robbery, and 
correſpondence with her, which he had laid to my charge; 
after which confeſſion, he lived about a month in a lan- 
guiſhing condition, and was carried off by a ſecond 
aſſault. | 5 

Every word that this dear creature ſpoke rivetted 
the chains with which ſhe held me enſlaved! My miſ- 
chievous fancy began to work, and the tempeſt of my 
paſſion to wake again; when the return of Freeman de- 
ſtroyed the tempting opportunity, and enabled me to 
quell the riſing tumult.—A little while after, the ſquire 
ſtaggered into the room, rubbing his eyes, and called 
for his tea, which he drank out of a ſmall bowl, quali- 
hed with brandy ; while we took it in the uſual way.— 
Narciſſa left us in order to viſit her aunt ; and, when 
Freeman and I propoſed to take our leave, the fox-hunter 
inſiſted on our ſpending the evening at his houſe with 


ſuch obſtinacy of affection, that we were obliged to com- 


ply.—For my own part, I ſhould have been glad of the 

invitation, by which, in all likelihood, I ſhould be bleſt 

with more of his ſiſter's company, had I not been afraid 

of riſking her eſteem, by entering into a debauch of 

drinking with him; which, from the knowledge of his 

character, I foreſaw would happen; but there was na 
| : TY remedy, 


© . : 38 THE ADVENTURES OF 
remedy.—I was forced to rely upon the ſtrength of my 
conſtitution, which I hoped would reſiſt intoxication 
longer than the ſquire's; and to truſt to the good- nature 
and diſcretion of my miſtreſs for the reſt. 

Our entertainer reſolving to begin betimes, ordered 
the table to be furniſhed with liquor and glaſſes immedi- 


ately after tea; but we abſolutely refuled to ſet in for 


drinking ſo ſoon ; and prevailed upon him to paſs away 
an hour of two at whiſt, in which we engaged as ſoon 
as Narciſſa returned.—The ſavage and I happened to be 
partners at firſt; and as my thoughts were wholly em- 
ployed in a more intereſting game, I played ſo ill that 
he loſt all patience, ſwore bitterly, and threatened to 
call for wine, if they would not grant him another aſſo- 
ciate. This defire was gratified, and Narciſſa and I 
were of aſide: he won for the ſame reaſon that made 
him loſe before : I was ſatisfied, my lovely partner did 
not repine, and the time ſlipped away very agreeably, 
until we were told that ſupper was ſerved in another 
room. | | | 

The ſquire was enraged to find the evening ſo unpro- 
fitably ſpent, and wreaked his vengeance on the cards, 
which he tore, and committed to the flames with many 
execrations ; threatening to make us redeem our loſs with 
a large glaſs and quick circulation; and indeed we had 
no ſooner ſupped, and my charmer withdrawn, than he 
began to put his threats in execution. Three bottles of 
port (for he drank no other fort of wine) were placed 
before us, with as many water-glaſſes, which were im- 
mediately filled to the brim, after his example, by each 
out of his reſpective allowance, and emptied in a trice, 
to the beſt in Chriſtendom. Though I {wallowed this 
and the next as faſt as the glais could be repleniſhed, 
without hefitation or ſhew of reluctance, I perceived 
that my brain would not be able to bear many bumpers 
of this ſort; and, dreading the perſeverance of a cham- 
pion who began with ſuch vigour, I determined to make 
up for the deficiency of my ſtrength by a ſtratagem, 
which I actually put in practice, when the ſecond courſe 


of bottles was called for.— The wine being * = 
| Cat 75 


The veſſel being produced, I bade him decant his bottle 


one another on our good fortune. 
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heady, I was already a good deal diſcompoſed by the 
diſpatch we had made; Freeman's eyes began to reel; 
and Bruin himſelf was elevated into a ſong, which he 
uttered with great vociferation. When L therefore ſaw 
the ſecond round brought in, I aſſumed a gay air, and 
entertained him with a French catch on the ſubject of 
drinking, which, though he did not underſtand it, de- 
lighted him highly, and, telling him that your choice 
ſpirits at Paris never troubled themſelves with glaſſes, 
aſced if he had not a bowl or cup in the houſe that 
would contain a whole quart of wine. — Odds niggers! 

{cried he) I have a filver caudle cup that holds juſt the 
quantity, for all the world—Fetch it hither, Numps.“— 


into it, which he having done, I nodded in a very deli- 
berate manner, and ſaid, * Pledge you. He ſtared at 
me ſor ſome time, and crying, What! all at one pull, 
Meaſter Randan?“ — I anſwered, At one pull! Sir: 
you are no milk- ſop e ſhall do you juſtice..—“ Shall 
you? (ſaid he, ſhaking me by the hand: ) odd then, I'll 
lee it out, an't were a mile to the bottom. Here's to 
our better acquaintance, Meaſter Randan. So ſaying, 
he applied it to his lips, and emptied it in a breath. 
I knew the effect of it would be almoſt inſtantaneous z 
therefore, taking the cup, began to diſcharge my bottle 
into it, telling him he was now qualified to drink with 
the cham of Tartary. I had no ſooner pronounced 
theſe words, than he took umbrage at them, and, after 
ſexeral attempts to ſpit, made ſhitt to ſtutter out, A 
t for your chams of T Tartary! I am a f— i— 
iree-born Engliſhman, worth th three thouſand a-year, 
and v— value no man, damme! Then, dropping his 
jaw, and fixing his eyes, he hickup'd aloud, and fell 
upon the floor as mute as a flounder. Mr. Freeman, 
heartily glad at his deſeat, aſſiſted me in carrying him to 
bed, where we left him to the care of his ſervants, and 
went home to our reſpective habitations, congratulating 
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170 THE ADVENTURES OF 
Ps CHAT. XxX: | | prec 
Miſs Williams informs me of Narciſja's approbation of my ll do v 
 flame——I appeaſe the ſquire u rite to m 1e cout 
am bleſſed, with an anſwer ——beg leacve of her brother ¶ mov 
to dance with her at a ball; obtain his conſent and bers olli, 
—enjoy a frivate converſation with her—— am per. MI pon« 
plexed with reflection. Habe the honour of appear. Ml lady 
ing ber partner at a bal ie are complimented by a to p 
certain nobleman be diſcovers fome ſymptoms cf oa Ml fron 
paſſion for Narciſſa I am ſtung with jealouſy —— WF unti 
Narciſſa, alarmed, retires 1 obſerve Melinda in fl ter; 
the company——the fſquire is captivated by her beauty, Ml able 
] WAS met next morning, at the uſual place, by Miis {MW cou! 


Williams, who gave me joy of the progreſs I had L 
made in the affection of her miſtreſs, and bleſſed me with rene. 
an account of that dear creature's converſation with her, upor 
after ſhe had retifed the night before from our company, MW who. 
l could ſcarce believe her information, when ſhe re- had 
counted her expreſſions in my favour, ſo much more MW man. 
warm and paſſionate were they than my moſt ſanguine IM poſit 
hopes had preſaged; and was particularly pleaſed to hear Ml tying 


that ſhe approved of my behaviour to her brother, after MW nigh 
ſhe withdrew.—Tranſported at the news of my happi- MW expe 
neſs, I preſented my ring to the meſſenger, as a teſtimony ¶ for t 
of my gratitude and ſatisfaction; but ſhe was above fl to co 


ſuch mercenary conſiderations, and refuſed my compli- W migh 
ment with ſome reſentment, ſaying, ſhe was not a little WW eiſſa 
mortified to fee my opinion of her io low and contempti- ﬀW who 


ble. I did myſelf a piece of juſtice by explaining my MW {quir 
behaviour on this head, and, to convince her of my furni 
eſteem, promiſed to be ruled by her directions in the accep 
eee, of the whole affair, which I had fo much at in th 

eart, that the repoſe of my life depended upon the con- that | 
ſequence. WAS I 

As I fervently-wiſhed for another interview, where 1 the n 
might pour out the effuſions of my love, without danger and, 
of _ interrupted, and perhaps reap ſome endearing conte 
return from the queen of my deſires, I implored her ad- toaits 
vice and aſſiſtance in promoting this event; — but ſn: opera 
gave me to underſtand, that Narcifla would make nd the ac 

: precipitate 


RODERIC RANDOM. 171 
precipitate compliances of this kind, and that I would 
do well to cultivate her brother's acquaintance, in the 
courſe of which,” I ſhould not want opportunities of re- 
moving that reſerve which my miſtreſs thought herſelf 
obliged to maintain during the infancy of our correſ- 
pondence. In the mean time ſhe promiſed to tell her 
lady, that I had endeavoured, by preſents and perſuaſions, 
to prevail upon her, (Miſs Wilhams,) to deliver a letter 
from me, which ſhe had refuſed to charge herſelf with, 
until ſhe ſhould know Narciſſa's ſentiments of the mat- 
ter; and ſaid, by theſe mearis ſhe did not doubt of being 
able to open a literary communication between us ; which 
could not fail of introducing more intimate connexions. 

I approved of her counſel; and our appointment being 
renewed for next day, left her with an intent of falling 
upon ſome method of being reconciled to the ſquire, 
who, I ſuppoſed, would be offended with the trick we 
had put upon him. With this view, I conſulted Free- 
man, who, from the knowledge of the fox-hunter's diſ- 
poſition, aſſured me there was no other method of paci- 
tying him, than that of ſacrificing ourſelves, for one 
night, to an equal match with him in drinking. This 


expedient I found myſelf neceſſitated to comply with, 


for the intereſt of my paſſion, and therefore determined 
to commit the debauch at my own lodgings, that I 
might not run any riſk of being diſcovered by Nar- 
ciſſa in a ſtate of brutal degeneracy. Mr. Freeman, 
who was to be of the party, went, at my deſire, to the 
ſquire, in order to engage him, while I took care to 
turniſh myſelf for his reception. My invitation was 
accepted, my gueſts honoured me with their company 
in the evening, when Bruin gave me to underſtand, 
that he had drank many tuns of wine in his life, but 
was never ſerved ſuch a trick as I had played upon him 
the night before. I promiſed to atone for my treſpaſs; 
and, having ordered to every man his bottle, began the 
conteſt with a bumper to the health of Narcifſa. The 
toaſts circulated with great devotion, the liquor began to 
operate, our mirth grew noiſy, and, as Freeman and I had 


the advantage of drinking {mall French claret, the ſavage 
| was 
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172 THE ADVENTURES OF 
was effectually tamed before our ſenſes were in the leaſt 
affected, and carried home in an apoplexy of drunken. 
neſs. c 

I was next morning, as uſual, favoured with a viſt 
from my kind and punctual confidante, who, telling me 
ſhe was permitted to receive my letters for her miſtreſs, 

I tock up the pen immediately, and, following the firſt 
dictates of my paſſion, wrote as follows : 


e Dear Madam, | 
IERE it poſſible for the powers of utterance to re. 
veal the ſoft emotions of my ſoul; the fond anxiety, 

the glowing hopes, the chilling fears, that rule my breaſt 
by turns; I ſhould need no other witneſs than this paper, 
to evince the purity and ardour of that flame your charms 
have kindled in my heart. But, alas! expreſſion wrongs 
my love: I am inſpired with conceptions that no lan- 
guage can convey! Your beauty fills me with wonder! 
your underſtanding with raviſhment ! and your goodneſs 
with adoration! I am tranſported with deſire, diſtracted 
with doubts, and tortured with impatience! Suffer me 
then, lovely arbitreſs of my fate, to approach you in 
perſon, to breath in ſoft murmurs my paſſion to your ear, 
to offer the ſacrifice of a heart overflowing with the moſt 
genuine and diſintereſted love, to gaze with exſtacy on 
the divine object of my wiſhes, to hear the muſic of her 
enchanting tongue ! and to rejoice in her ſmiles of appro- 
bation, which will baniſh the moſt intolerable ſuſpenſe 
from the boſom of 4 | 
Your enraptured 


R ' 


77 


— R. 
Having finiſhed this effuſion, I committed :; to the 
care of my faithful friend, with an injunction to ſecond 
my entreaty with all her eloquence and influence; and 
in the mean time went to dreſs, with an intention of vi- 
fiting Mrs. Snapper and Miſs, whom I had utterly ne- 
glected, and indeed a'molt forgot, ſince my dear Narciſſa 
had reſumed tl e empire of my ſoul. The old gentle- 
weman received me very kindly, and Miſs affected a 
| fraakneis 


frank 
perce 
he p 
whic| 
to da 
deal « 
this 
natio 
off a 
portu 
intert 
night 


ſolicit 


RODERIC RANDOM. 172 
fankneſs and gaiety which, however, I could eaſily 
perceive were forced and diſſembled. Among other things, 


ſit he pretended to joke me upon my paſſion for Narciſſa, 
ne Wl which ſhe averred was no ſecret, and aſked if I inteaded 
to dance with her at the next aſſembly. I was a good 


deal concerned to find myſelf become the town-talk on 
this ſubject, left the ſquire, having notice of my incli- 
rations, ſhould diſapprove of them, and, by breaking 
off all correſpondence with me, deprive me of the op- 
portunities I now enjoyed. But I reſolved to uſe the 
intereſt I had with him while it laſted; and that very 
alt Wl night meeting him occaſionally, aſked his permiſſion to 
er, MW olicit her company at the ball, which he very readily 
ms Wl granted, to my inexpreſſible ſatisfaction. 

igs Having been 8 awake the greateſt part of the night, 
in- by a thouſand delightful reveries that took poſſeſſion of 
er! Wny fancy, I got up betimes, and, flying to the place 
e's Wl rendezvous, had in a little time the pleaſure of ſeeing 
ted WM Mis Williams approach, with a ſmile on her counte- 
me Wrance, which I interpreted into a good omen. Neither 
in Las I miſtaken in my preſage: She preſented me with a 
ar, Whkiter from the idol of my ſoul, which, after having 
oft Whkiſſed it devoutly, I opened with the utmoſt eagerneſs, 
on {Wand was bleſſed with her approbation in theſe terms: 


ro- « STR , 
nſe To ſay J look upon you with indifference, would be 
a piece of diſſimulation, which I think no decorum 
requires, and no cuſtom can juſtify. As my heart never 
felt an impreſſion that my tongue was aſhamed to declare, 
[will not ſcruple to own myſelf pleaſed with your paſſion; 
the Noonfident of your integrity, and ſo well convinced of my 
ond Nom diſcretion, that I ſhould not heſitate in granting 
and Who the interview you deſire, were I not over-awed by 
vi- te prying curioſity of a malicious world, the cenſure of 
ne- Wviich might be fatally prejudicial to the reputation of 
| Your 
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No anchorite, in the exſtacy of devotion, ever adoref 
a relique with more fervour than that with which ] 
kiſſed this inimitable proof of my charmer's candouy, 
| generoſity, and affection [I read it over an hundred times; 
was raviſhed with her confeſſion in the beginning; but 
the ſubſcription of your Narciſſa, yielded me ſuch delight 
as I had never felt before! My happineſs was till in. 
creaſed by Miſs Williams, who bleſſed me with a repe. 
tition of her lady's tender expreſſions in my favour, when 
ſhe received and read my letter. In ſhort, I had all the 
reaſon in the world to believe that this gentle creatures 


0 


boſom was poſſeſſed by a paſſion for me, as warm, though | 
. Bit 


perhaps not ſo impetuous, as mine for her. 

I informed my friend of the ſquire*s conſent to m 
dancing with Narciſſa at the ball, and deſired her to a 
her miſtreſs, that I would do myſelf the honour of viſits 
ing her in the afternoon, in conſequence of his permiſſion, 
when J hoped to find her as indulgent as her brother had 
been complailant in that particular. Miſs Williams 
expreſſed a good deal of joy at hearing I was fo much 
in favour with the fox-hunter, and ventured to aſſure me, 
that my viſit would be very agreeable to my miſtreſs, the 
rather, becauſe Bruin was engaged to dine abroad This 
was a circumſtance which J ſcarce need ſay pleaſed me. 
n went immediately to the long room, where I found 
him, and affecting to know nothing of his engagement, 
told him I would do myſelf the pleaſure to wait upon 
him in the afternoon, and to preſent his ſiſter with, 
ticket for the ball.—He ſhook me by the hand, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, and giving me to underſtand that he was 
to dine abroad, deſired me to go and drink tea wit 
Narciſſa notwithſtanding, and promiſed to prepare her 
for my viſit in the mean time. | 5 

Every thing ſucceeded thus to my wiſh. I waited with 
incredible impatience for the time; which no ſooner ar. 
rived than I haſtened to the ſcene, which my _ had 
pre-occupied long before. I was introduced accordingy 
to the dear enchantreſs, whom I found accompanied by 
Miſs Williams, who, on pretence of ordering tea, fe- 
tired at my approach—This favourable accident, which 
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2 35 
armed my whole foul, diſordered her alſo.— I found 


ſelf actuated by an irreſiſtible impulſe : I advanced to 
kr with eagerneſs and awe; and profiting by the con- 
fon that prevailed over her, claſped the fair angel in 
arms, and imprinted a glowing kiſs upon her lips, 
nore ſoft and fragrant than thedewy roſe- bud juſt burſt- 
ng from the ſtem! 
mth bluſhes ; her eyes ſparkled with reſentment ; I threw 
myſelf at her feet, and implored her pardon. Her love 


ame an advocate in my cauſe; her look ſoftened into 


ſugiveneſs; ſhe raiſed me up, and chid me with ſo much 
freetneſs of diſpleaſure, that I ſhould have been tempted 
v repeat the offence, had not the coming in of a ſervant 
mth the tea-board prevented my preſumption. —While 
we were ſubject to be interrupted or. over-heard, we con- 
ſerſed about the approaching ball, at which ſhe promiſed 


tograce me as a partner; but when the equipage was 


rmoved, and we were left alone, I reſumed the more 


utereſting theme, and expreſſed myſelf with ſuch tranſ- 
port and agitation, that my miſtreſs, fearing I would 
commit ſome extravagance, rung the bell for her maid, 
mom ſhe detained in the room, as a check upon my vi- 
ncity.—I was not ſorry for this precaution, becauſe I 


ould unboſom myſelf without reſerve before Miſs Wil- 


lams, who was the confidante of us both.—I therefore 
rare a looſe to the inſpirations of my paſſion, which 
erated ſo ſucceſsfully upon the tender affections of 


Narciſſa, that ſhe laid aſide the conſtraint ſhe had hitherto. 
'wore, and bleſſed me with the moſt melting declaration 


of her mutual flame !—TIt was impoſſible for me to for- 
bear taking the advantage of this endearing condeſcen- 


'fon.—She now gently yielded to my embraces, while I, 
circling all that I held dear within my arms, taſted in 


advance the joys of that paradiſe I hoped ina little time 
wholly to poſſeſs !—We ſpent the afterncon in all the 
altaly of hope that the moſt fervent love, exchanged 
by mutual vows, could inſpire ; and Miſs Williams was 
ſo much affected with our chaſte careſſes, which recalled 
the fad remembrance of what ſhe was, that her eyes 
were filled with tears. 
| The 
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The evening being pretty far advanced, I forced my. 
ſelf from the dear object of my flame, who indulged me 
in a tender embrace at parting, ard repairing to my 
lodgings, communicated to my friend Strap every cir. 
cumſtance of my happineſs, which filled him with ſo 
much pleaſure that it ran over at his eyes; and he prayed Þ 
heartily that no envious devil might, as formerly, daſh 
the cup of bleſſing from my Iip.—When I reflected on 
what had happened, and eſpecially on the unreſerved 
proteſtations of Narciſſa's love, I could not help being 
amazed at her omitting to enquire into the particular 
circumſtances of lite and fortune of one whom ſhe had 
favoured with her affection, and I began to be a little 
anxious about the fituation of her finances; well know. 
ing that I ſhould do an irreparable injury to the perſon 
my ſoul held moſt dear, if I ſhouid eſpouſe her, without 
being able to ſupport her in the rank which was certainly 
her due.—T'had heard indeed, while I ſerved her aunt, 
that her father had left her a conſiderable ſum; and that 
every body believed ſhe would inherit the greateſt part 
of her kinſwoman's dowry, but I did not know how far 
ſhe might be reſtricted by the old gentleman's will, in 
the enjoyment of what he left her; and I was too well 
informed of the virtuoſo's late eonduct, to think my 
miſtreſs could have any expectations from that quarter. 
II confided, however, in the good ſenſe and policy of 
my chermer, who, I was fure, would not conſent to 
unite her fate with mine, before the had fully conſiderel 
and provided for the coniequence. 
The ball night being arrived, I dreſied myſelf in a 
ſuit J had reſerved for ſome grand occaſion; and having 
drank tea with Narciſſa and her brother, conducted my 
angel to the ſcene, where ſhe in a moment eclipſed all 
her female competitors for beauty, and attracted the 
admiration of the whole aſſembly.— My heart dilated 
with pride on this occaſion, and my triumph rejected all 
bounds, when, after we had danced together, a certain 
nobleman, remarkable for his figure and influence in the 
beau monde, came up, and, in the hearing of all preſent, 
honoured us with a very particular compliment, upon 
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quitted her, and went to the other ſide of the room.— 


me, put ſome queſtions to me, as ſoon as he was gone, 


me? but, before I could make anſwer, her brother, 
pulling me by the ſleeve, bade me take notice of a lady 
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gur accompliſhments and appearance; but this tranſport. 


himfelf with great aſſiduity to my miſtreſs; and ſay ſome 
warm things, which, I thought, favoured too much of 

aſſion.— It was then I began to feel the pangs of jealouſy 
I dreaded the power and addreſs of my rival I fick- 
ened at his diſcourſe—When ſhe opened her lips to an- 
ſwer, my heart died within me. When ſhe ſmiled, I 
felt the pains of the damned! I was enraged at his pre- 
fumption; I curſed her complaiſance! At length he 


was ſoon checked, when I perceived his lordſhip attach 3 


Nareiſſa, ſuſpecting nothing of the rage that inflamed 


to which I made no reply, but aſſumed a grim lcok, 
which too well denoted the agitation of my breaſt, and 
ſurpriſed her not a little.—She no ſooner obſerved my 
emotion, than ſhe changed colour, and aſked what ailed 


who {at fronting us, whom I immediately, to my vaſt 
aſtoniſhment, diſtinguiſhed to be Melinda, accompanied 
by her mother, and an elderly gentleman, whom I did 
not know. £ Wounds! Mr. Randan, (cried the 
ſquire,) is ſhe not a delicate piece of ſtuff? *Sdeath ! 
T have a good mind—if I thought ſhe was a ſingle per- 
ſon,” —Notwithftanding the perplexity. I was in, I had 
reflexion enough to foreſee that my paſſion might ſuffer 
greatly by the prefence of this tady, who in all proba- 
bility would revenge herfelf upon me for having for- 
merly diſgraced her; by ſpreading reports to my preju- 
dice, —I was therefore alarmed at theſe {ſymptoms of the 
ſquire's admiration z and for fome time did not know 
what reply to make, when he aſked my opinion of her 
beauty. At length I came to a determination, and told 
him, that her name was Melinda, that ſhe had a fortune 
of ten thouſand pounds, and was ſaid to be under pro- 
miſe of marriage to a certain lord, who deferred his 
nuptials a few months until he ſhould be of age. I 
thought this piece of intelligence, which I had myſelf 
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invented, would have hindered him effectually from en- 


tertaining any further thoughts of her ; but I was egre. 
giouſly miſtaken. The fox-hunter had too much ſelf. 
ſufficiency to deſpair of ſucceſs againſt any competitor 
on earth. He therefore made light of her engagement, 
faying, with a ſmile of ſelf approbation, © Mayhap ſhe 
will change her mind What ſignifies his being a lord: 


— 1 think myſelf as good a man as e er a lord in Chriſten- 


dom ;—and I'll ſee if a commoner worth three thouſand 
a year won't ſerve her turn.” —This determination 
ſtartled me not a little. I knew he would ſoon diſcover 
the contrary of what I advanced, and, as I believed he 
would find her ear open to his addrefles, did not doubt 
of meeting with every obſtacle in my amour, that her 
malice could invent, and her influence execute.—— This 
reflexion increaſed my chagrin. —My vexation was evi- 
dent.—Narcifſa inſiſted on going home immediately; and 
as I led her to the door, her noble admirer, with a look 
full of languiſhment, directed to her a profound bow, 
which ſtung me to the ſoul—Before ſhe went into the 
chair, ſhe aſked, with an appearance of concern, what 


was the matter with me? and I could pronounce no 
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ſortured with jealouſy, I go home and abuſe Strap re- 
ceive a meſſage from Narciſſa, in conſequence of which 
I haſten to her apartment, where her endearing aſſu- 
' rances baniſh all my doubts and apprehenſions—in my 
retreat diſcover ſomebody in the dark, whom, ſuſpecting 
10 be @ ſpy, I reſolve to kill; but, to my great ſurpriſe, 
am convinced of his being no other than Strap Melinda 
flanders me—T become acquainted with Lord Quiver- 
avit, who endeawours to ſound me with regard to Nar- 
' cifa—the ſquire is introduced to his lordſhip, and grows 
cold towards me] learn from my confidante, that this 
. nobleman profeſſes honourable lowe to my miſtreſs, who 
continues faithful to me, notwithſtanding the ſcandalous 
reports ſhe has heard to my prejudice—T am mortified 
with an afſurance that her whole fortune depends upon 
' the pleaſure of her brother Mr. Freeman condoles me 
on the decline of my character, which I windicate ſb 
much to his ſatisfa&tion, that be undertakes to combat 
fame in my behalf. 3 | 
PAVING uttered this exclamation, at which ſhe 
ſighed, I went home in the condition of a frantic 
Bedlamite; and finding the fire in my apartment almoſt _ 
extinguiſhed, vented my fury upon poor Strap, whole 
ear I pinched with ſuch violence, that he roared hide- 
oully with pain, and when I quitted my hold, looked fo 
fooliſhly aghaſt, that no unconcerned ſpectator could 
have ſeen him, without being ſeized with an immoderate 
ft of laughter. It is true, I was ſoon ſenſible of the 
mjury I had done, and aſked pardon for the outrage I 
had committed; upon which my faithful valet, ſhaking 
his head, ſaid, © I forgive you, and may God forgive 
you.” But he could not help ſhedding ſome tears at my 
unkindneſs.— I felt unſpeakable remorſe for what I had 
done, curſed my own ingratitude, and conſidered his tears 
as àa reproach that my ſoul, in her preſent diſturbance, 
could not bear.— It ſet all my paſſions into a ferment 
I ſwore horrible oaths, without meaning or application; 
I foamed at the mouth, kicked the chairs about the 
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180 THE ADVENTURES OF 
room, and played abundance of mad pranks, that fright. 
ened my friend almoſt out of his ſenſes. —At length my 
tranſport ſubſided, I became melancholy, and wept in- 
ſenſibly. POD 5 
During this ſtate of dejection, T was ſurpriſed with 
the e of Miſs Williams, whom Strap, blubber- 


ing all the while, had conducted into the chamber, with- 
out giving me previous notice of her approach. he 
was extremely affected with my condition, which ſhe 
had learned from him, begged me to moderate my paſ- 
ſion, ſuſpend my conjectures, and follow her to Narciſſa, 
who Jefired to {te me forthwith.—— That dear name 
operated upon me like a charm! I ſtarted up, and, with- 
out opening my lips, was conducted into her apartment 
through the garden, which we entered by a private 
door. I found the adorable creature in tears! I was 
melted at the ſight We continued ſilent for ſome time 
My heart was too full to ſpeak Her ſnowy boſom heay- 
ed with fond reſentment. At laſt ſhe, ſobbing, cried, 
«© What have I done to diſoblige you! My heart was 
Pierced with the tender queſtion! I drew near with the 
utmoſt reverence of affection! I fell upon my knees be- 
fore her, and, kiſſing her hand, exclaimed, ** O! thou 
art all goodneſs and perfection! I am undone by my 
want of merit! I am unworthy to poſſeſs thy charms, 
which heaven hath deſtined for the arms of ſome more 
favoured being.” —She gueſſed the cauſe of my diſquiet, 
upbraided me gently for my ſuſpicion, and gave me ſuch 
flattering aſſurances of her eternal fidelity, that all my 
doubts and fears forſook me, and peace and ſatisfaction 
reigned within my breaſt. 

At midnight I left the fair nymph to her repoſe, and, 
being let out by Miſs Williams at the garden gate by 
which I entered, began to explore my way homeward in 
the dark, when I heard at my back a noiſe like that of 
a baboon when he mows and chatters. I turned in- 
ſtantly, and, perceiving ſomething black, concluded I 
was Gkeovered by ſome ſpy, employed to watch for that 
purpoſe. Arouſed at this conjecture, by which the repu- 
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tation of the virtuous Narciſſa appeared in jeopardy, I 
drew my fword, and would have ſacrificed him to her 


fame, had not the voice of Strap reſtrained my arm. It 


was with great difficulty he could pronounce, * D— 
d—d—do! mum—um—um—murder me if you pleaſe.” 
Such an effect had the cold upon his jaws, that his teeth 
rattled like a pair of caſtanets. Pleaſed to be thus un- 
deceived, I laughed at his conſternation, and aſked what 
brought him thither? Upon which he gave me to under- 
ſand, that his concern for me had induced him to follow 


me to that place, where the fame reaſon had detained him 


till now; and he frankly owned, that, in ſpite of the 
eſteem he had for Miſs Williams, he began to be very 
uneaſy about me, conſidering the diſpoſition in which I 
went abroad; and, if I had ftaid much longer, would 
have certainly alarmed the neighbourhood in my behalf. 


The knowledge of this his intention confounded me! 1 


repreſented to him the miſchievous conſequences that 
would have attended ſuch a raſh action, and cautioning him 
ſeyerely againſt any ſuch deſign for the future, concluded 
my admonition with an aſſurance, that in caſe he ſhould 
ever act ſo madly, I would, without heſitat ion, put him 
to death, Have a little patience, (cried he, in a la- 
mentable tone ;) your diſpleaſure will do the bulineſs, 
without your committing murder.“ I was touched with 
this reproach ; and as ſoon as we got home, made it my 
buſineſs to appeaſe him, by explaining the cauſe of that 
tranſport, during which I had uſed him ſo unworthily. 
Next day, when I went into the long room, I obſerved 
ſeveral whiſpers circulate all of a ſudden; and did not 
doubt that Melinda had been buſy with my character: 
but J conſoled myſelf with the love of Narciſſa, upon 
which I reſted with the moſt perfect confidence, and, go- 
ng up to the rowly-powly table, won a few pieces from 
my ſuſpected rival, who, with an eaſy politeneſs, entered 
into converſation with me, and, deſiring my company at 
the coffee-houſe, treated me with tea and chocolate. I 
| remembered Strutwell, and guarded againſt his infinuat- 
ing behaviour: nor was my ſuſpicion wrong placed: he 
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182 THE ADVENTURES OF 
artfully turned the diſcourſe upon Narciſſa, and endea.  expc 


voured, by hinting at an intrigue he pretended to be per, e 
engaged in elſewhere, to learn what connexion there the af 
was between her and me. But all his fineſſe was in- parate 
effectual; IT was convinced of his diſſimulation, and gave I faid 
ſuch general anſwers to his enquiries, that he was forced how N 
to drop the ſubject, and talk of ſomething elſe. That 
While we converſed in this manner, the ſavage came tation: 
in, with another gentleman, who introduced him to his than f] 
lordſhip ; and he was received with ſuch peculiar marks of volenc 
diſtinction, that T was perſuaded the courtier intended to whole 
uſe him in ſome ſhape or other; and from thence 1 calling 
drew an unlucky omen. But I had more cauſe to be review 


_ diſmayed the following day, when I ſaw the ſquire in MW able a 
company with Melinda and her mother, who honoured WM leaſt d 
me with ſeveral diſdainful glances; and when I after- c J ht 
wards threw myſelf in his way, inſtead of the cordial WW particr 
ſhake of the hand, he returned my ſalute with a cold re- misfort 
pitition of <* Servant, ſervant; which he pronounced WW pain: 
with ſuch indifference, or rather contempt, that if he had WW equally 
not been Narcifla's brother, I ſhould have affronted him fituatic 


in public. | unhapp 
Theſe occurrences diſturbed me not a little. I fore- MW conditi 

| ſaw the broading ſtorm, and armed myſelf with reſolu- brother 
tion for the occaſion ; but Narciſſa being at ſtake, I was I wa 
far from being reſigned. —I could have renounced every ¶ forſook 
other comfort of life with ſome degree of fortitude ; but and I r 
the proſpe& of loſing her, diſabled all my philoſophy, female! 
and tortured my ſoul into madneſs. afſurani 
Miſs Williams found me, next morning, full of anx- i acciden 
ious tumult, which did not abate, when ſhe told me, that ſclation 
my Lord Quiverwit, having profefſed honourable inten- my mif 
tions, had been introduced to my lovely miſtreſs by her though 
brother, who had at the ſame time, from the informa- I finances 
tion of Melinda, ſpoke of me as an Iriſh fortune-hunter, diminiſſ 
without either birth or eſtate ; who ſupported myſelf in was gre 


the appearance of a gentleman by ſharping, and other in- WW me a we 
famous practices; and who was of ſuch an obſcure origin, mparte 
that I did not even know my own extraction.— Though I could 
| 5 | EE I expected | 
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I expected all this malice, I could not hear it with tem- 
per, eſpecially as truth was ſo blended with falſehood in 
the aſſertion, that it would be almoſt impoſſible to ſe- 
arate the one from the other in my vindication.— But 
[ faid nothing on this head, being impatient to know 
bow Narciſſa had been affected with the diſcover y. 
That generous creature, far from believing theſe impu- 
tations, was no ſooner withdrawn with her confidante, 
than ſhe inveighed with-great warmth againft the male- 
volence of the world, to which only ſhe aſcribed the 
whole of what had been ſaid to my diſadvantage; and 
calling every circumſtance of my behaviour to her, into 
review before her, found every thing fo polite, honour- 
able and difintereſted, that ſhe could not harbour the 
leaſt doubt of my being the gentleman I aſſumed. —— 
“ have indeed (ſaid ſhe) purpoſely forębore to alk the 
particulars of his life, lett the recapitulation of ſome 
misfortunes, which he has undergone, ſhould give him 
pain: and as to the article of his fortune, I own myſelf 
equally afraid of enquiring into it, and of diſcovering the 
ſituation of my own, left we ſhould find ourſelves both 
unhappy in the explanation ; for, alas! my proviſion is 
conditional, and depends entirely on marrying with my 
brother's conſent.” 7 | 
I was thunderſtruck with this intelligence ; the light 
torſook my eyes, the colour vaniſhed from my cheeks, 
and I remained in a ſtate of univerſal trepidation! My 
female friend perceiving my diſorder, encouraged me with 
aſſurances of Narcifſa's conftancy, and the hope of ſome 
accident favourable to our love; and, as a further con- 
ſolation, gave me to underſtand, that ſhe had acquainted 
my miſtreſs with the outlines of my life; and that al- 
though ſhe was no ſtranger to the preſent low ſtate of my 
finances, her love and eſteem were rather increaſed than 
diminiſhled by the knowledge of my circumſtances. I 
was greatly comforted by this aſſurance, which ſaved 
me a world of contuſion and anxiety: for J muſt have 
imparted my fituation one day to Narciſſa; and this taſk 
could not have performed without ſhame and 1 
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As I did not doubt that, by this time, the ſcandalous 
aſperſions ot Melinda were diffuſed all over the town, I 
reſolved to collect my whole ſtrength of aſſurance, to 
brow-beat the efforts of her malice, and to publiſh her 
adventure with the Frenchified barber, by way of re- 
priſal.—In the mean time, having 8 to be at the 

arden gate about midnight, Miſs Williams took her 
Ski bidding me repoſe myſelf entirely on the affection 
of my dear Narciſſa, which was as perfect as inviolable. 
——— Before I went abroad I was viſited by Freeman, 
who* came on purpoſe to inform me of the infamous 
ſtories that were raiſed at my expence.— I heard them 
with great temper, and in my turn diſcloſed every thing 
that had happened between Melinda and me; and, among 
other circumſtances, entertained him with the ſtory of the 
barber, Jetting him know what ſhare is friend Banter 
had in that afar, He was convinced of the injury my 
reputation had ſuffered, and no longer doubting the 
fountain from whence this deluge of flander had flowed 
upon me, undertook to undeceive the town in my be- 
half, and roll the ſtream back upon its ſource; but in 
the mean time cautioned me from appearing in public 
while the prepoſſeſſion was ſo ſtrong againſt me, leſt I 
ſnould meet with ſome affront that might have bad con- 


ſequences, ; 3 
ee 0 ©» 4 | 
I receive an extraordinary meſſage at the door of the long 
room, which I however enter, and affront the ſquire, 
#who threatens to take the law of me—rebuke Melinda 
for her malice be weeps with wexation——Lord 
Qutverwit is ſevere upon me. I retort his ſarcaſm 
am received with the utmoſt tenderneſs by Narciſſa, 
euho defires to bear the hiſtory of my life Wwe Vow 
eternal conſtancy to one another I retire——am waked 
by a meſſenger, who brings a challenge from Quiwer- 
wit, whom I meet, engage, and vanquiſb. 
I THANKED him for his advice, which, however, 
my pride and reſentment would not permit me to fol- 


low; for he no ſooner left me, in order to do juſtice t9 
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- RODERIC RANDOM. 18 5 
my character among his friends and acquaintance, than 
I allied out, and went directly to the long room.—I 
was met at the door by a ſervant, who preſented to me 
2 billet, without a ſubſcription, importing that my pre- 
ſence was diſagreeable to the company, and defiring I 
would take the hint without further diſturbance, and 
beſtow myſelf elſewhere for the future.—This peremp- 
tory mefſage filled me with indignation. —1 followed the. 
fellow who delivered it, and ſeizing him by the collar, 
in the preſence of all the company, threatened to put 
him inſtantly to death, if he did not diſcover the ſcoun- 
drel who had charged him with ſuch an impudent com- 
miſſion, that I might puniſh him as he deſerved. —The 
meſſenger, affrighted at my menaces and furious looks, 
fell upon his knees, and told me, that the gentleman 
who ordered him to deliver the letter was no other than 
Narcifla's brother, who at that time ſtood at the other 
end of the room, talking to Melinda. I went up to 
him immediately, and, in the hearing of his inamorata, 
accoſted him in theſe words: Lookee, ſquire, was it 
not for one conſideration that protects you from my re- 
ſentment, I would cane you where you ſtand, for hav- 
ng had the preſumption to ſend me this ſcurrilous inti- 
mation ;** which I tore to pieces, and threw in his face. 
At the ſame time darting an angry regard at his miſtreſs, 
| told her I was ſorry ſhe had put it out of my power to 
compliment her upon her invention, but at the expence 
of her good-nature and veracity. —Her admirer, whoſe 
courage neyer roſe but in proportion to the wine he had 
lwallowed, inſtead of reſenting my addreſs in what is 
called an honourable way, threatened to proſecute me 
or an aſſault, and took witneſſes eee while 
ſie, piqued at his puſillanimous behaviour, and enraged 
i the ſarcaſm I had uttered againſt her, endeavoured to 
make her quarrel a public cauſe, and wept aloud with 
. and vexation.— The tears of a lady could not 
al of attract ing the notice and concern of the ſpecta- 
tors, to whom ſhe complained of my rudeneſs, with 
peat bitterneſs, ſaying, if ſhe was a man, I durſt not 
OM e 
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uſe her ſo.——The greateſt part of the gentlemen, al. 
ready prejudiced againſt me, were offended at the liberty 
J had taken, as appeared from their looks; though none 
of them ſignified their diſguſt any other way, except my 
Lord Quiverwit, who ventured to ſay with a ſneer, that 
I was in the right to eſtabliſh my own charaQer, of 
which he had now no longer any doubt. Nettled at 
this ſevere equiwvoque, which raiſed a laugh at my expence, 
I replied with ſome warmth, * I am proud of having in 
in that particular got the ſtart of your lordſhip.” 


temptuous ſmile, walked off, leaving me in a very diſ. 
agreeable ſituation.— In vain did I make up to ſeveral 
people of my acquaintance, whoſe converſation, I hoped, 
would baniſh my confuſion; every body ſhunned me like 
a perſon infected, and I ſhould not have been able to 
bear my diſgrace, had not the idea of the ever-faithful 
and fond Narciſſa come to my relief. —I quitted the ſcene 
of my mortification, and ſauntering about the town, 
happened to wake from my contemplation, when I found 
myſelf juſt oppoſite to a toy-ſhop, which I entered, and 
purchaled a ring ſet with a ruby in the form of a heart, 
furrounded by diamond ſparks, for which I paid ten 
gens, intending it for a preſent to the charmer of my 
foul. | | 

I was introduced, at the hour appointed, to this di- 
vine creature, who, notwithſtanding what ſhe had heard 
to my diſadvantage, received me with the utmoſt confi- 
dence and tenderneſs ; and having been informed of the 
* ſketches of my life, by Miſs Williams, expreſ. 
ed a defire of knowing the particular circumſtances, 
which I related with great candour, omitting however 
ſome things which I concluded altogether improper for 
her ear, and which the reader's reflection will eaſily ſug- 
geſt. As my ſtory was little elſe than a recital of 
misfortunes, the tear of ſympathy ceaſed not to trickle 
down her enchanting eyes during the whole of the nar- 
ration; which, when I had finiſhed, ſhe recompenſed me 


et 
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He made no anſwer to my repartee, but, with a con- 
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RODERIC. RANDOM. 187 
ternal love. She bewailed her reſtricted condition, as 

itwas the means of retarding my happineſs; told me, 
that Lord Quiverwit, by her brother's permiſſion, had 
been to drink tea with her that very afternoon, and 
ually propoſed marriage; and ſeeing me extremely 
feed with this piece of information, offered to give me 
ang carry of her affection, by eſpouſing me in 
private, and leaving the reſt to fate. I was penetrated 
with this inſtance of her regard; but, that I might not 
te outdone in generoſity, reſiſted the bewitching temp- 


Fixtion, in conſideration of her honour and intereſt: at 


the ame time, I preſented my ring as a pledge of my 
miolable attachment, and on my knees implored hea- 
ren to ſhower its curſes on my head, if ever my heart 
bould entertain one thought unworthy of the paſſion I 
then avowed.—She- received my token, gave me in re- 
turn her picture in miniature, exquiſitely drawn, and ſet 
ngold ; and in the ſame poſture called heaven to wit- 
els, and to judge her flame.—Our vows being thus re- 
gprocally breathed, a confidence of hope enſued; and 
ar mutual fondneſs becoming as intimate as innocence 
wuld allow, I grew inſenſible of the progreſs of time, 
ad it was morning before I could tear myſelf from this 
Wing of my ſoul! My good 2 foreſaw what would 
lppen, and permitted me to indulge myſelf on this oc- 
abon, in conſideration of the fatal abſence I was doom- 
«to ſuffer, 3 
Iwent to bed immediately on my return to my lodg- 
og, and having ſlept about two hours, was waked by 
rap, who, in great confuſion, told me, there was a 
batman below with a letter, which he would deliver to 
whody but myſelf.——Alarmed at this piece of news, 
ldeſred my friend to ſhew him up to my chamber, and 
Keved the following letter, which, he ſaid, required. 
Ummediate anſwer. 5 
ESLK,.. 
WHEN any man injures my honour, let the difference 
of rank between us be ever ſo great, I am con- 
ated to wave the privilege of my quality, and to ſeek. 
| reparation 
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reparation from him on equal terms. — The inſolente of 
our reply to me yeſterday in the long room, I might 
Re overlooked, had not your preſumptive emulation in 
a much more intereſting affair, and a diſcovery which! 
made this morning, concurred in perſuading me to chaſtiſt 
your audacity with my ſword. If you therefore haye 
ſpirit enough to ſupport the character you aſſume, you 
will not fail to follow the bearer immediately to a con- 
venient place, where you ſhall be met by | 
: Quiverwit.“ 


Whether IJ was enervated by the love and favour of 
Narciſſa, or awed by the ſuperior ſtation of my antagoniſt 


than at this time. However, finding there was a neceſ- 
ſity for vindicating the reputation of my miſtreſs, as wel 
as for aſſerting my own honour, I forthwith roſe, and 
dreſſing in a hurry, put on my ſword, bade Strap attend 
me, and ſet out with my conductor, curſing my bad for. 
tune all the way, for having been obſerved in my return 
from my angel; for ſo I interpreted his lordſhip's dif- 
covery.—When I came within fight- of my rival, his 
lacquey told me, he had orders to ſtop; upon which, | 
commanded Strap to halt alſo, while I walked forwatd; 
reſolving, if poſſible, to come to an explanation with my 
challenger, before we ſhould come to battle. Nor was 
an opportunity wanting; for I no ſooner approachtd; 
than he aſked with a ſtern countenance, What buſinels 
J had in Mr. Topehall's garden ſo early in the mom 
ing?“ I don't know, my lord, (ſaid I,) how to anſwer 
a queſtion put to me with ſuch magiſterial haughtinels, 
If your Jordſhip will pleaſe to expoſtulate calmly, you! 
will have no cauſe to repent of your condeſcenſion.— 
Otherwiſe, I am not to be intimidated into any confels 
fion.”—< There is no room for denial, (anſwered he.) 
I ſaw you come out with my own eyes. — . Did any 
other perſon tee me?“ (ſaid I.) c] neither know 
nor care, (ſaid he.) I want no other evidence than that 


of my own ſenſes,” Pleaſed to hear that the ſuſpicion 
I was 


I know not, but I never had leſs inclination to fight I 


nce bf 
might 
tion in 
hich 1 
-haſtiſe 
e hape 


„ you 
a con. 


1. 


our of 
gonilt; 
o fight 
 necel- 
as well 
e, and 
attend 
ad for- 
return 
p's dil. 
al, his 
lich, 1 
rward; 
71th my 
or Was 
Yached; 
zuſinels 
> mortt- 
anſwer 
atinels, 


ys you! 


1 — 
confels 
ed he.) 
Did any 
r know 
jan that 
1 ſpicion 
Was 


( 


RODERIC' RANDOM. 189 

was confined to him alone, I endeavoured to appeaſe his 
jealouſy, by owning an intrigue with the waiting- maid: 
but he had too much diſcernment to be ſo eaſily impoſed 
upon, and told me, there was only one way to convince 
him of the truth of what I alledged; which was no other 


than renouncing all claim to Narciſſa, upon oath, and 


— upon honour, never to ſpeak to her for the 
ture.—Exafperated at this propoſal, I unſnheathed my 

ford, ſaying, © Heavens! what title have you, or any 
man on earth, to impoſe ſuch terms on me!”” He did 
the ſame, and making towards me witha contracted brow, 
faid, I was a villain, and had diſhonoured Narcifla.— 
1 He's a ſcandalous villain (I replied, in a tranſport of 
fury) who brands me with that imputation! She is a 


thouſand times more chaſte than the mother that bore 


you; and I will aſſert her honour with my heart's blood!“ 
o ſaying, I ruſhed upon him with more eagerneſs' 
than addreſs, and endeavouring to get within his point, 
feceived a wound in my neck, which redoubled my rage. 
——He excelled me in temper as well as in ſkill, by 
which means he parried my thruſts with great calmneſs, 
til IJ had almoſt exhauſted my ſpirits z and when he 
reeived me beginning to flag, attacked me fiercely in 
is turn. Finding himſelf however better oppoſed 
than he expected, he reſolved to follow his longe, and 
doſe with me: accordingly, his ſword entered my waiſt- 
wat, on the ſide of the breaſt-bone, and running up be- 
teen my ſhirt and ſkin, appeared over my left ſhoulder. 
[imagined that his weapon had perforated my lungs, 
nd of conſequence that the wound was mortal; there- 
bre, determined not to die unrevenged, I ſeized his ſhell, 
which was cloſe to my breaſt, before he could diſentan- 


g& his point, and, keeping it faſt with my left hand, 


lortened my own ſword with my right, intending to 
n him through the heart; but he received the thruſt in 
the left arm, which penetrated up to the ſhoulder-blade. 
Diſappointed in this expectation, and afraid ftill that 
lath would fruſtrate my revenge, I grappled with him, 


u, being much the ſtronger, threw him upon the ground, 
R 
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where I wreſted his {word out of his hand, and, fo great 
was my confuſion, inſtead of turning the point upon him, 
ſtruck out three of his fore-teeth with the hilt. — In 
the mean time, our ſervants feeing us fall, ran up to 
ſeparate and aſſiſt us; but, before their approach, I was 
upon my feet, and had diſcovered, that my ſuppoſed 
mortal wound was only a flight ſcratch. The knowledge 
of my own ſafety diſarmed me of a good deal of my re- 
ſentment, and I began to enquire with ſome concern 
into the ſituation of my antagoniſt, ho remained on the 
on bleeding plentifully at his mouth and arm.—l 

elped his footman to raiſe him, and, having bound up 
his wound with my handkerchief, aſſured him it was not 
dangerous. I likewiſe reſtored his ſword, and offered to 
ſupport him to his houſe. —He thanked me, with an air 
of jullen dignity; and, whiſpering that I ſhould hear 
from him ſoon, went away, leaning on his ſervant's 
| ſhoulder. 

I was ſurpriſed at this promiſe, which I conſtrued into 
a threat, and reſolved, if ever he ſhould call me out again, 
to uſe whatever advantage fortune might give me over 
him in another manner.—In the mean time, I had lei- 
ſure to take notice of Strap, who ſeemed quite ſtupificd 
with horror. I comforted him with an affurance that I 
had received no damage, and explained the nature of this 
affair, as we walked homeward.—By that time I had 
got into my apartment, I found the wound in my neck 
ſtiff and uneaſy, and a good deal of clotted blood run 
down upon my ſhirt: Upon which I pulled oi? my cn 
and waiſtcoat, and unbuttoned my collar, that I might 
dreſs it with more eaſe, —My iciend no ſooner perceived 
my ſhirt quite dyed with hlocd, than, imagining I had 
got at leaſt twenty thouſand wounds, he cried, “ O 
Jeſus !* and fell flat on the floor. —I ſtopt the bleeding 
with a little dry lint, and applying a plaſter over it, 
cleanſed myſelf trom the gore, ſhifted and dreſſed, While 
he lay ſenſeleſs at my feet; ſo that when he recovered, 
and faw me perfectly well, he could ſcarce believe i 


own eyes, —Now that the danger was pait, 1 was ve! 
| well 


RODERIC RANDOM. 191 
well pleaſed with what had happened, hoping that it 
would ſoon become known, and conſequently dignify 
my character not a little in this place.—I was alſo proud 
of having ſtewn myſelt, in ſome ſhape, worthy the love 
of Narciſſa, who, I was perſuaded, would not think the 
worſe of me for what I had done. 
| CHAP. XXH | | 
I am viſned by Freeman, with whom J appear in public, 
and am cerefed——am ſent for by Lord Quiverwit, 

*whoſe preſence I quit in a paſſion Narcifſa is car- 
ried off by ber brother ——1 intend to purſue him, and 
am diſuaded by my friend——engage in play, and loſe 
all my monezy——ſet out for London try my fortune 
at the gamimng-table, without ſucceſs receive a let- 
ter from Narciſſa bill my taylor. 
WIILE I entertained myleif with theſe reflections, 
the news of the duel being communicated by ſome 
unknown channel, ſpread all over the town.—lI was vi- 
fited by Freeman, who teſtified his ſurpriſe at finding 
me; for he was told, that Lord Quiverwit being dead 
of his wounds, I had abſconded, in order to avoid the 
cognizance of the law. I aſked if people gueſſed the 
occaſion of the quarrel; and, underſtanding it was at- 
tributed to his lordſhip's reſentment of my reply in the 
long room, confirmed that conjecture, glad to find Nar- 
ciſſa unſuſpected . My friend, after I had aſſured him 
that my antagoniſt was in no danger, wiſhed me joy of 
the event, than which, he ſaid, nothing could happen 
more opportunely to ſupport the idea he had given of 
my character to his friends, among whom he had been 


very aſſiduous in my behalf. 


On the ſtrength of this aſſurance, I went with him 
to the coffee-houſe, where I was ſaluted by a great many 
of thoſe very perſons who had ſhunned me the preced- 
ing day; and 1 found every body making merry with 
the ſtory of Melinda's French gallant. —While I remain- 
ed in this place, I received a meſſage from Lord Quiver- 
a deſiring, if I was not engaged, to ſee me at his 

To 
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T hither I immediately repaired, and was conducted 
to an apartment, where I was received by his lordſhip 
in bed. When we were left by ourſelves, he thanked 
me in very polite terms, for having uſed the advantage 


fortune had given me over him with ſuch moderation 


and aſked pardon for any offence his reſentment might 
have prompted him to commit. * J would will. 
ingly (ſaid he) make you my friend; but as it is impoſſi- 
ble for me to diveſt myſelt of my paſſion for Narciſſa, 
I am too well convinced of your ſentiments, to think 
we ſhall ever agree on that ſubject. I took the liberty, 
therefore, of ſending for you, in order to own candidly, 
that I cannot help oppoiing your ſucceſs with that young 
lady; though, at the ſame time, I promiſe to regulate 
my oppoſition by the dictates of juſtice and honour, This, 


_however, I think proper to advertiſe you of, that ſhe has 


no independent fortune, and, if you ſhould even fucceed 
in your addreſſes, you would have the mortification to 
ſee her reduced to indigence, unleis you have where- 
withal to ſupport her——And I am credibly informed 
of your incapacity that way Nay, I muſt confeſs, 
that, urged by this conſideration, J have actually ſent 
notice to her brother, of the progreſs I ſuſpect you have 
made in her affection, and deſired him to take his pre- 
cautions accordingly.” —Alarmed and provoked at this 
information, I told his lordſhip, that I did not ſee how 
he could reconcile that piece of conduct with his pro- 
feſſion of open dealing, and flung away from him in 2 
aſton. 

As I walked homeward, in hope of hearing from my 
miſtreſs, as uſual, by means of Miſs Williams, I was 
furpriſed with the waving of a handkerchief from the 
window of a coach and fix that paſſed by me at full 
ſpeed; and, upon further obſervation, I ſaw a ſervant 
on horſeback riding after it, who, I knew by his livery, 
belonged to the ſquire.—Thunderſtruck with this dit- 
covery, the knowledge of my misfortune ruſhed all at 
once upon my reflection I gueſſed immediately that 
the ſignal was made by the dear hand of Narciſſa, who, 

2 being 


deter: 
ramy 
liclent 


RODERIC RANDOM. 193 
being hurried away in conſequence of Lord Quiverwit's 
meſlage to her brother, had no other method of relating 
her diſtreſs, and imploring my aſſiſtance.— Frantic with 
this conjecture, Iran to my lodgings, ſnatched my piſtols, 
and ordered Strap to get poſt-horſes, with ſuch incohe- 
rence of ſpeech and diſorder, that the poor valet, ter- 
rified with the ſuſpicion of another duel, inſtead of pro- 
viding what I deſired, went forthwith to Freeman, who, 
being informed of my behaviour, came ſtraight to my 
apartment, and conjured me ſo pathetically to make him 
acquainted with the cauſe of my uneaſineſs, that I could 
not refuſe telling him my happineſs was fled with Nar- 
eiſſa, and that I muſt retrieve her or pcriſh. He repre- 
ſented the madneſs of ſuch an undertaking, and endea- 
voured to divert me ;rom it with great ſtrength of friend- 
ſhip and reaſon: But all his arguments would have been 
ineffectual, had he not put me in mind of the dependence 
I ought to have on the love of Narciſſa, and the attach- 
ment of her maid, who ccuid not fail of finding oppor- 
tunities to advertiſe me of their ſituation: and at the 
ſame time demonſtrated the injury my charmer's reputa- 
tion muſt ſuffer from my precipitate retreat. I was 
convinced and compoſed by theſe conſiderations. J ap- 
peared in public with an air of tranquillity, was well 
received by the beſt company in town, and, my misfor- 
tune taking air, condoled accordingly; while I had the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing Melinda ſo univerſally diſcounte- 
nanced, that ſhe was fain to return to London, in order 
to avoid the ſcoffs and cenſure of the ladies at Bath.— 
But though the hope of hearing from the darling of my 
loul ſupported my ſpirits a little while, I began to be 
very uneaſy, when at the end of ſeveral weeks I feund 
that ex pectation diſappointed. In ſhort, melancholy and 
detpondence took poſſeſſion of my ſoul; and, repining 
at that Providence which, by acting the ſtep- mother to- 
wards me, kept me from the fruition of my wiſhes, I 
determined, in a fit of deſpair, to riſk all I had at the 
gaming-table, with a vicw of acquiring a fortune fut- 
icent to render me independent for life; or of plunging 
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194 THE ADVENTURES OF 

myſelf into ſuch a ſtate of miſery, as would effectually 
cruſh every ambitious hope that now tortured my imagi- 
nation. | 
Actuated by this fatal reſolution, I engaged in play; 
and, after ſome turns of fortune, found myſelf, at the 
end of three days, worth a thouſand pounds ; but it was 
not my intention to ſtop there, for which cauſe I kept 
Strap ignorant of my ſucceſs, and continued my career, 
until TI was reduced to five guineas, which I would have 
hazarded alſo, had I not been aſhamed to fall from a bet 
of two hundred pounds to ſuch a petty ſum. 


zed to find myſelf ſo much at caſe, and informed my 
friend. Strap of my miſchance, with ſuch calmneſs, that 
he, imagining I joked, affected to receive the tidings 
with great equanimity. But both he and I found 
ourſelves miſtaken very ſoon.— I had miſinterpreted my 
own ftupidity into deliberate ꝓeſignation; and he had 
reaſon to believe me in —— waen he ſaw me next 
morning agitated with the moſt violent deſpair, which 
heendeavoured to alleviate with all the conſolation in his 
power. | N 
In one of my lucid intervals, however, I charged 
him to take a place in the ſtage- coach for London; and 
in the mean time paid my debts in Bath, which amount- 
ed to thirty ſhillings only. —Without taking leave of my 
friends, I embarked, (Strap having the good fortune to 
find a return horſe,) and arrived in town, without having 
met with any thing remarkable on the road. While we 
croſſed Bagthot-heath, I was ſeized with a fort of inclina- 
tion to retrieve my fortune, by laying paſſengers under 
cont ibution in ſome ſuch place.—My thoughts were {0 
circumitanced at this time, that I ſhould have digeſted 
the crime of robbery, fo righteouſly had I concerted my 
plan, and ventured niy life in the execution, had I not 
been deterred, by reflecting upon the infamy that attends 
detection. | 
The apartment I formerly! ived in being unengaged, 
J took poſſeſſion of it, and next day went in queſt of 
ä | Banter, 


Having thus executed my ſcheme, I went home, ama- 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 195 
Banter, who received me with openarms, in expectation 
of having his bond diſcharged to his liking : But, when 
he underſtood what had happened, his countenance chan- 
ged of a fudden, and he told me, with a dryneſs of diſ- 
pleaſure peculiar to himſelf, that if he was in my place, 
he would put it out of fortune's power to play him ſuch 
another trick, and be avenged of his own indiſcretion at 
once. When I deſired him to explain his meaning, he 
pointed to his neck, raiſed himſelf on his tiptoes, and 
was going away without any further ceremony, when I 
put him in mind of my indigence, and demanded the 
tire guineas I had formerly lent him. „Five guineas ! 


(cried he.) Zounds! had you acted with conumon pru- 


dence, you might have had twenty thouſand in your 
pocket by this time. I depended upon five hundred from 
you, as much as if I had had notes for it in the bank; 
and by all the rules of equity, you are indebted to me 
for that ſum.” —1I was neither pleaſed nor convinced by 
this computation, and inſiſted on my right with ſuch de- 
termined obſtinacy, that he was fain to alter. his tone, 
and appeaſe my clamour, by aſſuring me, that he was 
nc. maiter of five ſhillings.— Society in diſtreſs generally 


promotes good underſtanding among people; from being 


a dun, I deſcended to be a client, and aſked his advice 
about repairing my loſſes.—He counſelled me to have 
recourſe again to the gaming-table, where I ſucceeded 


{o well before, and put myſelf in a condition, by ſelling 


my watch.—I followed his directions, and, having ac- 
commedated him with a few pieces, went to the place, 
where I loſt every ſhilling. 

Then I returned to my lodgings, full of deſperate re- 
ſolution, and having made Strap acquainted with my 
tate, ordered him to pawn my ſwerd immediately, that 
I might be enabled to make another effort. This affec- 
tionate creature no ſooner underſtood my purpoſe, than, 
ſeized with inexpreſſible ſorrow at the proſpect of my 
miſery, he burſt into tears, and aſked what I propoied 
to do, after the ſmall ſum he could raiſe on the {word 
ſhould be ſpent, On my own account (ſaid he) I am 
Ws quite 
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196 THE ADVENTURES OF 
quite unconcerned; for while God ſpares me health and 
theſe ten fingers, I can earn a comfortable ſubſiſtence 
any where; but what muſt become of you, who have 
leſs humility to ſtoop, and more appetites to gratify!?“ 
Here I interrupted him, by ſaying, with a gloomy 
aſpect, I ſhould never want a reſource while J had a 
loaded piſtol in poſſeſſion. —Stupifhed with horror at this 
dreadful infinuation, he ſtood mute for ſome time, and 
then broke out into God of his infinite mercy enable 
you to withſtand that temptation of the devil!—Confider 
your immortal ſoul—there is no repentance in the grave! 
O Lord! that ever we ſhould come to this—Are 
we not enjoined to reſign ourſelves to the will of heaven? 
—where is your patience ?—Durum patientia frango 
You are but a young man—there may be many good 
things in ſtore for you—Accidt in puncto quid non ſperatur 
in anno Remember your uncle, Mr. Bowling; perhaps 
he is now on his voyage homeward, pleaſing himſelf with 
the hopes of ſeeing and relieving you—nay, peradventure 
he is already arrived, for the. ſhip was expected about 
this time.” —A ray of hope ſhot athwart my ſoul at this 
ſuggeſtion: I thanked my friend for his ſeaſonable recol- 
lection; and, after having promiſed to take no reſolution 
till his return, diſmiſſed him to Wapping tor intelli- 

gence. | | 

In his abſence J was viſited by Banter, who, being 

informed of my bad luck at play, told me that fortune 
would probably be one day weary of perſecuting me.— 
“In the mean time (ſaid he) here is a letter for you, 
which I received juſt now, incloſed in one from Freeman.” 
II ſnatched it with eagerneſs, and, knowing the ſuper- 
ſcription to be of Narciſſa's hand-writing, kiſſed it with 
tranſport, and, having opened it, read, 


« TT is with great difficulty that IT have ſtolen, from 

the obſervation of thoſe ſpies who are ſet over me, 
this opportunity of telling you, that I was ſuddenly car- 
ried away from Bath by my brother, who was informed 
et our correſpondence by Lord Quiverwit, _—_ 1 
ince 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 197 
face underſtand, you have wounded in a duel on my ac- 
count. — As I am tully convinced of your honour and 
love, I hope I hall never hear of ſuch deſperate proofs 
of either for the future.— I am ſo ſtrietly watched, that 
it will be impoſſible for you to {ce me, until my bro- 
ther's ſuſpicion ſhall abate, or heaven centrive ſome 
other unforeſeen event in our behali. In the mean time, 
you may depend on the conituncy und affection of 
Your own 

NARCISSA., 


P. S. Miſs Williams, who is my fellow priſoner, 
defires to be remembered to you. We are both in good 
health, and only in pain for you, eſpecially as it will 
be impracticable for you to convey any meſiage or letter 


to the place of our confinement ;z for which reaſon, pray 


deſiſt from an attempt, that, by miſcarrying, might 
prolong our captivity. | 
- : N Ba 


This kind letter afforded me great conſolation. I com- 
municated it to Banter, and at the ſame time thewed him 
her picture. He approved of her beauty and good ſenſe, 
and could not help owning, that my neglect of Miſs 
Snapper was excutable, when ſuch a fine creature en- 
grofied my attention. 5 

began to be reconciled to my fate, and imagined, 
that if I could contrive means of ſubſiſting until my 
uncle ſnould arrive, in caſe he was not already at home, 
he would enable me to do ſomething effectual in behalf 
of my love and fortune. I therefore conſulted Banter 
about a preſent ſupply, who no ſooner underſtood that I 
had credit with a taylor, than he adviſed me to take off 
two or three ſuits of rich clothes, and convert them into 
caſh, by ſelling them at half price to a ſalelman in Mon- 
mouth- ſtreet.— I was ſtartled at this propoſal, which I 
thought ſavoured a little of fraud; but he rendered it 
palatable, by obſerving, that in a few months I might 
be in a condition to do every body juſtice; and in the 
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198 THE ADVENTURES OF 
mean time, I was acquitted by the honeſty of my inten- 
tions.—I ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded by his ſalvo, 
by which my neceſſity, rather than my judgement, was 
convinced ; and when I found there was no accounts of 
the ſhip in which my uncle embarked, actually put the 
ſcheme m practice, and raiſed by it, five and twen 
guineas, paying him for his advice with the odd five. 

_ CH A P. XXIV. 

J am arrefled——carried to the Marſhalſe, find my 
old acquaintance beau Fackſen in that jail——he in- 
forms me of his adventures Strap arrives, and 
with difficulty is comforted. Fackſon introduces me to 
a poet. I admire his converſation and capacily—— 

am deeply affected with my misfortune—— Strap hires 

himſelf as a journeyman barber, 

BUL this expedient was in a fe weeks attended with 

a conſequence I did not forſee: a player having pur- 
chaſed one of the ſuits which were expoſed to ſale, ap- 


peared in it on the ſtage one night while my taylor un- 


fortunately happened to be preſent.— Ie knew it imme- 
diately, and enquiring minutely into the affair, diſco- 
vered my whole contrivance; upon which, he came to 
my lodgings, and, telling me he was very much ſtrait- 
ened for want of money, preſented his bill, which 
amounted to 5ol.—Surpriſed at this unexpected addreſs, 
J affected to treat him cavalierly, ſwore ſome oaths, 
alked if he doubted my honour, and, telling him I 
ſhould take care who I dealt with for the future, bade 
him come again in three days.—He obeyed me punctu- 
ally, demanded his money, and, finding himſelf amuſed 
with bare promiſes, arreſted me that very day in the 
ſtreet. —I was not much ſhocked at this adventure, 
which, indeed, put an end to a ſtate of horrible expecta- 
tion; but I refuſed to go to a ſpunging-houſe, where 1 
heard there was nothing but the moſt flagrant impo- 
ſition; and, a coach being called, was carried to the 
Marſhalſea, attended by a bailiff and his follower, who 
were very much diſappointed and chagrined at my reſo- 


Jution, 
| The 


| RODERIC RANDOM. T99 
The turnkey gueſſing, from my appearance, that 1 


had money in my pocket, received me with the repeti- 


tion of the Latin word depone, and _=_ me to under- 
0 


ſtand, that J muſt pay before-hand for the apartment I 
ſhould chooſe to dwell in.— ] deſired to ſee his conveni- 
ences, and hired a ſmall paltry bed-chamber for a crown 
a week, which in any other place would not have let for 
halfthe money. Having taken poſſeſſion of this diſmal ha- 
bitation, I ſent for Strap, and my thoughts were buſied in 
collecting matter of conſolation to that faithful ſquire, 
when ſomebody knocked at my door, which I no ſooner 
opened, than a young fellow entered, in very ſhabby 
N and marvellous foul linen. After a low bow, 
he called me by name, and aſked if I had forgot him. 


His voice aſſiſted me in recollecting his perſon, whom I 


ſoon recognized to be my old acquaintance Jackſon, 
of whom mention 1s made in the firſt part of my me- 
moirs.—lI ſaluted him cordially, expreſſed my ſatisfac- 
tion at finding him alive, and condoled him on his pre- 
ſent ſituation, which, however, did not ſeem to aa 
him much, for he laughed very heartily at the occaſion 
of our meeting ſo unexpectedly in this place. Our mu- 
tual compliments being paſt, I enquired about his amour 
with the lady of fortune, which ſeemed to be ſo near a 
happy concluſion when J had the pleaſure of ſeeing him 
laſt ; and, after an immoderate fit of laughter, he gave 
me to underſtand, that he had been egregiouſſy bit in that 
affair.“ You muſt know (ſaid he) that a few days 
after our adventure with the bawd and her b—ches, I 
found means to be married to that fame fine lady you 
ſpeak of, and paſſed the night with her at her lodgings, 
fo much to her ſatisfaction, that, early in the morning, 


after a good deal of ſnivelling and ſobbing, ſhe owned, 


that, far from being an heireſs of great fortune, ſhe 
was no other than a common woman of the town, who 
had decoyed me into matrimony, in order to enjoy the 
privilege of a femme couverta; and that, unleſs I 
made my eſcape immediately, I ſhould be arreſted for a 
debt of her contracting, by bailiffs employed and inſtruc- 
ted for that purpoſe. Startled at this intimation, I roſe 
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200 THE ADVENTURES OF 
in a twinkling, and, taking leave of my ſpouſe with 
ſeveral hearty damns, got ſafe into the verge of the 
court, where I kept ſnug until I was appointed ſurgeon's 
mate of a man of war at Portſmouth; for which place 
I fet out on Sunday, went on board of my ſhip, in 
which I failed to the Streights, where I had the good for- 
tune to be made ſurgeon of a ſloop that came home in a 
few months after, and was put out of commiſſion; 
whereupon I came to London, imagining myſelf forgot- 
ten, and freed from my wife and her creditors ; but had 
not been in town a week, before I was arreſted for ; 
debt of her's amounting to 2ol. and brought to this 
place, where I have been fixed by another action ſince 
that time. However, you know my diſpoſition; I defy 
care and anxiety ; and, being on the halt-pay lit, make 
ſhift to live here tolerably eaſy.” ! congratulated him 
on his philoſophy, and, remembering that I was in his 
debt, repaid the money he formerly lent me, which, 1 
believe, was far from being unſeaſonable. I then en- 
quired about the economy of the place, which he ex- 
plained to my fatisfaction; and, after we had agreed to 
meſs together, he was juſt going to give orders for din- 
ner, when Strap arrived. 

I never in my life ſaw ſorrow ſo extravagantly expreſ- 
ſed in any countenance as in that of my honeſt friend, 
which was, indeed, particularly adapted by nature tor 
ſuch imprefſions.—When we were left by ourſelves, I 
communicated to him my diſaſter, and endeavoured to 
conſole him with the fame arguments he had formerly 
uſed to me, withal repreſenting the fair chance I had oi 
being relieved in a ſhort time by Mr. Bowling. But 
his grief was unutterable; he ſeemed to give attention 
without liſtening; and wrung is hands in filence ; ſo that 
IT was in a fair way of being infected by his behaviour, 
when Jackſon returned, and, perceiving the deference I 
paid to Strap, although in a footman's habit, diſtribu- 
ted his crumbs of comfort with ſuch mirth, jollity, and 
vnconcern, that the features of the diſtreſſed ſquire re- 
laxed by degrees, he recovered the uſe of mo and 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 20T 
began to be a little more reconciled to this lamentable 
event. We dined together on boiled beef and greens, 
brought from a cook's ſhop in the neighbourhood; and, 
although this meal was ferved up in a manner little cor- 
reſponding with the ſphere of lite in which I had lately 
lived, I made a virtue of neceſſity, ate with good appe- 
tite, and treated my friends with a bottle of wine, 
which had the deſired effect, of increaſing the good hu- 
mour of my fellow-priſoner, and exhilerating the ſpirits 
of Strap, who now talked cavalierly of my misfortune. 

After dinner, Jackſon leſt us to our private affairs; 
when I defired my friend to pack up all our things, and 
carry them to ſome cheap lodging he ſhould chooſe for 
himſelf in the neighbourhood of the Marſhalſea, after 
he had diſcharged my lodging, tor which purpoſe I gave 
him money.—l likewiſe recommended to him the keep- 
ing my misfortune ſecret, and faying to my landiord, 
or any other who ſhould enquire for me, that I was gone 
into he country for a few weeks; at the fame time I 
hid ſtrong injunctions upon him to call every ſecond day 
won Banter, in cate he ſhould receive any letter for me 
from Narciſſa, by the channel of Freeman; and by all 
means to leave a direction for himſelf at my uncle's 
bdgings in Wapping, by which I might be found when 
my kinſinan ſhould arrive. 

When he departed to execute theſe orders, (which, by 
the bye, were punctually pertormed that very night,) I 
found myſelf to little ſeaſoned to my ſituation, that I 
dreaded reflection, and fought ſhelter from it in the com- 
pany of the beau, who, promiſing to regale me with a 
lecture upon taſte, conducted me to the common ſide, 
where J ſaw a number of naked miſerable wretches aſ- 
lembled together.-—We had not been here many minutes, 
when a figure appeared, wrapt in a dirty rug, tied about 
is joins with two pieces of liſt, of different colours, 
knotted together; having a black buſhy beard, and his 
head covered with a huge meſs of brown perriwig, which 
lemed to have been raviſhed from the crown of ſome. 
ſcare- crow. — This apparition, ſtalking in with great 
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202 THE ADVENTURES OF a 
ſolemnity, made a profound bow to the audience, who tu 
ſignified their approbation by a general reſponſe of 80 
% How d' ye do, Doctor ? He then turned towards us, BD, 
and honoured Jackſon with a particular ſalutation; upon {o1 
which my friend, in a formal manner, introduced him I 
to me, by the name of Mr. Melopoyn.— This cere. M © 
mony being over, he advanced into the middle of the 

congregation, which crowded around him, and, hem- 

ming three times, to my utter aftoniſhment, pronoun- 

ced, with great ſignificance of voice and geſture, a very M 
elegant and ingenious diſcourſe upon the difference be- 

tween Genius and Taſte, illuſtrating his aſſertions with H 
apt quotations from the beſt authors, ancient as well as 
modern. When he had finiſhed his harangue, which 
laſted a full hour, he bowed again to the ſpectators ; not 
one of whom (I was informed) underſtood ſo much a; 
a ſentence of what he had uttered, They manifeſted, W 
however, their admiration and eſteem by voluntary con- ] 
tribution, which, Jackſon told me, one week with ano- Or 
ther, amounted to eighteen pence. This moderate ſti- 
pend, together with tome ſmall preſents that he received 
for making up differences, and deciding cauſes amongſt 
the priſoners, juſt enabled him to breathe and walk 
about, in the groteſque figure I have deſcribed. —T un- 
deritood alſo, that he was an excellent poet, and had 
compoſed a tragedy, which was allowed by every body 
who had ſeen it to be a performance of great merit; 
that his learning was infinite, his morals unexceptiona- 
ble, and his modeſty invincible.—Such a character could 


not fail of attracting my regard; I longed impatiently I 
to be acquainted with him, and deſired Jackſon would Wh 
engage him to ſpend the evening in my apartment.— V 


My requeſt was granted; he favoured us with his com- And 
pany, and in the courſe of our converſation, perceiving 
that I had a ſtrong paiſon for the belles lettres, acquit- 
ted himſelf ſo well on that ſubject, that I expreſſed a 
fervent deſire of ſeeing his productions. In this point 
too he gratified my inclination.— He promiſed to bring A W 


his tragedy to my room next day, and, in the mean „ I. 
| time, Tok 


RODERIC RANDOM. | 20J 
time, entertained me with ſome detached pieces, which 
gave me a very advantageous idea of his poetical talent. 
—Among other things, I was particulariy pleaſed with 
ſome elegies in imitation of Tibullus; one of which 
I beg leave to ſubmit to the reader, as a ſpecimen of his 


1 lexion and it 

e- omplexion and capacity. 

he | F 

_ Where now are all my fiatt'ring dreams of joy? 
ry Monimia, give my ſoul her wonted reſt. 

Ye. Since firſt thy beauty fix d my roving eye, 

th Heart-gnawing cares corrode my penſive breaſt ! 
as 

ich II. 

10¹ 


23 Let happy lovers fly where pleaſures call, 
ed, With feſtive ſongs beguile the fleeting hour 


Wks Lead beauty thro* the mazes of the ball, 
10. Or preſs her wanton in love's roſeate bower. 
ti- 
— ö III. 
| | 
K For me, no more I'll range th* empurpled mead, 
un- Where ſhepherds pipe, and virgins dance around; 
* Nor wander thro* the woodbine's fragrant ſhade, 


ay To hear the muſic of the grove reſound. 
na- IV. 


itly I'll ſeek ſome lonely church, or dreary hall, 

u Where fancy paints the glimm'ring taper blue; 

1 Where damps hang mould'ring on the ivy'd wall, 
m. And ſheeted ghoſts drink up the midnight dew: 


Te E Y. 


oint There, leagu'd with hopeleſs anguiſh and deſpair, 
ring A while in ſilence o'er my fate repine; 
Then, with a long farewell to love and care, 


To kindred duſt my weary limbs conſign. = 
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204. THE ADVENTURES OF 
VI. 


Wilt thou, Monimia, ſhed a gracious tear 
On the cold grave where all my t{orrows reſt ? 

Strew vernal flow'rs, applaud my love fincere, 
And bid the turf lie eaſy on my brealit ? 


I was wonderfully affected with this pathetic com- 
plaint, which ſeemed ſo well calculated for my own diſ- 
appointment in love, that I could not help attaching the 
idea of Narcifia to the name of Monimia, and of form- 
ing ſuch melancholy preſages of my paſſion, that I 
could not recover my tranquillity ; and was fain to have 
recourſe to the bottle, which prepared me for a profound 
ſleep, that I could not otherwiſe have enjoyed. —Whether 
thete impreſſions invited and introduced a train of other 
melancholy reflections, or my fortitude was all exhauſted 
in the effort I made againſt deſpondence during the firſt 
day of my unpriſ>nment, I cannot determine; but J 
awoke in the horrors, and found my imagination haunted 
with ſuch diſmal apparitions, that I was ready to de- 
ſpair:—and I belicve the reader will own, I had no great 
cauſe to congratulate myſelf, when I conſidered my ſitu- 
ation.— I was interrupted in the midſt of theſe gloomy 
apprehenhons by the arrival of Strap, who contribut-d 
not a little to the re- eſtabliſument of my peace, by let- 
ting me know that he had hired himſelf as a journeyman 
barber 3 by which means he would not only be able to 
ſave me a conſiderable expence, but even make ſh:it to 
lay up ſomething for my ſubſiſtence after my money 
ſhould be ſpent, in caſe I ſhould not be reheved before. 

CHAP. AV. 
T read Melopoyn's tragedy, aud conceive a vaſt ofinion of 
his genus he recounts his adcocntures. 
HILE we ate our breakfaſt together, I made him 


acquainted with the character and condition of 


the poet, who came in with his play at that inſtant, and, 
imagining we were engaged about buſineſs, could not be 
1 prevailed 
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prevailed upon to fit ; but, leaving his performance, 
went away.—My friend's tender heart was melted at the 
ſight of a gentleman and Chriſtian (for he had a great 
veneration for both theſe epithets) in ſuch miſery ; and 
aſſented with great cheerfulneſs to a propoſal I made of 
clothing him with our ſuperfluities ; a taſk with which 
he charged himſelf, and departed immediately to per- 
form it. 

He was no ſooner gone, than I locked my door, and 
fat down to the tragedy, which I read to the end with vaſt 
pleaſure, not a little amazed at the conduct of the mana- 
gers who had rejected it.— The fable, in my opinion, 
was well choſen, and naturally conducted; the incidents 
intereſting; the characters beautifully contraſted, ſtrongly 
marked, and well ſupported; the diction poetical, ſpi- 
rited, and correct ; the unities of the drama maintained 
with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs; the opening, gradual 
and engaging; the peripeteiaia ſurpriſing, and the cataſ- 
trophe affecting. In ſhort, I judged it by the laws of 
Ariſtotle and Horace, and could find nothing in it ex- 
ceptionable, but a little too much embelliſhment in ſome 
few places, which objection he removed to my ſatisfac- 
tion, by a quotation from Ariſtotle's Poctics, importing, 
that the leaſt intereſting parts of a poem ought to be 
naifed and dignified by the charms and energy of diction. 

I revered his genius, and was ſeized with an eager 
curioſity to know the particular events of a fortune ſo 
unworthy of his merit, —At that inſtant Strap returned 
with a bundle of clothes, which I ſent with my compli- 
ments to Mr. Melopcyn, as a ſmall token of my regard, 
and defired the favour of his company to dinner. He 
accepted my preſent and invitation, and in leſs than half 
an hour made his appearance in a decent dreſs, which 
altered his figure very much to his advantage.—l per- 
ceived by his countenance that his heart was big with 
gratitude, and endeavoured to prevent his acknowledge. 
ments, by atking pardon for the liberty I had taken. He 
made no reply, but, with an aſpect full of admiration 
al eſteem, bowed to the ground, while the tears guſhed 
V2 trom 
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from his eyes. Affected with theſe ſymptoms of an in- 
genuous mind, I ſhifted the converſation, and compli. 
mented him on his performance, which, I affured him, 
afforded me infinite pleaſure..-My approbation made 
him happy. Dinner being ſerved, and Jackſon arrived, I 
begged their permiſſicn for Strap to lit At table with us, 
after having informed them, that he was a perion to 
whom I was extremely obliged : they were kind enough 
to grant that favour, and we ate together with great har. 
meny and ſatisfaction. 

Our meal being ended, I expreſſed my wonder at the 
little regard Mr. Melopyn had met with from the wor; 
and fignified a deſire of hearing how he had been treated 
by the managers of the play-houſes, to whom J under- 


ſtood from Jackſon, he had offered his tragedy without 


ſucceſs.— There is ſo little entertaining in the inci- 
dents of my life ({aid he) that J am ſure the recital will 
not recompenſe your attention; but ſince you diſcover 
an inclination to know them, I underſtand my duty too 
well to diſappoint your deſire.” e 


M* father, who was a curate in the country, being, 
by the narrownelſs of his circumſtances, hindered 
from maintaining me at the univerſity, took the charge 
of my education upon himſelf, and laboured with {uca 
induſtry and concern in the undertaking, that I nad lit- 
tle cauje to regret the want of public maſters.—Being at 
great pains to conſult my natural bias, he difcovercd in 
me, betimes, an inclination for poetry; upon which he 
recommended me to an intimate acquaintance with the 
claſſics, in the cultivation of which, he aſſiſted me with 
paternal zeal, and uacnnon erudition.— When he 
thought me ſuſhciently acquainted with the ancients, he 
directed my ſtudies to the beſt modern authors, French 
and Italian, as well as Engliſh, and laid a particular in- 
junction upon me, to make myſelf maſter of my motic 
tongue. 
About the age of eighteen, I grew ambitious 0 


undertaking a work of ſomè conſequence z and, wit! 
17 


in- 
i- 


London, and offer my play to the ſtage, where I did 


fortune; in which caſe I ſhould not be unmindful of my 


what I had to expect from the manager, to whom J in- 


ſucceſs.— On this conſideration too, I determined to be 
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my father's approbation, actually planned the tragedy 
you have read; but, before I had finiſhed four acts, 
that indulgent parent died, and left my mother and me 
in very indigent circumſtances. -A near relation com- 
paſſionating our diſtreſs, took us into his family, where 
I brought my fable to a concluſion, and ſoon after that 
period my mother quitted this life. When my ſor- 
row for this melancholy event had ſubſided, I told my 
kinſman, who was a farmer, that, having paid my laſt 
duty to my parent, I had no attachment to detain me 
in the country, and therefore was reſolved to ſet out for 


not doubt of acquiring a large ſhare of fame as well as 


friends and benefattors.—My couſin was raviſhed with 
the proſpect of my felicity, and willingly contributed 
towards the expence of fitting me out tor my expedi- 
tion. 

Accordingly I took a place in the waggon, and ar- 
rived in town, where I hired an apartment in a garret, 
willing to live as frugal as poſſible, until I ſhould know 


tended to offer my play.—For, though I looked upon 
myſelf as perfectly ſecure of a good reception, imagin- 
ing that a patentee would be as eager % receive as IL 
to preſent my production; I did not know whether or 
not he might be pre-engaged in favour of another au- 
thor, a circumſtance that would certainly retard my 


ſpeedy in my application, and even to wait upon one of 
the managers the very next day. For this purpoſe, I 
enquired of my landlord, if he knew where either or 
both of them lived; and, he being curious to know my 
buſineſs, and at the ſame time appearing to be a very 
honeſt friendly man, (a tallow-chandler,), I made him 
acquainted with my deſign; upon which he told me, 
that I went the wrong way to work ; that I would not 
find ſuch ealy acceſs to the manager as I imagined ; and 
that, if I delivered my performance without proper re- 

. commendation, 
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commendation, it would be as one to a thouſand if ever 


it ſhould be minded. Take my advice (ſaid he) 
and your buſineſs is done.—One of the patentees is a 
good catholic, as I am, and uſes the fame father who 
confeſſes me.—I will make you acquainted with this 
good prieſt, who is an excellent ſcholar, and if he ſhould 
approve of your play, his recommendation will go a 
great way in determining Mr. Supple to bring it on the 
ſtage. I applauded his expedient, and was intro- 
duced to the friar, who, having peruſed the tragedy, 
was pleaſed to ſignify his approbation, and commended 
me in particular for having avoided all reflections upon 
religion He promiſed to uſe all his influence with his 
ſon Supple in my behalf, and to inform himſelf that 
very day, at what time it would be proper for me to 
wait upon him with the piece. —He was punctual in 
performing his engagement, and next morning gave me 
to underſtand, that he had mentioned my affair to the 
manager, and that I had no more to do, than to go to 
his houſe any time in the forenoon, and make uſe of his 
name, upon which I ſhould find immediate admittance. 
J took this advice, put my performance in my boſom, 
and, having received directions, went immediately to 
the houſe of Mr. Supple, and knocked at the door, 
which had a wicket in the middle, faced with a net- 
work of iron. Through this a ſervant, having viewed 
me for ſome time, demanded to know my buſineſs. —I 
told him, my buſineſs was with Mr. Supple, and that 
I came from O*Varniſh. He examined my appear- 
ance once more, then went away, returned in a few 
minutes, and ſaid his maſter was buſy, and could not be 
ſeen.— Although I was a little mortified at my diſap- 
pointment, I was perſuaded that my reception was 
owing to Mr. Supple's ignorance, of my errand : and, 
that I might meet with no more obſtructions of the 
ſame kind, I defired Mr. O'Varniſh to be my introduc- 
tor the next time.——He complied with my requeſt, and 
obtained immediate admittance to the manager, who 
received me with the utmoſt civility, and promiſed 1 
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read my play with the firſt convenience.—By his own 
appointment J called again in a fortnight, but he was 
gone out. I returned in a week alter, and tlie poor gen- 


tleman was extremely ill. I renewed my viſit in a fort- 


night after that, and he aſſured me, he had been ſo much 
fatigued with buſineſs, that he had not been able as yet 
to read it to an end; but he would take the firſt oppor- 
tunity ; and in the mean time, obſerve1, that what he had 
jut ſeen of it was very eatertaining. I comforted myſelf 
with this declaration a few werks longer, at the end of 
which I appeared again before his wicket, was let in, 
and found him laid up with the gout. I no ſooner en- 
tered his chamber, than looking at me with a languiſh- 
ing eye, he ſaid, Mr. Melopoyn, I'm heartily ſorry for 
an accident that has happened during my illneſs.— Vou 
muſt know, that my eldeſt boy, finding your manuſcript 
upon the table in the dining-room, where I uſed to read 
it, carried it into the kitchen, and, leaving it there, a 


negligent wench of a cook maid, miſtaking it for waſte 


paper, has expended it all but a few leaves in ſingeing 
fowls upon the ſpit.— But I hope the misfortune is not 
irreparable, ſince, no doubt, you have ſeveral copies.“ 

I proteit to you, my good friend Mr. Random, I was 
extremely ſhocked at this information; but the good- 
natured gentleman ſeemed to be ſo much affected with 
my misfortune, that I ſuppreſſed my concern, and told 
him, that although I had not another copy, I ſhould be 
able to retrieve tac loſs by writing another from my me- 
mory, which was very tenacious. You cannot imagine 
how well pleaſed Mr. Supple was at this aſſurance : he 
begged I would ſet about it immediately, and carefully 
revolve and recollect every circumſtance, before I pre- 
tended to commit it to paper, that it might be the ſame 
individual play that he had poruicd —Encouraged by 
this injunction, which plainly demonſtrated how much 
he intereſted himſelf in the affair, I taſked my remem- 
brance and induftry, and in three weeks produced the 


exatt image of the former, which was conveyed to him 


by my good friend, Father O'Varniſh, who told me next 


day, 


- - ——— 


n 


n 
—— 2 — MN 
_— = 2 - 


ng 


— 


r 


2 8 AA, 
2 r 5” 
= —— err 


_— SS 
— * 


= 


ah, e aps erred. FR 
A 


A + 

* 7 * 
Fe, 

22 = 


_— 


Ry 


— 


— ES 


— — — — F - — — — 9 — —— — — > —— 8 —— — — — 2 5 — i, 3 2 3 
— r c Fes * — vw 27 e I rr on 5 Nr * 3 : —"® 2, 2 . — , wa — 
* 2 SE Da rents 2 3 wy OE IRE 3 9 ang 2 0 — . 
5 — k " * Con * 8 — * 2 - — tb < % - 
* — Þ — — — 2 . ATA S N ws . Nw — r — - — O * — — Wen «SY * 
— p eng 5 Gt TY AS. * + > — 2 . 5 £21 — uy __ 2 _ 
— — = ; - ne * 3 — . — — - 2 = — . 
tO — 5 * n — — —— — < — =D — = 
g — — — 8 — — — re nn r 
* 1 r - * — —— 3 * EFT - 


\ 


210 THE ADVENTURES OF | 
day, that Mr. Supple would reviſe it ſuperficially, in 
order to judge of its ſameneſs with the other, and then 
give his final anſwer.—For this examination I allotted a 
week; and, in full confidence of ſeeing it acted in a little 
while, demanded an audience of the manager, when that 
term was expired. But, alas! the ſeaſon had ſlipped 
away inſenſibly. He convinced me, that if my play had 
been put into rehearſal at that time, it could not have 
been ready for performing until the end of March, when 
the benefit nights came on; conſequently it would have 
interfered with the intereſt of the players, whom it was 
not my buſineſs to diſoblige. 

I was fain to acquieice in theſe reaſons, which to be 
ſure were extremely juſt ; and to reſerve my perfor- 


mance for the next ſeaſon, 'when he hoped I would not 


be ſo unlucky: although it was a grievous diſappoint- 
ment to me, who by this time began to want both mo- 
ney and neceſſaries, having, on the ſtrength of my ex- 
pectation from the theatre, launched out into ſome ex- 
travagancies, by which the ſum I brought to town was 
already almoſt conſumed.— Indeed, I ought to be aſhamed 
at this circumſtance of my conduct: for my finances were 
ſufficient, with good ceconomy, to have maintained me 
comfortable a whole ycar.— You will perhaps be amazed 
when Itell you, that in fix months expended not a farthing 
leſs than ten guineas: but when one conſiders the temp- 
tations to which a young man 1s expoſed in this great 
city, eſpecially if he is addicted to pleaſure, as I am, the 
wonder will vaniſh, or at leaſt abate.— Nor was the 
cauſe of my concern limited to my own ſituation en- 
tirely : I had writ an account of my good reception to 
my kinſman the farmer, and deſired him to depend upon 
me for the money he had kindly accommodated me with, 
about the end of February; which promiſe I now found 
myſelf unable to perform. However, there was no 
remedy but patience. I applied to my landlord, who was 
a very good-natured man, candidly owned my diſtreſs, 
and begged his advice in laying down ſome plan for my 
ſubſiſtence, —He readily promiſed to conſult his con- 


feſſor 
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feſſor on this ſubject, and in the mean time told me, I 
was welcome to lodge and board with him, until fortune 
ſhould put it in my power to make reſtitution. 

Mr. O'Varniſh being informed of my neceſſity, offer- 
ed to introduce me to the author of a weekly paper, 
who, he did not doubt, would employ me in that way, pro- 
vided he ſhould find me duly qualified; but, upon en- 
quiry, I underſtood that this journal was calculated to 
foment diviſions in the commonwealth, and therefore L 
deſired to be excuſed from engaging in it. He then 
propoſed that I ſhould write ſemething in the poetical 
way, which I might diſpoſe of to a bookſeller for a pret- 
ty ſum of ready money, and perhaps eftabliſi my own 
character into the bargain : this event would irvajlibly 
procure friends; and my tragedy would appear next 
ſeaſon to the beſt advantage, by being ſupported both 
by intereſt and reputation.—TI was charmed with this 
proſpect, and having heard what friends Mr. Pope ac- 
quired by his paſtorals, ſet about a work of that kind, 
and in leſs than ſix weeks compoſed as many eclogues, 
which I forthwith offered to an eminent bookſeller, who 
defired me to leave them for his peruſal, and he would 
give me an anſwer in two days. At the end of that 
time I went to him, when he returned the poems, telling 
me, they would not anſwer his purpoſe, and ſweetened 
his refuſal by ſaying, there were ſome good clever lines 
m them. Not a little dejected at this rebuff, which, 
I learned from Mr. O'Varniſh, was owing to the opinion 
of another author, whom 'this bookſeller always con- 
ſulted on theſe occaſions, I applied to another perſon of 
the ſame profeſſion, who told me, the town was cloyed with 
paſtorals, and adviſed me, if I intended to profit by my 
talents, to write ſomething ſatirical or luſcious, ſuch as 
The Button Hole, Shockey and Toxwzer, The Leaky Veſſel, 
&c. and yet this was a man in years , who wore a reverend 
perriwig, looked like a ſenator, and went regularly to 
church.—Be that as it will, I ſcorned to proſtitute my 
pen in the manner he propoſed, and carried my papers 
to a third, who aſſured me, that poctry was entirely _ 
| Q 
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of his way; and aſked if I had got never a piece of ſe- 
cret hiſtory, thrown into a ſeries of letters, or a volume 
of adventures, fuch as thoſe of Robinſon Cruſoe and 
Colonel Jack, or a collection of conundrums, wherewith 
to enter the plantations. —Being quite unfurniſhed 
for this dealer, I had recourſe to another, with as little 
ſucceſs; and I verily believe was rejected by the whole 
trade. 

I was afterwards perſuaded to offer myſelf as a tran. 
lator, and accordingly repaired to a perſon, who was ſaid 
to entertain numbers of that claſs in his pay. He aſſured 
me, he had already a great deal of that work on his 
hands, which he did not know what to do with; ob. 
ſerved, that tranſlation was a mere drug, that branch of 
literature being overſtocked with an inundation of au— 
thors from North Britain; and aſked what I would ex- 
pect per ſheet, for rendering the Latin claiſics into 
Engliſh ?—That I might not make myſelf too cheap, I 
determined to ſet a high price upon my qualifications, 
and demanded haif a guinea for every tranſlated ſheet, 
* Half a guinea !** (cried he, ſtaring at me;) then 
pauſed a little, and ſaid, he had no occaſion for my ſer- 
vice at preſent, —I found my error, and reſolving to 
make amends, fell one half in my demand; upon which 
he ſtared at me again, and told me his hands were full. 
I attempted cthers, without finding employment, and 
was actually reduced to a very uncomfortable proſpect, 
when I bethought myſelf of offering my talents to the 
Printers of haltpenny ballads, and other ſuch occafional 
eſſays as are hawked about the ſtreets.— With this 
view, I applied to one of the moſt noted and vociferous 
of this tribe, who directed me to a perſon whom I found 


entertaining a whele crowd of them with gin, bread and 


cheeſe. He carricd me into a little back-parlour, very 
neatly furniſhedy where I ſignified my deſire of being in- 
rolled among his writers; and was aſked, what kind ot 
compoſition I proteiſed ?—Underſtanding that my incli- 
nation leaned towards poetry, he expreſſed his ſatis{ac- 
tion, telling mie one of his poets had loſt his ſenſes, and 

Was 
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was confined in Bedlam, and the other was become 
dozed by drinking of drams ; ſo that he had not done 
any thing tolerable theſe many weeks.—When I pro- 
poſed, that we ſhould enter into terms of agreement, he 
gave me to underſtand, that his bargains were always 
conditional, and his authors paid in proportion to the 
ſale of their works. Having therefore ſettled theſe con- 
ditions, which (I do aſſure you) were not very advan- 
tageous to me, he aſſigned me a ſubje& for a ballad, 
which was to be finiſhed in two hours; and I retired to 
my garret in order to perform his injunction. As the 
theme happened to fuit my fancy, I completed a pretty 
ſort of an ode within the time preſcribed, and brought it 
to him, big with the. hope of profit and applauſe. He 
read it in a twinkling, and, to my utter aſtoniſhment, told 
me it would not do: though, indeed, he owned I wrote a 
good hand, and ſpelled very well; but my language was 
too high flown, and of conſequence not at all adapted to 
the capacity and taſte of his cuſtomers—I promiſed to 
rectify that miſtake, and in half an hour humbled my 
ſtile to the comprehenſion of vulgar readers : he approved 
of the alteration, and gave me fome hopes of ſucceeding. 
in time; though he obſerved, that my performance was 
very deficient in quaintneſs of expreſſion, that pleaſes the 
multitude: however, to encourage me, he ventured the 
expence of printing and paper, and, if I remember 
aright, my ſhare of the ſale amounted to fourpence halt- 
penny. | 

From that day I ſtudied the Grub- ſtreet manner with 
great diligence, and at length became ſuch a proficient, 
that my works were in great requelt among the moſt 
polite of the chairmen, draymen, hackney coachmen, 
tootmen, and ſervant maids: Nay, I have enjoyed the 
pleaſure of ſeeing my productions, adorned with cuts, 
paſted upon the wall as ornaments in beer-cellars and 
coblers* ſtalis; and have actually heard them ſung in 
clubs of ſubllantial tradetmen.,—put empty praiſe (you 
know, my dear friend) will not ſupply the cravings of 
nature, I found myſelt in danger of ſtarving in the 
mullt of all my fame; for of ten ſongs I compoſed, it 
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was well if two had the good fortune to pleaſe. —Fox 
this reaſon I turned my thoughts to proſe, and during a 
tract of gloomy weather, publiſhed an apparition, on the 


ſubſtance of which I ſuþſiſted very comfortably a whole 


month. I have made many a good meal upon a mon. 
ſer; a rape has often afforded me great ſatisfaction; 
but a murder well timed was my never- failing reſource, 
What then? I was a moſt miſerable ſlave to my employ- 
ers, who expected to be furniſhed at a minute's warning 
with proſe and verſe, juſt as they thought the circum- 
ſtances of the times required, whether the ncl:nation 
Was abſent or preſent. Upon my ſincerity, Mr. Ran- 
dom, I have been ſo much peſtered and beſieged by thoſe 
children of clamour, that life became a burden to me, 
CHAP. II. 
The continuation and coucluſion of Mr. Melofoyn's flory, 
If MADE ſhift, notwithſtanding,» to maintain myſelf 
till the beginning of next winter, when I renewed my 
addreſſes to my friend Mr. Supple, and was moſt graci- 
ouſly reccived .—< 1 have been thinking of your affair, 


Mr. Melopoyn (ſaid he) and am determined to ſhew how | 


far I have your interelt at heart, by introducing you to 
a young nobleman of my acquaintance, who is remark- 
able for his fine taſte in dramatic writings, and is, be- 
ſides, a man of ſuch influence, that if once he ſhould ap- 
prove of your play, his patronage will ſupport it againſt 
all the efforts of envy and ignorance: for I do affure 
you, that merit alone will not bring ſucceſs.—I have 
already ſpoke of your perforinance to Lord Rattle, and 
if you call at my houſe in a day or two, you ſhall haye a 
letter of introduction to his lordſhip.” —I was ſenſibly 
touched with this mark of Mr. Supple's friendſhip, and 
looking upon my affair as already done, went home, 
and imparted my good fortune to my landlord, who, to 
render my appearance more acceptable to my patron, 
procured a ſuit of new clothes for me on his own credit. 

Not to trouble you with idle particulars, I carried my 


tragedy to his lordſhip's lodgings, and ſent it up along 


with Mr. Supple's litter, by one of his ſervants, who 
dchred ine, by his lord's order, to return jn a _ 2 
| Idi 
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T did fo, and was admitted to his lordſhip, who received 
me very courteouſly, told me he had peruſed my play, 
which he thought, on the whole, was the beſt coup 
de ſai he had ever ſeen; but that he had marked ſome 
places in the margin, which he imagined might be al- 
tered for the better. — I was tranſported with this recep- 
tion, and promiſed (with many acknowledgments of his 
lordſhip's generoſity) to be governed folely by his advice 
and direction.“ Well then (ſaid he) write another 


fair copy with the alterations I have propoſed, and bring 


it to me as ſoon as poſſible; for I am reſolved to have it 
brought on the ſtage this winter.” —You may be ſure IL 
ſet about this talk with alacrity; and although I found 
his lordſhip's remarks much more numerous, and of lefs 
importance, than I expected, I thought it was not my 
intereſt to diſpute upon trifles with my patron ; there- 
fore new modelled it according to his deſire in leſs than 
a month. | 1 

When I waited upon him with the manuſcript, I found 
one of the actors at breakfaſt with his lordſhip, who im- 
mediately introduced him to my acquaintance, and de- 
fired him to read a ſcene of my play.—This talk he per- 
formed very much to my ſatisfaction, with regard to 
emphaſis and pronunciation; but he ſignified his diſguſt 
at ſeveral words in every page, which I preſuming to 
defend, Lord Rattle told me with a preremptory look, 
I muſt not pretend to diſpute with him, who had been a 
player theſe twenty years, and underſtood the ceconomy 
of the ſtage better than any man living. I was forced 
to ſubmit z and his lordſhip propoſed the ſame actor 
ſhould read the whole play, in the evening, before ſome 
gentlemen of his acquaintance, whom he would con- 
vene at his lodgings for that purpoſe, 

I was preſent at the reading: and I proteſt to you, 
my dear friend, I never underwent ſuch a ſevere trial in 
the whole courſe of my life as at that juncture; for al- 
though the player might be a very honeſt man, and a 
good performer, he was exceſſivcly illiterate and aſſum- 
ing, and made a thouſand frivolous objections, which I 


was not permitted to anſwer: however, the piece was 


SY very 
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very much applauded on the whole; the gentlemen pre- 
ſent, who, T underſtood, were men of fortune, promiſed 
to countenance and ſupport it as much as they could ; 
and Lord Rattle aſſuring me that he would act the part 


of a careful nurſe to it, defired me to carry it home, and 


alter it immediately according to their remarks.— I was 
fain to acquieſce in his determination, and fulfilled his 
injunctions with all the expedition in my power; but be- 
fore I could preſent the new copy, my good friend Mr. 
Supple had difpoſed of his property and patent to one 
Mr. Bray er; ſo that freſh intereſt was to be made with 
the new manager.— This tatk Lord Rattle undertook, 
having ſome acquaintance with him, and recommended 
my performance ſo ſtrongly, that it was received. 

I locked upon myſelf now as upon the eve of reaping 
the fruits of all my labour: I waited a few days in ex- 
pectation of its being put into rehearial, and wondering 
at the delay, applied to my worthy patron, who excuird 
Mr. Brayer on account of the multiplicity of buſinels in 
which he was involved, and bade me beware of teazing 
the patentee, —I treaſured up this caution, and exerted 


my patience three weeks longer; at the end of which his 


lordſhip gave me to underſtand, that Mr. Brayer had rcad 
my play, and owned it had indubitable merit ; but as he 
had long been pre-engaged to another author, he could 
not poſſibly repreſent it that jcaſon; though, if I would 
reſerve it tor the next, and in the interim make ſuch al- 
terations as he had propoſed by obſervations on the mar- 
gin, I might depend upon his compliance. 
Thunderſtruck at this diſappointment, I could not 
for ſome minutes utter one ſyllable : at length, however, 
I complained bitterly of the manager's inſincerity in 
amuſing me ſo long, when he knew from the beginning, 
that he could not gratify my deſire, —But his lordſhip 
reprimanded me for my freedom, {aid Mr. Brayer was a 
man of honour, and imputed his behaviour, with reſpect 
to me, to nothing elſe but forgetfulneſs.— And indeed 
J have had ſome reaſon ſince that time to be convinced 
of his bad memory; for, in ſpite of appearances, I will 
not allow myiclt to interpret his conduct any other 
| Way. 


and having waited a conſiderable time, was favoured 


up, and perceiving, with ſome ſurpriſe, that it was a 
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way, —Lord Rattle obſerving me very much affected 
with my diſappointment, offered his intereſt to bring on 
my'play at the other houſe, which I eagerly accepting, 
he forthwith wrote a letter of recommendation to Mr, 
Bellower, actor, and prime miniſter to Mr. Vandal, pro- 
prietor of that theatre; and deſired me to deliver it with 
my tragedy without loſs of time. Accordingly, I 
haſtened to his houte, where, after waiting a whole hour 
in a lobby, I was admitted to his preſence, and my per- 
formance received with great ftate,—He told me he was 
extremely buſy at preſent, but he would peruſe it as 
ſoon as poſſible 3 and bade me call again in a week, 1 
took my leave, not a little aſtoniſhed at the port and 
ſupercilious behaviour of this ſtage player, who had not 
treated me with good manners; and began to think the 
dignity of a poet greatly impaired fince the days of Eu- 
ripides and Sophocles ; but all this was nothing in com- 
pariſon of what I have ſince obſerved. | 

Well, Mr. Random, I went back at the appointed 
time, and was told that Mr. Bellower was engaged, and 
could not ſee me. I repeated my viſit a fe days after, 


with an audience, during which, he ſaid, he had not as 
yet read my play.—Nettled at this uſage, I could con- 
tain myſelt no longer, but telling him, I imagined he 
would have paid more deference to Lord Rattle's recom- 
mendation, demanded my manuſcript with ſome expreſ- 
ſions of reſentment.— Ay, (ſaid he, in a theatrical 
tone,) with all my heart. — Then pulling out a drawer 
of the bureau, at which he ſat, he took out a bundle, 
and threw it upon a table that was near him, pronounc- 
ing the word, „ There,“ with great diſdain.— I took it 


comedy, told him it did not belong to me; upon which 
he offered me another, which I alſo diſclaimed. -A third 
was produced, and rejected for the fame reaſon. At 
length he pulled out a whole handful, and ſpread them 

before me, ſaying, „There are ſeven take which 
you pleaſe or take them all.“ I ſingled out my 
own, and went away, ftruck dumb with admiration at 
TE 3 what 


— — — — =_ 
— — — — — 
— — * + — 


= . — 3 » A 9 = . ——— - 
— 3 od — — a — 0 N 
— — a _ — = p — 1 
I EY A ·˙ . ̃ ale am — . P ——————— 


hs * — 2 
e eee 
— — — — — — — — * " * <> * N 


—— ——— — TG 


> enter — 


218 THE ADVENTURES OF 
what I had feen—not ſo much on account of his inſo- 
lence, as the number of new plays which, from this 
circumſtance, I concluded were yearly offered to the 
ftage.——You may be ſure, I did not fail to carry my 


complaint to my patron, who d1d not receive it with all 


the indignation I expected; but taxed me with precipi- 
tation, and told me, I muſt lay my account with bearing 


the humours of the players, if I intended to write tor thc 
ſtage. «© There is now no other remedy (taid he) 


but to keep it till the next ſeaſon for Mr. Brayer, and 


alter it at your leiſure, in the ſummer, according to his 
directions.“ I was now reduced to a terrible alterna- 
tive, either to quit all hopes of my tragedy, from which 


I had all along promiſed myſelf a large ſhare of fortune 


and reputation, or to encounter eight long months ot 


adverſity, in preparing for and expecting its appearance, 
— This laſt penance, painful as it was, leemed moſt eli- 
gible to my reflection at that time, and therefore I re- 
ſolved to undergo it. 

Why ſhould I tire you with particulars of no conſe- 
quence? IT wreſtled with extreme poverty until the time 
of my probation was expired ; and went to my Lord 
Rattle, in order to remind him of my affair, when I un- 
derſtood, to my great concern, that his lordſhip was juſt 
on the point of going abroad, and, which was ſtill more 
unfortunate for me, Mr. Brayer had gone into the coun- 
try; ſo that my generous patron had it not in his power 
to introduce me perſonally, as he intended : however, he 
wrote a very ſtrong letter to the manager in my favour, 
and put him in mind of the promiſe he had made in be- 
half of my play. | 

As ſoon as I was certified of Brayer's return, I went 
to his houſe with this letter, but was told he was gone 
out.—I called again next day early in the morning, re- 
ceived the ſame anfwer, and was detired to leave my 


name and buſineſs. I did fo, and returned the next day 


after, when the ſervant ſtill affirmed that his maſter Was 
gone abroad! though I perceived him, as I retired, ob- 
ſerving me through a window, Incenſed at this dif- 
covery, I went to a coifee-houſe hard by, and . 
118 
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RODERIC RANDOM. 219 
his lordſhip's letter in one from mytelf, demanded a ca- 
tegorical anſwer. I ſent it to his houſe by a porter; 
who returned in a few minutes, and told me Mr. Brayer 
would be glad to ſce me at that inſtant. I obeyed the 
ſummons, and was received with fuch profulion of com- 
pliments and apologies, that my reſentment immediately 
jubtded, and I was even in pain for the concern which 
this honeſt man ſhewed at the miſtake of his {ervant, 
who, it ſeems, had been ordered to deny him to every 
body but me.—He exprefied his utmolt veneration for 
his good and noble friend Lord Rattle, whom he ſhould 
always be proud to ierve; promiſed to peruſe the play 
with all difpatch, and give me a meeting upon it; and, as 
a teſtimony of his eſteem, made me a pretent of a gene- 
ral order for the ſcaſon, by which 1 ſhould be admitted 
to any part of the theatre.— This was a very agreeabl 
compliment to me, whole greatelt pleature contifted in 
ſceing dramatic performances, and you need not doubt 
that J often availed myſelf of my privilege. As I had 
an opportunity of being behind the ſcenes when I pleated, 
I frequently converſed with Mr. Brayer about my play, 
and atked when he intended to put it into rehearſal; but 
he had always fo much buſineſs upon his hands, that it 
remained with him unopened a confiderable While; and 
became very uneaiy about the ſeaſon, that waſted 
apace, when I ſaw in the papers another new play adver- 
tied, which had been written, offered, accepted and re- 
bearied in the compals of three months. M ou may 
eahly gucſs how much I was confounded at this event! 
I own to you, that, in the firſt tranſports of my anger, I 
ulpected Mr. Brayer of having acted towards me in the 
moſt pitiful, perfidious manner; and was actually glad of 
lus diſappointment of his favourite piece, which, by the 
trength of art, lingered till the third night, and then di- 
td in a acplorable manner. But now that paiſion has no 
ſlare in my reflection, I am willing to aſcribe his beha- 
Nour to his want of memory or want of judgment, which, 
ſou know, are natural defects, that are more worthy of 
Mmpathon than reproach, 

: About 
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About this time I happened to be in company with a 
gentlewoman, who having heard of my tragedy, told me, 
ſhe was acquainted with the wife of a gentleman, who 
was very well known to a lady, who had great intereſt 
with a perſon who was intimate with Earl Sheerwit, and 
that, if I pleaſed, ſhe would uſe her influence in my be. 
half.—As this nobleman had the character of a Mecæ- 
nas in the nation, and could ſtamp. a value upon any 
work by his ſole countenance and approbation, I ac. 
cepted her offer with eagerneſs, in full confidence of ſee- 
ing my reputation eftabliſhe®, and my wiſhes tulfilled in 
a very ſhort time, provided that I ſhould have the good 
fortune to pleaſe his lordſhip's taſte. IT withdrew the 
manuſcript from the hands of Mr. Brayer, and commit- 
ted it to the care of this gentlewoman, who laboured fo 
effectually in my intereſt, that in leſs than a month it was 
conveyed to the earl; and in a few wecks after, I had 


the ſatisfaction to hear, that he read and approved it 
very much. Tranſported with this piece of intelligence, 


I flattered myſelf with the hopes of his intereſting him- 
ſelf in its favour ; but hearing no more of the matter in 
three whole months, I began (God forgive me) to ſuſpett 
the veracity of the perſon who brought me the good tid- 
ings: for I thought it impoſſible that a man of his 
rank and character, who knew the difficulty ot writinga 
good tragedy, and underftocd the dignity of the work, 
ſhould read and applaud an eſſay of this kind, without 
feeling an inclination to befriend the author, whom his 
countenance alone could raiſe above dependence. But it 
was not long before I found my friend very much 
wronged by my opinion. | 
You mult know that the civilities I had received from 
Lord Rattle, and the deſire he manifeſted to promote the 
{ucceſs of my play, encouraged me to write an account 
of my bad fortune to his Lordſhip, who condeſcended {0 
far as to deſire, by letter, a young ſquire of a great 
eſtate, with whom he was intimate, to eſpouſe my caule, 
and, in particular, make me acquainted with one Mr. 
Marmozet, a celebrated player, who had lately appeauel 


on the ſtage with aſtoniſhing eclat, and bore ſuch ſway 
in 
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in the houſe where he acted, that the managers durſt not 


refuſe any thing he recommended. The young gentle- 


man whom Lord Rattle had employed for this purpoſe, 
being diſhdent of his own intereſt with Mr. Marmozet, 
had recourſe to a nobleman of his acquaintance, who; at 
his ſolicitation, was ſo good as to introduce me to him 
and the converſation turning upon my periormance, I 
was not a little ſurpriſed, as well as pleaſed, to hear, that 
Earl Sheerwit had ſpoken very much in its praiſe, and 
even ſent Mr. Marmozet the copy, with a meſſage ex- 
preſſing a deſire that he would act in it next ſeaſon.— 
Nor was the favourite actor backward in commending 
the piece, which he mentioned with ſome expreſſions of 
regard, that I do not choole to repeat; aſſuring me that 
he would appear in it, provided he ſhould be engaged to 
play at all during the ſeaſon. In the mean time, he de- 
tired I would give him leave to peruſe it in the country, 
whither he intended to remove next day, that he might 
have 1eifure to conſider and point out fuch alterations as 
might, perhaps, be neceſſary for its repreſentation ; and 
took my direction, that he might communicate by letter, 
the obtervations he ſhould make. Truſting to theſe aſ- 
ſurances, and the intereit which had been made in my 
behalf, I hugged myſelf in the expectation of ſeeing it 
not only acted, but acted to the greateſt advantage, and 
this J thought could not tail of recompeniing me in an 
ample manner, for the anxiety an affliction I had under- 
gone: but ſix weeks being elapſed, I did not know how 
to reconcile Mr. Marmozet's ſilence with his promiſe 
of writing to me in ten days after he ſet out for the 
country: however, I was at laſt favoured with a letter, 
importing, that he had made ſome remarks on my tra- 
gedy, which he would trecly impart at meeting, and ad- 
viimg me to put it, without loſs of time, into the hands 
of that manager who had the beſt company; as he him- 
ſelf was quite uncertain whether or not he ſhould be en- 
gaged that winter.—I was a good deal alarmed at this 
aſt part of his letter, and advited about it with a friend, 
who told me, it was a plain indication of Mr. Marmo- 
zet's deſire to get rid of his promiſe: that his pretended 
6 | uncertainty 
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uncertainty about acting next winter, was no other than 
a ſcandalous evaſion ; for, to his certain knowledge, he 
was already engaged, or at leaſt in terms, with Mr. Van- 

dal; and that his deſign was to diſappoint me, in favour 

of a new comedy, which he had purchaſed of the author, 

and intended to bring upon the E for his own advan- 

tage, In ſhort, my dear Sir, this perſon, who, I muſt 

own, is of a ſanguine complexion, handled the character 
of Mr. Marmozet with ſuch ſeverity, that I began to 

ſuſpect him of ſome particular prejudice, and put myſelf 
upon my guard againſt his infinuations. I ought to 
crave pardon for this tedious narration of trivial circum- 
ſtances, which, however intereſting they may be to me, 
muſt certainly be very inſipid to the ear of one uncon- 

cerned in the affair.—But I underſtand the meaning of 
your looks, and will proceed. Well, Sir, Mr. Marmo- 
zet, upon his return to town, treated me with uncom- 
mon complaiſance, and invited me to his lodgings, where 
he propoſed to communicate his remarks, which I con- 
feſs were more unfavourable than I expected; but an- 
ſwered his objections, and, as I thought, brought him 
over to my opinion; for, on the whole, he ſignified the 
higheſt approbation of the performance.—In the courſe 
of our diſpute, I was not a little ſurpriſed to find this 
ue gentleman's memory ſo treacherous as to let him 

orget what he had ſaid to me, before he went out of 
town, in regard to Earl Sheerwit's opinion of my play, 
which he now profeſſed himſelf ignorant of; and I was 
extremely mortified at hearing from his own mouth, that 
his intereſt with Mr. Vandal was ſo very low, as to be 
inſufficient of itſelf to bring a new piece upon the ſtage, 
J then begged his advice, and he counſelled me to apply 
to Earl Sheerwit for a meſſage in my favour to the ma- 
nager, who would not preſume to refuſe any thing re- 
commended by ſo great a man; and he was ſo kind as 
to promiſe to ſecond this meſſage with all his power.—l 
had immediate recourſe to the worthy gentlewoman, 
my friend already mentioned, who opened the channels of 
her conveyance with ſuch expedition, that in a few days 
I had a promiſe of the meſſage, provided I could affure 
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author 3 for his lordſhip did not chooſe to condeſcend ſo 
far, until he ſhould underitand that there was a probabi- 
lity (at leaſt) of ſucceeding. At the lame time that he bleſ- 
ſed me with this piece of news, I was ſtartled at another, 
by the ſame canal of communication; which was, that 
Mr. Marmozet, before he adviied me to this application, 
had informed the Earl, that he had read my play, and 
found it altogether unfit for the ſtage.— Though I could 


not doubt the certainty of this intelligence, I believed 


there was ſome miſapprehenſion in the caſe; and, with- 
out taking any notice of it, told Mr. Marmozet the an- 
fer I had been favoured with; and he promiſed to aſk 
Mr. Vandal the queſtion propoſed.-—I waited upon him 
in a day or two, when he gave me to underſtand, that 
Mr. Vandal having profeſſed himſelf free of all engage- 
ments, he had put my play into his hands, and repre- 
{nted it as a piece ſtrongly recommended by Earl Sheer- 
wit, who (he afiured him) would honour him with a 
meſſage in its favour : and he deſired me to call for an 
anfwer at Mr. Vandal's houſe in three days.—I fol- 
bowed his directions, and found the manager, who, being 
made acquainted with my buſineſs, owned that Mr. Mar- 
mozet had given him a manuſcript play, but denied that 
he mentioned Earl Sheerwit's name. When I informed 
him of the circumſtances of the affair, he ſaid, he had 
no engagement with any author; that he wonld read my 
tragedy forthwith ; and did not believe he thopld venture 
to reject it in contradiction to his lordſnip's opinion, 
tor which he had the utmoſt veneration, but put it into 
rehearſal without loſs of time.——-I was fo much intox1- 
cated with this encouragement, that I overlooked the 
myſterious conduct of Mr. Marmozet, and attended the 
manager at the time appointed, when, to my infinite 
confution, he pronounced my play improper for the 
age, and rejected it accordingly. As ſoon as I could re- 
collect myſelf from the diſorder into which this unex- 
pected refuſal had thrown me, I expreſſed a deſire of 


bearing his objections, which were ſo groundleſs, in- 


likinct, and unintelligible, that I perſuaded myſelf he had 
not 


myſelf of Mr. Vandal's being unengaged to any other 
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not at all peruſed the piece, but had been prompted by by 
ſomebody, whoſe leſſons he had not rightly retained, WW w! 
However, I have been ſince informed, that the poor man's th 
head, which was not naturally very clear, had been diſor- Mi 
dered with ſuperſtition, and that he 3 under the ty- MW tei 
ranny of a wife and the terrors of hell- fire at the ſame time, co 
—ÞPrecipitated in this manner, from the higheſt pinnacle eff 
of hope to the abyſs of deſpondence, I was ready to tink W he 
under the burden of my affliction; and, in the bitterneſs MW to 
of my anguiſh, could not help entertaining ſome doubts WM wt 
of Mr. Marmozet's integrity, when I recollected and pl: 
compared the-circumſtances of his conduct towards me, of 
I was encouraged in this ſuppolition, by being told, that MW ble 
my Lord Sheerwit had ſpoke of his character with great MW for 
contempt ; and, in particular, reſented his inſolence in er: 
oppoling his own taſte to that of his lordſhip concerning fell 
my tragedy.— While I heſitated between different opi- bu; 
nions of the matter, that friend, who (as J told you be- ad 
fore) was a little hot-hcaded, favoured me with a vilit, MW Jen 
and, having heard a circumſtantial account of the whole poe 
affair, could not contain his indignation, but aihrmed, M the 
without ceremony, that Marmozet was the ſole occation W ſho! 
of my diſappointment ; that he had acted from firſt to ſup 
laſt with the moſt perfidious diſſimulation, cajoling me mot 
with inſinuat ing civilities, while he underhand employed the 
all his art and influence to prejudice the ignorant mana- whi 
ger againſt my performance; that nothing could equal the 
his hypocrily but his avarice, which engroſſed the facul- mu- 
ties of his ſoul ſo much, that he ſcrupled not to be guil- that 
ty of the meaneſt practices to gratify that ſordid appe- cha; 
tite ; that, in conſequence of this diſpoſition, he had pro- forg 


ſtituted honour in betraying my inexperience, and in un- litth, 
dermining the intereſt of another author of eſtabliſhed re- B 
putation, who had alſo offered a tragedy to the ſtage play 
which he thought would interfere with the ſucceſs of te ploy 
comedy he had bought, and determined to bring on at all tifte1 
events. conf] 

I was ſhocked at the deſcription of ſuch a monſter, | with 
which I could not believe exiſted in the world, bad as , fits 
is, and argued againſt the aſſeverations of my frieno mer; 


by V 


much as ever in favour with the earl; a circumſtance 


ment, therefore made another effort in my behalf, and, 
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by demonſtrating the bad policy of ſuch behaviour, 
which could not fail of entailing infamy upon the au- 
thor ; and the ſmall temptation that a man of Mr. Mar- 
mozet's figure and ſucceſs could have to conſult his in- 
tereſt in ſuch a groveling manner, which muſt create 
contempt and abhorrence of him in his patrons, and 
effectually deprive him of the countenance and protection 
he now enjoys in ſuch an eminent degree. He pretended 
to laugh at my ſimplicity, and aſked if I knew for 
which of his virtues he was ſo much careſſed by the peo- 
ple of faſhion.—“ It is not (ſaid he) for the qualities 
of his heart, that this little paraſite is invited to the ta- 
bles of dukes and lords, who hire extraordinary cooks 
for his entertainment : His avarice they ſee not, his in- 
gratitude they feel not; his hypocriſy accommogates it- 
telf to their humours, and is of . conſequence pleaſing z 
but he is chiefly courted for his buffoonery, and will be 
admitted into the choiceſt parties of quality for his ta- 
lents of mimicking Punch and his wife Joan, when a 
poet of the moſt exquiiite genius is not able to attract 
the leaſt, regard. - God forbid, Mr. Random, that I 
ſhould credit aflertions that degrade the dignity of our 
{ſuperiors ſo much, and repreſent that poor man as the 
moſt abject of all beings! No! I looked upon them as 
the hyperboles of paſſion; and though that comedy of 
which he ſpoke did actually appear, I dare not doubt 
the innocence of Mr. Marmozet, who, I am told, is as 


that, ſurely, could not be, unleſs he had vindicated his 
character to the {atisfaction of his lordſhip.— Pray 
forgive this long digrefſion, and give me the hearing a 
little longer; for, thank heaven, I am nownear the goal. 

Baſfled in all my attempts, I deſpaired of ſeeing my 
play ated; and bethought myſelf of chooſing ſome em- 
ployment, that might afford a ture though mean ſub- 
ſiſtence; but my landlord, to whom I was by this time 
conſiderably indebted, and who had laid his account 
with having his money paid all in a heap, from the pro- 
tits of my third night, could not brook his diſappoint- 
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by dint of inter=ſt, procured a meſſage from a lady of 
faſhion to Mr. Brayer, who had always profeſſed a great 
veneration tor her, deſiring that he would ſet up my 
play forthwith, and aſſuring him that ſhe and al her 
friends would ſupport it in the performance. To 
ſtrengthen my intereſt, ſhe engaged his beſt actors in 
my cauſe; and in ſhort exerted herſelf fo much, that it 
was again received, and my hopes began to revive.— 
But Mr. Brayer, honeſt man, was fo much engroſſed by 
bufineſs of vaſt conſequence, though to appearance he 
had nothing at all to do, that he could not find time to 
read it until the ſeafon was pretty far advanced ; and 
read it he muſt; for, notwithftanding his having peruſed 
it before, his memory did not retain one circumitance 
of the matter. 

At length he favoured it with his attention, and hay. 
ing propoſed certain alterations, ſent his duty to the 
lady who patronized it, and promiſed, on his honour, 
to bring it on the next winter, provided theſe alterations 
ſhould be made, and the copy delivered to him before 
the end of April. — With aa aching heart, I ſubmitted 
to theſe conditions, and performed them accordingly. 
But Fortune owed me another unforeſeen mortification 
Mr. Marmozet, during the ſummer, became joint-pa- 
tentee with Mr. Brayer, fo that when I claimed pertor- 
mance of articles, I was told, he could do nothing with- 
out the conſent of his partner, who was pre-engaged to 
another author. | 5 

My condition was rendered deſperate by the death of 
my good friend and landlord, whoſe executors obtain. d 
a judgment againſt my effects, which they ſeized, and 
turned me out into the ſtreets naked, friendleſs and for- 
lorn : there I was arreſted at the ſuit of my taylor, and 
thrown into priſon, where I have made ſhift to live theſe 
five weeks on the bounty of my tellow-priſoners, who, 
J hope, are not the worſe for the inſtruction and good 
offices by which I manifeſt my gratitude ; but, in ſpite 
of all their charitable endeavours, my life was ſcarce 
tolerable, until your uncommon benevolence enabled me 
to enjoy it with comfort. | 
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| CHAP. XXVII 
I am ſeized with a deep melancholy, and become a flowen 
am relieved by my uncle. be prevails upon me 
to engage with his oz2ners as ſurgeon of the, pi 
ewhich he commands——he makes me a confiderab 
preſent entertains Strap as his fleward-—[ take 
lead of my friends, and go on boar the ſhip an- 
rives at the Downs. | 
J SHALL not make any reflections on this ſtory, in 
the courſe of which the reader muſt perceive how 
egregiouſly the ſimplicity and milky diſpoſition of this 
worthy man had been duped and abuſed by a ſet of 
ſcoundrels, who were ſo habituated to fal(chood and 
equivocation, that I verily believe, they would have 
found the utmoſt difficulty in uttering one {ſyllable of 
truth, though their lives had depended upon their fin- 
cerity.,—Notwithſtanding all I had ſuffered from the 
knavery and ſelfiſhneſs of mankind, I was amazed and 
incenſed at the baſe indifference which ſuffered fuch un- 
common merit as he poſſeſſed, to languiſh in obſcurity, 
and ſtruggle with all the miſeries of a loathſome jail ; 
and ſhould have bleſſed the occaſion that ſecluded me 
from ſuch a perfidious world, had not the remembrance 
of the amiable Narciſſa preſerved my attachment to that 
ſociety of which ſhe conftitited a part.—The picture of 
that lovely creature was the conſtant companion of my 
ſolitude: How often did I contemplate the reſemblance 
of thoſe enchanting features that firſt captivated my 
heart How often did I weep over thoſe endearing ſcenes 
which her image recalled! and how often did I curſe my 


perfidious fate for having robbed me of the fair original] 


In vain did my imagination flatter me with ichemes of 
future happineſs ; ſurly reaſon always interpoſed,” and 
in a moment overthrew the unſubſtantial fabric, by 
chaſtiſing the extravagance of my hope, and repreſent- 
ing my unhappy ſituation in the right point of view: In 
ain did I fly for refuge to the amuſements of the place, 
and engage in the parties of Jack ſon, at cards, billiards, 
nine-pins, and fives; a train of melancholy thoughts 
took poſſeſſion of my ſoul, which even the converſation 
ef Melopoyn could not divert. I ordered Strap to 
1 2 enquire 
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enquire every day at Banter's lodgings, in expectation 
of hearing again from my charmer; and my diſappoint- 


ment conſiderably augmented my chagrin. My af- 
fectionate valet was infected with my ſorrow, and often 


ſat with me whole hours without ſpeaking, uttering ſigh 


for ſigh, and ſhedding tear for tear. —This fellowſhip 
increaſed our diſtemper : he became incapable of buſineſs, 
and was diſcarded by his maſter ; while I, ſeeing my 
money melt away without any certainty of deliverance, 
and, in ſhort, all my hopes fruſtrated, grew negligent of 
life, loft all appetite, and degenerated into ſuch a ſloven, 


that, during the ſpace of two-months, I was neither 


waſhed, ſhifted, nor ſhaved ; ſo that my face, rendered 
meagre with abſtinence, was obſcured with dirt, and 
over-ſhadowed with hair, and my whole appearance 
ſqualid, and even frightful; when, one day, Strap brought 
me notice, that there was a man below who wanted to 
ſpeak with me. Rouſed at this intelligence, and in full 
hopes of receiving a letter from the dear object of my 
love, I ran down ſtairs with the utmoſt precipitation, 
and found, to my infinite ſurpriſe, my generous uncle, 
Mr. Bowling! Tranſported at the fight, I ſprung for- 
ward to embrace him. Upon which he ſtarted aſide with 


great agility, drew his hanger, and put himſelf upon 


his guard, crying, ** Avaſt, brother, avaſt ! Sheer off. 
—Yo ho! you turnkey, why don't you keep a better 
look-out ? Here's one of your crazy priſoners broke from 
his laſhings, I do ſuppoſe.” —I could not help laughing 
heartily at his miſtake; but this J ſoon rectified by my 
voice, which he inſtantly recollected, and ſhock me by 
the hand with great affection, teſtifying his concern at 
ſeeing me in ſuch a miſerable condition. 

I conducted him to my apartment, where, in preſence 
of Strap, whom I introduced to him as one of my beſt 
friends, he gave me to underſtand, that he was juſt ar- 
rived from the coaſt of Guinea, after having made a 
pretty ſucceſsful voyage, in which he had acted as mate, 
until the ſhip was attacked by a French privateer ; that 
the captain being killed during the engagement, he had 
taken the command, and was 1o fortunate as to ſink the 

| enemy; 


1 
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enemy; after which exploit he fell in with a merchant ſſiip 
from Martinico, laden with ſugar, indigo, and ſome 
filverz and, by virtue of his letter of marque, attacked, 


took, and brought her ſafe into Kinſale, in Ireland, 


where ſhe was condemned as a lawful prize; by which 
means he had not only got a pretty ſum of money, but 
alſo acquired the favcur of his owners, who had al- 
ready conferred upon him the command of a large ſhip, 
mounted with twenty nine-pounders, ready to fail vpon 
a very advantageous voyage, which he was not at Ji- 
berty to diſcover. —And he aſſured me, that it was with 
the greateſt difficulty he had found me, in conſequence 
of a direction left for him at his lodgings at Wapping. 

I was rejoiced beyond meaſure at this account of his 
good fortune; and, at his defire, recounted all the ad- 
ventures that had happened to me fince we parted, —— 
When he underſtood the particulars of Strap's attach- 
ment to me, he {queezed his hand very cordially, and 
promiſed to make a man of him; then, giving me ten 
gu:neas for my preſent occaſion, took a direction for the 
taylor who arreſted me, and went away, in order to diſ- 


charge the debt, telling me at parting, that he would 


ſoon fetch up all my leeway with a wet tail. 

I was utterly confounded at this fudden tranſition, 
which affected me more than any reverſe I had formerly 
felt; and a crowd of incoherent ideas ruſhed ſo impe- 
tuoutly upon my imagination, that my reaſon could 
neither ſeparate nor connect them; when Strap, whoſe 
Joy had manifeſted itſelf in a thouſand fooleries, came 
into my room with his ſhaving utenſils, and, without 


any previous intimation, began to lather my beard, 


whiſtling with great emotion all the while.—I ſtarted 
trom my reverie, and, being too well acquainted with 
Strap, to truſt myſelf in his hands while he was under 
ſuch agitation, deſired to be excuſed, ſent for another 
barber, and ſuffered myſelf to be trimmed.— Having 
performed the ceremony of ablut ion, I ſhifted, and, 
drefling in my gayeſt apparel, waited for the return of 
my uncle, who was agreeably ſurpriſed at my ſudden 
transformation, 
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This beneficent kinſman had ſatisfied my creditor, 
and obtained an order for my diſcharge, ſo that I was 
no longer a priſoner ; but, as I had ſome reluctance to 
part with my friends and fellows in diftreſs, I prevailed 
upon Mr. Bowling to favour us with his company, and 
invited Mr. Melopoyn and Jackſon to ſpend the evening 
at my apartment, where I regaled them with a ſupper, 
good wine, and the news of my releaſe, on which they 
heartily congratulated me, notwithſtanding the loſs of 
my company, which, they were pleaſed. to ſay, they 
ſhould ſeverely feel. As for Jackſon, his misfortune 
made ſo little impreſſion on himſelf, and was altogether 
. ſo looſe, indifferent, and indiſcreet, that I could ſcarce 
Pity his ſituation: but I had conceived a veneration and 
triendſhip for the poet, who was, in all reſpects, an ob- 
jet much more worthy of compaſſion and regard. 
When our guelts withdrew, and my uncle had retired, 
with an intention to viſit me next morning, I made up a 
bundle of ſome linen, and other neceſlaries, and, bid- 
ding Strap carry them to Mr. Melopoyn's lodging, went 
thitner myſelf, and preſſed it upon his acceptance, with 
five guineas, which with much difficulty he received, 
aſſuring me, at the ſame time, that he ſhould never have 
it in his power to make ſatisfaction. I then aſked if I 
could ſerve him any other way: to which he anſwered, 
& You have already done too much;”* and, unable to 
contain the emotions of his foul any longer, burſt into 
tears, and wept aloud. Moved at the ſpectacle, I left 
him to his repoſe, and, when my uncle returned in the 
morning, repreſented his character in ſuch a favourable 
light, that the honeſt ſeaman was affected with his dit- 
treſs, and determined to follow my example, in preſent- 
ing him with five pieces more: upon which, that I might 
ſave him ſome confuſion, I adviſed Mr. Bowling to in- 
cloſe it in a letter to be delivered by Strap after we ſhould 

be gone. ; | 
This was accordingly done. I took a formal leave of 
all my acquaintance in the jail z and, juſt as I was about 
to ſtep into a hackney coach at the gate, Jackſon calling 
me, I returned, and he aſked me in awhiſper, if I could 

E lend 
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lend him a ſhiiling? His demand being ſo moderate, 
and in all likelihood the laſt he would make upon me, I 
ſlipt a guinea into his hand, which he no ſooner per- 
ceived, than he cried, © O Jeſus! a guinea!” then lay- 
ing hold of a button of my coat, broke out into an im- 
moderate fit of laughter; and, when his convulſion was 
ended, told me I was an honeſt fellow, and let me go. 
Ihe coachman was ordered to drive to Mr. Bowling's 
lodgings, where, when we arrived, he entered into a 
ſerious diſcourſe with me on the ſubject of my ſituation, 
and propoſed that I ſhould {ail with him in quality of 
his ſurgeon; in which caſe, he would put me in a method 
of getting a fortune in A few years, by my own induttry 
and aſſured me, that I might expect to inherit all that 
he fhouid die poſſeiſed of, provided I ſhould ſurvive him. 
— Though 1 was penetrated with a ſenſe of his gene- 
roſity, I was ſtartled at a propoſal that offered violence 
to my love, and ſignified my ſentiments on that head, 
which he did not ſeem to reliſh; but obſerved, that love 
was the fruit of idleneſs; that when once I ſhould be 
employed in buſineſs, and my mind engaged in making 
money, I ſhould be no more troubled with theſe filly 
notions, which none but your fair-weather Jacks, who 
have nothing but their pleaſure to mind, ought to enter- 
tain. I was piqued at this inſinuation, which I look- 
ed upon as a reproach, and, without giving myſelf time 
to deliberate, accepted his offer. — He was overjoyed at 
my compliance, carried me immediately to his chief 
owner, with whom a bargain was ſtruck ; ſo that then 
I could not retract with honour, had I been ever ſo much 
averſe to the agreement, —That I might not have time 
to cool, he bade me draw out a lift of medicines for a 
complement of five hundred men, adapted to the diſ- 
tempers of hot climates, and ſufficient for a voyage of 
eighteen months; and carry it to a certain wholeſale 
apothecary, who: would alſo provide me in two well 
qualified mates. While I was thus employed, Strap 
came in, and looked very blank, when he underſtood 
my reſolution: However, after a pauſe of ſome minutes, 
he inſiſted upon going along with me; and at my deſire 

: was 
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was made ſhip's ſteward by Captain Bowling, who ou 


miſed to be at the expence of fitting him out, and to lend 
him two hundred pounds to purchaſe an adventure. 

When I had delivered my lift of medicines, choſen a 
couple of my own countrymen for mates, and beſpoke 
a ſet of chirurgical inſtruments, | my uncle told me, that 
by his laſt voyage he had cleared almoſt three thouſand 
pounds, one third of which he would immediately make 
over and put into my hands; that he would procure for 
me credit to the value of as much more, in ſuch goods 
as would turn to beſt account in the country to which 
we were bound; and that although he looked upon my 
intereſt as his own, he would keep the remaining part 
of his fortune in his own diſpoſal, with a view of pre- 
ſerving his independence, and the power of punithin 
me, in caſe I ſhould not make a good uſe of what he had 
already beſtowed. 5 

Without troubling the reader with an account of the 
effect which this ſurpriſing generoſity had upon my mind, 
I ſhall only ſay, that his promiſes were inſtantly per- 
formed, and an invoice of merchandize proper for the 
voyage preſented to me, that I might purchaſe the goods, 
and ſhip them with all expedition.—In the midſt of this 
hurry, the remembrance of my charming Narciſſa often 
interpoſed, and made me the moſt miſerable of all mor- 
tals, I was diſtracted with the thought of being torn 
from her, perhaps, for ever; and though the hope of 

ſeeing her again might have ſupported me under the tor- 

ments of ſeparation, I could not reflect upon the anguiſh 
| ſhe muſt feel at parting with me, and the inceſſant ſor- 
rows to which her tender boſom would be expoſed during 
my abſence, without being pierced with the deepeſt at- 
fiction! As my imagination was daily and nightly 
upon the rack to invent ſome method of mitigating this 
cruel ſtroke, or at leaſt of acquitting my love and honour 
in the opinion of this gentle creature, I at length ſtum- 
bled upon an expedient, with which the reader will be 
made acquainted in due time; and in conſequence of my 
determination, became leis uneaſy and diſturbed. 


My 
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My buſmeſs being finiſhed, and the ſhip ready to ſail, 
J reſolved to make my laſt appearance among my ac- 


quaintance at the other end of the town, where I had 


not been ſince my impriſonment; and as I had, by the 
advice of my uncle, taken off ſome very rich clothes for 
fale, I put on the gayeſt ſuit in my peſſeſſion, and went 
in a chair to the coffee-houſe I uſed to frequent, where I 
found my friend Banter ſo confounded at the magnifi- 
cence of my dreſs, that, when I made up to him, he gazed 
at me with a look of aftoniſhment, without being able, 
for ſome minutes, to open his lips ;—then pulling me 


aſide by the ſleeve, and fixing his eyes on mine, accoſted' 


me in this manner ;—* Random, where the devil have 
you been? eh! What is the meaning of all this finery? 
ho! I underſtand you. Yeu are juſt arrived 
from the country! What! the roads are good, eh 
Well, — Random, you are a bold fellow, and a lucky 


fellow !——but take care, the pitcher goes often to the 


well, but is broke at laſt.” So ſaying, he pointed to 


his collar; by which geſture, and the broken hints he 


had ejaculated, I found he ſuſpected me of having rob- 


bed on the highway; and I laughed very heartily at his 
ſuppoſition. 
J told him he was miſtaken in his conjecture ; that I 
had been for ſome time paſt with the relation of whom 


Without explaining myſelf any further, 


he had frequently beard me ſpeak ; and that as I ſhould 
ſet out next day upon my travels, I had come to take 
my leave of my friends, and toreceive of him the money 
he had borrowed from me, which, now that I was going 
abroad, I ſhould certainly have occaſion for. He was 
a little diſconcerted at this demand; but recollecting 
himſelf in a moment, ſwore, in an affected paſſion, that 
J had uſed him extremely ill, and he would never forgive 
me, for having, by this ſhort warning, put it out of his 


power to free himſelf of an obligation he could no longer 


bear. I could not help imiling at this pretended 
delicacy, which I commended highly, telling him, he 
needed not be uneaſy on that ſcore, for I would give him 


a direction to a merchant in the city, with whom I would 
leave a ditcharge for the ſum, to be delivered upon pay- 


ment, 
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ment. He protetled much joy at this expedient, and 
with great eagerneſs aſked the perſon's name and place 
of abode, which he forthwith wrote in his pocket-book, 
afſuzring me, that he ſhould not be long in my debt.— 
This affair, which I knew he would never think of, be- 
ing ſettled to his ſatisfaction, I ſent cards to all my 
friends, deſiring the favour of their company at a tavern 
in the evening, when they honoured my invitation, and 
1 had the plcaiure of treating them in a very elegant 
manner, at which they expreſſed equal admiration and 
applauſe. Having enjoyed ourſelves till midnight, I 
took my leave of them, and was weil nigh ſtifled with 
careſſes. Next day I ſet out with Strap in a poſt-chaiſe 
for Graveſend, were we went on board, and the wind 
ſerving, weighed anchor in leſs than twelve hours. 
Without, meeting with any accident, we reached the 
Downs, where we were obliged to come to an anchor, and 
wait for an eaſterly wind to carry us out of the channel, 
| HAP. XVII. 

I ſet dut for Suſſex conſult Mrs. Sagely——atchieve 
an interview with Narciſ return to the ſbi 
Toe get clear of the channel I learn our deſtination 
e are chaſed hy a large ſhip——the —_— are 
diſmayed, and encouraged by the captain's ſpeech—— 
our purſuer happens to be an Engliſh man of war— 
Te arrive at the coaſt of Guinea, purchaſeagoo ne- 
groes, ſail for Paraguay, get ſafe into the river of 
Plate, and ſell our cargo to great advantage. 
| II was now I put in execution the ſcheme I had 
projected at London; and aſking leave of the cap- 
tain, for Strap and me to ſtay on ſhore till the wind 
ſhould become favourable, my requeſt was granted, be- 
cauſe he had orders to remain in the Downs until he 
ſaould receive {ome diſpatches from London, which he 
did not expect in leſs than a week. Having imparted 
my reſolut ion to my truſty valet, who (though he en- 
deayoured to diſſuade me from ſuch a raſh undertaking) 
would not quit me in the enterprize, I hired horſes, and 
| ſet out immediately for that part of Suſſex where my 
charmer was confined, which was not above thirty _ 
| diſtant 
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diſtant from Deal, where we mounted. As IT was per- 


fectly well acquainted with the extent of the ſquire's 


eſtate and influence, I halted within five miles of his 
houſe, where we remained *till the twilight, at which 
time we ſet forward, and, by the favour of a dark night, 
reached a copſe about half a mile from the village where 
Mrs. Sagely lived. —Here we left our horſes tied to a 
tree, and went directly to the houſe of my old benefac- 
treſs, Strap trembling all the way, and venting e acu- 
latory petitions to Heaven for our ſafety. Her habita- 
tion being quite ſolitary, we arrived at the door with- 
cut being obſerved, when I ordered my companion to 
enter by himſelf, and, in caſe there ſhould be company 
with her, deliver a letter wh:ch I had writ for that pur- 
poſe, and ſay that a friend of her's in London, under- 
ſtanding that he intended to travel this road, had com- 


mitted it to his care. He rapped at the door, to which 


the good old matron coming, told him, that, being a 
lone woman, he muſt excuſe her, if ſhe did not open 
it, until he had declared his name and buſmeſs.— He 
anſwered/ that his name was unknown to her, and that 
his buſineſs was to deliver a letter, which, (to free her 
from all manner of apprehenſion,) he would convey to 
her through the {pace between the door and threſhold. — 
This he inſtantly performed; and ſhe no ſooner read the 
contents, which ſpecified my being preſent, than the 
cried, If the perſon who wrote this letter be at hand, 


let him ſpeak, that I may be aſſured by his voice, whe- 


ther or not I may ſafely admit him.” —I forthwith 
applied my mouth to the key-hole, and pronaunced, 
Pear mother, you need not be afraid; it is I, ſo much 
indebted to your goodneſs, who now crave admittance. 
she knew my voice, and, opening the door immedi- 
ately, received me with a truly maternal affection, ma- 
nifeſting by the tears ſhe let fall, her concern leſt I ſhould 
be diſcovered ; for ſhe had been informed of every thing 
that had happened between Narciſſa and me, from the 
dear captive's own mouth. When I explained the mo- 
tive of my journey, which was no other than a defire of 


ſeeing the object of my love before I ſhould quit the 


kingdom, 
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kingdom, that I might in perſon convince her of the 
neceſſity I was under to leave her, reconcile her to that 
event, by deſcribing the advantages that- in all proba- 
bility would attend it, repeat my vows of eternal con- 
ſtancy, and enjoy the melancholy pleaſure of a tender 
embrace at parting—lI ſay, when I had thus ſignified 
my intention, Mrs. Sagely told me, that Narciſſa, upon 
her return from the Bath, had been ſo ſtrictly watched, 
that no body but one or two of the ſervants, devoted to 
her brother, was admitted to her preſence; that after- 
wards, ſhe had been a little enlarged, and was permitted 
to ſee company; during which indulgence, ſhe had been 


ſeveral times at her cottage; but of late ſhe had been 


betrayed by one of the ſervants, who diſcovered to the 
ſquire, that he had once carried a letter from her to the 
poſt-houſe directed to me; upon which information, ſhe 
was now more confined than ever; and that I could have 
no chance of ſeeing her, unleſs I would run the riſque 
of getting into the garden, where ſhe and her maid were 
every day allowed to take the air, and lie hid until I 
ſhould have an opportunity of ſpeaking to them—an 
adventure attended with ſuch danger, that no man in 
his right wits would attempt it.—This enterprize, 
hazardous as it was, I reſolved to perform, in ſpite of 
all the arguments of Mrs. Sagely, who reaſoned, chid, 
and intreated by. turns; and the tears and prayers of 
Strap, who conjured me on his knees, to have more re- 
gard to myſelf as well as him, than to tempt my own 
deſtruction in ſuch a precipitate manner. I was deaf 
to every thing but the ſuggeſtions ,of my love; and, 
ordering him to return immediately with the horſes to 
the inn from whence we {ct out, and wait for my com- 
ing in that place, he at firſt peremptorily reſuled ro leave 
me, until I perſuaded him, that if our hortes ſhould re- 


main where they were till day-light, they wouid cer- 


tainly be diſcovered, and the whole county alarmed.— 
On this conſideration, he took his leave in a forrowiul 
plight, kiſſed my hand, and, weeping, cried, “ God 
knows if ever I ſhall fee you again,” —My kind land- 


lady, finding me obſtinate, gave me her beit advice nw 


10 
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to behave in the execution of my project; and, after 
having perſuaded me to take a little.refreſhment, accom- 
modated me with a bed, and left me to my repoſe. —— 
Early in the morning, I aroſe, and, armed with a couple 
of loaded piſtols and a hanger, went to the back of the 
{quire's garden, climbed over the wall, and, according 
to Mrs. Sagely's direction, concealed myſelf in a thicket, 


hard by an alcaye that terminated a walk at a good diſ- 


tance from the houſe, which (I was told) my miſtreſs 
frequented. —Here I remained from five o' clock in the 
morning till fix in the evening, without ſeeing a human 
creature: at laſt I perceived two women approaching, 
whom, by my throbbing heart, I ſoon recognized to be 


the adorable Narciſſa and Mits Williams. I felt the 


ſtrongeſt agitation of ſoul at the fight; and, gueſſing 
that they would repoſe themſelves in the alcove, ſtept into 
it unperceived, and laid upon the ſtone table a picture 
of myſelf in miniature, for which I had fat in London, 
purpoſing to leave it with Narciſſa before I ſhould go 
abroad. I expoſed it in this manner, as an introduction 
to my own appearance, which, without ſome previous 
int imation, I was afraid might have an unlucky effe& 
upon the delicate nerves of my fair enſlaver; and then 
withdrew into che thicket, where I could hear their diſ- 
courſe, and juir myſelf to the circumſtances of the oc- 
caſion.— As they advanced, I obſerved an air of me- 
ug Fam the countenance of Narciſſa, blended with 
ſuch unſpeakable ſweetneſs, that I could ſcarce refrain 
from flying into her arms, and kiſſing away the pearly 
= that ſtood collected in each bewitching eye. Ac- 
cortling to my expectation, ſhe entered the alcove, and 
perceiving ſomething on the table, took it up.—No 
looner did ſhe caſt her eye upon the features, than ſtart- 
led at the reſemblance, ſhe cried, © Gocd God!“ and 
the roſes inſtantly vaniſhed from her cheeks.—Her con- 
fidante, alarmed at this exclamation, looked at the pic- 
ture, and, itruck with the likeneis, exclaimed, O, 
Jetus ! the very features of Mr. Random!” Narciſſa, 
having recollected herſelf a little, «ſaid, © Whatever 
angel brought it hither as a comfort to me in my afflic- 
Vol. II. 29 X tion, 
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tion, I am thankful for the benefit, and will preſerve it 
as the deareſt object of my care. So faying, ſhe kiſſed 
it with ſurpriſing ardour, ſned a flood of tears, and then 
depoſited the lifeleſs image in her lovely boſom. Tranſ. 
ported at theſe ſymptoms of her unaltered affection, I was 
about to throw myſelf at her feet, when Miſs Williams, 
whole reflection was leſs engaged than that of her mil. 
treſs, obſerved, that the picture could not tranſport itſelſ 
hither; and that ſhe could not help thinking I was not 
far off.— The gentle Narciſſa, ſtarting at this conjecture, 
anſwered, Heaven forbid! for although nothing in 
the univerſe could yield me ſatis faction equal to that of 
his preſence for one poor moment, in a proper place, I 
would rather forfeit his company almoſt for ever, 
than ſee him here, where his life would be expoſed to {6 
much danger. —I could no longer reſtrain the impulſe 
of my paſſion, but, breaking trom my concealment, 
ſtood before her, when. ſhe uttered a fearful ſhriek, and 
fainted in the arms of her companion. I flew towards 
the treaſure of my ſoul, claſped her in my embrace, 
and with the warmth of my kiſſes brought * again to 
life. O! that I were endowed with the expreſſion of 2 
Raphael, the graces of a Guido, the magic touches of 
a 1itian, that I might repreſent the fond concern, the 
chaſtened rapture, and ingenuous bluſh that mingled on 
her beauteous face, when ſhe opened her eyes upon me, 
and pronounced, O, Heavens! is it you?” 

I am afraid I have already encroached upon the rea- 
der's patience with the particulars of this amour, on 
which (I own) I cannot help being impertinently cir- 
cumſtantial. I ſhall thereforeomit the leſs material pal- 
lages of this interview, during which I convinced her 
reaſon, though I could not appeaſe the ſad preſages ot 
her love, with regard to the long voyage, and dangers 
I muſt undergo.— When we had ſpent an hour (which 
was all ſhe could ſpare from the barbarity of her bro- 
ther's vigilance) in lamenting over our hard fate, and 
in repeating our reciprocal vows, Miſs Williams re- 
minded us of the neceſſity there was for our immediate 


parting ; and ſure, lovers never parted with ſuch ſorros 
7 and 
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and reluctance as we. But, becauſe my words are inca- 
pable of doing juſtiee to this affecting circumſtance, I 
am obliged to draw a veil over it, and obſerve, that I re- 
turned in the dark to the houſe of Mrs. Sagely, who 
was overjoyed to hear of my ſucceſs, and oppoſed the 
tumults of my grief with ſuch ſtrength of reaſon, that 
my mind regained in ſome meaſure its tranquillity; and 
that very night, after having forced upon the good gen- 


tlewoman a purſe of twenty guineas, as a token of my 


gratitude and eſteem, I took my leave of her, and ſet 
out on foot for the inn, where my arrival freed honeſt 
Strap from the horrors of unutterable dredda. 
We took horſe immediately, and alighted early next 
morning at Deal, where I found my uncle in great con- 


cern on account of my abſence, becauſe he had received 


his diſpatches, and muſt have weighed with the firſt fair 
wind, whether I had been on board or not.—Next day, 
a briſk eaſterly gale ſpringing up, we et ſail, and in 
eight and forty hours got clear of the channel. 

When we were about 200 leagues to weſtward of the 
Land's-end, the captain taking me apart into the cab- 
bin, told me, that, now he was permitted by his in- 
ſtructions, he would diſcloſe the intent and deſtinat ion 
of our voyage. The ihip, (ſaid he,) which has been 
fitted out at a great expence, is bound for the coaſt of 
Guinea, where we ſhall exchange part of our cargo for 
flaves and gold duſt : from thence we will tranſport our 
negroes to Buenos Ayres, in New Spain, where (by 
virtue of paſſports obtained from our own court, and 
that of Madrid) we will diſpoſe of them and the goods 
that remain on board for filver, by means of our ſuper- 
cargo, who is perfectly well acquainted with the coaſt, 
the lingo, and inhabitants.” — Being thus let into the ſe- 
cret of our expedition, I borrowed of the ſupercargo, a 
Spaniſh grammar, dictionary, and ſome other bo: ks of 
the ſame language, which I ſtudied with ſuch applica- 
tion, that before we arrived in New Spain, I could 
maintain a converſation with him in that tongue.—Be- 
ing arrived in the warm latitudes, I ordered (with the 
captain's conſent) the whole ſhip's company to be __ | 
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ed and purged, myſelf undergoing the ſame evacnation, 
in order to prevent thoſe dangerous fevers to which nor- 
thern conſtitutions are ſubject in hot climates ; and I 
have reaſon to believe that this precaution was not un- 
ſerviceable, for we loſt but one ſailor during our whole 
paſſage to the coaſt. 8 

One day, when we had been about five weeks at ſea, 
we deſcried to windward a large ſhip bearing down upon 
us with all the fail ſhe could carry. Upon which my 
uncle ordered the ſtudding-ſails to be hoiſted, and the 


ſhip to be cleared for engaging; but finding that (to 


ule the ſeaman's phraſe) we were very much wronged by 
the ſhip which had us in chace, and which by this time 
had hoifted French colours, he commanded the ſtudding. 
fails to be taken in, the courſes to be clewed up, the 


main-top-fail to be backed, the tompions to be taken 


out of the guns, and every man to repair to his quarters. 
While every body was buſied in the performance of theſe 


orders, Strap came upon the quarter-deck, trembling | 


and looking aghaſt, and, with a voice half ſupprefled 
by fear, aſked if I thought we were a match for the 
veſſel in purſuit of us. Obſerving his conſternation, I 
ſaid, © What! are you afraid, Strap ?'* © Afraid! (he 
replied,) n—n—no; what ſhould I be afraid of? I thank 
God I have a clear conſcience; but I believe it will be 
a bloody battle, and I wiſh you may not have occaſion 
for another hand to aſſiſt you in the cockpit. per- 


ceived his drift, and, making the captain acquainted | 


with his ſituation, deſired he might be ſtationed below 


with me and my mates. My uncle, incenſed at his pu- 


ſillanimity, bade me ſend him down immediately, that 
his fear might not infect the ſhip's company; whereupon 


I told the poor ſteward, that I had begged him for my 


' aſſiſtant, and deſired him to go down, and help my mates 
to get ready the inſtruments and dreſſings. Notwith- 


ſtanding the ſatisfaction he muſt have felt at theſe tidings, 


he affected a ſhyneſs of quitting the upper deck ; and 
ſaid, he hoped I did not imagine he was afraid to do 


his duty above board; for he believed himſelf as well 
prepared for death as any man in the ſhip, no diſparage - 


ment 
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ment to me or the captain.—I was diſguſted at this 
affetation, and, in order to puniſh his hypoctiiy, aſſured 
him, he might take his choice of either going down to 
the cockpit with me, or of ſtaying upon deck during the 
engagement. Alarmed at this indifference, he replied, 
« Well, to oblige to you, I'll go down; but remember 
it is more for your fake than my own.” — 80 ſaying, he 
diſappeared in a twinkling, without waiting for an an- 
ſwer.— By this time we could obſerve two tier of guns 
in the ſhip wh.ch purſued us, and which was now but 
two ſhort miles aſtern. This diſcovery had an evident 


effect upon the ſailors, who did not ſcruple to ſay, that 


we ſhould be tore to pieces, and blown out of the water; 
and that if in caſe any of them ſhould loſe their precious 
limbs, they muſt go a begging for lite, for there was 


no proviſion made by the merchants for thoſe poor fouls 


who are maimed in their ſervice. The captain under- 
ſtanding this backwardneſs, ordered the crew abaft, and 
ſpoke to them thus: © My lads, I am told you hang an 
a—ſe—l have gone to ſea thirty years, man and boy, and 
never ſaw Engliſh ſailors afraid before.—Mayhap you 
think I want to expoſe you for the lucre of gain. —Who- 
ſoever thinks ſo, thinks a damned lie; for my whole car- 
go is inſured ; ſo that in ca“ I ſhould he taken, my lo's 
would not be great The enemy is ſtronger than we, to be 
ſure. What then? have we not a chance r carrying away 
one of her maſts, and fo get clear of her ?—If we find 


her too hard for us, 'tis but ſtriking at laſt. If any 
man is hurt in the engagement, I promiſe, on the word 


of an honeſt ſeaman, to make him a recorapenſe accord- 
ing to his loſs.——So now, you that are lazy, lubberly, 
cowardly dogs, get away, and ſculk in the hold, and 
bread-room ; and you that are jolly boys, ſtand by me, 
and let us give one broadſide for the honour of Oid Eng- 


land.” —This eloquent harangue was ſo well adapted to 


the diſpoſition of his hearers, that one and all of them, 
pulling off their hats, waved them over their heads, and 
ſaluted him with three cheers; upon which he ſent his 


boy for two large caſe bottles of brandy, and, having 


treated every man with a dram, they repaired to their 
| X 3 quarters, 
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quarters, and waited impatiently for the word of com. 
mand. I muſt do my uncle the juſtice to ſay, that, in 
the whole of his diſpoſition, he behaved with the utmoſt 
intrepidity, conduct, and deliberation.— The enemy be. 

ing very near, he ordered me to my ſtation, and was 
juſt going to give the word for hoiſting the colours, and 
firing, when the ſuppoſed Frenchman hauled down his 
white pennant, jack and enſign, hoiſted Engliſh ones, 
and fired a gun a-head of us. This was a joyful event to 

Captain Bowling, who immediately ſhewed his colours, 
he fired a gun to leeward: upon which the other ſhip 
ran along- ſide of us, hailed him, and giving him to 
know that ſhe was an Engliſh man of war of forty guns, 
ordered him to hoift out his boat, and come on board.— 
This command he obeyed with the more alacrity, be- 
cauſe, upon enquiry, he found that ſhe was commanded 
by an old meſs-mate of his, who was overjoyed to {ce 
him, detained him to dinner, and ſent his barge for the 
ſupercargo and me, who were very much careſſed on his 


account. As this commander was deſtined to cruize upon 


the French coaſt in the latitude of Martinico, his ſtem 
and quarters were adorned with white flowers-de- lis, and 
the whole ſhell of the ſnip ſo much diſguiſed for a decoy to 
the enemy, that it was no wonder that my uncle did not 
know her, although he had ſailed on board of her many 
years. We kept company with her four days, during 
vhich time the captains were never aſunder, and then 
parted, our courſe lying different from hers. LE 
In leſs than a fortnight after our ſeparation, we made 
the land of Guinea, near the mouth of the river Gam- 
bia, and trading along the coaſt as far to the ſouthward 
of the line as Angola and Bengula, in leſs than 11x months 
diſpoſed of the greateſt part of our cargo, and purchaſed 
four hundred negroes, my adventure having been laid out 
in gold duſt. | 
Our complement being made up, we took our depar- 
ture from Cape Negroe, and arrived in the Rio de la 
Plata in fix weeks, having met with nothing remarkable 
in our voyage, except an epidemic fever, not unlike the 
Jail diſtemper, which broke out among our ſlaves, - 
carrie 
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carried off a good many of the ſhip's company; among 


whom I loſt one of my mates; and poor Strap had well 


nigh given up the ghoſt. —Having produced our paſſport 
to the Spaniſh governor, we were received with great 
courteſy, ſold our flaves in a very few days, and could 
have put off five times the number at our own price; 
though we were obliged to ſmuggle the reſt of our mer- 
chandize, conſiſting of European bale goods, which, 
however, we made ſhift to diſpoſe of at a great advantage. 
ä CH A F. - XXEX. | 
I am invited to the villa of a Spaniſh Don, where awe 
meet with an Engliſh gentleman, and make a very in- 
tereſting diſcovery———we leave Buenos Ayres, and 
arrive at Jamaica. 
Ov ſhip being freed from the diſagreeable lading of 
negroes, to whom indeed I had been a miſerable ſlave 
ſince our leaving the coaſt of Guinea, I began to enjoy 
myſelf, and breathe with pleaſure the pure air of Para- 
guay, this part of which is reckoned the Montpelier of 
South America, and has obtained, on account of its 
climate, the name of Buenos Ayres.—It was in this de- 
licious place that I gave myſelf entirely up to the 
thoughts of my dear Narciſſa, whoſe image till kept 
poſſeſſion of my breaſt, and whoſe charms, enhanced b 
abſence, appeared to my imagination, if poſſible, more 
engaging than ever! I calculated the profits of my 
voyage, which even exceeded my expectation ; reſolved 
to purchaſe a handſome ſinecure upon my arrival in 
England; and, if I ſhould find the ſquire as averſe to me 
as ever, marry his ſiſter by ſtealth ; and, in caſe oyr 
family ſhould increaſe, rely upon the generoſity of my 
uncle, who was by this time worth a conſiderable ſum. 
While I amuſed myſelf with theſe agreeable projects, 
and the tranſporting hopes of enjoying Narciſſa, wo 
were very much careſſed by the Spaniſh gentlemen, who 
frequently made parties of pleaſure for our entertain- 
ment, in which we made excurſions into the country. 
Among thoſe who ſignalized themſelves by their civility 
to us, there was one Don Antonio de Kibera, a very 
polite young gentlewan, with whom I had contracted 
. | » 


and 
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an intimate friendſhip, who invited us one day to his 
country-houſe, and, as a further inducement to our 
compliance, promiſed to procure for us the company of 
an Engliſh ſignior, who had been ſettled in thoſe parts 
many years, and acquired the love and eſteem of the 
whole province by his affability, good ſenſe, and ho- 
nourable behaviour. | 
Me accepted his invitation, and ſet out for his villa, 
where we- had not been longer than an hour, when the 
_ Perſon arrived in whole favour I had been ſo much pre- 
poſſeſſed. He was a tall man, remarkably well. 
thaped, of a fine mien and appearance, commanding 
aſpect, and ſeemed to be turned of forty, The featurcs 
of his face were faddened with a reſerve and gravity, 
which in other countries would have been thought the 
effect of melancholy ; but here appeared to have been 
contracted by his commerce with the Spaniards, who 
are remarkable for that ſeverity of countenance. Un- 
derſtanding from Don Antonio, that we were his coun- 
trymen, he ſaluted us all round very complaiſantly, 
and, fixing his eyes very attentively on me, uttered a 
deep ſigh.— I had been ſtruck with a profound venera- 
tion for him at his firſt coming into the room; and no 
ſooner obſerved this expreſſion of his ſorrow, directed, as 
it were, in a particular manner to me, than my heart 
took part in his grief. I ſympathized involuntarily, 
and fighed in my turn.—Having aſked leave of our en- 
tertainer, he accoſted us in Engliſh, profeſſed his ſatis- 
faction at ſeeing ſo many of his countrymen in ſuch a re- 
mote place, and aſked the captain, who went by the 
name of Signior Thoma, from what part of Britain he 
had failed, and whither he was bound. —My uncle told 
him that we had failed from the river Thames, and were 
bound for the ſame place, by the way of Jamaica, 
where we intended to take in a lading of ſugar. | 
Having ſatisfied himſelf in theſe and other particu- 
lars about the ſtate of the war, he gave us to underitand, 
that he had a longing deſire to reviſit his native coun- 
try, in conſequence of which, he had already tranſ- 
mitted to Europe the greateſt part of his fortune in 1 
| . | tra 
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tral bottoms, and would willingly embark the reſt of it, 
with himſelf, in our ſhip, provided the captain had no 


objection to ſuch a paſſenger. My uncle very prudently 
replied, that for his part he ſhould be glad of his com- 
pany, if he could procure the conſent of the governor, 
without which he durſt not admit him on board, what- 
ever inclination he had to oblige him.—The gentleman 
approved of his diſcretion, and telling him that there 
would be no difficulty in obtaining the connivance of the 
governor, who was his good friend, ſhifted the conver- 
ſation to another ſubject. | | 

I was overjoyed to hear his intention, and already in- 
tereſted myſelf ſo much in his favour, that, had he been 
diſappointed, I ſhould have been very unhappy. In the 
courſe of our entertainment, he eyed me with uncom- 
mon attachment: I felt a ſurpriſing attraction towards 
him ! when he ſpoke, I liſtened with attention and re- 


verence : the dignity of his deportment filled me with 


affection and awe ; and in ſhort, the emotions of my 
ſoul, in the preſence of this ſtranger, were ſtrong and 
unaccountable. | 
Having ſpent the beſt part of the day with us, he took 
his leave, telling Captain Thoma, that he ſhould hear 
from'him in a ſhort time. He was no ſooner gone, than 
I aſked a thouſand queſtions about him of Don Antonio, 


who could give me no —_ ſatisfaction, than that his 


name was Don Rodrigo, that he had lived fifteen or ſix- 
teen years in theſe parts, was reputed rich, and ſup- 
poſed to have been unfortunate in his younger years, 
becauſe he was obſerved to nouriſh a penſive melancholy, 
even from the time of his firſt ſettlement among them; 
but that no body had ventured to enquire into the cauſe 


of his ſorrow, in conſideration of his peace, which might 


ſuffer in the recapitulation of his misfortunes. 

I was ſeized with an irreſiſtible defire of knowing the 
particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not one hour of re- 
poſe during the whole night, by reaſon of the eager con- 
ceptions that inſpired me, with regard to his tory, 


which I reſolved (if poſſible) to learn. Next morning, 


while we were at breakfaſt, three mules, richly capari- 
{oned, 
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ſored, arrived with a meſſage from Don Rodrigo, de. 
ſiring our company, and that of Don Antonio, at his 

| houie, which was fituated about ten miles further up 
the country.——=I was pleaſed with this invitation, in 
conſequence of which we mounted the mules which he 

had provided for us, and alighted at his houſe before 
noon. Here we were ſplendidly entertained by the ge- 
nerous ſtranger, who ſtill ſeemed to ihew a particular re. 
gard for me, and after dinner, made me a preſent of a 
ring ſet with a beautiful amethyſt, the production of 
that country, ſaying at the ſame time, that he was once 
bleſſed with a ſon, who, had he lived, would have been 
nearly, of my age. This obſervation, delivered with a 

profound ſigh, made my heart throb with violence; a 
crowd of confuſed ideas ruſhed upon my imagination, 
which, while I endeavoured to unravel, my uncle per- 
ceived my abſence of thought, and, tapping me on the 
ſhoulder, ſaid, ons! are you afleep, Rory ?** Before 
I had time to reply, Don Redrigo, with uncommon 
eagerneſs of voice and look, pronounced, Pray, cap- 
tain, what is the young gentleman's name? His 

name (ſaid my uncle) is Roderick Random.“ Gra- 
cious Powers!“ (cried the ſtranger, ſtarting up)“ And 

his mother's *!——< His mother (anſwered the captain, 
amazed) was Charlotte Bowling.” —“ O bountecus 
heaven! (exclaimed Don Rodrigo, ſpringing acroſs the 
table, and, claſping me in his arms,) my ſon! my (on! 
have I found thee again? Do I behold thee in my em- 
brace, after having loſt and deſpaired of ſeeing thee fo 
long?”* 80 ſaying, he fell upon my neck, and wept 
aloud with joy; while the power of nature operating 
ſtrongly in my breaſt, I was loſt in rapture, and, while 
he preſſed me to his heart, let fall a ſhower of tears into 
his boſom.—His utterance was choaked up a good 
while by the agitation of his foul. At length he broke 
out into © Myſterious Providence O my dear Char- 
ſotte ! there yet remains a pledge of cur love! and fich 

a pledge | fo found! O infinite goodneſs ! let me adore 

thy all-wiſe decrees !** Having thus expreſſed himſelf, 

he kneeled upon the floor, litted up his eyes and hands 
. to 


the all- good Diipoler, in a prayer of mental thankſ- 
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to heaven, and remained ſome minutes in a ſilent exſtacy 
of devotion. I put myſelf in the ſame poſture, adored 


giving; and, when his ejaculation was ended, did ho- 
mage to my father, and craved his parental bleſſing. 
He hugged me again with unutterable fondne's, and, 
having implored the protection of heaven upon my head, 
raiſed me from the ground, and preſented me as his ſon 
to the company, who wept in concert over this aftecting 
ſcene.» Among the reit, my uncle did not fail to diſ- 
cover the goodneis and joy of his heart: Albeit unuſed to 
the melting mood, he blubbered with great tenderneſs, 
and, wringing my father's hand, cried, © Brother 
Random, I am rejoiced to ſee you—God be praiſed for 
this happy meeting. Don Rodrigo, underitanding 
that he was his brother-in-law, embraced him affection- 
ately, ſaying, „Are you my Charlotte's brother 
Alas! unhappy Charlotte! But why ſhould I repine ? 


we ſhall meet again, never more to part ?—Brother, - 


you are truly welcome.—Dear ſon, I am tranſported 
with unſpeakable joy !——This day is a jubilee—my 
friends and ſervants ſhall ſhare my ſatisfaction.” | 
While he diſpatched meſſengers to the gentlemen in 
the neighbourhood, to announce this event, and gave 
orders for a grand entertainment, I was ſo much affected 
with the tumults of paſſion, which aſſailed me on this 
reat, ſudden, and unexpected occaſion, that I fell ſick, 
tevered, and in leſs than three hours became delirious 
ſo that the preparations were countermanded, and the 
joy of the family converted into grief and deſpair.—— 
Phyſicians were inſtantly called; I was plentifully blood- 
ed in the foot, my lower extremities were bathed in a 
decoction of ſalutiferous herbs: in ten hours aiter I was 
taken ill, I enjoyed a critical ſweat, and next day ſelt no 
remains of the diſtemper, but an agreeable laſſitude, 
which did not hinder me from getting up.—During the 
progreſs of this fever, which, from the term of its du- 
ration, is called ephemera, my father never once quitted 
my bed-irde, but adminiſtered the preſcriptions of the 


phyſicians with the moſt p.ous care; while Captain 


Bowling 
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Bowling manifeſted his concern by the like attendance. 
Il no ſooner found myſelf delivered from the diſeaſe, 
than I bethought myſelf of my honeſt friend, Strap; and, 
reſolving to make him happy forthwith, in the know. 
ledge of my good fortune, told my father in general, 
that I had been infinitely obliged to this faithful ad- 
herent; and begged, he would indulge me ſo far as to 
ſend for him, without letting him know my happineſs, 
until he could receive an account of it trom my own 
month. | : 

My requeſt was inſtantly complied with, and a mef. 
ſenger with a ſpare mule detached to the ihip, carrying 
orders from the captain to the mate, to ſend the ſteward 
by the bearer. My health being, in the mean time, 
re- eſtabliſhed, and my mind compoſed, I began to reliſh 
this umportant turn of my fortune, in reflecting upon 
the advantages with which in muſt be attended; and, 
as the idea of my lovely Narciſſa always joined itſelf to 
every ſcene of happineſs I could imagine, I entertained 
myſelf now with. the proſpect of poſſeſſing her in that 
diſtinguiſhed ſphere, to which ſhe was entitled by her 
birth and qualifications. Having often mentioned 
her name while I was deprived of my ſenſes, my father 
gueſſed that there was an intimate connection between us, 
and, difcovering the picture which hung in my boſom by 
a ribbon, did not doubt that it was the reſemblance of 
my amiable mifireſs. In this belief he was confirmed by 
my uncle, who told him it was the picture of a young 
woman, to whom TIT was under promiſe of marriage.— 
Alarmed at this piece of information, Don Rodrigo 
took the firit opportunity of queſtioning me about the 
particulars of this affair, which, when I had candidly 
recounted, he approved of my paſſion, and promiſed to 
contribute all in his power towards its ſucceſs.— Though 
J had never doubted his generoſity, I was tranſported 
on this occaiion, and, throwing myſelf at his feet, told 
him, he had now completed my happinefſs ; for, without 

the poſſeſhon of Narciſſa, I ſhould be miſerable among 

all the pleaſures of life,—He raiſed me with a ſmile ot 

pateraal fondneſs; ſaid, he knew what it was A be in 
ove; 
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love; and obſerved, that if he had been as tenderly be- 


loved by his father, as I was by mine, he ſhould not now 
perhaps have cauſe——Here he was interrupted by a 
ligh, the tear ruſhed into his eye, he ſuppreſſed the dic- 
tates of his grief, and the time being opportune, de- 
fired me to relate the paſſages of my life, which my un- 
cle had told him were marifold and ſurpriſing.—I re- 
counted the moſt material circumſtances of my fortune, 
to which he likened with wonder and attention, mani- 
feſting, from time to time, thoſe different emotions, which 
my different ſituations may be fuppoſed to have raiſed 
in a parent's breaſt; and, when my detail was ended, 
blefſed God for the adverſity I had undergone, which, 
he ſaid, enlarged the underſtanding, improved the 
heart, ſteeled the conſtitution, and qualified a young 
man for all the duties and enjoyments of life, much 
better than any education which affluence, could beſtow. 

When I had thus ſatisfied his curioſity, I diſcovered 
an inclination to hear the particulars of his ſtory, which 
he gratified, by beginning with his marriage, and pro- 
ceeded to the day of his diſappearing, as I have related 
in the firſt part of my memoirs. * Careleſs of life, 
(continued he,) and unable to live in a place where every 
object recalled the memory of my dear Charlotte, whom 
I had loſt through the barbarity of an unnatural parent, 
I took my leave of you, my child, then an infant, with 
a heart full of unutterable woe, but little ſuſpecting that 


my father's unkindneſs would have deicended to my in- 


nocent orphan; and ſetting out alone at midnight for 
the neareſt ſea- port, early next morning got on board 
a ſhip, bound, as I had heard, for France, and bar- 
gaining with the maſter for my paſiage, bade along adieu 


to my native country, and put to fea with the firſt fair 


wind. The place of our deſtination was Granville; but 
we had the misfortune to run upon a ridge of rocks near 
the iſland of Aldefney, called the Cukets, where the 
fea running high, the ſhip went to pieces, the boat {funk 
along-fide, and every ſoul on board periſhed, except my- 
elf, who, by the atiiſtance of a grating, got on ſhure 
on the coaſt of Normandy, I went directiy to Caen, 
Vor. II. 20 * vehere 
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where I was ſo lucky as to meet with a Count, whom 
J had formerly known in my travels. With this gen- 
tleman ] ſet out for Paris, where I was recommended by 
him, and other friends, as a tutor to a young nobleman, 
whom I accompanied to the court of Spain.—T here we 
remained a whole year, at the end of which my pupil 
being recalled by his father, J quitted my office, and 
ſtaid behind, by the advice ofa certain Spaniſh grandee, 
who took me into his protection, and introduced me to a 
another nobleman, who was afterwards created viceroy 


of Peru. He inſiſted on my attending him to his govern- | 


ment in the Indies, where, however, by reaſon of my 
religion, it was not in his power to make my fortune 
any other way than by encouraging me to trade, which 
I had not long proſecuted when my patron died, and I 


found myſelf in the midſt of firangers, without one 


friend to ſupport or protect me. Urged by this conſider- 
ation, I fold my effects, and removed to this country, 
the governor of which having being appointed by the 
Viceroy, was my intimate acquaintance. Here has 
Heaven proſpered my endeavours, during a reſidence of 
ſixteen years, in which my tranquillity was never inva- 


ded, but by the remembrance of your mctlier, whole | 


death I have in ſecret mourned without ceaſing; and the 
reflection of you, whoſe fate I could never learn, not- 
withſtanding all my enquiries, by means of my friends 
in France, who, after the moit ſtrièt examination, could 
give me no other account, than that you went abroad 
{ix years ago, and was never afterwards heard of ,—1 


could not reſt ſatisfied with this imperfect information 


and though my hope of finding you was but languid, 
reſolved to go in queſt of you in perſon: For which 
purpoſe, I have remitted to Holland the value of twenty 
thouſand pounds, and am in poffeſſion of fifteen thou- 


ſand more, with which I intended to embark myſelf on 


hoard of Captain Bowling, before I diſcovered this 
amazing ſtroke of Providence, which you may be ſure 
has not altered my intention.“ 


My father having entertained us with this agreeable 


ſketch of his life, withdrew in order to relieve Don An- 
; - - tonio 
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tonio, who in his abſence had done the honours of his 
houſe ; and I was juſt dreſſed for my appearance among 
the gueſts, when Strap arrived from the ſhip. 

He no ſooner entered the grand apartment, in which 
I was, and ſaw the magnificence of my apparel, than 
his ſpeech was loſt in amazement, and he gaped in ſilence 
at the objects that ſurrounded him. I took him by 
the hand, oblerved, that I had ſent for him to be a wit- 
nels and ſharer of my happineſs, and told him I had found 
a father. At theſe words he ſtarted, and, after having con- 
tinued ſome minutes with his mouth and eyes wide open, 
cried, © Aha—odd, I know what! Go thy ways, poor 
Narciſſa, and go thy ways ſomebody el{e— Well—Lord, 


what a thing is love!—God help us! are all our mad 


pranks and proteſtations come to this? and have you 


fixed your habitation in this diſtant land! God proſper 


'you—l find we mult part at laſt—tor I would not leave 


my poor carcals ſo far from my native home, for all the 
wealth of the univerſe!' With theſe efaculaticns, he 
began to ſob and make wry faces; upon which I aſſured 
him of his miſtake, both in regard to Narciſſa, and my 
ſtaying in Paraguay, and informed him as briefly as I 
could, of the great event which had happened. Never 


vas rapture more ludicrouſly expreſſed than in the beha- 


viour of this worthy creature, who cried, laughed, 
whiſtled, ſung, and danced, all in a breath: his tranſ- 
port was ſcarce over, when my tather entered, who no 
looner underitood that this was Strap, than he took him 
by the hand, ſaying, Is this the honeſt man, who be- 
friended you ſo much in your diſtreſs ? You are welcome 
to my houſe, and I will ſoon put it in the power of my 
ſon to reward you for your good offices in his behalf ; in 
the mean time, go with us, and partake of the repaſt 
that is provided.“ Strap, wild as he was with joy, 
would by no means accept of the proffered honour, cry- 
ing, „God forbid! I know my diftance—Your wor- 
ſhip ſhall excuſe me.“ And Don Rodrigo finding his 
modeſty invincible, recommended him to his major- 
domo, to be treated with the utmoff reſpect; while he 
carried me into a large ſaloon, where 1 was preſented 
* 2 | to 
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to a numerous company, who loaded me with compli. 


ments and careſſes, and congratulated my father in terms 
not proper for me to repeat. | | 
Without ſpecifying the particulars of our entertain- 
ment, let it ſuffice to ſay, it was at the fame time ele. 
gant and ſumptuous, and the rejoicing laſted two days; 
aiter which, Don Ridrigo ſettled his affairs, converted 
his effects into ſilver and gold, viſited and took leave of 
all his friends, who were grieved at his departure, and 
honoured me with conſiderable preſents; and coming on 


board of my uncle's ſhip, with the firſt favourable wind 


we ſailed from the Rio de la Plata, and in two months 


came fate to an anchor in the harbour of Kingſton, in 


the iſland of Jamaica, 
CHAT. XXX, | 
1 viſit. my old friend J. _ We ſet ſail for Europe, 
meet with an odd adventure—arrive in England 
I ride acroſs the country from Portſmouth to Suſſex 
| converſe with Nirs. Sagely, ayho informs me of 
Narciſa's being in London in conſequence of this 
intelligence, I proceed to Canterbury ect with my 
old friend Morgau———arrive at London fit Nar- 
ciſſe introduce my father to her——he his charmed 
ewith her good ſenſe and beauty———we come to a de- 
termination of demanding her brother's conſent to our 
Marriage. | 
1 ENQUIRED, as ſoon as I got aſliore, about my ge- 
nerous companion Mr. Themſon; and hearing that 


he lived in a flouriſhing condition, upon the eſtate left 


him by his wife's father, who had been dead ſome years, 
I tcok horſe immediately, with the conient of Don 
Ridrigo, who had heard me mention him with great re- 
gard, and ina few hours reached the place of his habita- 


tion, 
I ſhould much wrong the delicacy of Mr. Thomſon's 


ſentiments, to {ay barely he was glad to fee me: he 


felt all that the moſt ſenſible and diſintereſted friendſhip 
could feel on this occaſion ; introduced me to his wife, a 
very amiable young lady, who had already blefſed him 
with two fine children; and being as yet ignorant of my 
| circumſtances = 


. 


— 
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circumſtances, frankly offered me the aſſiſtance of his 
purſe and intereſt. TI thanked him for his generous in- 
tention, and made him acquainted with my fituation, 
on which he congratulated me with great joy; and, after 
J had ſtaid with him a whole day and night, accompa- 
nied me back to Kingſton, to wait upon my father, 
whom he invited to his houſe. Don Ridrigo complied 
with his requeſt, and having been handſomely enter- 
tained during the {pace of a week, returned extremely 
well ſatisfied with the behaviour of my friend and his 
lady, to whom at parting he preſented a very valuable 
diamond ring, as a token of his efteem. During the 
courſe of my converſation with Mr. Thomſon, he gave 
me to underſtand, that his and my old commander, 
Captain Oakhum, was dead ſome months, and that 
immediately after his death, a diſcovery had been made of 
ſome valuable effects that he had feloniouſly ſecreted out 
of a prize, by the aſſiſtance of Dr. Mackihane, who was 
now actually in priſon on that account, and being deſti- 
tute of ſriends, ſubſiſted ſolely on the charity of my friend, 
whoie bounty he had implored in the moſt abject man- 
ner, after having been the barbarous occaſion of drivin 
him to that terrible extremity on board of the Thunder, 
which we have formerly related. Whatſoever this wretch 
might have been guilty of, I applauded Mr. Thomſon's 
generolity towards him in his diſtreſs, which wrought 
to much upon me alſo, that I fent him ten piſtoles, in 
ſuch a private manner, that he could never know his 
benefactor. 

While my father and I were careſſed among the gen- 
tlemen aſhore, Captain Bowling had writ to his owners, 


by the packet, which failed a few days after our arrival, 


ſignifying his proſperous voyage hitherto, and defiring 
them to inſure his thipand cargo homeward bound; after 
which precaution he applied himſelf ſo heartily to the 
taſk of loading his ſhip, that, with the aſſiſtance of Mr. 
Thomſon, ſhe was full in leſs than fix weeks. This 
kind gentleman likewiſe procured for Don Rodrigo 
bills upon London for the greateft part of his gold and 
ſilver, by which means it was ſecured againſt the _—_— 
23 | tne 
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the ſeas and the enemy; and before we failed, ſupplied 


us with ſuch large quantities of all kinds of ſtock, that 
not only we, but the ſhip's company fared ſumptucully 
during the voyage. | 

Every thing being ready, we took our leave of our 
kind entertainers, and going on board at Port Royal, 
ſet {ail for England on the firſt day of June. We beat 
up to windward, with fine eaſy weather; and one night, 
| believing ourſelves near Cape Tiberon, lay to, with an 
intention to wood and water next morning in the bay, 
While we remained in this ſituation, a tailor, having 
drank more new rum than he could carry, ſtaggered 
over-board, and, notwithſtanding all the means that could 
be uſed to preſerve him, went to the bottom, and diſap- 
peared. About two hours after this melancholy acci- 
dent happened, as I enjoyed the cool air on the quarter- 
deck, I heard a voice riſing, as it were, out of the lea, 
and, calling, Ho, the ſhip ahoy!' Upon which one 
of the men upon the forecaſtle cried, * I'll be d—n'd, 
if that an't Jack Marlinſpike, who went over-board !” 
Not alittle ſurprized at this event, I jumped into the 
boat that lay along-ſide, with the ſecond mate and four 
men, and rowing towards the place from whence the 
voice (which repeated the hail) ſeemed to proceed, we 

rceived ſomething floating upon the water : when we 
bad rowed a little farther, we diſcerned it to be a man 
riding upon a hencoop, who ſeeing us approach, pro- 
nounced with a hoarſe voice, D-—n your bloods ! why 
did you not anſwer when I hailed ?** Our mate, who 
was a veritable ſeaman, hearing this ſalute, ſaid, © By 
G—d, my lads, this is none of our man— This is the 
devil Pull away for the ſhip.“ The fellows obeyed 
his command, without queſtion, and were already ſome 
tathoms on our return, when I inſiſted on their taking 
up the poor creature, and prevailed upon them to go back 
to the wreck, which, when we came near the ſecond time, 
and ſignified our intention, we received an anſwer of, 
« Avalit, avaſt—— What ſhip, brother?“ Being ſatiſ- 
fied in this particular, he cried, © D—n the ſhip: I 
was in hopes it had been my cwn-—Where are you 

| bound?“ 
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bound ?”” We ſatisfied his curioſity in this particular 
too; upon which he ſuffered himſelf to be taken on 
board, and, after having been comforted with a dram, 
told us, he belonged to the Veſuvio man of war, upon 
a cruize off the iſland of Hiſpaniola ; that he had fallen 
over-board about four-and-twenty hours ago, and the 
ſhip being under fail, they did not chooſe to bring to, but 


toſſed a hencoop over-board for his convenience, upon 


which he was in good hopes of reaching the Cape next 
morning : howſomever, he was as weil content to be 
aboard of us, becauſe he did not doubt that we ſhould 
meet his ſhip; and if he had gone aſnore in the bay, he 
might have been taken priſoner by the French. My 
uncle and father were very much diverted with the ac- 
count of this fellow's unconcerned behaviour; and in 
two days, meeting with the Vetuvio, as he expected, 
ſent him on board of her, according to his deſire. 


Eaving beat up ſucceſsfully the windward paſſage, we 


ſtretched to the northward, and falling in with a weſterly 
wind, in eight weeks arrived in ſoundings, and in two 
days after made the Lizard. It is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs the joy I felt at the fight of Engliſh ground! Don 
Rodrigo was not unmoved, and Strap ſhed tears of glad- 
neſs.— The ſailors profited by our ſatisfaction; the 


ſhoe that was nailed to the maſt being quite filled with 


our liberality.——My uncle reſolved to run up into the 
Downs at once, but the wind ſhifting when we were a- 
breaſt of the Iſle of Wight, he was obliged to turn into 
St. Helen's, and come to Spithead, to the great mortifi- 
cation of the crew, thirty of whom were immediately 
preſſed on board of a man of war. 

My father and I went aſhore immediately at Portſ- 
mouth, leaving Strap with the captain to go round with 
the ſhip, and take care of our effects; and I diſcovered 
ſo much impatience to ſee my charming Narciſſa, that 
my father permitted me to ride acroſs the country to her 
hrother*s houſe ; while he ſhould hire a poſt-chaiſe for 
London, where he would wait for me at a place to which 
I directed him. a | 


Fired 
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Fired with all the eagerneſs of paſſion, I took poſt horſes 81 
that very night, and in the morning reached an inn about 
1 three miles from the ſquire's habitation; where I re. 7 
4 mained till next evening, allaying the torture of my im- 


| patience with the rapturous hope of ſeeing that divine 1 
ſ creature after an ablence of eighteen months, which, 
i far from impairing, had raiſed my love to the molt ex- M 
| alted pitch! Neither were my reflections free from ap- 17 

prehenſions, that ſometimes intervened in ſpite of all my be 
| hope, and repretented her as having yielded to the im- in 

portunity of her brother, and bleſſed the arms of an oh 


happy rival. ——My thoughts were even maddened with WW th 
the tcar of her death; and when I arrived in the dark 


at the houſe of Mrs. Sagely, I had not for ſome time 25 
courage to deſire admittance, leſt my ſoul ſhould be in 
ſhocked with diſmal tidings. At length, however, I — 
knocked, and no ſooner certified the good gentlewoman per 
of my voice than ſhe opened the door, and received me ae 


with a moſt affectionate embrace, that brought tears „it 
into her aged eyes. For Heaven's ſake ! dear mother, tha 
(cried I) tell me, how is Narciſſa? Is the the fame thatl her 
left her ?” She bleſſed my ears with ſaying, „She is her 
as beautiful, in as good health, and as much your's as Nai 
ever. Tranſported at this aſſurance, I begged to tim 
know it I could not ſee her that very night ; when this TR 
ſage matron gave me to underſtand that my miſtreſs was tun 
in London, and that things were ſtrangely altered in pen 
the ſquire's houſe ſince my departure; that he had been I g 
married a whole year to Melinda, who at firſt found of 
means to wean his attention ſo much from Narciſſa, that . 
he became quite careleſs of that lovely ſiſter, comtorting I her 
himſelf with the clauſe in his father's will, by which jhe tor 1 
would forfeit her fortune, by marrying without his con- h Ws 
ſent ; that my miſtreſs being but indifferently treated by pro 
her ſitter-in-law, had madeule of her freedom ſome months 3 
ago, and gone to town, where ſhe was lodged with Mils "nh 
Williams, in expectation of my arrival; and had been #02 
peltered with the addreſſes of Lord Quiverwit, who, pret; 
finding her heart engaged, had fallen upon a great me: 
many ſhifts, to periuade her that I was dead ; but he 


; finding my | 
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finding all his artifices unſucceſsful, and deſpairing of 


gaining her affection, he had conſoled himſelf for her 
indifference, by marrying another lady ſome weeks ago, 


who had already left him on account of ſome family 
Beſides this intereſting information, ſne 
told me, there was not a geat deal of harmony between 


uneaſineſs. 


Melinda and the ſquire, who was ſo much diſguſted at 
the number of gallants who continued to hover about 


her even after marriage, that he had hurried her down 


into the country much againſt her own inclination, 
where their mutual animoſities had riſen to ſuch a height, 
that they preſerved no decency before company or ſer- 
vants, but abuſed one another in the groſſeſt terms. 


This ou old gentlewoman, to give me a convinc- 


ing proof of my dear Narciſſa's unalterable love, grati- 
fed me with a ſight of the laſt letter ſhe had favoured 
her with, in which I was mentioned with ſo much ho- 
nour, tenderneſs, and concern, that my foul was fired 
with impatience, and I determined to ride all night, 
that J might have it the ſooner in my power to make 
her happy. —Mrs. Sagely, perceiving my eagerneſs, and 
her maternal affection being equally divided between 
Narciſſa and me, begged leave to remind me of the ſen- 
timents with which I went abroad, that would not per- 
mit me, for any ſelfiſh gratification, to prejudice the for- 
tune of that amiable young lady, who muſt entirely de- 
pend upon me, after having beſtowed herſelf in marriage. 
I thanked her for her kind concern, and as briefly as 
poil:ble deſcribed my flouriſhing ſituation, which afforded 
this humane perſon infinite wonder and ſatis faction. I told 
her that now Thad an opportunity to manifeſt my gratitude 
for the obligations I owed, I would endeavour to make 
her old age comfortable and eaſy ; as a ſtep to which, I 


propoſed ſhe ſhould come and live with Narciſſa and me. 


his venerable gentlewoman was ſo much affected 
with my words, that the tears ran down her ancient 
cheeks. She thanked heaven that I had not belied the 
preſages ſhe had made, on her firſt acquaintance with 
me; acknowledging my generoſity, as the called it, in 
the moſt elegant and pathetic expreſſions; but declined 


my propoſal, on account of her attachment to the deap 
melancholy 
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melancholy cottage, where ſhe had ſo peacefully con- 
ſumed her ſolitary widowlwod. Finding her immovable 
on this ſubject, I inſiſted on her accepting a preſent of 
thirty guineas, and took my leave, retolving to accom- 
modate her with the {ame ſum annually, for the more 
comfortable ſupport of the infirmities of old age. 

Having rode all night, I found myſelf at Canterbury 
in the morning, where I alighted to procure freſh horſes; 
and, as I walked into the inn, perceived an apothecary's 
ſhop on the other fide of the itreet, with the name of 
Morgan over the door. Alarmed at this diſcovery, I 
could not help thinking that my old meſſmate had ſet- 
tled in this place, and, upon enquiry, found my conjec- 
ture true, and that he was married lately to a widow in 
that city, by whom he got three thouſand pounds. Re- 
Joiced at this intelligence, I went to his ſhop as ſoon as 
1t was open, and found my triend behind the counter, 
buſy in preparing a clyſter. I ſaluted him at entrance, 
with, „ Your ſervant, Mr. Morgan. - Upon which he 
looked at me, and repiying, “ Your moit humble ſer- 
vant, goot Sir; rubbed his ingredients in the mortar, 
without any emotion. What! (aid I) Morgan, have 

ou forgot your old meſlmate?””—At theie words he 
ooked up again, and, ſtarting, cried, © As Got is my 
—ſure it cannot—yes, by my falfation, I believe it is 
my dear friend, Mr. Rantom.”*—He was no ſconer con- 
vinced of my identity, than he threw down the peltle, 
overiet the mortar, and, jumping over the board, {wept 
up the contents with his clothes, flew about my neck, 
hugged me affectionately, and daubed me all over with 
turpentine and the yolks of eggs, which he had been 
mixing when I came in.—Our mutual congratulations 
being over, he told me, that he found himſelf a widow- 
er upon his return from the Weſt Indies; that he had got 
intereſt to be appointed ſurgeon of a man of war, in 
which capacity he had ſerved ſome years, until he mar- 
ried an apothecary's widow, with whom he now enjoyed 
a pretty good ſum of money, peace anc quiet, and an in- 
different good trade. He was very deſirous of hearing my 
adventures, which I aſſured him I had not time to _— 
A ut 
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but told him in general, my circumſtances were very 
good, and that I hoped to ſee him when I ſhould not 
be in ſuch a hurry as at preſent.—He inſiſted, however, 
on my ſtaying breakfaſt, and introduced me to his wife, 
who ſeemed to be a decent ſenſible woman, pretty well 
{tricken in years. In the courſe of our converiation, he 
ſhewed the ſleeve buttons I had exchanged with him 
at our parting in the Weſt Indies, and was not a little 
proud to fee that I had preſerved his with the ſame care. 
When I informed him of Mackſhane's condition, he 
ſeemed at firſt to exult over his diſtreſs; but, after a lit- 
tle recollection, ſaid, * Well, he has paid for his ma- 
lice, I forgife him, and may Got forgite him likewiſe.?” 
He expreſſed great concern for the ſoul of Captain 
Oakhum, which he believed was now gnaſhing its teeth: 
but it was ſometime before I could convince him of 
Thomſon's being alive, at whoſe good fortune, neverthe- 
leſs, he was extremely glad. | | 
Having renewed our proteſtations of friendſhip, I bade 
the honeſt Welſhman and his ſpouſe farewell, and taking 
poſt-horſes, arrived at London that ſame night, where I 
tound my father in good health, to whom I imparted 
what I had learned of Narciſſa.— This indulgent parent 
approved of my intention of marrying her, even without 
a fortune, provided her brother's conſent could not be 
obtained; promited to make over to me in a few days a 
ſufficiency to maintain her in a faſhionable manner, and 
expreſſed a deſire of ſeeing this amiable creature, who 
had captivated me ſo much. As I had not {lept the 
night before, and was beſides fatigued with my journey, 
I found myſelf under a neceſſity of taking ſome repole, 
and went to bed accordingly. Next morning, about ten 
o'clock, I took a chair, and, according to Mrs. Sagely's 
directions, went to my charmer's lodgings, and enquired 
tor Miſs Williams. I had not waited in the paricur 


longer than a minute, when this young woman entered, 
and no ſooner perceived me, than ſhe ſhrieked and ran 
backward; but I got between her and the door, and, 
claſping her in my arms, brought her to herſelf with an 
embrace. Good heaven! (cried ſhe,) Mr. Random, is 
1. 
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it you indeed! my miſtreſs will run diſtracted with Joy." in 
I told her, it was from an apprehenſion that my ud. ch 
den appearance might have ſome bad effect on my dear of 
Narcifla, that I had deſired to ſee her firſt, in order to « 
concert ſome method of acquainting her miſtreſs gradu- al 
ally with my arrival. She approved of my conduct, and, B 
after having yielded to the ſuggeſtions of her own friend- th 
ſhip, in aſking if my voyage had been ſucceſsful, charged 8 
herſelf with that office, and left me glowing with detire 
of ſeeing and embracing the obje&t of my love. In a le 
very little time I heard ſomebody coming down ſtairs in of 
| haſte, and the voice of my angel pronounce, with an ea- 5 
ger tone, „O heaven! is it poſſible! where is he?“ — N: 
How were my faculties arouſed at this well-known uf 
ſound! and how tranſported, when ſhe broke in upon my fre 
view in all the bloom of ripen'd beauty! Grace æ in 1 
all her ſteps, heaven in her eye, in every geſture diguity 10 
and love !-—Y ou whoſe fouls are ſuſceptible of the moſt _— 
delicate impreſſions, whoſe tender boſoms have felt the fur 
affecting viciſſitudes of love, who have ſuffered an ab- bre 
ſence of eighteen long months from the dear object of Ar 
yu hope, and found at your return the melting fair as PE 
ind and conſtant as your heart could with, do me juſtice ſel! 
on this occaſion, and conceive what unutterable rapture 5e 
poſſeſſed us both, while we flew into-each other's arms! bre 
This was no time for ſpeech locked in a mutual em- Ha 
brace, we continued ſome minutes in a ſilent trance of me 
Joy !—When I thus encircled all that my ſoul held dcar, ple 
—while I hung over her beauties, —beheld her eyes jpar- Pre 
kle, and every feature fluſh, with virtuous tondnels; lac 
when I ſaw her enchanting boſom heave with undiſſem- ly, 
bled rapture, and knew my:elf the happy cauſe—*Hca- me 
vens ! what was my ſituation! I am tempted to commit aft 
my paper to the flames, and to renounce my pen for ever, iſ = 
becauſe its moſt ardent and lucky expreſſion ſo pqorly hea 
deſcribes the emotions of my ſoul. O adorable Narciſſa! the 
(cried I) O miracle of beauty, love, and truth! I at Jatt wil 
fold thee in my arms! I at laſt can call thee mine! No 9 
1 


jealous brother ſhall thwart our happineſs again: for- 


tune hath at length recompenſed me for all my fufter- I ac 
= 8 ings, 


ings, and enabled me to do juſtice to my love. The 
dear creature ſmiled ineffably charming, and, with a look 
of bewitching tenderneſs, ſaid, And ſhail we never part 
again?“ © Never | (I replied, ) thou wondrous pattern of 
all earthly perfection! never, until death ſhall divide us! 
By this ambrohal kiſs, a thouſand times more fragrant 
than the breeze that ſweeps the orange grove, I never 
more will leave thee!” | 

As my firſt tranſport abated, my paſſion grew turbu- 
lent and unruly. I was giddy with ſtanding on the brink 
of bliſs, and all my virtue and philoſophy were ſcarce 
ſufficient to reſtrain the inordinate ſallies of defire.—— 
Narciſſa perceived the conflict within me, and, with her 
uſual dignity of prudence, called off my imagination 
from the object in view, and, with eager expreſſions of 
intereſted curioſity, deſired to know the particulars of my 
voyage. In this I gratified her inclination, bringing 
my ſtory down to the preſent hour. She was infinitely 
ſurpriſed at the circumſtance of finding my father, which 
brought tears into her lovely eyes. She was tranſported 
ar hearing that he approved my flame, diſcovered a long- 
ing deſire of being introduced to him, congratulated her- 
ſelf and me upon my good fortune, and obſerved, that this 
great and unexpected ſtroke of fate ſeemed to have been 
brought about by the immediate direction of Providence. 
Having entertained ourſelves ſome hours with the genu- 
ine effuſions of our ſouls, I obtained her conſent to com- 
plete my happineſs as ſoon as my father ſhould judge it 
proper, and applying with my own hands a valuable neck - 
lace, compoled of diamonds and amethyſts ſet alternate- 
ly, which an old Spaniſh lady at Paraguay had preſented 
me with, I took my leave, promiſing to return in the 
afternoon with Don Rodrigo, When I went home, this 
generous parent enquired very affectionately about the 
health of my dear Narciſſa, to whom, that I might be 


the more agreeable, he put into my hand a deed, b 
which I found myſelf in poſſeſſion of fifteen thouſand 


pounds, excluſive of the profits of my own merchandize, 

which amounted to three thouſand more. —After dinner, 

I accompanied him to the lodging of my miſtreſs, who, 
"V Obs 11. 20 2 being 


ROD ERIC RANDOM. 261 


Or * — — > 
—— Wot wt A ite — a 
* > - 
— : * +4; 


— — 


— C OI ne was. ty 
— 2 ION warm fi - 
— — 


and polite addrels. 


262 THE ADVENTURES OF 

being dreſſed for the occaſion, made a moſt dazzling ap- 
pearance. I could perceive him ſtruck with her figure, 
which I really think was the moſt beautiful that ever was 
created under the fun. He embraced her tenderly, and 
told her, he was proud of having a ſon who had {pirit to 
attempt, and qualifications to engage, the affections of 
{uch a fine lady.—She bluſhed at this compliment, and, 
with eyes full of the ſofteſt languiſhment, turned upon 
me, ſaid, ſhe ſhould have been unworthy of Mr. Ran- 
dom's attention, had ſhe been blind to his extraordinary 
merit. I madenootheranſwer than a low bow. My father 
ſighing, pronounced, “Such once was my Charlotte!“ 
while the tear ruſhed into his eye, and the tender heart of 
Narciſſa manifeſted itſelf in two precious drops of ſym- 
pathy, which, but for his preſence, I would have kiſſed 
away. Without repeating the particulars of our con- 
verſation, I ſhall only obſerve, that Don Rodrigo was as 
much charmed with her good ſenſe as with her appear- 
ance; and ſhe was no leſs pleaſed with his underſtanding 
It was determined that he ihould 
write to the ſquire, ſignifying his approbation of my 
pailion for his ſiſter, and offering a ſettlement which he 
ſhould have no reaſon to reject ; and that, if he ſhould re- 
fuſe the propoſal, we would crown our mutual wiſhes 
without any farther regard to his will. | 


C HAAFT. 


My father makes a preſent to Narcſſa—the letter is diſ- 


patched to her brother —I appear among my . eee 
ance Banter s behawviour—the Squire refuſes his con- 
ſent—my uncle comes to town—approves of my choice. 


I am married meet the ſquire and his lady at the 


lay—our acquaintance is courted. 
FTER having ſpent the evening to the ſatisfaction 
of all preſent, my father addreſſed himſelf thus to 
Narciſſa: Madam, give me leave to contider you here- 
after as my daughter, in which capacity I inſiſt upon 
your accepting this firit inſtance of my paternal duty and 
affection.— With theſe words he put into her hand a 
bank note of 50ol. which ſhe no ſooner examined, than, 
with a low curtſey, ſhe replied, © Dear Sir, though I 


have not the leaſt occaſion for this ſupply, I have too 


great 
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great a veneration for you, to refuſe this proof of your 
generolity and eſteem, which I the more freely receive, 
becauſe I already look upon Mr. Random's intereſt as 
inſeparably connected with mine.” He was extremely 
well pleaſed with her frank and ingenuous reply; upon 
which we ſaluted, and wiſhed her good night. — The let- 


ter, at my requeſt, was diipatched to Suſſex by an ex- 


preſs; and in the mean time Don Rodrigo, to grace my 
nuptials, hired a ready-furniihed houie, and jet up a very 
haudiume equipa'e. | | 
Though I paſſed the greateſt part of the day with the 
darling oi my foul, I found Iciture ſometimes to be 
among my tormer acquaintance, who were aſtoniſhed at 
the magnificence of my appearance. Banter, in parti- 
cular, was confounded at the ſtrange viciſſitudes of my 
fortune, the canſes of which he endeavoured in vain to 


diſcover, until I thought fit to diſcloſe the whole ſecret 


of my lait voyage, partly in conſideration of our former 


intimacy, and partly to prevent unfavourable conjec- 


tures, which heand others, in all probahility, would 
have made in regard to my circumſtances. He profeſſed 
great ſatisfaction at this piece of news, and I had no 
canſe to believe him inſincere, when I conſidered that he 
would now look upon himſelf as acquitted of the debt 
he owed me, and at the jame time flatter himſelf with 
hopes of borrowing more.—l carried him home to din- 
ner with me; and my father liked his converfation ſo 
much, that, upon hearing his difiiculties, he deſired me 
to accommodate him for the preſent, and enquire if he 
would accept of a commiſſion in the army, towards the 


purchaſe of which he would willingly lend him money. 


Accordingly, I gave my friend an opportunity of being 
alone with me, when, as I expected, he told me that he 
was juſt on the point of being reconciled to an old rich 
uncle, whoſe heir he was, but wanted a few pieces for 
immediate expence, which he delired I would lend him, 
and take his bond for the whole. His demand was li- 
mited to ten guineas; and when I put twenty into his 
hand, he ftared at me for ſome moments, then, putting 
it into his purſe, ſaid, © Aye, tis all one——-you ſhall 
have the whole in a very ſhort time.. When I had 
| 2 2 taken 
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taken his note, to ſave the expence of a bond, I ex- 
reſſed ſome ſurpriſe that a fellow of his ſpirit ſhould 
Liter away his time in idleneſs, and aſked why he did 
not chooſe to make his fortune in the army.—* What! 
(ſaid he) throw away my money upon a ſubaltern's 
commiſſion, to be under the command of a parcel of 
ſcoundrels, who have raiſed themſelves above me by the 
moſt infamous practices! no, I love independency too 
well to ſacrifice my lite, health, and pleaſure for ſuch a 
pitiful conſideration.” —Finding him averte to this way 
of life, I changed the ſubject, and returned to Don 
Rodrigo, who had juſt received the following epiſtle 
from the ſquire. 
&© SIR, | 

Concerning a letter which I recerved, ſubſcribed R, 
Random, this is the anſwer.— As for you, I know 
nothing of you.—Your ſon, or pretended fon, I have 
ſeen If he marries my ſiſter, at his peril be it. I do 
declare, that he ſhall not have one farthing of her for- 
tune, which becomes my property, if ſhe takes a huſ- 
band without my conſent. —Your ſettlement, I do be- 
lieve, is all a ſham, and yourſelf no better than you 
ſhould be; but if you had all the wealth of the Indies, 
your ſon ſhall never match in our family with the con- 
lent of | | Orſon Topehall.” 

My father was not much ſurpriſed at this polite letter, 
after having heard the character of the author: and as 
for me, I was even pleaſed at his refuſal, becauſe I now 
had an opportunity of ſhewing my diſintereſted love. 
By his permiſſion I waited on my charmer; and, having 
imparted the contents of her brother's letter, at which ſhe 
wept bitterly, in ſpite of all my conſolation and careſſes, 
the time of our marriage was fixed at the diſtance of two 
days. During this interval, in which my ſoul was 
wound up to the laſt ſtretch of rapturous expectation, 
Narciſſa endeavoured to reconc ile ſome of her relations 
in town to her marriage with me; but finding them all 
Geaf to her remonſtrances, either out of envy or preju- 
dice, ſhe told me, with the moſt enchanting ſweetneſs, 
while the tears bedewed her lovely cheeks, “ Sure the 


world will no longer queſtion your generoſity, when " 
| take 
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take a poor forlorn beggar to your arms. Affected 


with her ſorrow, I preiſed the fair mourner to my breaſt, 
and ſwore ſhe was more dear and welcome on that ac- 
count, becauſe ſhe had ſacrificed her friends and fortune 
to her love for me.—My uncle, for whoſe character the 
had a great veneration, being by this time come to 
town, I introduced him to my bride; and, although 
he was not very much ſubject to refined ſenfations, he 
was ftruck dumb with admiration at her beauty. After 
having K iſſed and gazed at her for ſome time, he returned 
to me, ſaying, Odds bobs, Rory! here's a notable 
prize, indeed; finely built, and gloriouſly rigg'd, i'faith! 
if the an't well manned, when you have the command of 
her, ſirrah, you deſerve to go to ſea in a cockle-ſhell.— 


No offence, I hope, niece; you mult not mind what I. 


fay, being (as the ſaying is) a plain ſea-faring man, 
thof mayhap I have as much regard for you as another. 
he received him with great civility, told him ſhe 
had longed a great while to ſee a perſon to whom ſhe 
was ſo much indebted for his generoſity to Mr, Random; 
that ſhe looked upon him as her uncie, by which name 
ſhe begged leave to call him for the tuturez and that ſhe 
was very ſure he could ſay nothing that would give her 
the leaſt offence. The honeſt captain was tranſported at 
her courteous behaviour, and inſiſted upon giving her 
away at the ceremony, ſwearing that he loved her as 
well as if ſhe was his own child, and that he would 
give two thouſand guineas to the firſt fruit of our love, 
as ſoon as it could ſqueak. Every thing being prepared 


tor the iolemnization ct our nuptials, which where to be 


performed privately at my father's houſe, the auſpicious 
hour arrived, when Don Rodrigo and my uncle went in 
the coach to fetch the bride and Mits Williams; leaving 
me with a parſon, Banter, and Strap, neither of whom 
had as yet ſeen my charming miftreſs. My faithful valet, 


who was on the rack of impatience to behold a lady of 


whom he had heard ſo much, no ſooner underſtood that the 
coach was returned, than he placed himſelf at a window, 
to have a peep at her as ſhe alighted; and, when he ſaw 
her, clapped his hands together, turned up the white 
ot his eyes, and, with his mouth wide open, remained 
Z3 in 
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in a ſort of exſtacy, which broke out into, © O Dea rcerte ! 


—qualis in Eurote rifis, aut per juga Cynthi exercet 
Diana chorus! - The doctor and Banter were ſurpriſed 
to hear my man {peak Latin ; but, when my father led 
Narciſſa into the room, the object of their admiration 
was ſoon changed, as appeared in the countenances of 


both. Indeed, they muſt have been the moſt inſenſible 


of all heings, cculd they have beheld without emotion 
the divine creature that approached. She was dreſſed in 


a ſack of white fatin, embroidered on the breaſt with 


gold: the crown of her head was covered with a ſmall 
French cap, from whence deſcended her beautiful hair 
in ringlets that waved upon her ſnowy neck, which dig- 
nified the necklace I had given her: her looks glowed 
with modeſty and love; and her boiom, through the 
veil of gauze that ſhaded it, atiorded a proſpect of Ely- 


ſium I received this ineſtimable gift of Providence as 


became me; and in a little time the clergyman did his 
office, my uncle, at his own earneſt requeſt, acting the 
part of a father to my dear Narciſſa, who trembled very 
much, and had ſcarce ſpirits ſufficient to ſupport her 
under this great change of ſituation.— Soon as ſhe was 
mine by the laws of heaven and earth, I printed a burn- 
ing kiſs upon her lips, my father embraced her tenderly, 
my uncle hugged her with great affection, and I pre- 


| ſented her to my friend Banter, who ſaluted her in a very 


polite manner. Miſs Williams hung round her neck, 
and wept plentifully ; while Strap feil upon his knees, 
and begged to kits his lady's hand, which ſhe preſented 
with great affability. I ſhall not pretend to deſcribe 
my own feelings at this juncture; let it ſuffice to ſay, 
that, after having ſupped and entertained ourſelves until 
ten o'clock, I cautioned my Narcifla againſt expoſing 


her health, by ſitting up too late, and ſhe was prevailed 


upon to withdraw with her maid to an apartment defti- 
ned ior us. When ſhe left the room, her face was over- 
ſpread with a bluſh that ſet all my blood in a ſtate of 
fermentation, and made every pulſe beat with ten-fold 
vigour! She was ſo cruel as to let me remain in this 
condition a full half hour; when, no longer able to re- 
ſtrain my impatience, I broke from the company, burſt 
| into 


ae. 


2822882 


12S Fre 


De 


uy 


* % 1 


door, and found her 
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into her chamber, puſhed out her confidante, locked the 
O heaven and earth! a feaſt, a 
thoutand times more delicious than my moſt ſanguine 
hope preſaged But let me not profane the chaſte myſ- 
teries of Hymen.—I was the happieſt of men! 

In the morning I was waked by three or four drums, 
which Banter had placed under the window; upon which 
J withdrew the curtain, and enjoyed the unſpeakable 
fatisiaction of contemplating thoſe angelic charms which 
were now in my poſſeiſion! Beauty!“ which, whether 
fecpiug or gwake, ſhot forth peculiar graces The 
light darting upon my Narciſſa's eyes, ſhe awoke alſo, 
and, recollecting her ſituation, hid her bluſhes in my 
boſom.— I was diſtracted with joy! I could not believe 
the evidence of my ſenſes, and looked upon all that had 
happened as the fiftions of a dream! In the mean time 
my uncle knocked at the door, and bade me turn out, 


for I had had a long ipell.— -I roſe accordingly, and ſent 


Miſs Williams to her miſtreſs, myſelf receiving the con- 
gratulations of Captain Bowling, who rallied me in his 
ſea-phraſe with great ſucceſs.—In leſs than an hour, 
Don Rodrigo led my wife into breakfaſt, where ſhe re- 


. ceived the compliments of the company on her looks, 


which, they ſaid, if poſſible, were improved by matri- 


 mony.—As her delicate ears were offended with none of 


thole indecent ambiguities which are too often {poke 
on ſuch occaſions, ſhe behaved with dignity, unaffected 
modeſty, and eaſe: and, as a teſtimony of my affection and 
eſteem, I preſented her, in preſence of them all, with a 
deed, by which I ſettled the whole fortune I was poſſeſ- 
fea of, on her and her heirs for ever.—She accepted it 
with a glance of the moſt tender acknowledgment, ob- 
ſerved, that ſhe could not be ſurpriſed at any thing of 


this kind I ſhould do, ard defired my fatherto take the 


trouble of keeping it, ſaying, “ Next to my own, Mr. 
Random, you are the perſon in whom I ought to have 
the greateſt confidence.” —Charmed with her prudent 
and ingenuous manner of proceeding, he took the paper, 
and aſſured her that it ſhould not loſe its value while in his 
cuitody. As we had not many viſits to give and receive, the 


litrle time we ſtayed in town was ſpent in going to public 


diverſions, 
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diverſions, where I have the vanity to think Nareiſſa 
ſeldom was eclipied.—One night, in particular, we had 


ſent our footman to keep one of the ſtage boxes, which 
ve no ſooner entered, than we perceived in the oppoſite 


box the {quire and his lady, why teemed not a little ſur- 
priſed at ſeeing us. I was pleaſed at this opportunity 
of confronting them; the more, becauie Melinda was 
robbed of all her adnurers by my wite, who happened 
that night to outthine her ſiſter both in beauty and dreſs. 
she was piqued at Narciſſa's victory, toſſed her head 
a thouſand different ways, flirted her tan, looked at us 
with diſdain, then whiipered to her huſband, and broke 
out into an affected giggle; but all her arts proved in- 
eflectual, either to diſcompoſe Mrs. Random, or to con- 
ceal her own mortification, which at length forced her 
away long before the play was done. — The news of our 
marriage being ſpread, with many circumſtances to our 
diſadvantage, by the induſtry of this malignant creature, 
a certain ſet of perſons, fond of icandal, began to en- 


quire into the particulars of my fortune, which they no 


ſooner underſtood to be independent, than the tables 
were turned, and our acquaiitance was courted as much 
as it had been deſpiſed before. But Narciſſa had too 
much dignity of pride to encourage this change of con- 
duct, eſpecially in her relations, whom ſhe could never 
be prevailed upon to ſee, after the malicious report they 
had raiſed to her prejudice. 
CHARM XAXIL | 
My father intends to revijit the place of his nativity—— 
doe propoſe to accompany bim. iniy uncle renews his 
vill in my favour, determining 10 go to ſea again 
wwe ſet out for Scotlaund—— arrive at Edinburgh 
purchaſe cur paternal eflate———proceed 10 it halt 
at the town where I was edicated———take up my bond 
to Crab——the behaviour of Potion and his wife, and 
one of my female coujins—our reception at the eftate— 
Strap marries Miſs Williams, and is ſettled by my ja- 
t her to his own ſatisfaction I am more and more happy. 


M* father, intending to reviſit his native country, 


and pay the tribute of a few tears at my mother's 
grave, Narciſſa and I reſolved to accompany him in the 
5 | Execution 
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execution of his pious office, and accordingly prepared 
for the journey; in which, however, my uncle would 
not engage, being reſolved to try his fortune once more 
at ſea. In the mean time he renewed h:s will in favour 
of my wife and me, and depoſited it in the hands of his 
brother-in-law ; while I (chat I might not be wanting 


to my own intereſt) ſummoned the ſquire to produce his 


father's will at Doctor's Commons, and employed a proc- 
tor to manage the affair in my abſence. 


Every thing being thus ſettled, we took leave of all 


our friends in London, and ſet out for Scotland; Don 
Rodrigo, Narciſſa, Miis Williams, and I, in the coach, 
and Strap with two men in livery on horſeback. As we 
made eaſy ſtages, my charmer held it out very well 
till we arrived at Edinburgh, where we propoſed to reſt 
ourſelves ſome weeks. 


Here Don Rodrigo having intelligence that the fox- 
hunter had ſpent his eltate, which was to be expoſed to 


fale by public auction, he determined to make a pur- 


_ Chaſe of the ſpot where he was born, and actually bought 


all the land that belonged to his father. | 

Ina few days after this bargain was made, we left 
Edinburgh, in order to go and take poſſeſſion; and by 
the way, halted one night in that town where I was edu- 


cated. Upon enquiry, I found that Mr. Crab was 


dead; whereupon I ſent for his executor, paid the ſum 
I owed, with intereſt, and took up my bond. Mr. 
Potion and his wife hearing of our arrival, had the aſ- 
ſurance to come to the inn where we lodged, and ſent 
up their names, with a deſire of being permitted to pay 
their reſpects to my father and me: But their ſordid be- 
haviour towards me, when I was an orphan, had made 
too deep an impreſſion on my mind, to be effaced by this 
mean, mercenary piece of condeſcenſion : I therefore re- 
jected their meſſage with diſdain, and bade Strap tell 
them, that my father and I deſired to have no commu- 


nication with ſuch low-minded wretches as they were. 


They had not been gone half an hour, when a wo- 


man, without any ceremony, opened the door of the room 


where we fat, and making towards my father, accoſted 


him with, „ Uncle, your fervant—I am glad to fee 
72> 
you. 
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you. — This was no other than one of my female couſins, 
mentioned in the firſt part of my memoirs, to whom 
Don Rodrigo replied, © Pray, who are you, Madam ?” 

] (cried ſhe) my couſin Rory there knows me 
very well. — Don't you remember me, Rory?“ —““ Ves, 
Madam, (aid I,) for my own part, I ſhall never forget 
you. — Sir, this is one of the young ladies, who (as I 
have formerly told you) treated me ſo humanely in my 
childhood?” When I pronounced theſe words, my fa- 
ther's reſentment glowed in his viſage, and he ordered 
her to be gone, with ſuch a commanding aſpect, that ſhe 
retired in a fright, muttering curſes as ſhe went down 
ſtairs. We afterwards learned that ſhe was married to 
an enſign, who had already ſpent all her fortune; and 
that her ſiſter had bore a child to her mother's footman, 
who is now her huſband, and keeps a petty ale-houſe in 
the country. | 

The fame of our flouriſhing condition having arrived 
at this place before us, we got notice that the magiſtrates 
intended next day to compliment us with the treedom 
of their town; upon which my father, conſidering their 
complaiſance in the right point of view, ordered the 
horſes to the coach early in the morning. | 

We proceeded to our eſtate, which lay about twenty 
miles from this place; and when we came within half 
a league of the houſe, were met by a prodigious number 
of poor tenents, men, women, 'and children, who teſti- 
fed their joy by loud acclamations, and accompanied 
our coach tothe gate.—As there is no part of the world 
in which the peaſants are more attached to their lords 
than in Scotland, we were almoſt devoured by their 
affection. My father had always been their favourite, 
and now that he appeared their maſter, after having been 
thought dead ſo long, their joy broke out into a thou- 
ſand extravagances. When we entered the court- yard, 
we were ſurrounded by a vaſt number, who crowded to- 
gether ſo cloſely to ſee us, that ſeveral were in danger 
of being ſqueezed to death. Thoſe who were near Don 

Rodrigo fell upon their knees, and kiſſed his hand, or 
the hem of his garment, praying aloud for long life and 
proſperity to him; others approached Narcifla and me 
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in the ſame manner; while the reſt clapped their hands 
at a diſtance, and invoked heaven to ſhower its choiceſt 
bleſſings on our heads! In ſhort, the whole ſcene, though 
rude, was fo affecting, that the gentle partner of my 
heart wept over it, and my father himſelf could not re- 
frain from dropping a tear. | 

Having welcomed his daughter and me to his houle, 
he ordered ſome bullocks to be killed, and ſome hogſ- 
heads of ale to be brought from the neighbouring village, 
to regale thoſe honeſt people, who had not. enjoyed ſuch 
a holiday for many years before. | 

Next day we were viſited by the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, moſt of them our relations, one of whom 
brought along with him my couſin, the tux-hunter, who 
had ftaid at his houſe, ſince he was obliged to leave his 
own. My father was generous enough to receive him 
kindly, and even promiſe to purchaie for him a com- 
miſſion in the army, tor which he expreſſed great thank- 
fulneſs and joy. 


My charming Narciſſa was univerſally admired and 


loved for her beauty, affability, and good ſenſe; and fo 
well pleaſed with the fituation of the place, and the com- 
pany round, that the has not, as yet, diſcovered the 
leait defire of changing her habitation. 

We had not been many days ſettled, when I prevailed 
upon my father to pay a viſit to the village where I had 
been at ſchool. Here we were received by the principal 
inhabitants, who entertained us in the church, where 
Mr. Syntax, the ſchoolmaſter, (my tyrant being dead,) 
prorounced a Latin oraticn in honour of our family. 
And none exerted themſelves more than Strap's father 
and relations, who looked upon the honeſt valet as the 
firſt gentleman of their race, and honoured his benefac- 
tors accordingly. Having received the homage of 
this place, we retired, leaving forty pounds for the be- 
nefit of the poor of the pariſh; and that very night, 
Strap being a little elevated with the regard that had 
been ſhewn to him, and to me on his account, ventured 
to tell me, that he had a ſneaking kindneſs for Miſs 
Williams, and that if his lady and T would uſe our in- 
terelt in his behalf, he did not doubt that fie would liſten 
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to his addreſſes. Surpriſed at this propoſal, L aſked if 
he knew the ftory of that unfortunate young gentlewo- 
man: Upon which, he replicd, “ Yes, yes, I know 
what you mean — he has been py „J grant you— 


but what of that? I am convinced of her reformation ; 
or elle you and my good lady would not treat her with 
ſuch reſpect.— As for the cenſure of the world, I value 
it not a fig's end—Befides, the world knows nothing of 
the matter. I commended his philoſophy, and intereſted 


| Narcifla in his cauſe ; who interceded ſo eſtectually, that, 


in a little time, Miſs Williams yielded her conſent, and 
they were married with the approbaticnof Don Rodrigo, 
who gave him five hundred pounds to ſtock a farm, and 
made him, overſeer of, his eſtate. My generous bed-fel- 
low gave her maid the ſame ſum; ſo that they live in 
great peace and plenty within half a mile of us, ard 


daily put up prayers for our preſervation. 


It there be ſuch a thing as true happineſs on earth, 
T-enjoy it.— The impetuous tranſports of my paſſion are 
now ſettled and mellowed into endearing fondneis and 
tranquillity of love, rooted by that intimate connexion 
and interchange of hearts, which nought but virtuous 
wedlcck can produce.—Fortune ſeems determined to 


make ample amends for her former cruelty; for, my 


proctor writes, that, notwithſtanding the clauſe in my 
tather-in-law's will, on which the ſquire founds his 
claim, I ſhall certainly recover my wite's fortune, in 


conſequence of a codicil annexed, which explains that 


clauſe, and limits her rectriction to the age of nineteen, | 
after which ſhe was at her own diſpoſal.—T would have 


ſet out for London immediately after receiving this piece 


of intelligence, but my dear angel has been qualmiſh of 


late, and begins to grow remarkably round' in the waiſt; 


fo that I cannot leave her in ſuch an intereſting ſituation, 


which Ihope will produce ſomething to crown my felicity. 


JN 
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